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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "chief@mfnrez.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:14:58 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "edo@mfnrez.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:16:01 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "landsresources@mfnrez.ca"
Cc: Miljus, Alexia L; Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:16:55 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
To: Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: [External] FW: Northlander Passenger Rail -Timmins-Porcupine Station_Transit project
Date: Friday, April 26, 2024 9:28:25 AM
Attachments: ONTC TimminsPorcupineStn_Indigenous Contacts Letter Apr 25, 2024 REV.pdf

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Forgot to cc on my email to Chief Batisse. 

From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) 
Sent: April 26, 2024 9:21 AM
To: chief@mfnrez.ca
Cc: mda@mfnrez.ca
Subject: Northlander Passenger Rail -Timmins-Porcupine Station_Transit project

Dear Chief Batisse and Council:

I am writing to you about the transit and rail project assessment process regulation for the
proposed Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins – Porcupine Station (project).

Ontario Northland (the proponent) is proposing to build a new station in the City of Timmins
that will operate as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service. The first step in the
project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process regulation
(Ontario Regulation 231/08) is for the proponent to develop a preliminary Indigenous
community list and confirm this list with the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks (ministry).

Consultation with potentially affected or interested Indigenous communities is required during
the project assessment process. Based on Ontario’s current understanding of treaties,
traditional land use areas, claims and assertions in the project area, Ontario has identified that
your community has constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty rights that may be
impacted by the project. The ministry has therefore directed the proponent to consult with you
during the project assessment process (see attached letter from the ministry to the proponent).

The ministry is committed to environmental protection and engaging Indigenous communities
and other interested persons throughout the project assessment process. The ministry
encourages you, and your community, to participate in the consultation process led by the
proponent. The ministry will be available throughout should you have any questions or
concerns about the process.

If you have any questions or concerns at this time, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If have
any questions about the project, you may also contact Krystal Perepeluk from Ontario
Northland at Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca.

mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
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Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 


Environmental Assessment 
Branch 


7th Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.:      416 314-8452 


Ministère de l’Environnement, de la  
Protection de la nature et des Parcs


Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 


7ème étage 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél.: 416 314-8001 
Téléc.: 416 314-8452 


April 25, 2024 


Krystal Perepeluk 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
SENT VIA EMAIL: Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca 


Re: Project Assessment Process – Identifying Indigenous Communities 


Dear Krystal Perepeluk: 


Thank you for sharing a draft Environmental Project Report for the Northland Passenger 
Rail – Timmins – Porcupine station (project) on April 12, 2024, to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (ministry) for review.  


As you are aware, the Government of Ontario (the "Crown") has a constitutional duty to 
consult Indigenous communities when Crown project approvals could lead to an 
adverse impact on established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. The Crown may 
use existing regulatory processes as a vehicle for fulfilling its constitutional duty, 
including a project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Ontario Regulation 231/08) (Transit and Rail Regulation).   


The Crown has a duty to consult Indigenous communities when it knows about 
established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights and contemplates decisions 
or actions that could adversely affect them. The ministry is delegating the procedural 
aspects of consultation to you through this letter.  


As the proponent of the project, Ontario Northland is in the best position to lead the 
consultation process on behalf of the Crown with the ministry collaborating with the 
Ontario Northland during the project assessment process.  Please contact the ministry if 
an Indigenous community identifies a potential negative impact on an existing 
constitutionally protected Indigenous or treaty right. 


List of Communities to Consult 



mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
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Based on the information you have provided, the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 
Indigenous community rights, potential project impacts, and the communities identified, 
the ministry would ask that the following communities be included in the consultation 
process:  


• Apitipi Anicinapek Nation
• Matachewan First Nation
• Mattagami First Nation 
• MNO Region 3 - Abitibi/Temiskamingue and James Bay
• Taykwa Tagamou Nation


Consultation Activities 


Steps that you may need to take in relation to Indigenous consultation for your project 
are outlined in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (attached) and Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental 
Assessment Process which can be found here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process. 


The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the 
Crown’s obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process. The 
proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 


• Providing Indigenous communities with information about the proposed project
including anticipated impacts, and information on timelines;


• Following up with Indigenous communities to ensure they received project
information and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and
concerns about the project;


• Gathering information about how the project could adversely impact the relevant
Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights (e.g., hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural
significance (e.g., burial grounds, archaeological sites);


• Considering the comments and concerns provided by Indigenous communities
and providing responses;


• Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with Indigenous
communities;


• Where appropriate, bearing the reasonable costs associated with these
consultation opportunities; and,


• Maintaining a Consultation Record and providing copies to the ministry.


Notice of Commencement 


The ministry is pleased that you intend to follow the project assessment process as per 
the Transit and Rail Regulation for the project. Please be advised that when you initiate 



https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process

https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process





 


the project assessment process, a Notice of Commencement should be sent to 
Kathleen O’Neill, Director of Environmental Assessment Branch (EAB) and the Project 
Officer, as well as to the Indigenous communities identified above. Prior to issuing a 
Notice of Commencement, proponents are encouraged to contact EAB and other 
government agencies to determine their level of interest in the project.  
 
Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the 
material above, please contact me at (416) 786-4944 or by email 
wai.hadlari@ontario.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Cindy Batista, Transit Coordinator/Special Project Officer, EAB 


Solange Desautels, Supervisor, EAB 
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Sincerely,

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

https://namedrop.io/waihadlari
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca


Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 

Environmental Assessment 
Branch 

7th Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.:      416 314-8452 

Ministère de l’Environnement, de la  
Protection de la nature et des Parcs

Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 

7ème étage 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél.: 416 314-8001 
Téléc.: 416 314-8452 

April 25, 2024 

Krystal Perepeluk 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
SENT VIA EMAIL: Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca 

Re: Project Assessment Process – Identifying Indigenous Communities 

Dear Krystal Perepeluk: 

Thank you for sharing a draft Environmental Project Report for the Northland Passenger 
Rail – Timmins – Porcupine station (project) on April 12, 2024, to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (ministry) for review.  

As you are aware, the Government of Ontario (the "Crown") has a constitutional duty to 
consult Indigenous communities when Crown project approvals could lead to an 
adverse impact on established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. The Crown may 
use existing regulatory processes as a vehicle for fulfilling its constitutional duty, 
including a project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Ontario Regulation 231/08) (Transit and Rail Regulation).   

The Crown has a duty to consult Indigenous communities when it knows about 
established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights and contemplates decisions 
or actions that could adversely affect them. The ministry is delegating the procedural 
aspects of consultation to you through this letter.  

As the proponent of the project, Ontario Northland is in the best position to lead the 
consultation process on behalf of the Crown with the ministry collaborating with the 
Ontario Northland during the project assessment process.  Please contact the ministry if 
an Indigenous community identifies a potential negative impact on an existing 
constitutionally protected Indigenous or treaty right. 

List of Communities to Consult 

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8


Based on the information you have provided, the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 
Indigenous community rights, potential project impacts, and the communities identified, 
the ministry would ask that the following communities be included in the consultation 
process:  

• Apitipi Anicinapek Nation
• Matachewan First Nation
• Mattagami First Nation 
• MNO Region 3 - Abitibi/Temiskamingue and James Bay
• Taykwa Tagamou Nation

Consultation Activities 

Steps that you may need to take in relation to Indigenous consultation for your project 
are outlined in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (attached) and Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental 
Assessment Process which can be found here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process. 

The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the 
Crown’s obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process. The 
proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 

• Providing Indigenous communities with information about the proposed project
including anticipated impacts, and information on timelines;

• Following up with Indigenous communities to ensure they received project
information and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and
concerns about the project;

• Gathering information about how the project could adversely impact the relevant
Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights (e.g., hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural
significance (e.g., burial grounds, archaeological sites);

• Considering the comments and concerns provided by Indigenous communities
and providing responses;

• Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with Indigenous
communities;

• Where appropriate, bearing the reasonable costs associated with these
consultation opportunities; and,

• Maintaining a Consultation Record and providing copies to the ministry.

Notice of Commencement 

The ministry is pleased that you intend to follow the project assessment process as per 
the Transit and Rail Regulation for the project. Please be advised that when you initiate 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process


 

the project assessment process, a Notice of Commencement should be sent to 
Kathleen O’Neill, Director of Environmental Assessment Branch (EAB) and the Project 
Officer, as well as to the Indigenous communities identified above. Prior to issuing a 
Notice of Commencement, proponents are encouraged to contact EAB and other 
government agencies to determine their level of interest in the project.  
 
Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the 
material above, please contact me at (416) 786-4944 or by email 
wai.hadlari@ontario.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Cindy Batista, Transit Coordinator/Special Project Officer, EAB 

Solange Desautels, Supervisor, EAB 

mailto:wai.hadlari@ontario.ca


From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "Kate Bondett"; "chief@mfnrez.ca"; "edo@mfnrez.ca"; "landsresources@mfnrez.ca"; "mda@mfnrez.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Lori Salo; Veronica Campbell;

Ashberry, Helena; Graham, Jessica
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 12:23:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:chief@mfnrez.ca
mailto:edo@mfnrez.ca
mailto:landsresources@mfnrez.ca
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mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
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mailto:Lori.Salo@ontarionorthland.ca
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mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming



 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre      

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024 Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public      

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine 
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024 Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 
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Hydro One 

Mattagami First Nation



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "jennifer.constant@mattagami.com"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:17:47 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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3 - N/A
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From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
To: wfnchief@wahgoshigfirstnation.com
Cc: lr@apitipi.ca; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: [External] Northlander Passenger Rail -Timmins-Porcupine Station_Transit project
Date: Friday, April 26, 2024 9:19:39 AM
Attachments: ONTC TimminsPorcupineStn_Indigenous Contacts Letter Apr 25, 2024 REV.pdf

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Dear Chief Black and Council:

I am writing to you about the transit and rail project assessment process regulation for the
proposed Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins – Porcupine Station (project).

Ontario Northland (the proponent) is proposing to build a new station in the City of Timmins
that will operate as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service. The first step in the
project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process regulation
(Ontario Regulation 231/08) is for the proponent to develop a preliminary Indigenous
community list and confirm this list with the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks (ministry).

Consultation with potentially affected or interested Indigenous communities is required during
the project assessment process. Based on Ontario’s current understanding of treaties,
traditional land use areas, claims and assertions in the project area, Ontario has identified that
your community has constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty rights that may be
impacted by the project. The ministry has therefore directed the proponent to consult with you
during the project assessment process (see attached letter from the ministry to the proponent).

The ministry is committed to environmental protection and engaging Indigenous communities
and other interested persons throughout the project assessment process. The ministry
encourages you, and your community, to participate in the consultation process led by the
proponent. The ministry will be available throughout should you have any questions or
concerns about the process.

If you have any questions or concerns at this time, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If have
any questions about the project, you may also contact Krystal Perepeluk from Ontario
Northland at Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca.

Sincerely,

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
mailto:wfnchief@wahgoshigfirstnation.com
mailto:lr@apitipi.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
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https://namedrop.io/waihadlari
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Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 


Environmental Assessment 
Branch 


7th Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.:      416 314-8452 


Ministère de l’Environnement, de la  
Protection de la nature et des Parcs


Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 


7ème étage 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél.: 416 314-8001 
Téléc.: 416 314-8452 


April 25, 2024 


Krystal Perepeluk 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
SENT VIA EMAIL: Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca 


Re: Project Assessment Process – Identifying Indigenous Communities 


Dear Krystal Perepeluk: 


Thank you for sharing a draft Environmental Project Report for the Northland Passenger 
Rail – Timmins – Porcupine station (project) on April 12, 2024, to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (ministry) for review.  


As you are aware, the Government of Ontario (the "Crown") has a constitutional duty to 
consult Indigenous communities when Crown project approvals could lead to an 
adverse impact on established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. The Crown may 
use existing regulatory processes as a vehicle for fulfilling its constitutional duty, 
including a project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Ontario Regulation 231/08) (Transit and Rail Regulation).   


The Crown has a duty to consult Indigenous communities when it knows about 
established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights and contemplates decisions 
or actions that could adversely affect them. The ministry is delegating the procedural 
aspects of consultation to you through this letter.  


As the proponent of the project, Ontario Northland is in the best position to lead the 
consultation process on behalf of the Crown with the ministry collaborating with the 
Ontario Northland during the project assessment process.  Please contact the ministry if 
an Indigenous community identifies a potential negative impact on an existing 
constitutionally protected Indigenous or treaty right. 


List of Communities to Consult 



mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8





Based on the information you have provided, the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 
Indigenous community rights, potential project impacts, and the communities identified, 
the ministry would ask that the following communities be included in the consultation 
process:  


• Apitipi Anicinapek Nation
• Matachewan First Nation
• Mattagami First Nation 
• MNO Region 3 - Abitibi/Temiskamingue and James Bay
• Taykwa Tagamou Nation


Consultation Activities 


Steps that you may need to take in relation to Indigenous consultation for your project 
are outlined in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (attached) and Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental 
Assessment Process which can be found here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process. 


The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the 
Crown’s obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process. The 
proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 


• Providing Indigenous communities with information about the proposed project
including anticipated impacts, and information on timelines;


• Following up with Indigenous communities to ensure they received project
information and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and
concerns about the project;


• Gathering information about how the project could adversely impact the relevant
Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights (e.g., hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural
significance (e.g., burial grounds, archaeological sites);


• Considering the comments and concerns provided by Indigenous communities
and providing responses;


• Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with Indigenous
communities;


• Where appropriate, bearing the reasonable costs associated with these
consultation opportunities; and,


• Maintaining a Consultation Record and providing copies to the ministry.


Notice of Commencement 


The ministry is pleased that you intend to follow the project assessment process as per 
the Transit and Rail Regulation for the project. Please be advised that when you initiate 



https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
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the project assessment process, a Notice of Commencement should be sent to 
Kathleen O’Neill, Director of Environmental Assessment Branch (EAB) and the Project 
Officer, as well as to the Indigenous communities identified above. Prior to issuing a 
Notice of Commencement, proponents are encouraged to contact EAB and other 
government agencies to determine their level of interest in the project.  
 
Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the 
material above, please contact me at (416) 786-4944 or by email 
wai.hadlari@ontario.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Cindy Batista, Transit Coordinator/Special Project Officer, EAB 


Solange Desautels, Supervisor, EAB 
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Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 

Environmental Assessment 
Branch 

7th Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.:      416 314-8452 

Ministère de l’Environnement, de la  
Protection de la nature et des Parcs

Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 

7ème étage 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél.: 416 314-8001 
Téléc.: 416 314-8452 

April 25, 2024 

Krystal Perepeluk 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
SENT VIA EMAIL: Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca 

Re: Project Assessment Process – Identifying Indigenous Communities 

Dear Krystal Perepeluk: 

Thank you for sharing a draft Environmental Project Report for the Northland Passenger 
Rail – Timmins – Porcupine station (project) on April 12, 2024, to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (ministry) for review.  

As you are aware, the Government of Ontario (the "Crown") has a constitutional duty to 
consult Indigenous communities when Crown project approvals could lead to an 
adverse impact on established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. The Crown may 
use existing regulatory processes as a vehicle for fulfilling its constitutional duty, 
including a project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Ontario Regulation 231/08) (Transit and Rail Regulation).   

The Crown has a duty to consult Indigenous communities when it knows about 
established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights and contemplates decisions 
or actions that could adversely affect them. The ministry is delegating the procedural 
aspects of consultation to you through this letter.  

As the proponent of the project, Ontario Northland is in the best position to lead the 
consultation process on behalf of the Crown with the ministry collaborating with the 
Ontario Northland during the project assessment process.  Please contact the ministry if 
an Indigenous community identifies a potential negative impact on an existing 
constitutionally protected Indigenous or treaty right. 

List of Communities to Consult 

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
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Based on the information you have provided, the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 
Indigenous community rights, potential project impacts, and the communities identified, 
the ministry would ask that the following communities be included in the consultation 
process:  

• Apitipi Anicinapek Nation
• Matachewan First Nation
• Mattagami First Nation
• MNO Region 3 - Abitibi/Temiskamingue and James Bay
• Taykwa Tagamou Nation

Consultation Activities 

Steps that you may need to take in relation to Indigenous consultation for your project 
are outlined in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (attached) and Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental 
Assessment Process which can be found here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process. 

The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the 
Crown’s obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process. The 
proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 

• Providing Indigenous communities with information about the proposed project
including anticipated impacts, and information on timelines;

• Following up with Indigenous communities to ensure they received project
information and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and
concerns about the project;

• Gathering information about how the project could adversely impact the relevant
Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights (e.g., hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural
significance (e.g., burial grounds, archaeological sites);

• Considering the comments and concerns provided by Indigenous communities
and providing responses;

• Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with Indigenous
communities;

• Where appropriate, bearing the reasonable costs associated with these
consultation opportunities; and,

• Maintaining a Consultation Record and providing copies to the ministry.

Notice of Commencement 

The ministry is pleased that you intend to follow the project assessment process as per 
the Transit and Rail Regulation for the project. Please be advised that when you initiate 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process


the project assessment process, a Notice of Commencement should be sent to 
Kathleen O’Neill, Director of Environmental Assessment Branch (EAB) and the Project 
Officer, as well as to the Indigenous communities identified above. Prior to issuing a 
Notice of Commencement, proponents are encouraged to contact EAB and other 
government agencies to determine their level of interest in the project.  

Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the 
material above, please contact me at (416) 786-4944 or by email 
wai.hadlari@ontario.ca.  

Sincerely, 

Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 

Attachment 

c: Cindy Batista, Transit Coordinator/Special Project Officer, EAB 
Solange Desautels, Supervisor, EAB 

mailto:wai.hadlari@ontario.ca


From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: Kate Bondett; "jennifer.constant@mattagami.com"; juanitaluke@mattagami.com
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Ashberry, Helena; Graham, Jessica;

Lori Salo
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 12:26:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:jennifer.constant@mattagami.com
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca





www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre      

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024 Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "murrayray@hotmail.com"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:18:39 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:murrayray@hotmail.com
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cc58cca407d804baa19b008dc58b916d3%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482799189326721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kEb0YNEtodSGgnDFPKYUgXP5SK6QknLJrG8G4S4N43A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cc58cca407d804baa19b008dc58b916d3%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482799189326721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kEb0YNEtodSGgnDFPKYUgXP5SK6QknLJrG8G4S4N43A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cc58cca407d804baa19b008dc58b916d3%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482799189336903%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4gD9tkYay1q6n95yHuM8%2BRHOhzJ9a7s%2BKzKZfpQmfXM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
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Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…
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From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: Kate Bondett; "murrayray@hotmail.com"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Ashberry, Helena; Graham, Jessica;

Lori Salo
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 12:33:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:murrayray@hotmail.com
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mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre      

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024 Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


Hydro One 

Taykwa Tagamou Nation (New Post)



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "bruce@taykwatagamou.com"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:19:23 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:bruce@taykwatagamou.com
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C2174e2a6635043fa094908dc58b9319e%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482799629268739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ItiXpsxMbV8q%2FA%2FKwXjWWwYgdQi88seUDnBFuVxQ%2FSQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C2174e2a6635043fa094908dc58b9319e%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482799629268739%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ItiXpsxMbV8q%2FA%2FKwXjWWwYgdQi88seUDnBFuVxQ%2FSQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C2174e2a6635043fa094908dc58b9319e%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482799629283848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pc06fPo6yuaHoFSrspX57271x%2BjvBMQXb8whXP7SBuE%3D&reserved=0
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Comment Sheet
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3 - N/A
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From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
To: bruce@taykwatagamou.com
Cc: dwight@taykwatagamou.com; candice@taykwatagamou.com; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: [External] Northlander Passenger Rail -Timmins-Porcupine Station_Transit project
Date: Friday, April 26, 2024 9:24:48 AM
Attachments: ONTC TimminsPorcupineStn_Indigenous Contacts Letter Apr 25, 2024 REV.pdf

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Dear Chief Archibald and Council:

I am writing to you about the transit and rail project assessment process regulation for the
proposed Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins – Porcupine Station (project).

Ontario Northland (the proponent) is proposing to build a new station in the City of Timmins
that will operate as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service. The first step in the
project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process regulation
(Ontario Regulation 231/08) is for the proponent to develop a preliminary Indigenous
community list and confirm this list with the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks (ministry).

Consultation with potentially affected or interested Indigenous communities is required during
the project assessment process. Based on Ontario’s current understanding of treaties,
traditional land use areas, claims and assertions in the project area, Ontario has identified that
your community has constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty rights that may be
impacted by the project. The ministry has therefore directed the proponent to consult with you
during the project assessment process (see attached letter from the ministry to the proponent).

The ministry is committed to environmental protection and engaging Indigenous communities
and other interested persons throughout the project assessment process. The ministry
encourages you, and your community, to participate in the consultation process led by the
proponent. The ministry will be available throughout should you have any questions or
concerns about the process.

If you have any questions or concerns at this time, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If have
any questions about the project, you may also contact Krystal Perepeluk from Ontario
Northland at Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca.

Sincerely,

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca

Phone: 416-786-4944

mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
mailto:bruce@taykwatagamou.com
mailto:dwight@taykwatagamou.com
mailto:candice@taykwatagamou.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://namedrop.io/waihadlari
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca



Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 


Environmental Assessment 
Branch 


7th Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.:      416 314-8452 


Ministère de l’Environnement, de la  
Protection de la nature et des Parcs


Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 


7ème étage 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél.: 416 314-8001 
Téléc.: 416 314-8452 


April 25, 2024 


Krystal Perepeluk 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
SENT VIA EMAIL: Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca 


Re: Project Assessment Process – Identifying Indigenous Communities 


Dear Krystal Perepeluk: 


Thank you for sharing a draft Environmental Project Report for the Northland Passenger 
Rail – Timmins – Porcupine station (project) on April 12, 2024, to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (ministry) for review.  


As you are aware, the Government of Ontario (the "Crown") has a constitutional duty to 
consult Indigenous communities when Crown project approvals could lead to an 
adverse impact on established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. The Crown may 
use existing regulatory processes as a vehicle for fulfilling its constitutional duty, 
including a project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Ontario Regulation 231/08) (Transit and Rail Regulation).   


The Crown has a duty to consult Indigenous communities when it knows about 
established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights and contemplates decisions 
or actions that could adversely affect them. The ministry is delegating the procedural 
aspects of consultation to you through this letter.  


As the proponent of the project, Ontario Northland is in the best position to lead the 
consultation process on behalf of the Crown with the ministry collaborating with the 
Ontario Northland during the project assessment process.  Please contact the ministry if 
an Indigenous community identifies a potential negative impact on an existing 
constitutionally protected Indigenous or treaty right. 


List of Communities to Consult 



mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8
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Based on the information you have provided, the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 
Indigenous community rights, potential project impacts, and the communities identified, 
the ministry would ask that the following communities be included in the consultation 
process:  


• Apitipi Anicinapek Nation
• Matachewan First Nation
• Mattagami First Nation 
• MNO Region 3 - Abitibi/Temiskamingue and James Bay
• Taykwa Tagamou Nation


Consultation Activities 


Steps that you may need to take in relation to Indigenous consultation for your project 
are outlined in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (attached) and Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental 
Assessment Process which can be found here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process. 


The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the 
Crown’s obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process. The 
proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 


• Providing Indigenous communities with information about the proposed project
including anticipated impacts, and information on timelines;


• Following up with Indigenous communities to ensure they received project
information and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and
concerns about the project;


• Gathering information about how the project could adversely impact the relevant
Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights (e.g., hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural
significance (e.g., burial grounds, archaeological sites);


• Considering the comments and concerns provided by Indigenous communities
and providing responses;


• Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with Indigenous
communities;


• Where appropriate, bearing the reasonable costs associated with these
consultation opportunities; and,


• Maintaining a Consultation Record and providing copies to the ministry.


Notice of Commencement 


The ministry is pleased that you intend to follow the project assessment process as per 
the Transit and Rail Regulation for the project. Please be advised that when you initiate 



https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
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the project assessment process, a Notice of Commencement should be sent to 
Kathleen O’Neill, Director of Environmental Assessment Branch (EAB) and the Project 
Officer, as well as to the Indigenous communities identified above. Prior to issuing a 
Notice of Commencement, proponents are encouraged to contact EAB and other 
government agencies to determine their level of interest in the project.  
 
Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the 
material above, please contact me at (416) 786-4944 or by email 
wai.hadlari@ontario.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Cindy Batista, Transit Coordinator/Special Project Officer, EAB 


Solange Desautels, Supervisor, EAB 
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Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 

Environmental Assessment 
Branch 

7th Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.:      416 314-8452 

Ministère de l’Environnement, de la  
Protection de la nature et des Parcs

Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 

7ème étage 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél.: 416 314-8001 
Téléc.: 416 314-8452 

April 25, 2024 

Krystal Perepeluk 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
SENT VIA EMAIL: Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca 

Re: Project Assessment Process – Identifying Indigenous Communities 

Dear Krystal Perepeluk: 

Thank you for sharing a draft Environmental Project Report for the Northland Passenger 
Rail – Timmins – Porcupine station (project) on April 12, 2024, to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (ministry) for review.  

As you are aware, the Government of Ontario (the "Crown") has a constitutional duty to 
consult Indigenous communities when Crown project approvals could lead to an 
adverse impact on established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. The Crown may 
use existing regulatory processes as a vehicle for fulfilling its constitutional duty, 
including a project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Ontario Regulation 231/08) (Transit and Rail Regulation).   

The Crown has a duty to consult Indigenous communities when it knows about 
established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights and contemplates decisions 
or actions that could adversely affect them. The ministry is delegating the procedural 
aspects of consultation to you through this letter.  

As the proponent of the project, Ontario Northland is in the best position to lead the 
consultation process on behalf of the Crown with the ministry collaborating with the 
Ontario Northland during the project assessment process.  Please contact the ministry if 
an Indigenous community identifies a potential negative impact on an existing 
constitutionally protected Indigenous or treaty right. 

List of Communities to Consult 

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8


Based on the information you have provided, the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 
Indigenous community rights, potential project impacts, and the communities identified, 
the ministry would ask that the following communities be included in the consultation 
process:  

• Apitipi Anicinapek Nation
• Matachewan First Nation
• Mattagami First Nation 
• MNO Region 3 - Abitibi/Temiskamingue and James Bay
• Taykwa Tagamou Nation

Consultation Activities 

Steps that you may need to take in relation to Indigenous consultation for your project 
are outlined in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (attached) and Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental 
Assessment Process which can be found here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process. 

The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the 
Crown’s obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process. The 
proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 

• Providing Indigenous communities with information about the proposed project
including anticipated impacts, and information on timelines;

• Following up with Indigenous communities to ensure they received project
information and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and
concerns about the project;

• Gathering information about how the project could adversely impact the relevant
Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights (e.g., hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural
significance (e.g., burial grounds, archaeological sites);

• Considering the comments and concerns provided by Indigenous communities
and providing responses;

• Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with Indigenous
communities;

• Where appropriate, bearing the reasonable costs associated with these
consultation opportunities; and,

• Maintaining a Consultation Record and providing copies to the ministry.

Notice of Commencement 

The ministry is pleased that you intend to follow the project assessment process as per 
the Transit and Rail Regulation for the project. Please be advised that when you initiate 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process


 

the project assessment process, a Notice of Commencement should be sent to 
Kathleen O’Neill, Director of Environmental Assessment Branch (EAB) and the Project 
Officer, as well as to the Indigenous communities identified above. Prior to issuing a 
Notice of Commencement, proponents are encouraged to contact EAB and other 
government agencies to determine their level of interest in the project.  
 
Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the 
material above, please contact me at (416) 786-4944 or by email 
wai.hadlari@ontario.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Cindy Batista, Transit Coordinator/Special Project Officer, EAB 

Solange Desautels, Supervisor, EAB 

mailto:wai.hadlari@ontario.ca


From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: Kate Bondett; "bruce@taykwatagamou.com"; candice@taykwatamou.com; dwight@taykwatamou.com
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Ashberry, Helena; Graham, Jessica;

Lori Salo
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 12:36:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:bruce@taykwatagamou.com
mailto:candice@taykwatamou.com
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mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
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http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming



 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre      

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024 Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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Hydro One 

Apitipi Anicinapek Nation



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "wfnchief@apitipi.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: FW: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:20:04 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
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From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
To: wfnchief@wahgoshigfirstnation.com
Cc: lr@apitipi.ca; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: [External] Northlander Passenger Rail -Timmins-Porcupine Station_Transit project
Date: Friday, April 26, 2024 9:19:39 AM
Attachments: ONTC TimminsPorcupineStn_Indigenous Contacts Letter Apr 25, 2024 REV.pdf

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Dear Chief Black and Council:

I am writing to you about the transit and rail project assessment process regulation for the 
proposed Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins – Porcupine Station (project).

Ontario Northland (the proponent) is proposing to build a new station in the City of Timmins 
that will operate as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service. The first step in the 
project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process regulation 
(Ontario Regulation 231/08) is for the proponent to develop a preliminary Indigenous 
community list and confirm this list with the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks (ministry).

Consultation with potentially affected or interested Indigenous communities is required during 
the project assessment process. Based on Ontario’s current understanding of treaties, 
traditional land use areas, claims and assertions in the project area, Ontario has identified that 
your community has constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty rights that may be 
impacted by the project. The ministry has therefore directed the proponent to consult with you 
during the project assessment process (see attached letter from the ministry to the proponent).

The ministry is committed to environmental protection and engaging Indigenous communities 
and other interested persons throughout the project assessment process. The ministry 
encourages you, and your community, to participate in the consultation process led by the 
proponent. The ministry will be available throughout should you have any questions or 
concerns about the process.

If you have any questions or concerns at this time, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If have 
any questions about the project, you may also contact Krystal Perepeluk from Ontario 
Northland at Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca.

Sincerely,

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
mailto:wfnchief@wahgoshigfirstnation.com
mailto:lr@apitipi.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://namedrop.io/waihadlari
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca



Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 


Environmental Assessment 
Branch 


7th Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.:      416 314-8452 


Ministère de l’Environnement, de la  
Protection de la nature et des Parcs


Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 


7ème étage 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél.: 416 314-8001 
Téléc.: 416 314-8452 


April 25, 2024 


Krystal Perepeluk 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
SENT VIA EMAIL: Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca 


Re: Project Assessment Process – Identifying Indigenous Communities 


Dear Krystal Perepeluk: 


Thank you for sharing a draft Environmental Project Report for the Northland Passenger 
Rail – Timmins – Porcupine station (project) on April 12, 2024, to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (ministry) for review.  


As you are aware, the Government of Ontario (the "Crown") has a constitutional duty to 
consult Indigenous communities when Crown project approvals could lead to an 
adverse impact on established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. The Crown may 
use existing regulatory processes as a vehicle for fulfilling its constitutional duty, 
including a project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Ontario Regulation 231/08) (Transit and Rail Regulation).   


The Crown has a duty to consult Indigenous communities when it knows about 
established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights and contemplates decisions 
or actions that could adversely affect them. The ministry is delegating the procedural 
aspects of consultation to you through this letter.  


As the proponent of the project, Ontario Northland is in the best position to lead the 
consultation process on behalf of the Crown with the ministry collaborating with the 
Ontario Northland during the project assessment process.  Please contact the ministry if 
an Indigenous community identifies a potential negative impact on an existing 
constitutionally protected Indigenous or treaty right. 


List of Communities to Consult 



mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8





Based on the information you have provided, the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 
Indigenous community rights, potential project impacts, and the communities identified, 
the ministry would ask that the following communities be included in the consultation 
process:  


• Apitipi Anicinapek Nation
• Matachewan First Nation
• Mattagami First Nation 
• MNO Region 3 - Abitibi/Temiskamingue and James Bay
• Taykwa Tagamou Nation


Consultation Activities 


Steps that you may need to take in relation to Indigenous consultation for your project 
are outlined in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (attached) and Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental 
Assessment Process which can be found here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process. 


The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the 
Crown’s obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process. The 
proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 


• Providing Indigenous communities with information about the proposed project
including anticipated impacts, and information on timelines;


• Following up with Indigenous communities to ensure they received project
information and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and
concerns about the project;


• Gathering information about how the project could adversely impact the relevant
Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights (e.g., hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural
significance (e.g., burial grounds, archaeological sites);


• Considering the comments and concerns provided by Indigenous communities
and providing responses;


• Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with Indigenous
communities;


• Where appropriate, bearing the reasonable costs associated with these
consultation opportunities; and,


• Maintaining a Consultation Record and providing copies to the ministry.


Notice of Commencement 


The ministry is pleased that you intend to follow the project assessment process as per 
the Transit and Rail Regulation for the project. Please be advised that when you initiate 



https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process

https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process





 


the project assessment process, a Notice of Commencement should be sent to 
Kathleen O’Neill, Director of Environmental Assessment Branch (EAB) and the Project 
Officer, as well as to the Indigenous communities identified above. Prior to issuing a 
Notice of Commencement, proponents are encouraged to contact EAB and other 
government agencies to determine their level of interest in the project.  
 
Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the 
material above, please contact me at (416) 786-4944 or by email 
wai.hadlari@ontario.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Cindy Batista, Transit Coordinator/Special Project Officer, EAB 


Solange Desautels, Supervisor, EAB 



mailto:wai.hadlari@ontario.ca









Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 

Environmental Assessment 
Branch 

7th Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.:      416 314-8452 

Ministère de l’Environnement, de la  
Protection de la nature et des Parcs

Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 

7ème étage 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél.: 416 314-8001 
Téléc.: 416 314-8452 

April 25, 2024 

Krystal Perepeluk 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
SENT VIA EMAIL: Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca 

Re: Project Assessment Process – Identifying Indigenous Communities 

Dear Krystal Perepeluk: 

Thank you for sharing a draft Environmental Project Report for the Northland Passenger 
Rail – Timmins – Porcupine station (project) on April 12, 2024, to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (ministry) for review.  

As you are aware, the Government of Ontario (the "Crown") has a constitutional duty to 
consult Indigenous communities when Crown project approvals could lead to an 
adverse impact on established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. The Crown may 
use existing regulatory processes as a vehicle for fulfilling its constitutional duty, 
including a project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Ontario Regulation 231/08) (Transit and Rail Regulation).   

The Crown has a duty to consult Indigenous communities when it knows about 
established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights and contemplates decisions 
or actions that could adversely affect them. The ministry is delegating the procedural 
aspects of consultation to you through this letter.  

As the proponent of the project, Ontario Northland is in the best position to lead the 
consultation process on behalf of the Crown with the ministry collaborating with the 
Ontario Northland during the project assessment process.  Please contact the ministry if 
an Indigenous community identifies a potential negative impact on an existing 
constitutionally protected Indigenous or treaty right. 

List of Communities to Consult 

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8


Based on the information you have provided, the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 
Indigenous community rights, potential project impacts, and the communities identified, 
the ministry would ask that the following communities be included in the consultation 
process:  

• Apitipi Anicinapek Nation
• Matachewan First Nation
• Mattagami First Nation
• MNO Region 3 - Abitibi/Temiskamingue and James Bay
• Taykwa Tagamou Nation

Consultation Activities 

Steps that you may need to take in relation to Indigenous consultation for your project 
are outlined in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (attached) and Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental 
Assessment Process which can be found here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process. 

The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the 
Crown’s obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process. The 
proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 

• Providing Indigenous communities with information about the proposed project
including anticipated impacts, and information on timelines;

• Following up with Indigenous communities to ensure they received project
information and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and
concerns about the project;

• Gathering information about how the project could adversely impact the relevant
Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights (e.g., hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural
significance (e.g., burial grounds, archaeological sites);

• Considering the comments and concerns provided by Indigenous communities
and providing responses;

• Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with Indigenous
communities;

• Where appropriate, bearing the reasonable costs associated with these
consultation opportunities; and,

• Maintaining a Consultation Record and providing copies to the ministry.

Notice of Commencement 

The ministry is pleased that you intend to follow the project assessment process as per 
the Transit and Rail Regulation for the project. Please be advised that when you initiate 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process


 

the project assessment process, a Notice of Commencement should be sent to 
Kathleen O’Neill, Director of Environmental Assessment Branch (EAB) and the Project 
Officer, as well as to the Indigenous communities identified above. Prior to issuing a 
Notice of Commencement, proponents are encouraged to contact EAB and other 
government agencies to determine their level of interest in the project.  
 
Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the 
material above, please contact me at (416) 786-4944 or by email 
wai.hadlari@ontario.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Cindy Batista, Transit Coordinator/Special Project Officer, EAB 

Solange Desautels, Supervisor, EAB 

mailto:wai.hadlari@ontario.ca


From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: Kate Bondett; "wfnchief@apitipi.ca"; wfnchief@wahgoshigfirstnation.com; lr@apitipi.ca
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk; Lori Salo; Ashberry, Helena; Graham,

Jessica
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 12:53:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:wfnchief@apitipi.ca
mailto:wfnchief@wahgoshigfirstnation.com
mailto:lr@apitipi.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:Lori.Salo@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming



 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


 

 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Mike Guillemette
To: Miljus, Alexia L
Subject: Automatic reply: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 12:53:56 PM

Aanii/K8e! 
 
Thank you for your email.  This automated response is your assurance that your
message has been received by this office and will be reviewed as soon as
resources permit. Due to the high volume of correspondence received by this
office, we are not able to respond personally to every inquiry. 
 
Therefore, if your matter is urgent, please contact the following individuals as in
accordance to their function,
 
General Lands & Resources Inquiries:
Mr. Chris Sackaney
Manager, Lands & Resources
managerlr@apitipi.ca
 
IBA Matters & Detour Lake Site:
Ms. Sharon Plourde
Impact Benefit Agreement (IBA) Implementation Lead
ibalead@apitipi.ca
 
Permits, Mining and Exploration Matters:
Mr. Paul McKenzie
Mineral Development Advisor (MDA)
mda@apitipi.ca
 
IBA Macassa Site:
Mr. Charles Miller
Impact Benefit Agreement (IBA) Coordinator - Macassa Site
at macassa.iba@apitipi.ca
 
IBA McEwen Site:
Mr. Nigel Babin
Impact Benefit Agreement (IBA) Coordinator – McEwen Site
McEwenIBA@apitipi.ca
 
Forestry Matters:
Mr. Aaron Brown
Forestry Coordinator
forestry@apitipi.ca
 
Land Use Plan Matters:
Vacant

mailto:lr@apitipi.ca
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:managerlr@apitipi.ca
mailto:ibalead@apitipi.ca
mailto:mda@apitipi.ca
mailto:macassa.iba@apitipi.ca
mailto:McEwenIBA@apitipi.ca
mailto:forestry@apitipi.ca


Land Use Plan Coordinator
Mr. Aaron Brown forestry@apitipi.ca or Mr. Chris Sackaney managerlr@apitipi.ca
 
Mapping Matters:
Vacant
Mapping Coordinator
Mr. Aaron Brown forestry@apitipi.ca or Mr. Chris Sackaney managerlr@apitipi.ca
 
Environmental Matters:
Mr. Andrew Bubar
Water and Geochemistry Specialist Consultant
andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca or Mr. Chris Sackaney managerlr@apitipi.ca
 
AAN Negotiations Matters:
Mr. Lance Black,
Director, Negotiations & Contract Management
negotiator@apitipi.ca
 
 
All Other Matters:
Ms. Cheryl Tremblay
Interim Executive Director/Band Manager
executive.director@apitipi.ca
 
 
This automated message may not be relied upon to fulfil, in whole or part, any duty
to consult the Apitipi Anicinapek Nation.
 
Mik8etc!
 
Lands & Resources Department
This e-mail message and any attachments are intended only for the above-named recipient(s)
and may contain information that is confidential and solicitor-client privileged. If you have
received this message in error, please notify me immediately and delete this e-mail and any
attachments without copying, distributing or disclosing their contents.   Le présent courriel et
toute pièce jointe sont prévus pour les destinataires indiqués ci-dessus uniquement, et peuvent
contenir des renseignements confidentiels et soumis au secret professionnel. Si vous avez reçu
ce message par erreur, veuillez m’en aviser immédiatement et supprimer ce courriel et toute
pièce jointe sans copier, distribuer ni divulguer son contenu.

mailto:forestry@apitipi.ca
mailto:managerlr@apitipi.ca
mailto:forestry@apitipi.ca
mailto:managerlr@apitipi.ca
mailto:andrew@tamarackenvironmental.ca
mailto:managerlr@apitipi.ca
mailto:negotiator@apitipi.ca
mailto:executive.director@apitipi.ca


Hydro One 

Wabun Tribal Council



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "jbatise@wabun.on.ca"
Cc: Miljus, Alexia L; Saltarelli, Amber; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:20:46 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:jbatise@wabun.on.ca
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
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mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cb53cbd13648341b845d208dc58b96292%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482800455935380%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=evI8Dqle%2BuiOky97evtWA9OL%2FhALPkFCb%2B0LaQGV8PI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cb53cbd13648341b845d208dc58b96292%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482800455935380%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=evI8Dqle%2BuiOky97evtWA9OL%2FhALPkFCb%2B0LaQGV8PI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cb53cbd13648341b845d208dc58b96292%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482800455946444%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=akFV018DPzaNpU5ApBOhqcAm6xxgd2o11rXLQ7kdgmE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cb53cbd13648341b845d208dc58b96292%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482800455954241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IdD6UITGf478zytUOW5ZRetOL1OwtvoIsh4eJjuLgdo%3D&reserved=0

Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…
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From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "Kate Bondett"; "jbatise@wabun.on.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk; Lori Salo; Ashberry, Helena; Graham,

Jessica
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 12:57:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:jbatise@wabun.on.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:Lori.Salo@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming



 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


Hydro One 

Mushkegowuk Council



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "grandchief@mushkegowuk.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:21:37 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:grandchief@mushkegowuk.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C12007bf206284e4626f908dc58b9819f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482800971702887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pS6M%2FPd5VfHeE%2B9AYtzPlCNw27dyCezvBnXe7zT16N4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C12007bf206284e4626f908dc58b9819f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482800971702887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pS6M%2FPd5VfHeE%2B9AYtzPlCNw27dyCezvBnXe7zT16N4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C12007bf206284e4626f908dc58b9819f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482800971716086%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VhvA4adAB3TQUNI7dPFgca%2BkklyYIZIuN%2FwNOazdFIw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C12007bf206284e4626f908dc58b9819f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482800971728118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7CNwXI0wLEKAx4mcaGw83o8qg3dxcMlyNX2j25IPhu4%3D&reserved=0

Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…
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From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: Kate Bondett; "grandchief@mushkegowuk.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:01:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:grandchief@mushkegowuk.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming



 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca






 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca





 

 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


 

 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship Centers



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "ofifc@ofifc.org"
Cc: Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:22:33 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:ofifc@ofifc.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C3501f3c25cc24f7560f908dc58b9a2c9%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482801527043603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3mW5XFRe4CdQiJ5onF6c%2FDOIGOU3KjdlFPZVvDsKHOc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C3501f3c25cc24f7560f908dc58b9a2c9%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482801527043603%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3mW5XFRe4CdQiJ5onF6c%2FDOIGOU3KjdlFPZVvDsKHOc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C3501f3c25cc24f7560f908dc58b9a2c9%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482801527054437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rNFbKBGQQc%2FiwG%2FnONFuKLheRKu1bxhI0Nx%2FukW3GEI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C3501f3c25cc24f7560f908dc58b9a2c9%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482801527062805%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7WKm4RLJY3jequEOzm6mb5GZ8Jq6I9p7%2B2YvhR1doTI%3D&reserved=0

Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…
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From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: Kate Bondett; "ofifc@ofifc.org"
Cc: Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber; Lori Salo; Ashberry, Helena; Graham,

Jessica
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:04:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:ofifc@ofifc.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:Lori.Salo@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming



 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca






 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca





 

 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


 

 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


Hydro One 

Timmins Native Friendship Centre



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "mbird@tnfc.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:23:18 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:mbird@tnfc.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cf1c58a8d49ae4641632708dc58b9ba54%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482801980519652%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gI4w3DPbcR9WShzMd9llqqK5ezlNsrgOSNGZCM3EZHI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cf1c58a8d49ae4641632708dc58b9ba54%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482801980519652%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gI4w3DPbcR9WShzMd9llqqK5ezlNsrgOSNGZCM3EZHI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cf1c58a8d49ae4641632708dc58b9ba54%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482801980530469%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=q0ZFpYuqljKBbwx8pH9di3%2BEnBRUGt6JXSnJUv%2F4MXA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cf1c58a8d49ae4641632708dc58b9ba54%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482801980541573%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=54J%2BOU2UNiK0NBMU2Bw6AXJWKxPTaQi2aYQL%2B%2Ff0yKQ%3D&reserved=0

Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…
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From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "Kate Bondett"; "csirois@tnfc.ca"; "mgull@tnfc.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; "Veronica Campbell"; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk; "Lori Salo"; Graham, Jessica;

Ashberry, Helena
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:33:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

Good Afternoon,
 
I see that Mickayla may no longer be with the Timmins Native Friendship Centre.
 
The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.
 
As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.
 
We look forward to hearing from you.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
 

From: Miljus, Alexia L 
Sent: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:09 PM
To: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>; 'mbird@tnfc.ca' <mbird@tnfc.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@gfnet.com>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:csirois@tnfc.ca
mailto:mgull@tnfc.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:Lori.Salo@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming



 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca






 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca





<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Lori Salo <Lori.Salo@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham,
Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming


 

 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public      

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine 
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024 Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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Ontario Native Women's Association



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "reception@onwa.ca"
Cc: Miljus, Alexia L; Saltarelli, Amber; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Rebecca McGlynn
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:23:54 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:reception@onwa.ca
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C9121a592cc1345fe820c08dc58b9d274%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482802338396250%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fGSMXZjFpE6Or4TzCFAuTsbcI3bGvAYOKnLokYLDfDM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C9121a592cc1345fe820c08dc58b9d274%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482802338396250%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fGSMXZjFpE6Or4TzCFAuTsbcI3bGvAYOKnLokYLDfDM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C9121a592cc1345fe820c08dc58b9d274%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482802338406564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zAx3xrzqVfVythBzRtJTODwz8D5jybLShpwxbTkB%2F%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C9121a592cc1345fe820c08dc58b9d274%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482802338414857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xgtR%2F3Q5uoQDw9luilq2mzWtE0s9BetRO60NiDmUV10%3D&reserved=0

Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…
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From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "Kate Bondett"; "reception@onwa.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Rebecca McGlynn; Lori Salo; Graham, Jessica; Ashberry,

Helena
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:10:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
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mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 
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Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 
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Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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Métis Nation of Ontario



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "contactus@metisnation.org"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:24:56 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:contactus@metisnation.org
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
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mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cd02d57be3bee4ed606a308dc58b9f1a3%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482802952074588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Y%2BX5DKOU4aTPuL3EsUwd8u2K7JuIlCn%2B5tK8xj5Tcxk%3D&reserved=0
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Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…
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From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
To: consultations@metisnation.org
Cc: JacquesP@metisnation.org; victorias@metisnation.org; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: [External] Northlander Passenger Rail -Timmins-Porcupine Station_Transit project
Date: Friday, April 26, 2024 9:27:17 AM
Attachments: ONTC TimminsPorcupineStn_Indigenous Contacts Letter Apr 25, 2024 REV.pdf

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Dear Chief and Council:

I am writing to you about the transit and rail project assessment process regulation for the
proposed Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins – Porcupine Station (project).

Ontario Northland (the proponent) is proposing to build a new station in the City of Timmins
that will operate as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service. The first step in the
project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process regulation
(Ontario Regulation 231/08) is for the proponent to develop a preliminary Indigenous
community list and confirm this list with the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and
Parks (ministry).

Consultation with potentially affected or interested Indigenous communities is required during
the project assessment process. Based on Ontario’s current understanding of treaties,
traditional land use areas, claims and assertions in the project area, Ontario has identified that
your community has constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty rights that may be
impacted by the project. The ministry has therefore directed the proponent to consult with you
during the project assessment process (see attached letter from the ministry to the proponent).

The ministry is committed to environmental protection and engaging Indigenous communities
and other interested persons throughout the project assessment process. The ministry
encourages you, and your community, to participate in the consultation process led by the
proponent. The ministry will be available throughout should you have any questions or
concerns about the process.

If you have any questions or concerns at this time, please don’t hesitate to contact me. If have
any questions about the project, you may also contact Krystal Perepeluk from Ontario
Northland at Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca.

Sincerely,

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
mailto:consultations@metisnation.org
mailto:JacquesP@metisnation.org
mailto:victorias@metisnation.org
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://namedrop.io/waihadlari
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca



Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 


Environmental Assessment 
Branch 


7th Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.:      416 314-8452 


Ministère de l’Environnement, de la  
Protection de la nature et des Parcs


Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 


7ème étage 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél.: 416 314-8001 
Téléc.: 416 314-8452 


April 25, 2024 


Krystal Perepeluk 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
SENT VIA EMAIL: Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca 


Re: Project Assessment Process – Identifying Indigenous Communities 


Dear Krystal Perepeluk: 


Thank you for sharing a draft Environmental Project Report for the Northland Passenger 
Rail – Timmins – Porcupine station (project) on April 12, 2024, to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (ministry) for review.  


As you are aware, the Government of Ontario (the "Crown") has a constitutional duty to 
consult Indigenous communities when Crown project approvals could lead to an 
adverse impact on established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. The Crown may 
use existing regulatory processes as a vehicle for fulfilling its constitutional duty, 
including a project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Ontario Regulation 231/08) (Transit and Rail Regulation).   


The Crown has a duty to consult Indigenous communities when it knows about 
established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights and contemplates decisions 
or actions that could adversely affect them. The ministry is delegating the procedural 
aspects of consultation to you through this letter.  


As the proponent of the project, Ontario Northland is in the best position to lead the 
consultation process on behalf of the Crown with the ministry collaborating with the 
Ontario Northland during the project assessment process.  Please contact the ministry if 
an Indigenous community identifies a potential negative impact on an existing 
constitutionally protected Indigenous or treaty right. 


List of Communities to Consult 



mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
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Based on the information you have provided, the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 
Indigenous community rights, potential project impacts, and the communities identified, 
the ministry would ask that the following communities be included in the consultation 
process:  


• Apitipi Anicinapek Nation
• Matachewan First Nation
• Mattagami First Nation 
• MNO Region 3 - Abitibi/Temiskamingue and James Bay
• Taykwa Tagamou Nation


Consultation Activities 


Steps that you may need to take in relation to Indigenous consultation for your project 
are outlined in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (attached) and Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental 
Assessment Process which can be found here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process. 


The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the 
Crown’s obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process. The 
proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 


• Providing Indigenous communities with information about the proposed project
including anticipated impacts, and information on timelines;


• Following up with Indigenous communities to ensure they received project
information and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and
concerns about the project;


• Gathering information about how the project could adversely impact the relevant
Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights (e.g., hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural
significance (e.g., burial grounds, archaeological sites);


• Considering the comments and concerns provided by Indigenous communities
and providing responses;


• Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with Indigenous
communities;


• Where appropriate, bearing the reasonable costs associated with these
consultation opportunities; and,


• Maintaining a Consultation Record and providing copies to the ministry.


Notice of Commencement 


The ministry is pleased that you intend to follow the project assessment process as per 
the Transit and Rail Regulation for the project. Please be advised that when you initiate 



https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
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the project assessment process, a Notice of Commencement should be sent to 
Kathleen O’Neill, Director of Environmental Assessment Branch (EAB) and the Project 
Officer, as well as to the Indigenous communities identified above. Prior to issuing a 
Notice of Commencement, proponents are encouraged to contact EAB and other 
government agencies to determine their level of interest in the project.  
 
Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the 
material above, please contact me at (416) 786-4944 or by email 
wai.hadlari@ontario.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Cindy Batista, Transit Coordinator/Special Project Officer, EAB 


Solange Desautels, Supervisor, EAB 
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Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 

Environmental Assessment 
Branch 

7th Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.:      416 314-8452 

Ministère de l’Environnement, de la  
Protection de la nature et des Parcs

Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 

7ème étage 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5 
Tél.: 416 314-8001 
Téléc.: 416 314-8452 

April 25, 2024 

Krystal Perepeluk 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
SENT VIA EMAIL: Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca 

Re: Project Assessment Process – Identifying Indigenous Communities 

Dear Krystal Perepeluk: 

Thank you for sharing a draft Environmental Project Report for the Northland Passenger 
Rail – Timmins – Porcupine station (project) on April 12, 2024, to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks (ministry) for review.  

As you are aware, the Government of Ontario (the "Crown") has a constitutional duty to 
consult Indigenous communities when Crown project approvals could lead to an 
adverse impact on established or asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights. The Crown may 
use existing regulatory processes as a vehicle for fulfilling its constitutional duty, 
including a project assessment process under the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Ontario Regulation 231/08) (Transit and Rail Regulation).   

The Crown has a duty to consult Indigenous communities when it knows about 
established or credibly asserted Aboriginal or treaty rights and contemplates decisions 
or actions that could adversely affect them. The ministry is delegating the procedural 
aspects of consultation to you through this letter.  

As the proponent of the project, Ontario Northland is in the best position to lead the 
consultation process on behalf of the Crown with the ministry collaborating with the 
Ontario Northland during the project assessment process.  Please contact the ministry if 
an Indigenous community identifies a potential negative impact on an existing 
constitutionally protected Indigenous or treaty right. 

List of Communities to Consult 

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080231#BK8


Based on the information you have provided, the Crown’s preliminary assessment of 
Indigenous community rights, potential project impacts, and the communities identified, 
the ministry would ask that the following communities be included in the consultation 
process:  

• Apitipi Anicinapek Nation
• Matachewan First Nation
• Mattagami First Nation 
• MNO Region 3 - Abitibi/Temiskamingue and James Bay
• Taykwa Tagamou Nation

Consultation Activities 

Steps that you may need to take in relation to Indigenous consultation for your project 
are outlined in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (attached) and Code of Practice for Consultation in Ontario’s Environmental 
Assessment Process which can be found here: 
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-
process. 

The ministry relies on consultation conducted by proponents when it assesses the 
Crown’s obligations and directs proponents during the regulatory process. The 
proponent’s responsibilities for procedural aspects of consultation include: 

• Providing Indigenous communities with information about the proposed project
including anticipated impacts, and information on timelines;

• Following up with Indigenous communities to ensure they received project
information and that they are aware of the opportunity to express comments and
concerns about the project;

• Gathering information about how the project could adversely impact the relevant
Aboriginal and/or Treaty rights (e.g., hunting, fishing) or sites of cultural
significance (e.g., burial grounds, archaeological sites);

• Considering the comments and concerns provided by Indigenous communities
and providing responses;

• Where appropriate, discussing potential mitigation strategies with Indigenous
communities;

• Where appropriate, bearing the reasonable costs associated with these
consultation opportunities; and,

• Maintaining a Consultation Record and providing copies to the ministry.

Notice of Commencement 

The ministry is pleased that you intend to follow the project assessment process as per 
the Transit and Rail Regulation for the project. Please be advised that when you initiate 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process
https://www.ontario.ca/document/consultation-ontarios-environmental-assessment-process


 

the project assessment process, a Notice of Commencement should be sent to 
Kathleen O’Neill, Director of Environmental Assessment Branch (EAB) and the Project 
Officer, as well as to the Indigenous communities identified above. Prior to issuing a 
Notice of Commencement, proponents are encouraged to contact EAB and other 
government agencies to determine their level of interest in the project.  
 
Should you or any members of your project team have any questions regarding the 
material above, please contact me at (416) 786-4944 or by email 
wai.hadlari@ontario.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 
Attachment 
 
c: Cindy Batista, Transit Coordinator/Special Project Officer, EAB 

Solange Desautels, Supervisor, EAB 

mailto:wai.hadlari@ontario.ca


From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "Kate Bondett"; "contactus@metisnation.org"; "consultations@metisnation.org"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; "Veronica Campbell"; Krystal Perepeluk; "Lori Salo"; Ashberry, Helena;

Graham, Jessica
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:17:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "petele5@hotmail.com"
Cc: Miljus, Alexia L; Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:25:24 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: Kate Bondett; "petele5@hotmail.com"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Lori Salo; Ashberry, Helena; Graham,

Jessica
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:20:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:petele5@hotmail.com
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:Lori.Salo@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming



 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca






 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca





 

 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


 

 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "Kathleen.Padulo@coo.org"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:26:23 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:Kathleen.Padulo@coo.org
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
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mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C316d6cd50ba540c8260e08dc58ba2a1d%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482803829295803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GfBYaGcbZrrxx2OFELOpUwHyHZLAi2%2BlTkExB3xnJDo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C316d6cd50ba540c8260e08dc58ba2a1d%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482803829295803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GfBYaGcbZrrxx2OFELOpUwHyHZLAi2%2BlTkExB3xnJDo%3D&reserved=0
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From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "Kate Bondett"; "Kathleen.Padulo@coo.org"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk; Lori Salo; Ashberry, Helena; Graham,

Jessica
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:23:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:Kathleen.Padulo@coo.org
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:Lori.Salo@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming



 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca






 


 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 


Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca





 

 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


 

 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 

Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "info@hdi.land"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:27:25 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:info@hdi.land
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
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mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C9876eca3d50342607d6708dc58ba4f29%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482804446283486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BDEt%2Fc40YhhdtrCfu6Cqsmrc1RiuBNUzymsfVqUvpJY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C9876eca3d50342607d6708dc58ba4f29%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482804446283486%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BDEt%2Fc40YhhdtrCfu6Cqsmrc1RiuBNUzymsfVqUvpJY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C9876eca3d50342607d6708dc58ba4f29%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482804446293766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EOl1DIffjfeOut4hrARQK2V7dF%2BS4Hbew%2FX7bghuVWg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C9876eca3d50342607d6708dc58ba4f29%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482804446301967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ycI%2B0EwizDaVwp%2BiWu6JTrjnZ7wFqS46CStk%2B%2Bee1HU%3D&reserved=0

Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…

		1

		2

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	


&"Arial,Italic"Page &P of &N	&D




image1.jpeg



image2.png





[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "ohahokta@hotmail.com"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:28:05 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "williams.todde@gmail.com"
Cc: Miljus, Alexia L; Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:28:46 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: Kate Bondett; "info@hdi.land"; ohahokta@hotmail.com; williams.todde@gmail.com
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Lori Salo; Ashberry, Helena; Graham,

Jessica
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, July 16, 2024 1:26:00 PM
Attachments: ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN-FR.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

Good Afternoon,

The new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City
of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake (refer to key map within the attached Notice). Station elements
will include: train platform, station building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi
stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area
also includes reserved land that may be required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility;
this future facility will require an impact assessment and consultation.

As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) on April 9, 2024 and
subsequent Notice of Commencement circulated on May 30, 2024 (re-attached here for reference),
we are reaching out to confirm that you have no outstanding comments or interests related to the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Project/TRPAP.  We also kindly request any information you may provide
related to any existing aboriginal or treaty rights that may be negatively impacted by project.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 


ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 


d’information du public          


Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  


Le projet 


Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 


Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 


Le processus 


Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


L’occasion de vous exprimer 


En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 


Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 


Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 


Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 


Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 


Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          


Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  


The Project 


A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 


For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 


The Process 


The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 


Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 


Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 


Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 


Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 


Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 


This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 



https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 

ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 

d’information du public          

Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  

Le projet 

Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 

Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 

Le processus 

Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

L’occasion de vous exprimer 

En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 

Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 

Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 

Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 

Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca"; "enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca"; "ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca";

"info@otc-cta.gc.ca"; "questions@tc.gc.ca"; "information@pc.gc.ca"
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Thursday, April 18, 2024 9:36:20 AM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good morning,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by May 8, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 

mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C3b8dbe9c039240e1dbe408dc5fac84a2%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638490441792455154%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EQT1xWbmmch13s9ny0Ud2KftZkVE%2F8pd0fMSkwzUEUs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C3b8dbe9c039240e1dbe408dc5fac84a2%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638490441792455154%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EQT1xWbmmch13s9ny0Ud2KftZkVE%2F8pd0fMSkwzUEUs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C3b8dbe9c039240e1dbe408dc5fac84a2%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638490441792469972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uIhtG2hkJM6vOae7jQH7p63%2FCmrpOd6yV9Ed%2Bn3CoC4%3D&reserved=0
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Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…
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Hydro One 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada



From: OP Habitat (DFO/MPO) <DFO.OPHabitat.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 10:05 AM
To: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: [External] RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender.

Hello Kate Bondett,

Thank you for the notification of draft environmental project report for Timmins-Porcupine Station. 
The Department reviews projects (works, undertakings, or activities) being conducted in or near
waterbodies that support fish.  We also review project proposals for impacts to Species at Risk.  We
do not review notifications for administrative processes.  Please visit our website at:
https://www.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/pnw-ppe/index-eng.html to determine whether your project requires a
review by the Department.  If you determine that your project needs a review please complete and
submit a Request for Review Form to: FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca.  If you have any

questions feel free to contact us at: 1-855-852-8320.

Yours sincerely,

Triage and Planning
Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Program
Fisheries and Oceans Canada

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dfo-mpo.gc.ca%2Fpnw-ppe%2Findex-eng.html&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C434e4a1bdd1645a8570d08dc5fb2c03f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638490468537009431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7Qxe%2BXWXCL9WgJkulN%2Bw%2BbvIcSjg1OJD9PH3kbjHb8g%3D&reserved=0
mailto:FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca


You don't often get email from kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca. Learn why this is important

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 9:36 AM
To: OP Habitat (DFO/MPO) <DFO.OPHabitat.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>; 'enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca'
<enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca>; 'ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca' <ontarioregion-
regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca>; 'info@otc-cta.gc.ca' <info@otc-cta.gc.ca>; 'questions@tc.gc.ca'
<questions@tc.gc.ca>; 'information@pc.gc.ca' <information@pc.gc.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

Good morning,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by May 8, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C434e4a1bdd1645a8570d08dc5fb2c03f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638490468537020279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZyDjb7EF0tohr%2BYH1ZQcSqHgxok3UgBF8lVkuiLwMIo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C434e4a1bdd1645a8570d08dc5fb2c03f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638490468537020279%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZyDjb7EF0tohr%2BYH1ZQcSqHgxok3UgBF8lVkuiLwMIo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C434e4a1bdd1645a8570d08dc5fb2c03f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638490468537027871%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=59qMJg%2FBJ7MkbruaYX33gQNhSz0yEnRfTeM0w04cVkY%3D&reserved=0


From: OP Habitat (DFO/MPO) <DFO.OPHabitat.MPO@dfo-mpo.gc.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 9:36 AM
To: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: [External] FFHPP.CA Auto-Reply

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender.

Thank you for contacting Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Fish and Fish Habitat Protection Program.

This e-mail is a confirmation of receipt for your submission of a Request for Review form or Code of
Practice notification form. Please do not mail a hard copy of your submission to any of our offices at this
time unless you are unable to submit a digital version.

We will respond to your email as soon as possible. Thank you for your patience.

Merci d’avoir pris contact avec le Programme de protection du poisson et de son habitat de Pêches et
Océans Canada.

Le présent courriel accuse réception du formulaire de demande d’examen ou d’avis de code de
pratique que vous avez envoyé. Veuillez ne pas envoyer de copie papier à nos bureaux pour le
moment à moins que vous soyez dans l’incapacité d’envoyer une version numérique.

Nous répondrons à votre courriel dès que possible. Nous vous remercions pour votre patience.



Hydro One 

Environment and Climate Change Canada



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Enviroinfo (ECCC)
To: Miljus, Alexia L
Subject: Automatic reply: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 12:05:05 PM

*** English version will follow ***
Merci d’avoir communiqué avec le Centre de renseignements à la population
d’Environnement et Changement climatique Canada.
Nous accusons réception de votre demande et vous répondrons dans les meilleurs délais.
Veuillez noter que les courriels contenant des injures, des grossièretés ou des menaces ne
seront pas tolérés et ne recevront aucune réponse.
Pour les demandes de renseignements des médias, veuillez communiquer avec l’équipe des
relations avec les médias d’Environnement et Changement climatique Canada par courriel à
l’adresse media@ec.gc.ca ou par téléphone au 1-844-836-7799.
Nos bureaux sont ouverts du lundi au vendredi, de 8 h à 17 h 30, heure de l’Est, et sont fermés
les jours fériés.
Pour signaler une urgence environnementale, composez le numéro de téléphone disponible
24 heures sur 24 de la province ou du territoire dans lequel l’événement se produit. Pour
obtenir de plus amples renseignements, visitez le https://www.canada.ca/fr/environnement-
changement-climatique/services/programme-urgences-environnementales/signaler-
urgence.html

Centre de renseignements à la population
Environnement et Changement climatique Canada
enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca
1-800-668-6767

***************
Thank you for contacting Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Public Inquiries Centre.
We acknowledge receipt of your email and will get back to you as soon as possible.
Please note that emails containing profanity / foul language or threats will not be tolerated and
will not be responded to.
For media enquiries, please contact Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Media
Relations team by email at media@ec.gc.ca or by phone at 1-844-836-7799.
Our offices are open Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., Eastern Time, and are
closed on statutory holidays.
To report an environmental emergency: Call the 24-hour telephone number for the province or
territory where the event is occurring. For more information, please visit: Report an
Environmental Emergency.

Public Inquiries Centre
Environment and Climate Change Canada
enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca
1-800-668-6767
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca"
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber; "Veronica Campbell"; Rebecca McGlynn; "Kate Bondett"
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 12:03:00 PM
Attachments: Copy of Notice of Commencement Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.msg

Good Afternoon,
 
We’re writing in regards to the Ontario Northland: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project
Assessment Process. As a follow up to our circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report in
April 2024, and Notice of Commencement message from July 19 (attached here), we are writing to
confirm that you have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the project. If you could
please respond via e-mail to confirm this by August 16, it would be very much appreciated.
 
We look forward to hearing from you.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
 

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 9:36 AM
To: 'FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca' <FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>;
'enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca' <enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca>; 'ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca'
<ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca>; 'info@otc-cta.gc.ca' <info@otc-cta.gc.ca>;
'questions@tc.gc.ca' <questions@tc.gc.ca>; 'information@pc.gc.ca' <information@pc.gc.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

 
Good morning,
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Copy of Notice of Commencement: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process

		From

		Miljus, Alexia L

		To

		'enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca'

		Cc

		Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk

		Recipients

		enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca; asaltarelli@gfnet.com; Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca; krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca



Good Afternoon,





 





On behalf of Ontario Northland, and as a follow up to our previous e-mail distribution issued on May 30th (attached here), ONTC would like to ensure you successfully received and are aware of the Notice of Commencement for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process. Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement.





 





Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated transportation network.





 





A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The environmental impacts associated with the Project are being assessed in accordance with Ontario Regulation 231/08 (Transit and Rail Regulation) – Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.  





 





Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement for additional information about the project and how to provide any feedback you might have.





 





Thank you,





 





Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner





Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3





O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com





Excellence Delivered As Promised





gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter  





 





PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.





 





CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 



Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          



Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  



The Project 



A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 



For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 



The Process 



The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 



Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 



Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 



Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 



Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 



This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 





https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 



ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 



d’information du public          



Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  



Le projet 



Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 



Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 



Le processus 



Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



L’occasion de vous exprimer 



En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 



Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 



Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 



Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 



Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 
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From: Brooks Tuckett
To: Veronica Campbell
Subject: FW: Public Information Centre Notice
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 10:14:28 AM



From: Ontario Northland [mailto:info@ontarionorthland.ca] 
Sent: May 30, 2024 4:31 PM
Subject: Public Information Centre Notice



Good afternoon,
Ontario Northland is excited to be making progress towards the new era of the
Northlander. As a vital part of our community, we want to keep you informed and
involved in this exciting development and progress on the construction of the
proposed new Timmins-Porcupine Station.
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine station will feature a wide range of amenities,
including a train platform, station building, outdoor parking, bus bays, a taxi stand, a
designated passenger pick-up/drop-off area and a municipal bus stop. Situated along
the existing rail corridor just west of Bob’s Lake, the station aims to revolutionize
transportation connectivity in our region.



Highlighting the success of our first public information centre, Ontario Northland’s
project team received valuable feedback and engaged in insightful discussions with
community members who could attend.
We invite you to join us at our second public information centre event to learn more
about the proposed Timmins-Porcupine station, the status of engineering designs and
the results of the environmental studies to date. This is an opportunity to share
feedback and learn more about the progress being made.





mailto:Brooks.Tuckett@ontarionorthland.ca


mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca


mailto:info@ontarionorthland.ca








· Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024
· Time: Drop in between 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
· Location: Northern College, Timmins Campus
· Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine, ON P0N 1H0
For more details about the project, please visit our website here. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact our Project Team at pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Bonjour,
Ontario Northland se réjouit des progrès accomplis en vue de la nouvelle ère du
service de train de passagers Northlander. Vu toute son importance pour notre
communauté, nous souhaitons maintenir votre intérêt à l’égard de ce projet
passionnant et vous tenir informés de celui‑ci et de l’avancement des travaux de
construction de la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée.
Cette gare comprendra un large éventail d’aménagements, notamment un quai, un
bâtiment, un parc de stationnement extérieur, des zones d’arrêt d’autobus, une station
de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le débarquement des passagers,
et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. Située le long du corridor ferroviaire actuel, tout justeà
l’ouest de Bob’s Lake, la gare a pour objet de révolutionner la connectivité des
transports dans notre région.



Notre première séance d’information publique s’est révélée un succès. Eneffet,
l’équipe de projet d’Ontario Northland a reçu des commentaires de grandevaleur et a
pris part à des discussions pertinentes avec les membres de lacommunauté qui ont
pu assister à la séance.
Nous vous invitons à vous joindre à nous lors de notre deuxième séance d’information
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publique pour en savoirplus sur la gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée, sur
l’état d’avancement desconcepts techniques et sur les résultats des études
environnementales menées jusqu’à présent. Ce sera l’occasion de formuler des
commentaires et d’en apprendre davantage à propos des progrès réalisés.
· Date: Lemercredi 19 juin 2024
· Heure: Présentez-vousentre 11 h et 14 h, ou entre 16 h et 19 h
· Lieu: Northern College, campusde Timmins
· Adresse : 4715, route 101 Est, South Porcupine (Ontario) P0N 1H0
Pour obtenir plus de détails sur le projet, consultez notre site Web, ici. Si vous avez
des questions ou despréoccupations, veuillez communiquer avec notre équipe de
projet, à l’adresse pr@ontarionorthland.ca.
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I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by May 8, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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Hydro One 

Impact Assessment Agency of Canada



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca"
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn; Kate Bondett
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 12:12:00 PM
Attachments: Copy of Notice of Commencement Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.msg

Good Afternoon,
 
We’re writing in regards to the Ontario Northland: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project
Assessment Process. As a follow up to our circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report in
April 2024, and Notice of Commencement message from July 19 (attached here), we are writing to
confirm that you have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the project. If you could
please respond via e-mail to confirm this by August 16, it would be very much appreciated.
 
We look forward to hearing from you.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
 

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 9:36 AM
To: 'FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca' <FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>;
'enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca' <enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca>; 'ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca'
<ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca>; 'info@otc-cta.gc.ca' <info@otc-cta.gc.ca>;
'questions@tc.gc.ca' <questions@tc.gc.ca>; 'information@pc.gc.ca' <information@pc.gc.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

 
Good morning,
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		Cc
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Good Afternoon,





 





On behalf of Ontario Northland, and as a follow up to our previous e-mail distribution issued on May 30th (attached here), ONTC would like to ensure you successfully received and are aware of the Notice of Commencement for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process. Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement.





 





Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated transportation network.





 





A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The environmental impacts associated with the Project are being assessed in accordance with Ontario Regulation 231/08 (Transit and Rail Regulation) – Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.  





 





Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement for additional information about the project and how to provide any feedback you might have.





 





Thank you,





 





Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner





Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3





O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com





Excellence Delivered As Promised





gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter  





 





PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.





 





CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 



Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          



Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  



The Project 



A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 



For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 



The Process 



The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 



Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 



Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 



Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 



Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 



This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 





https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 



ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 



d’information du public          



Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  



Le projet 



Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 



Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 



Le processus 



Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



L’occasion de vous exprimer 



En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 



Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 



Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 



Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 



Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 
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From: Brooks Tuckett
To: Veronica Campbell
Subject: FW: Public Information Centre Notice
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 10:14:28 AM



From: Ontario Northland [mailto:info@ontarionorthland.ca] 
Sent: May 30, 2024 4:31 PM
Subject: Public Information Centre Notice



Good afternoon,
Ontario Northland is excited to be making progress towards the new era of the
Northlander. As a vital part of our community, we want to keep you informed and
involved in this exciting development and progress on the construction of the
proposed new Timmins-Porcupine Station.
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine station will feature a wide range of amenities,
including a train platform, station building, outdoor parking, bus bays, a taxi stand, a
designated passenger pick-up/drop-off area and a municipal bus stop. Situated along
the existing rail corridor just west of Bob’s Lake, the station aims to revolutionize
transportation connectivity in our region.



Highlighting the success of our first public information centre, Ontario Northland’s
project team received valuable feedback and engaged in insightful discussions with
community members who could attend.
We invite you to join us at our second public information centre event to learn more
about the proposed Timmins-Porcupine station, the status of engineering designs and
the results of the environmental studies to date. This is an opportunity to share
feedback and learn more about the progress being made.
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· Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024
· Time: Drop in between 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
· Location: Northern College, Timmins Campus
· Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine, ON P0N 1H0
For more details about the project, please visit our website here. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact our Project Team at pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Bonjour,
Ontario Northland se réjouit des progrès accomplis en vue de la nouvelle ère du
service de train de passagers Northlander. Vu toute son importance pour notre
communauté, nous souhaitons maintenir votre intérêt à l’égard de ce projet
passionnant et vous tenir informés de celui‑ci et de l’avancement des travaux de
construction de la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée.
Cette gare comprendra un large éventail d’aménagements, notamment un quai, un
bâtiment, un parc de stationnement extérieur, des zones d’arrêt d’autobus, une station
de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le débarquement des passagers,
et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. Située le long du corridor ferroviaire actuel, tout justeà
l’ouest de Bob’s Lake, la gare a pour objet de révolutionner la connectivité des
transports dans notre région.



Notre première séance d’information publique s’est révélée un succès. Eneffet,
l’équipe de projet d’Ontario Northland a reçu des commentaires de grandevaleur et a
pris part à des discussions pertinentes avec les membres de lacommunauté qui ont
pu assister à la séance.
Nous vous invitons à vous joindre à nous lors de notre deuxième séance d’information
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publique pour en savoirplus sur la gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée, sur
l’état d’avancement desconcepts techniques et sur les résultats des études
environnementales menées jusqu’à présent. Ce sera l’occasion de formuler des
commentaires et d’en apprendre davantage à propos des progrès réalisés.
· Date: Lemercredi 19 juin 2024
· Heure: Présentez-vousentre 11 h et 14 h, ou entre 16 h et 19 h
· Lieu: Northern College, campusde Timmins
· Adresse : 4715, route 101 Est, South Porcupine (Ontario) P0N 1H0
Pour obtenir plus de détails sur le projet, consultez notre site Web, ici. Si vous avez
des questions ou despréoccupations, veuillez communiquer avec notre équipe de
projet, à l’adresse pr@ontarionorthland.ca.
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I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by May 8, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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Hydro One 

Canadian Transportation Agency



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: John Woodward; Stephen Karasmanis
Cc: Info; Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber; Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca; Rebecca McGlynn;

Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca; Terry Kuny
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Thursday, August 1, 2024 5:33:00 PM

Hi John and Stephen,
 
Thank you for confirming. You have now been removed from the contact list.
 
Regards,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If
you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review,
disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

 
From: John Woodward <John.Woodward@otc-cta.gc.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 1:59 PM
To: Stephen Karasmanis <Stephen.Karasmanis@otc-cta.gc.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>
Cc: Info <Info@otc-cta.gc.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Saltarelli,
Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca; Terry Kuny
<Terry.Kuny@otc-cta.gc.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

 
Many thanks Stephen.
 

From: Stephen Karasmanis <Stephen.Karasmanis@otc-cta.gc.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 1:57 PM
To: amiljus@GFNET.com
Cc: Info <Info@otc-cta.gc.ca>; krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca; asaltarelli@GFNET.com;
Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca; Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca;
Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca; John Woodward <John.Woodward@otc-cta.gc.ca>; Terry
Kuny <Terry.Kuny@otc-cta.gc.ca>
Subject: FW: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

Hello Alexia Miljus,
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Thank you for the update. I can confirm that we do not have any comments at this
time. Also, the Agency no longer requires to be updated on this project.

Thanks,
Stephen

Stephen Karasmanis, P. Eng, M. Eng, BASc
(Il/lui/he/him/his)

Ingénieur Infrastructure, Direction générale des déterminations et de la conformité
Office des transports du Canada / Gouvernement du Canada
Stephen.Karasmanis@otc-cta.gc.ca
Tél: 819-665-0568 / ATS: 1-800-669-5575
Suivez-nous: otc-cta.gc.ca / X (Twitter) / YouTube

Infrastructure Engineer, Determinations and Compliance Branch
Canadian Transportation Agency / Government of Canada
Stephen.Karasmanis@otc-cta.gc.ca
Cell: (819) 665-0568 / TTY: 1-800-669-5575
Follow us: otc-cta.gc.ca / X (Twitter) / YouTube
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Info
To: Miljus, Alexia L
Subject: Accusé de réception de l"Office des transports du Canada / Acknowledgement of receipt from the Canadian

Transportation Agency
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 11:55:26 AM

English follows French

Nous vous remercions d'avoir communiqué avec l'Office des transports du Canada. Nous vous
répondrons dans les plus brefs délais.
_______________

Thank you for contacting the Canadian Transportation Agency. We will get back to you as soon as
possible.

mailto:Info@otc-cta.gc.ca
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "info@otc-cta.gc.ca"
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn; Kate Bondett
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 11:53:00 AM
Attachments: Copy of Notice of Commencement Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.msg

Good Afternoon,

We’re writing in regards to the Ontario Northland: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project
Assessment Process. As a follow up to our circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report in
April 2024, and Notice of Commencement message from July 19 (attached here), we are writing to
confirm that you have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the project. If you could
please respond via e-mail to confirm this by August 16, it would be very much appreciated.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 9:36 AM
To: 'FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca' <FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>;
'enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca' <enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca>; 'ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca'
<ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca>; 'info@otc-cta.gc.ca' <info@otc-cta.gc.ca>;
'questions@tc.gc.ca' <questions@tc.gc.ca>; 'information@pc.gc.ca' <information@pc.gc.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
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		info@otc-cta.gc.ca; asaltarelli@gfnet.com; Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca; krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca



Good Afternoon,





 





On behalf of Ontario Northland, and as a follow up to our previous e-mail distribution issued on May 30th (attached here), ONTC would like to ensure you successfully received and are aware of the Notice of Commencement for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process. Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement.





 





Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated transportation network.





 





A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The environmental impacts associated with the Project are being assessed in accordance with Ontario Regulation 231/08 (Transit and Rail Regulation) – Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.  





 





Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement for additional information about the project and how to provide any feedback you might have.





 





Thank you,





 





Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner





Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3





O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com





Excellence Delivered As Promised





gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter  





 





PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.





 





CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 



Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          



Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  



The Project 



A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 



For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 



The Process 



The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 



Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 



Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 



Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 



Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 



This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 





https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 



ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 



d’information du public          



Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  



Le projet 



Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 



Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 



Le processus 



Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



L’occasion de vous exprimer 



En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 



Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 



Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 



Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 



Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 
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From: Brooks Tuckett
To: Veronica Campbell
Subject: FW: Public Information Centre Notice
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 10:14:28 AM



From: Ontario Northland [mailto:info@ontarionorthland.ca] 
Sent: May 30, 2024 4:31 PM
Subject: Public Information Centre Notice



Good afternoon,
Ontario Northland is excited to be making progress towards the new era of the
Northlander. As a vital part of our community, we want to keep you informed and
involved in this exciting development and progress on the construction of the
proposed new Timmins-Porcupine Station.
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine station will feature a wide range of amenities,
including a train platform, station building, outdoor parking, bus bays, a taxi stand, a
designated passenger pick-up/drop-off area and a municipal bus stop. Situated along
the existing rail corridor just west of Bob’s Lake, the station aims to revolutionize
transportation connectivity in our region.



Highlighting the success of our first public information centre, Ontario Northland’s
project team received valuable feedback and engaged in insightful discussions with
community members who could attend.
We invite you to join us at our second public information centre event to learn more
about the proposed Timmins-Porcupine station, the status of engineering designs and
the results of the environmental studies to date. This is an opportunity to share
feedback and learn more about the progress being made.
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· Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024
· Time: Drop in between 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
· Location: Northern College, Timmins Campus
· Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine, ON P0N 1H0
For more details about the project, please visit our website here. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact our Project Team at pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Bonjour,
Ontario Northland se réjouit des progrès accomplis en vue de la nouvelle ère du
service de train de passagers Northlander. Vu toute son importance pour notre
communauté, nous souhaitons maintenir votre intérêt à l’égard de ce projet
passionnant et vous tenir informés de celui‑ci et de l’avancement des travaux de
construction de la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée.
Cette gare comprendra un large éventail d’aménagements, notamment un quai, un
bâtiment, un parc de stationnement extérieur, des zones d’arrêt d’autobus, une station
de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le débarquement des passagers,
et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. Située le long du corridor ferroviaire actuel, tout justeà
l’ouest de Bob’s Lake, la gare a pour objet de révolutionner la connectivité des
transports dans notre région.



Notre première séance d’information publique s’est révélée un succès. Eneffet,
l’équipe de projet d’Ontario Northland a reçu des commentaires de grandevaleur et a
pris part à des discussions pertinentes avec les membres de lacommunauté qui ont
pu assister à la séance.
Nous vous invitons à vous joindre à nous lors de notre deuxième séance d’information
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publique pour en savoirplus sur la gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée, sur
l’état d’avancement desconcepts techniques et sur les résultats des études
environnementales menées jusqu’à présent. Ce sera l’occasion de formuler des
commentaires et d’en apprendre davantage à propos des progrès réalisés.
· Date: Lemercredi 19 juin 2024
· Heure: Présentez-vousentre 11 h et 14 h, ou entre 16 h et 19 h
· Lieu: Northern College, campusde Timmins
· Adresse : 4715, route 101 Est, South Porcupine (Ontario) P0N 1H0
Pour obtenir plus de détails sur le projet, consultez notre site Web, ici. Si vous avez
des questions ou despréoccupations, veuillez communiquer avec notre équipe de
projet, à l’adresse pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Copyright © 2024 Ontario Northland, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because you opted in to receive special offers and news



from Ontario Northland. 



Our mailing address is:
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St E
North Bay, ON P1B 8E3
Canada



Add us to your address book



Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by May 8, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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Hydro One 

Transport Canada



From: Web Feedback / Commentaires Web <WEBFeedback-Commentairesweb@tc.gc.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 9:36 AM
To: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: [External] RE: [External/Externe]: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine
Station

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender.

Thank you for contacting Transport Canada. This automated response is to assure you that your
message has been received and will be reviewed as soon as possible. 

********

Merci d’avoir communiqué avec Transports Canada. La présente réponse automatique vise à vous
assurer que votre message a été reçu et qu’il sera examiné dès que possible.



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: ONT Environment / Environnement ONT
To: Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Veronica Campbell; Rebecca McGlynn
Subject: RE: [External/Externe]: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Monday, April 29, 2024 11:03:22 AM

Greetings,
 
Thank you for your correspondence.
 
FYI This email address is the general inbox for Impact Assessment projects, not the Web Feedback
address originally copied.
 
Please note Transport Canada does not require receipt of all Individual or Class EA related
notifications. We request that project proponents self-assess whether their project:
 

1. Will interact with a federal property and/or waterway by reviewing the Directory of Federal
Real Property, available at at www.tbs-sct.gc.ca/dfrp-rbif/; and

2. Will require approval and/or authorization under any Acts administered by Transport Canada*
available at http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/acts-regulations/menu.htm.

 
Proposed projects that will occur on federal property (including reserve lands or lands owned by
federal departments other than Transport Canada) will be subject to an Impact Assessment per
Section 82 of the Impact Assessment Act, 2019 prior to exercising a federal power (including full or
partial funding), and/or performing a function or duty (e.g. regulatory approval or issuance of a
lease) in relation to that project.
 
If the criteria above do not apply, Transport Canada’s Environmental Assessment program should
not be included in any further correspondence, and future notifications will not receive a response.
If there is a role under the program, correspondence should be forwarded to: EnviroOnt@tc.gc.ca
with a brief description of Transport Canada’s expected role.
 
*Below is a summary of the most common Acts that apply to projects in an Environmental
Assessment context:

 
·         Canadian Navigable Waters Act (CNWA) – the Act applies primarily to works constructed

or placed in, on, over, under, through, or across navigable waters set out under the Act. The
Navigation Protection Program administers the CNWA through the review and authorization
of works affecting navigable waters. Information about the Program, CNWA and approval
process is available at: http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/programs-621.html. Inquiries can be
directed to NPPONT-PPNONT@tc.gc.ca or by calling (519) 383-1863.

 
·         Railway Safety Act (RSA) – the Act provides the regulatory framework for railway safety,
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security, and some of the environmental impacts of railway operations in Canada. The Rail
Safety Program develops and enforces regulations, rules, standards and procedures
governing safe railway operations. Additional information about the Program is available at:
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/railsafety/menu.htm. Inquiries can be directed to
RailSafety@tc.gc.ca or by calling (613) 998-2985.  

 
·         Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act (TDGA) – the transportation of dangerous goods

by air, marine, rail and road is regulated under the TDGA.  Transport Canada, based on risks,
develops safety standards and regulations, provides oversight and gives expert advice on
dangerous goods to promote public safety. Additional information about the transportation
of dangerous goods is available at: https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/tdg/safety-menu.htm. Inquiries
can be directed to TDG-TMDOntario@tc.gc.ca or by calling (416) 973-1868.

 
·         Aeronautics Act – this Act and the associated Canadian Aviation Regulations (CARs) govern

civil aviation in Canada. Transport Canada should be notified of projects involving
aerodromes and associated structures, or activities that could affect aviation safety. Elevated
structures, such as wind turbines and communication towers, are examples of projects that
must be assessed for lighting and marking requirements in accordance with the CARs.
Transport Canada also has an interest in projects that have the potential to cause
interference between wildlife and aviation activities. One example would be waste facilities,
which may attract birds into commercial and recreational flight paths. Additional guidance
can be found in the Land Use In The Vicinity of Aerodromes publication, available at:
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/civilaviation/publications/tp1247-menu-1418.htm. Information
about Transport Canada’s Civil Aviation program can be found at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/aviation. Inquires can be directed to aviation.ont@tc.gc.ca  or by
calling 1 (800) 305-2059 / (416) 952-0230.
 

Please advise if additional information is needed.
 
Thank you,
 
Environmental Assessment Program, Ontario Region
Transport Canada / Government of Canada / 4900 Yonge St., Toronto, ON M2N 6A5
EnviroOnt@tc.gc.ca
 
Programme d'évaluation environnementale, Région de l'Ontario
Transports Canada / Gouvernement du Canada / 4900, rue Yonge, Toronto, ON, M2N 6A5
EnviroOnt@tc.gc.ca
 
 
 
 

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 10:36 AM
To: 'FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca' <FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>;
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'enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca' <enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca>; 'ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca'
<ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca>; 'info@otc-cta.gc.ca' <info@otc-cta.gc.ca>; Web
Feedback / Commentaires Web <WEBFeedback-Commentairesweb@tc.gc.ca>;
'information@pc.gc.ca' <information@pc.gc.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: [External/Externe]: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 
Good morning,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by May 8, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 

mailto:enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca
mailto:ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca
mailto:info@otc-cta.gc.ca
mailto:WEBFeedback-Commentairesweb@tc.gc.ca
mailto:information@pc.gc.ca
mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@GFNET.com
mailto:amiljus@GFNET.com
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C147098e7b5c64f64949608dc685d7e22%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638499998016731692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P0FT%2FOGuT4S%2B9kVsw7FdVQycpI0%2B2irUvbBgCPutKYw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C147098e7b5c64f64949608dc685d7e22%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638499998016731692%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P0FT%2FOGuT4S%2B9kVsw7FdVQycpI0%2B2irUvbBgCPutKYw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C147098e7b5c64f64949608dc685d7e22%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638499998016737214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2By4Ae%2FbFEqiaMc%2FehX48xYdRf0bnDljRRhhYvfa9t8g%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C147098e7b5c64f64949608dc685d7e22%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638499998016742588%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cPh2FI%2B8MJV55NXFXbBlHZJQK%2FjHJ0LEb2lCi36dRpM%3D&reserved=0


Hydro One 

Parks Canada



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: information (PC)
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Krystal Perepeluk; Rebecca McGlynn; Kate Bondett; Veronica Campbell; Leung, Andrea
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, August 21, 2024 9:55:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello Léticia,
 
At the outset of the TRPAP, an initial conservative approach is taken to developing the stakeholder
contact list, which includes identifying all government agencies who may have a potential interest in
the Project.  With this in mind, Parks Canada was identified in the early stages of the project as a
stakeholder that may have a potential interest in the project as it relates to:

Potential effects on natural heritage features;

Potential effects on recreational areas;
 
However, as part of progressing the impact assessment studies for the TRPAP, it should be noted
that there are no anticipated impacts on Parks Canada.  Please confirm you wish to be removed
from the project contact list.
 
Thank you,

 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

 
From: information (PC) <information@pc.gc.ca> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 3:21 PM
To: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>
Subject: Re: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

 

 

Hello/Bonjour Alexia,

Thank you for contacting Parks Canada and thank you for your interest.
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Parks Canada has reviewed your inquiry and failed to see how this project concerns Parks
Canada. Can you provide more info on how this project relates to Parks Canada?

I hope this information proves helpful. Should you have any other questions, please feel free to
contact us again. Please note: you can also reach the Parks Canada National Information
Service toll-free at 1-888-773-8888 in North America or 819-420-9486 for international
callers. We are open 7 days/week from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. EST.

With regards,

Léticia
Service national d'information | National Information Service
Direction de l'expérience du visiteur | Visitor Experience Branch
Parcs Canada | Parks Canada
information@pc.gc.ca
Renseignements généraux | General Inquiries 888-773-8888
Renseignements généraux (international) | General Inquiries (international) 819-420-9486
Téléimprimeur | Teletypewriter 866-787-6221
www.parcscanada.gc.ca | www.parkscanada.gc.ca
Gouvernement du Canada | Government of Canada

Parcs Canada - 450 000 km2 d’histoires / Parks Canada - 450 000 km2 of stories 
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: information (PC)
To: Miljus, Alexia L
Subject: Parcs Canada / Parks Canada
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 12:25:04 PM

COURRIEL EXTERNE – FAITES PREUVE DE PRUDENCE / EXTERNAL EMAIL – USE CAUTION

Bonjour / Hello,
- English message below -
Merci d'avoir contacté Parcs Canada.
               
Ceci est un message automatique confirmant la réception de votre courriel. Il n'est pas nécessaire de
répondre à ce courriel. Nous répondrons à votre demande d'information aussitôt que possible,
généralement dans les délais de trois jours ouvrables.
               
Si vous nécessitez de l'aide immédiate, n'hésitez pas d'appeler notre Service national d'information
au 1-888-773-8888 (sans frais en Amérique du Nord) ou au 1-613-860-1251 (international). Nos
bureaux sont ouverts de 10h à 18h HSE, 7 jours par semaine.
               
***********************************************************
               
-Message en français ci-dessus -
Thank you for contacting Parks Canada.
This is an automatic response to confirm that we have received your email. There is no need to reply
to this email. We will reply to your inquiry as soon as possible (typically within three (3) business
days).
If you would like immediate assistance about your inquiry, please do not hesitate to contact Parks
Canada's National Information Service (toll-free within North America) at 1-888-773-8888 or 1-613-
860-1251 (International). We are open 7 days/week from 10 am to 6 pm EST.
               
Service national d'information | National Information Service
Parcs Canada | Parks Canada
30 rue Victoria
Gatineau, Québec
J8X 0B3
information@pc.gc.ca
                 
Renseignements généraux | General Inquiries 888-773-8888
Renseignements généraux (international) | General Inquiries (international) 613-860-1251
https://parcs.canada.ca/ | https://parks.canada.ca/
Gouvernement du Canada | Government of Canada
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "information@pc.gc.ca"
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber; "Veronica Campbell"; Rebecca McGlynn; "Kate Bondett"
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 12:23:00 PM
Attachments: Copy of Notice of Commencement Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.msg

Good Afternoon,

We’re writing in regards to the Ontario Northland: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project
Assessment Process. As a follow up to our circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report in
April 2024, and Notice of Commencement message from July 19 (attached here), we are writing to
confirm that you have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the project. If you could
please respond via e-mail to confirm this by August 16, it would be very much appreciated.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, April 18, 2024 9:36 AM
To: 'FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca' <FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca>;
'enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca' <enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca>; 'ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca'
<ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca>; 'info@otc-cta.gc.ca' <info@otc-cta.gc.ca>;
'questions@tc.gc.ca' <questions@tc.gc.ca>; 'information@pc.gc.ca' <information@pc.gc.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

Good morning,

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:information@pc.gc.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gannettfleming.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C123bd1d4ad014cb28a8108dca2a5cfa6%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638564080296323271%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FuVpY4t089GiULskbW8rJjGavjmHFyxkK4Ihrhlq0CA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fgannett-fleming&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C123bd1d4ad014cb28a8108dca2a5cfa6%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638564080296329210%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Da3CNVAXsse343muc8jar4DgUaQ8BMcISd6C1bKjQB4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FGannettFleming&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C123bd1d4ad014cb28a8108dca2a5cfa6%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638564080296335197%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=awQH4LqUaJQl16RQSmJO%2BAepmIzSW2y7m0lECYqL4WM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fgannettfleming&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C123bd1d4ad014cb28a8108dca2a5cfa6%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638564080296340918%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G25I4%2BYAAnR4MqaxqiNJ8cfqFJpABaPrYliQfpd7nF8%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:FisheriesProtection@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
mailto:enviroinfo@ec.gc.ca
mailto:ontarioregion-regiondontario@iaac-aeic.gc.ca
mailto:info@otc-cta.gc.ca
mailto:questions@tc.gc.ca
mailto:information@pc.gc.ca
mailto:krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@GFNET.com
mailto:amiljus@GFNET.com
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca

Copy of Notice of Commencement: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process

		From

		Miljus, Alexia L

		To

		'information@pc.gc.ca'

		Cc

		Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk

		Recipients

		information@pc.gc.ca; asaltarelli@gfnet.com; Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca; krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca



Good Afternoon,





 





On behalf of Ontario Northland, and as a follow up to our previous e-mail distribution issued on May 30th (attached here), ONTC would like to ensure you successfully received and are aware of the Notice of Commencement for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process. Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement.





 





Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated transportation network.





 





A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The environmental impacts associated with the Project are being assessed in accordance with Ontario Regulation 231/08 (Transit and Rail Regulation) – Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.  





 





Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement for additional information about the project and how to provide any feedback you might have.





 





Thank you,





 





Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner





Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3





O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com





Excellence Delivered As Promised





gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter  





 





PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.





 





CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.










ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement  PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf

ONTC_NPR_Notice of Commencement  PIC2_CLEAN-EAB_Version3_CLEAN.pdf




 



 
www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 



Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          



Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  



The Project 



A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 



For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 



The Process 



The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 



Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 



Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 



Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 



Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 



This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 





https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 



ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 



d’information du public          



Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  



Le projet 



Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 



Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 



Le processus 



Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



L’occasion de vous exprimer 



En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 



Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 



Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 



Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 



Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 
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From: Brooks Tuckett
To: Veronica Campbell
Subject: FW: Public Information Centre Notice
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 10:14:28 AM



From: Ontario Northland [mailto:info@ontarionorthland.ca] 
Sent: May 30, 2024 4:31 PM
Subject: Public Information Centre Notice



Good afternoon,
Ontario Northland is excited to be making progress towards the new era of the
Northlander. As a vital part of our community, we want to keep you informed and
involved in this exciting development and progress on the construction of the
proposed new Timmins-Porcupine Station.
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine station will feature a wide range of amenities,
including a train platform, station building, outdoor parking, bus bays, a taxi stand, a
designated passenger pick-up/drop-off area and a municipal bus stop. Situated along
the existing rail corridor just west of Bob’s Lake, the station aims to revolutionize
transportation connectivity in our region.



Highlighting the success of our first public information centre, Ontario Northland’s
project team received valuable feedback and engaged in insightful discussions with
community members who could attend.
We invite you to join us at our second public information centre event to learn more
about the proposed Timmins-Porcupine station, the status of engineering designs and
the results of the environmental studies to date. This is an opportunity to share
feedback and learn more about the progress being made.





mailto:Brooks.Tuckett@ontarionorthland.ca


mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca


mailto:info@ontarionorthland.ca








· Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024
· Time: Drop in between 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
· Location: Northern College, Timmins Campus
· Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine, ON P0N 1H0
For more details about the project, please visit our website here. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact our Project Team at pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Bonjour,
Ontario Northland se réjouit des progrès accomplis en vue de la nouvelle ère du
service de train de passagers Northlander. Vu toute son importance pour notre
communauté, nous souhaitons maintenir votre intérêt à l’égard de ce projet
passionnant et vous tenir informés de celui‑ci et de l’avancement des travaux de
construction de la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée.
Cette gare comprendra un large éventail d’aménagements, notamment un quai, un
bâtiment, un parc de stationnement extérieur, des zones d’arrêt d’autobus, une station
de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le débarquement des passagers,
et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. Située le long du corridor ferroviaire actuel, tout justeà
l’ouest de Bob’s Lake, la gare a pour objet de révolutionner la connectivité des
transports dans notre région.



Notre première séance d’information publique s’est révélée un succès. Eneffet,
l’équipe de projet d’Ontario Northland a reçu des commentaires de grandevaleur et a
pris part à des discussions pertinentes avec les membres de lacommunauté qui ont
pu assister à la séance.
Nous vous invitons à vous joindre à nous lors de notre deuxième séance d’information
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publique pour en savoirplus sur la gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée, sur
l’état d’avancement desconcepts techniques et sur les résultats des études
environnementales menées jusqu’à présent. Ce sera l’occasion de formuler des
commentaires et d’en apprendre davantage à propos des progrès réalisés.
· Date: Lemercredi 19 juin 2024
· Heure: Présentez-vousentre 11 h et 14 h, ou entre 16 h et 19 h
· Lieu: Northern College, campusde Timmins
· Adresse : 4715, route 101 Est, South Porcupine (Ontario) P0N 1H0
Pour obtenir plus de détails sur le projet, consultez notre site Web, ici. Si vous avez
des questions ou despréoccupations, veuillez communiquer avec notre équipe de
projet, à l’adresse pr@ontarionorthland.ca.
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I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by May 8, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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From: information (PC) <information@pc.gc.ca>
Sent: Friday, April 19, 2024 5:41:33 PM
To: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: [External] Re: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Hello/Bonjour Kate,

Thank you for contacting Parks Canada. .

This e-mail is to advise you that I have forwarded your message to the appropriate Parks Canada
contact to look after your request.

With regards,

Léticia
Service national d'information | National Information Service
Direction de l'expérience du visiteur | Visitor Experience Branch
Parcs Canada | Parks Canada
information@pc.gc.ca
Renseignements généraux | General Inquiries 888-773-8888
Renseignements généraux (international) | General Inquiries (international) 819-420-9486
Téléimprimeur | Teletypewriter 866-787-6221

www.parcscanada.gc.ca | www.parkscanada.gc.ca

Gouvernement du Canada | Government of Canada

Parcs Canada - 450 000 km2 d’histoires / Parks Canada - 450 000 km2 of stories

mailto:pc.information.pc@canada.ca
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "greg.ault@ontario.ca"; "charlene.cressman@ontario.ca"; "leah.schmidt@ontario.ca"; "tracy.legasy@ontario.ca";

"Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca"; Soule, Jillian (MTO); "James.Pearce@ontario.ca";
"richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca"; "wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca";
"David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca"

Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:30:42 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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Comment Sheet
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1 - Will Comply
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3 - N/A
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Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Krystal Perepeluk
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP)
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP); Saltarelli, Amber; Yousif, Silva (MECP); Soule, Jillian (MTO); Graham, Jessica;

Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO); Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
Subject: Re: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record
Date: Tuesday, March 18, 2025 4:01:22 PM

Hi Cindy, 

Apologies for the delay, we were just giving it another read through.  Please see the document at the
link below and let us know if you have any issues with access. 
https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-se39f69da271648ee9f8d905befd5f814

Cheers, 
-Krystal 

 
Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland
 
C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
 
www.ontarionorthland.ca
 
VACATION ALERT: 
March 27-April 8
 

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2025 11:05 AM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; asaltarelli@GFNET.com
<asaltarelli@gfnet.com>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her)
(MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista,
Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: [External] RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record
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mailto:Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca
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CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Morning Krystal.
 
Just following up on the email below and the ministry’s request to see a copy of the
Record of Consultation.
 
As per section 9 of the Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process regulation, a
Record of Consultation is required. The ministry did not receive a copy of the record
during the draft EPR review stage. We understand that the record is a live document
and will require updates as a proponent moves through the process. We are
requesting you sharing what you have now with the ministry for our review and the
final record to be included in the final EPR. 
 
Thank you,
 
Cindy
 

From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca> 
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 3:43 PM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
<Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; asaltarelli@GFNET.com; Yousif, Silva (MECP)
<Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record
 

Hi Krystal,
 

Please see responses from the ministry below.
 

Please add a section in the final EPR that speaks to the reason for a time-out,
why it was necessary, and summarize the agency comments and ONTC’s
response to those outstanding comments. This section should include the dates
of timing out and timing back into the transit and rail project assessment
process. This narrative will be added within Section 5.3 of the EPR.
MECP: Thank you.
 
In Section 5.2.4 of the draft EPR (dated August 8, 2024) there is reference to an
April 26, 2024, email the ministry sent to several Indigenous communities. The
email was sent to the specific communities to inform them that, on April 25,



2024, the ministry delegated the procedural aspects of consultation to ONTC.
Please revise the summary paragraph in the final EPR to include this
information. Please also include a summary that speaks to the April 25, 2024,
delegation letter to ONTC. This section will be updated as requested.
MECP: Thank you.
 
 

This is a friendly reminder that the Record of Consultation, as an appendix to
the EPR, should include all copies of correspondence between interested
persons, agencies, and Indigenous communities. This includes, meeting
minutes, all comments received and responses to those comments in a table
format organized by groups (e.g., government agencies, public and Indigenous
communities.) The Record of Consultation will be included as an Appendix to
the EPR and includes copies of correspondence between interested persons,
agencies, and Indigenous communities, as well as meeting minutes, copies of
Public Meeting material, etc.  Please note that all comments received and
responses to those comments (in a table format organized by groups) have
been included within Sections 5.2 and 5.3 of the EPR.  We request that MECP
confirm that these tables can remain in Section 5.3 rather than include them in
the Consultation Record appendix.  Alternatively, the tables can also be added
to the Consultation Record appendix so that they are included in both locations
of the documentation.  Please confirm which approach is preferred.
MECP: The Tables should remain in Section 5.3 of the EPR. But you can also
include the Tables in the Consultation records as well. More importantly, copies
of all correspondence, including comments and responses (i.e. emails, letters,
phone logs), and meeting minutes should be incorporated in the Record of
Consultation.
 
 

Any comments/concerns raised by Indigenous communities in meetings or
through correspondence should be summarized in the final EPR and the
ONTC’s response to those comments/concerns should also be included. All
correspondence, meeting minutes, follow up calls etc., should be included in
the Indigenous consultation record as an Appendix. Sections 5.2.2 and 5.3.3
within the EPR contain a summary of any comments/concerns raised by
Indigenous communities in meetings or through correspondence, as well as



ONTC’s responses, where applicable.  In addition, all available correspondence,
meeting minutes, etc., have been included in the consultation record as an
Appendix.  We wish to note that with respect to meetings with Indigenous
communities, there were typically several different topics discussed at these
meetings - including the Timmins Station project/TRPAP as well as other
subjects that ONTC was consulting on.  Therefore, with respect to the content
of these meeting minutes, anything that is confidential and does not apply to
the Timmins Station TRPAP has been redacted.
MECP: Noted, re: redaction of topics not relevant to the current project. Please
ensure all copies of correspondence, including emails, phone logs, and letters,
etc., are provided in the consultation records.
 
Page 80 of the draft EPR referenced an October 2024 meeting with the Wabun
Tribal Council. Did this meeting happen? If so, what was the outcome?  Please
update this accordingly as well as any other updates regarding to the
consultation since the draft EPR was shared with the ministry in August 2024.
We confirm that this meeting occurred on October 23, 2024 and the EPR was
updated accordingly to summarize the outcome of this meeting.
MECP: Thank you for confirming.
 
The ministry would like to see the Record of Consultation (Appendix I) as soon
as possible, even in draft form, as ONTC works on finalizing this appendix for
final submission with the Notice of Completion of the EPR. A copy of the draft
Record of Consultation (Appendix I) will be provided to MECP shortly per your
request.
MECP: We look forward to receiving the draft Record of Consultation.
 

Please let me know if you have additional questions.
 

Thanks,
 

Wai
 
 
Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnamedrop.io%2Fwaihadlari&data=05%7C02%7Casaltarelli%40gfnet.com%7Cce60e5775dad4c2cada608dd6657a406%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638779248814721995%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IrhhEjfQVt3B%2B2qQtIEJSRGQRq9VcSKGkCGawQmtCJw%3D&reserved=0


135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944
 
 
 
 

From: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 10:30 AM
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc: asaltarelli@GFNET.com; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari,
Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>; Strachan, Natalie
(She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Subject: Re: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record
 

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Good Morning Cindy, 
 

I am now back from vacation, please see responses to your comments below.  Thank you for your
assistance in moving this across the finish line. 
 

Cheers, 
-Krystal 
 
 
 
Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland
 
C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
 
www.ontarionorthland.ca
 
VACATION ALERT: 
March 27-April 8
 
 

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 8:34 AM
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To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: asaltarelli@GFNET.com <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
<Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Yousif, Silva
(MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@gfnet.com>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Batista,
Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: [External] Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record
 

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

 

Hello Krystal.
 
I hope you are well. As you and your team work towards finalizing the EPR for
the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station, I would like to offer some additional
guidance specifically on the Consultation Record and how consultation is
summarized in the EPR.
Please add a section in the final EPR that speaks to the reason for a time-out,
why it was necessary, and summarize the agency comments and ONTC’s
response to those outstanding comments. This section should include the dates
of timing out and timing back into the transit and rail project assessment
process. This narrative will be added within Section 5.3 of the EPR.
In Section 5.2.4 of the draft EPR (dated August 8, 2024) there is reference to an
April 26, 2024, email the ministry sent to several Indigenous communities. The
email was sent to the specific communities to inform them that, on April 25,
2024, the ministry delegated the procedural aspects of consultation to ONTC.
Please revise the summary paragraph in the final EPR to include this
information. Please also include a summary that speaks to the April 25, 2024,
delegation letter to ONTC. This section will be updated as requested.
This is a friendly reminder that the Record of Consultation, as an appendix to
the EPR, should include all copies of correspondence between interested
persons, agencies, and Indigenous communities. This includes, meeting
minutes, all comments received and responses to those comments in a table
format organized by groups (e.g., government agencies, public and Indigenous
communities.) The Record of Consultation will be included as an Appendix to
the EPR and includes copies of correspondence between interested persons,
agencies, and Indigenous communities, as well as meeting minutes, copies of
Public Meeting material, etc.  Please note that all comments received and
responses to those comments (in a table format organized by groups) have been
included within Sections 5.2 and 5.3 of the EPR.  We request that MECP
confirm that these tables can remain in Section 5.3 rather than include them in
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the Consultation Record appendix.  Alternatively, the tables can also be added
to the Consultation Record appendix so that they are included in both locations
of the documentation.  Please confirm which approach is preferred.
 

Any comments/concerns raised by Indigenous communities in meetings or
through correspondence should be summarized in the final EPR and the
ONTC’s response to those comments/concerns should also be included. All
correspondence, meeting minutes, follow up calls etc., should be included in
the Indigenous consultation record as an Appendix. Sections 5.2.2 and 5.3.3
within the EPR contain a summary of any comments/concerns raised by
Indigenous communities in meetings or through correspondence, as well as
ONTC’s responses, where applicable.  In addition, all available correspondence,
meeting minutes, etc., have been included in the consultation record as an
Appendix.  We wish to note that with respect to meetings with Indigenous
communities, there were typically several different topics discussed at these
meetings - including the Timmins Station project/TRPAP as well as other
subjects that ONTC was consulting on.  Therefore, with respect to the content
of these meeting minutes, anything that is confidential and does not apply to
the Timmins Station TRPAP has been redacted.
 

Page 80 of the draft EPR referenced an October 2024 meeting with the Wabun
Tribal Council. Did this meeting happen? If so, what was the outcome?  Please
update this accordingly as well as any other updates regarding to the
consultation since the draft EPR was shared with the ministry in August 2024.
We confirm that this meeting occurred on October 23, 2024 and the EPR was
updated accordingly to summarize the outcome of this meeting.
The ministry would like to see the Record of Consultation (Appendix I) as soon
as possible, even in draft form, as ONTC works on finalizing this appendix for
final submission with the Notice of Completion of the EPR. A copy of the draft
Record of Consultation (Appendix I) will be provided to MECP shortly per
your request.
 
 

Please reach out if you have any questions.
 
Thank you.
 
 



Cindy Batista | Special Project Officer | Transit Coordinator (she/her)
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation & Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Floor, Toronto, ON M4V 1P5 
Phone: 437-248-0058 | Email: cindy.batista@ontario.ca
 
If you have any accommodation needs or require communication supports or alternate
formats, please let me know. 
Si vous avez des besoins en matière d’adaptation, ou si vous nécessitez des aides à la
communication ou des médias substituts, veuillez me le faire savoir.
 
 

Some information within the contents of this email could be confidential in nature. Consider the sensitivity of the information
before forwarding or deleting. Received a confidential email in error? Contact the ONTC Access & Privacy Specialist for
advice at 705-472-4500 x 516. \\ Certains renseignements contenus dans ce courriel pourraient être de nature confidentielle.
Évaluez la sensibilité de l’information avant de la transférer ou de la supprimer. Vous avez reçu un courriel de nature
confidentielle par erreur? Communiquez avec le spécialiste, Accès à l’information et protection de la vie privée, de la CTON
pour obtenir des conseils au 705 472‑4500, poste 516.

Some information within the contents of this email could be confidential in nature. Consider the sensitivity of the information
before forwarding or deleting. Received a confidential email in error? Contact the ONTC Access & Privacy Specialist for
advice at 705-472-4500 x 516. \\ Certains renseignements contenus dans ce courriel pourraient être de nature confidentielle.
Évaluez la sensibilité de l’information avant de la transférer ou de la supprimer. Vous avez reçu un courriel de nature
confidentielle par erreur? Communiquez avec le spécialiste, Accès à l’information et protection de la vie privée, de la CTON
pour obtenir des conseils au 705 472‑4500, poste 516.
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record

From Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Date Fri 07-Mar-25 10:04 AM
To Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian

(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight
<Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>

Very helpful Cindy – appreciate the clarification.  The EPR will be updated per your recommendations.

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Sent: Friday, March 7, 2025 9:54 AM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight
<Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record

Good morning, Amber.

Thank you for seeking clarification.  The ministry is recommending that the final EPR include
separate a description of the ministry’s April 25, 2024, letter to ONTC and a revised description

mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming


of the ministry’s April 26, 2024, email to the communities.  The purpose of the ministry’s April
26, 2024, email was to inform the Indigenous communities regarding the April 25, 2024 letter in
which the ministry confirmed the community list and provided direction to ONTC regarding
consultation expectations with Indigenous communities. The current wording in the August 2024
EPR does not describe the purpose of the ministry’s April 25, 2024 letter to ONTC.

As per the transit regulation, before distributing the notice of commencement, the proponent
shall contact the Director of this branch to obtain a list of Indigenous communities that may be
interested in the project. Further to my email below, starting the paragraph with reference to the
regulation, followed by describing the April 25, 2024 letter and then the ministry’s April 26, 2024
email would be recommended for clarity and transparency regarding the consultation process
followed by ONTC for this project. I hope this is helpful.

Thanks,

Cindy

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 4:53 PM
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>;
Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight <Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.
Good Afternoon Cindy,

On behalf of ONTC, thanks for reaching out.  I’m replying to acknowledge receipt of your 8:34 AM email. 
I have numbered each item below in the original correspondence for ease of this response. 

For item #2, can you please clarify whether you are requesting 2 different summaries in this section of
the EPR or are the yellow and blue items one and the same?

2. In Section 5.2.4 of the draft EPR (dated August 8, 2024) there is reference to an April 26,
2024, email the ministry sent to several Indigenous communities. The email was sent to
the specific communities to inform them that, on April 25, 2024, the ministry delegated
the procedural aspects of consultation to ONTC. Please revise the summary paragraph in
the final EPR to include this information. Please also include a summary that speaks to the
April 25, 2024, delegation letter to ONTC.

We will provide responses to the other items shortly.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Justin Haight <Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>
Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 2:53 PM
To: 'Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)' <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)
<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>;
Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record

Good Afternoon Cindy,

Please see link below.

Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process & Public Information Centre - Ontario
Northland

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Justin Haight
Project Manager| Business Analysis & Project
Management Office
Ontario Northland
555 Oak Street East, North Bay, ON P1B 8L3
Desk: (705) 472-4500 ext. 356
Cell: (705) 840-8923
Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/blog/notice-commencement-transit-rail-project
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/blog/notice-commencement-transit-rail-project
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From: Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 2:51 PM
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: asaltarelli@GFNET.com; Justin Haight <Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Desautels, Solange
(MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Yousif, Silva
(MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@gfnet.com>
Subject: [External] RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Hi Cindy,

I’m adding Justin Haight from ONTC to the email thread, as he is covering for Krystal
while she is on vacation this week.

Thanks,
Natalie

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 2:34 PM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: asaltarelli@GFNET.com; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai
(MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record

Hello Krystal.

Further to my email below.  I am currently on your website, and I don’t see a copy of the
Notice of Commencement posted. Can you direct me as to where I can find it?

Thanks,

Cindy

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, March 6, 2025 8:34 AM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: asaltarelli@GFNET.com; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai
(MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: Timmins-Porcupine Station - EPR & Consultation Record

Hello Krystal.
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I hope you are well. As you and your team work towards finalizing the EPR for the proposed
Timmins-Porcupine Station, I would like to offer some additional guidance specifically on the
Consultation Record and how consultation is summarized in the EPR.

Please add a section in the final EPR that speaks to the reason for a time-out, why it was
necessary, and summarize the agency comments and ONTC’s response to those outstanding
comments. This section should include the dates of timing out and timing back into the transit
and rail project assessment process.

In Section 5.2.4 of the draft EPR (dated August 8, 2024) there is reference to an April 26, 2024,
email the ministry sent to several Indigenous communities. The email was sent to the specific
communities to inform them that, on April 25, 2024, the ministry delegated the procedural
aspects of consultation to ONTC. Please revise the summary paragraph in the final EPR to include
this information. Please also include a summary that speaks to the April 25, 2024, delegation
letter to ONTC.

This is a friendly reminder that the Record of Consultation, as an appendix to the EPR, should
include all copies of correspondence between interested persons, agencies, and Indigenous
communities. This includes, meeting minutes, all comments received and responses to those
comments in a table format organized by groups (e.g., government agencies, public and
Indigenous communities.) 

Any comments/concerns raised by Indigenous communities in meetings or through
correspondence should be summarized in the final EPR and the ONTC’s response to those
comments/concerns should also be included. All correspondence, meeting minutes, follow up
calls etc., should be included in the Indigenous consultation record as an Appendix.

Page 80 of the draft EPR referenced an October 2024 meeting with the Wabun Tribal Council. Did
this meeting happen? If so, what was the outcome?  Please update this accordingly as well as any
other updates regarding to the consultation since the draft EPR was shared with the ministry in
August 2024.

The ministry would like to see the Record of Consultation (Appendix I) as soon as possible, even
in draft form, as ONTC works on finalizing this appendix for final submission with the Notice of
Completion of the EPR.

Please reach out if you have any questions.

Thank you.

Cindy Batista | Special Project Officer | Transit Coordinator (she/her)
Environmental Assessment Services | Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation & Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Floor, Toronto, ON M4V 1P5 
Phone: 437-248-0058 | Email: cindy.batista@ontario.ca

If you have any accommodation needs or require communication supports or alternate formats, please let
me know.

mailto:cindy.batista@ontario.ca


Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Date Tue 01-Apr-25 11:52 AM
To Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham,

Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley <Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight
<Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Will do.  Thank you.

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 11:39 AM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>;
Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley <Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Qiu,
Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight <Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP)
<Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

Yes. Please.

Cindy

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 11:36 AM
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>;
Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley <Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Qiu,
Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight <Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP)
<Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.
Hi Cindy,

I assume you’d like the green language below reflected in the EPR?  Please advise asap as we’re in the process of
starting to execute the Final PDFs.

Thanks,
Amber

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 11:30 AM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>;
Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley <Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Qiu,
Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight <Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP)
<Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Sent: Tuesday, April 1, 2025 11:30 AM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>

Hello Amber.

The calculations are now in the correct units. Thank you.

Gouwang has made a minor edit to his previous comment (see below in green) based on the results from the
recalculations:

Based on the information from the proponent’s response, PM2.5 and B(a)P emissions and modelled PM2.5
results were used to estimated B(a)P concentrations from the proposed project. It should be noted that B(a)P
concentrations will be higher compared to the estimated results shown in the proponent’s response due to the
particle deposition option and multi-year averages used for PM2.5 modelling. The estimated B(a)P
concentrations were low when Tier 4 engines (with 95% emission control efficiency) were used, and the new
trains will meet the latest EPA Tier 4 emission standards as indicated in the report. It is expected that B(a)P
contribution from the proposed project would also be low with the consideration of the impacts from the particle
deposition option and multi-year averages used for PM2.5 modelling and B(a)P contribution from nearby traffic.
It will not change the conclusions of the assessment. No further actions required.

Regards,

Cindy

mailto:Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@GFNET.com
mailto:Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca
mailto:amiljus@GFNET.com


Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Date Mon 31-Mar-25 3:16 PM
To Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)

<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP)
<Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley
<Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight
<Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
<Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>

1 attachment (963 KB)
ONTC Timmins Stn TRPAP_Air Quality Rpt_MECP Mar 14 and 21_6th round comments responses_Mar 31.docx;

Good Afternoon Cindy,

Our team reran the calculations with the units provided below – please see attached updated table.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Practice Leader - Environmental
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental impacts in
projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our
website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If you are not
the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination,
distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
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1 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  NO2, PM2.5 and benzene were selected as the controlling contaminants for 
the air quality assessment consider the emission to criteria/standards ratio 
and background concentration. 

Acknowledged. 3 

2 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Air monitoring data from Sudbury and New Market stations were used to 
estimate background concentrations for the controlling contaminants and 
ozone concentrations, and 90th percentile concentrations were used for 
estimation of 1-hr and 24-hr background concentrations as recommended 
by the MECP. 

Acknowledged. 3 

3 
Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Nine receptors near the project site were selected and represent the most 
sensitive and closest locations as indicated in the report. Acknowledged. 3 

4 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Road emissions from the predicted increase in vehicular traffic from 2026 to 
2046 and emissions from train station operation including train idling, 
heating, comfort, and emergency equipment were included in the modelling. 

Acknowledged. 3 

5 
Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  AERMOD was used to assess the air quality impacts from the proposed 
project and MECP preprocessed meteorological data were used. Acknowledged. 3 

6 
Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  
  Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the construction of the project were 

estimated. 
Acknowledged. 3 

7 
Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Potential impacts and mitigation measures during the construction phase 
were discussed. Acknowledged. 3 

8 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  The report indicated that the modelled cumulative concentrations (modelled 
plus background) for selected contaminants were lower than applicable 
strict criteria/standards and the project has minor impacts on air quality. 

Acknowledged. 3 

9 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  The estimated result of GHG emissions is roughly 5.9% of the threshold of 
being required to report CO2 emissions in Ontario and 0.00030% of CO2 
emissions from transport in Canada in 2022 based on the information from 
the report. 

Acknowledged. 3 

10 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  NO2, PM2.5 and benzene were selected as the controlling contaminants for 
the air quality assessment consider the emission to criteria/standards ratio 
and background concentration as indicated in the report. The emission to 
criteria/standard ratio for benzo(a)pyrene is also high, even higher 
compared to those for PM2.5 and benzene. It is unclear why 
benzo(a)pyrene was not selected and included in the air quality 
assessment. 

B(a)P was not chosen because it is not known to have relatively high background concentrations in the Porcupine / Timmins area.  
In addition, there is no monitoring station with representative B(a)P concentration data in the last decade.  The two closest NAPS 
stations (which are located more than 500km away from Timmins) that have data from the last decade are:• 125 Resources Road in 
west Toronto.  This monitoring station is situated in generally proximity to the travelled portion of Highway 401 (410,900 AADT in 
2021) – therefore, this station is not representative of the Porcupine / Timmins area.  • Toronto North Downsview at 4905 Dufferin 
Street, Toronto. The data from the Toronto North Downsview station is not viable (there is data published for 2018 only, with just 13 
readings). This station is not representative of the Porcupine / Timmins area.  In our professional opinion, none of the B(a)P data 
sets available in Canada, are representative of Timmins.It is noted that Oxides of Nitrogen were chosen because they have the 
highest emission rate-to-concentration limit ratio.  PM2.5 and Benzene were chosen because they have relatively high background 
concentrations.   Refer to pages 4, 13, 32 & 58 of the report.   

3 



11 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  a) For emission rates estimates, the road emissions due to traffic increase 
were estimated using MOVES and the majority of the emission estimates 
from train station operation were based on the supplier information and/or 
USEPA AP-42 emission factors except for the proposed natural gas boiler. 
It is unclear where the emission factors come from for the proposed natural 
gas boiler as no reference was provided in the report.  
 
b)In addition, the report indicated that the equations used to calculate flue 
gas exit properties represent a liner best fit to the boilers that Theakston has 
been involved in. Please provide more information to support these 
equations. 

a) The emissions rates / reference for the natural gas boiler is based on industry standard boiler equipment that emits maximum 
NOX output of 30ppm.  US EPA AP-42 emission factors were used for particulate and benzene. 
 
b) In regard to the equations used to estimate the flue gas exit velocity, a combustion emission flow rate calculation was undertaken 
that accounted for the volume of air required per volume of natural gas, an excess air requirement, and flue gas recirculation).  The 
result of the equation was subsequently adjusted to represent the best linear fit to similar comfort heating combustion equipment that 
provides a combustion emission mass flow rate in their technical data sheets.   
 
To illustrate the functionality and accuracy of this equation, the following is an example of a piece of comfort heating equipment (that 
listed a combustion emission mass flow rate in its technical data):  Input capacity = 1.8 MMBH, and Flue gas mass flow = 1,587 lb/h, 
at the rated input.  Using the formula for input capacity (MMBH), results in a Flue gas mass flow = 1,533.8 lb/h, which is within 3.5% 
of that stated in the specifications for Boiler model Vitocrossal 200, CM2 500 (which is representative of similar type of heating 
equipment).  
 
In addition, please note that the heated station area is very small; therefore the emissions associated with comfort heating is 
expected to be negligible.  We included such equation above and details within the report as a means of demonstrating the extra 
level of due diligence and rigour that was carried out to ensure the accuracy of the modelling results. 

1 and 3 

12 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Fugitive dust can be emitted from vehicle traffic on paved or unpaved roads. 
It appears fugitive dust from vehicles travelling on the roads was not 
included in the assessment. It is unclear why fugitive dust from vehicle re-
entrainment was not mentioned and included in the air quality assessment. 

Traffic emissions of dust including break and tire wear, are included in the MOVEs emission factors, and therefore was included in 
the assessment.  Table 7 as well as Appendix C contain details regarding how fugitive dust impacts were considered as well as the 
recommended mitigation measures that will be employed to control construction dust, which will include any unpaved roads.   3 

13 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  The report indicated that Ozone Limiting Method (OLM) was used to convert 
NOx to NO2, but in the Control Pathway – NO2 from A5, AERMOD 
Summary report, the OLM option was not selected. 

We confirm that the Ozone Limiting Method was applied in the conversion of NOx to NO2 as outlined in the report; however, this 
selection was not displayed in the Control Pathway Dispersions Options printout from AERMOD – this is due to an error/oversight in 
“Lakes Program”.  As a result, an e-mail was sent to Lakes Software alerting them to this - a copy of the email has been attached for 
your reference.   

3 

14 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  A5, AERMOD Summary Report. NAAQS option was selected for both NO2 
and PM2.5. It should be noted that the output is based on a multi-year 
average. The report should state clearly that the predicted maximum 
concentrations at these receptors are multi-year averages. 

The note at the bottom of Table 2 on page 12 of the report states:  
 
“*3-year average of the 98th percentile. It should be noted that the U.S. National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) was used 
for 1-hour NO2, and PM2.5 NAAQS was used in the AERMOD modeling for this analysis. NAAAQS was selected to ensure 
alignment with the Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards’ 3-year average of the 98th percentile. Due to Ontario’s AAQC’sPM2.5 
limit, the highest concentrations (rather than the 98th percentile) are presented in the results.” 
 
In addition, the report states the following on page 29:  “Note: The 1-hour CAAQS limit for NO2 is based on the 98th percentile of the 
3-year average of the hourly NO2 concentrations. As such, the AERMOD result presented represents the 98th percentile of the 3-
year average.” 
 
We trust this sufficiently addresses your comment regarding noting multi-year averages in the report. 

1 and 3 

15 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  A5, AERMOD Summary Report. Non-default options were selected for all 
three contaminants. Provide more information regarding what non-default 
options used in the modelling for these contaminants. 

For AERMOD we used flat terrain.  This is a reasonable assumption since the terrain varies by 7m at most, over 1000m in the north 
south axis (0.7%).  The terrain proximate to the site is effectively flat. When the “FLAT” Option is selected in AERMOD, it invokes the 

“Non-default “Model options. This was the only non-default option used. 3 

Received  
February 27/28, 
2025 

  

          



1 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Follow up comment on previous item #10. Background concentrations for all 
controlling contaminants were estimated from AQHI and NAPS stations as no on-
site ambient air monitoring was conducted. In addition to two NAPS stations with 
B(a)P data as mentioned in the response, there are a few more stations with B(a)P 
data available before the year of 2021, for example Experimental Farm in Simcoe 
located near Agricultural land in a small town. It appears this monitoring station is 
similar as proposed site/area although it is far away from the proposed 
site. Compared to PM2.5 and benzene concentrations, 90th percentile of 24-hr B(a)P 
concentrations are about 60% to 80% of AAQC, and annual concentration are 
around 1.6 to 1.9 times of annual AAQC based on the data from the Experimental 
Farm station for the year of 2017-2019.  Provide a rationale as to why B(a)P was not 
included in the assessment. 

As previously stated in our February 18th response, B(a)P was not chosen because it is not known to have relatively high 
background concentrations in the Porcupine / Timmins area.  In addition, there is no monitoring station with representative B(a)P 
concentration data in the last decade.  The two closest NAPS stations (which are located more than 500km away from Timmins). 
Similarly, it should be acknowledged the Simcoe Experimental farm is 631km away from Timmins. 
 
The Simcoe Experimental farm is not suitable a monitoring station given that it is influenced by the proximity of Windsor, Detroit and 
Toledo (which are within approximately 300km of Simcoe); all of which are industrial areas which contribute to B(a)P emissions.  
Additional information is provided as follows: 
 
Wind directions: 
• Simcoe: Dominant wind direction is southwest (Canadian climate normals). 
• Timmins: Dominant wind direction is south (Canadian climate normals). 
Proximity of cities and related populations: 
• Windsor, Detroit, and Toledo are within 300km of Simcoe and lie to the southwest. The combined population of Windsor, Detroit, 
and Toledo is approximately 1,132,370. 
• Sudbury is south of Timmins and within 300km, the population of Greater Sudbury is 166,000. 
Potential Emission Sources: 
• Windsor, Detroit, and Toledo are urban and industrial areas that could contribute to B(a)P emissions. 
• Sudbury has a history of industrial activities, particularly mining and smelting, which could contribute to B(a)P emissions. 
 
Given these factors, it is reasonable to conclude that background B(a)P emissions in Simcoe and Timmins are influenced by 
significantly different sources, and at different source intensities, due to the respective populations and types of industries upwind of 
the dominant wind directions. Therefore, it is not reasonable to assume that background B(a)P emissions in Simcoe are 
representative of those in Timmins.  For all of the reasons summarized above, B(a)P was not captured in the assessment. 

1 and 3 

2 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Follow up comment on previous item #12. PM emissions from vehicles 
on paved roads include emissions in the form of exhaust, brake wear, and 
tire wear as well as resuspended road surface material. The particulate 
emissions in the form of vehicle exhaust, brake wear, and tire wear were 
estimated using MOVES as mentioned, however, particulate emissions from 
resuspended road surface material were not mentioned and included in the 
assessment. Provide a rationale/justification as to why emissions from 
resuspended road surface material were not included in the modelling. 

For clarification, MECP’s previous comment was related to clarifying how fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment was considered/ 
included in the air quality assessment.  Our response to this was provided on February 18th.   In MECP’s latest February 28th 
comment, the question is about emissions from resuspended road surface material.   
 
Emissions from resuspended road surface material were not captured in the assessment because they are negligible.  
 
It is also worth noting that Falcon Street is comprised of deteriorated asphalt, which is in disrepair and will be resurfaced after 
construction of Timmins Station. 
 
The following supplementary information has also been provided to support our response: 
 
Receptor #6 (101 Gervais Street North) is the receptor most affected by the emissions from the roads.  It is 0.021ug/m3 (24-h) for 
the max predicted concentration for AADT increase from 2026 to 2046 (Table 5).  This represents 0.14% of the cumulative 
concentration.   
 
Employing the daily basis equation from US EPA AP-42 13.4.2 (for King Street – Highway 101) for emissions from resuspended 
road surface material, using the values in Table 13.2.1-1 for k, table 13.2.1-1 for the silt loading, Ontario fleet data for W, and 
Canadian climate normal for the days per year of precipitation, results in an emission rate of 0.026 grams / road km / day 
(0.0000000227 grams / road km / second).  This is 0.16% of the emission predicted by MOVES for King Street – Highway 101.   
 
In summary, the King Street (101) road emissions account for a maximum of 0.14% of the cumulative pm2.5 (24-h) concentrations in 
Table 5, and the emissions from resuspended road surface material would be 0.16% (0.0016 as a fraction) of that 0.14% (0.0014 as 
a fraction), or 0.00022% (0.00000224 as a fraction).  As such, the emissions from resuspended road surface material for King Street 
are negligible at Receptor #6 (101 Gervais Street North), which is the receptor most affected by potential emissions from the roads.  

1 and 3 

3 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Follow up comment on previous item #14. The comment is about 
predicted maximum concentrations mentioned in the report, not the NAAQS, 
3-year average of the 98th percentile. I believe the highest concentrations 
mentioned in the note are multi-year averages as NAAQS option was 
chosen for the modelling. The note should mention that the highest 
concentrations are multi-year averages. Please add. 

Acknowledged.  An additional note in the particulate section of page 29 will be added to the updated report as follows: “Due to 
Ontario’s AAQC’sPM2.5 limit, the highest 3-year average concentrations (rather than the 98th percentile) are presented in the 
results.” 

1 

4 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Follow up comment on previous item #15. For particle deposition, I 
believe Method 2 was used in the assessment. The Method 2 option is 
considered a non-default option based on the information from the 
AERMOD Users Guide (US EPA, November 2024). Non-default options 
used in the modelling should be mentioned in the report.   Please add. 

As per our previous February 18th response, the non-default option for flat terrain was employed and a note has now been added to 
Appendix A.2, report page 52 of the updated report to state this accordingly.  A screen capture from AERMOD has also been 
provided as an attachment to our response. 
In addition, we confirm that Method 2 was used.  Within the AERMOD version 22112 that was employed, Method 2 is considered a 
non-default option.   Therefore, the report will be updated within Appendix A.2, report page 52 to state that non-default options were 
used for modelling as follows: for Flat Terrain and Method 2 for PM2.5. 

1 
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1 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Item #1. For this proposed project, the background concentrations for all 
selected contaminants were estimated based on the ambient air monitoring 
data from AQHI and NAPA stations in Sudbury and Newmarket as no on-
site ambient air quality monitoring was conducted for this case. Newmarket 
station is close to the City of Toronto, and measured benzene 
concentrations from Newmarket station were used for background 
concentrations for the study area. Among the limited available PAH 
monitoring stations, the Simcoe station is considered more representative 
as it is located in a non-urban area as I mentioned before and also not 
impacted by any significant emission sources nearby (Windsor, Detroit and 
Toledo as mentioned by the proponent’s response are far away from this 
station). The proponent needs to do on-site measurements if they would like 
to know whether the actual background concentrations for the study area 
higher or lower compared to those estimated ones. Not knowing whether 
the study area has relatively high background B(a)P cannot be the excuse 
for not choosing B(a)P as a contaminant for the assessment. Please 
provide a reasonable rationale and discuss why B(a)P was not 
included in the assessment. 
  

  
In response to your latest comments regarding B(a)P, below is supporting information to justify why levels at the station are 
considered negligible. It's based on the train operating at notch 2, which consumes fuel at approximately 140L/h.  We’ve looked at 
two scenarios: one with Uncontrolled B(a)P emissions and one with 95% reduction with the Diesel Oxidation Catalyst (DOC) and 
Diesel Particulate Filter (DPF) that come with Tier 4 engines (note the literature describes this 95% reduction.)  Since the idling 
engine is the station's primary source of PM2.5 and B(a)P, a reasonable estimate of B(a)P concentration at the most affected 
receptor can be scaled based on the PM2.5 and B(a)P emission rates.  
  
The results are summarized below: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Therefore, it can reasonably be concluded that the B(a)P emissions from the idling train are insignificant.  
  
If MECP does not agree with this rationale, we will endeavor to update the report to include modeling of B(a)P.   AERMOD will model 
separately the emissions from the station and then the emissions from the roads.  Each of these concentrations will be put into Table 
5, for each of the receptors, in their respective columns, along with the background B(a)P data from Simcoe.  These three 
concentrations (background from Simcoe, the contribution from the station, and the contribution from the additional traffic) will be 
added together and compared to the limit.   
  
We request concurrence from MECP that using background concentrations from Simcoe is acceptable, if this is the preferred path 
forward.   

3 



2 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Item #2. My understanding is fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment is the 
same thing as fugitive dust from resuspended road surface. It appears the 
proponent misunderstood the concept of the fugitive dust from vehicle re-
entrainment. That is why I used the term directly from the US EPA AP-42 
document when I commented on the proponent’s response last time. No 
further actions required on this item. 

Acknowledged. 

3 

3 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  

  Item #3. Instead of due to Ontario’s AAQC PM2.5 limit, the highest multi-
year average concentrations shown in the report are due to NAAQS option 
chosen for the modelling. Please revise the note to include the wording. 

Wording in the report was revised accordingly. 

1 

4 
Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

  
  Item #4. The report will be updated to include Method #2 as pointed out in 

the comment. No further comments on this item. 
Acknowledged.  

3 

Received  
March 21, 2025  

            

1 

Qiu, Guowang (MECP)  

    

Here is the ministry response to your email below (item #1) (from Mar 14 
comments): 
 
Based on the information from the proponent’s response, PM2.5 and B(a)P 
emissions and modelled PM2.5 results were used to estimated B(a)P 
concentrations from the proposed project. It should be noted that B(a)P 
concentrations will be higher compared to the estimated results shown in 
the proponent’s response due to the particle deposition option and multi-
year averages used for PM2.5 modelling. Consider the estimated low B(a)P 
concentrations, it is expected that B(a)P contribution from the proposed 
project would also be low with the consideration of the impacts from the 
particle deposition option and multi-year averages used for PM2.5 modelling 
and B(a)P contribution from nearby traffic. It will not change the conclusions 
of the assessment. No further actions required. 

Acknowledged. 

3 

2 

Batista, Cindy (MECP) 

    

 
With item #1 now resolved, the ministry has no further outstanding 
comments from an air quality perspective, which means ONTC can resume 
back into the project assessment process by way of a Notice of 
Resumption. It is the ministry’s understanding that, there are 7 calendar 
days left of the 120-day period to incorporate all comments about the project 
and to finalize the EPR. The Notice of Completion must be given within 120 
days of the distribution of the Notice of Commencement. The Notice of 
Resumption must be given before a Notice of Completion is issued.  Please 
see the Notice of Resumption Template in Appendix A of the Transit Guide 
for reference.   

Acknowledged. 

1 and 3 

 



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Date Tue 25-Mar-25 8:14 AM
To Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L

<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Leith, Carroll
(She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley
<Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight
<Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
<Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>

Good morning, Krystal.

Is it possible at add, in row 26, the emission factor and reference, or sample calculation used to estimate B(a)P
emissions in the response.

Thanks,

Cindy



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

Re: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Date Fri 21-Mar-25 6:30 PM
To Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L

<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Leith, Carroll
(She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley
<Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight
<Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP) <Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>

1 attachment (73 KB)
ONTC TimmTRPAP_Air Quality Rpt_MECP Mar 14 and 21_ comments responses.xlsx;

Hi Cindy, 

Thank you!

In order to ensure the final/last two rounds of MECP comments are documented, please find attached the final Comment/Response
table – refer to Row 25 and onward.  We’re providing it to ensure there is documentation of the comments being responded to and
closed out.  These comment/responses will also be reflected in the Final EPR.

We will be back in touch shortly to schedule a call to discuss Notice of Resumption and a few logistics around the Notice of
Completion. 

Have a good weekend!

-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

VACATION ALERT: 
March 27-April 8

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C36637d963c87425872ba08dd68c7dee0%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638781930228072465%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2O92PX%2FvEHjdlO06mTd191ZEN1eTBGhNF5gVtn%2BEsmw%3D&reserved=0
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Received  
February 7, 
2025

1 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) NO2, PM2.5 and benzene were selected as the controlling contaminants for the air quality 
assessment consider the emission to criteria/standards ratio and background concentration. Acknowledged. 3

2

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Air monitoring data from Sudbury and New Market stations were used to estimate background 
concentrations for the controlling contaminants and ozone concentrations, and 90th percentile 
concentrations were used for estimation of 1-hr and 24-hr background concentrations as 
recommended by the MECP.

Acknowledged. 3

3 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Nine receptors near the project site were selected and represent the most sensitive and 
closest locations as indicated in the report. Acknowledged. 3

4
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Road emissions from the predicted increase in vehicular traffic from 2026 to 2046 and 

emissions from train station operation including train idling, heating, comfort, and emergency 
equipment were included in the modelling.

Acknowledged. 3

5 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) AERMOD was used to assess the air quality impacts from the proposed project and MECP 
preprocessed meteorological data were used. Acknowledged. 3

6 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the construction of the project were estimated. Acknowledged. 3
7 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Potential impacts and mitigation measures during the construction phase were discussed. Acknowledged. 3

8
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) The report indicated that the modelled cumulative concentrations (modelled plus background) 

for selected contaminants were lower than applicable strict criteria/standards and the project 
has minor impacts on air quality.

Acknowledged. 3

9
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) The estimated result of GHG emissions is roughly 5.9% of the threshold of being required to 

report CO2 emissions in Ontario and 0.00030% of CO2 emissions from transport in Canada in 
2022 based on the information from the report.

Acknowledged. 3

10

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) NO2, PM2.5 and benzene were selected as the controlling contaminants for the air quality 
assessment consider the emission to criteria/standards ratio and background concentration as 
indicated in the report. The emission to criteria/standard ratio for benzo(a)pyrene is also high, 
even higher compared to those for PM2.5 and benzene. It is unclear why benzo(a)pyrene was 
not selected and included in the air quality assessment.

B(a)P was not chosen because it is not known to have relatively high background concentrations in the Porcupine / Timmins area.  In addition, there is no 
monitoring station with representative B(a)P concentration data in the last decade.  The two closest NAPS stations (which are located more than 500km away 
from Timmins) that have data from the last decade are:

•	125 Resources Road in west Toronto.  This monitoring station is situated in generally proximity to the travelled portion of Highway 401 (410,900 AADT in 2021) – 
therefore, this station is not representative of the Porcupine / Timmins area.
•	Toronto North Downsview at 4905 Dufferin Street, Toronto. The data from the Toronto North Downsview station is not viable (there is data published for 2018 
only, with just 13 readings). This station is not representative of the Porcupine / Timmins area.  

In our professional opinion, none of the B(a)P data sets available in Canada, are representative of Timmins.

It is noted that Oxides of Nitrogen were chosen because they have the highest emission rate-to-concentration limit ratio.  PM2.5 and Benzene were chosen 
because they have relatively high background concentrations.   Refer to pages 4, 13, 32 & 58 of the report.  

3
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11

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) a) For emission rates estimates, the road emissions due to traffic increase were estimated
using MOVES and the majority of the emission estimates from train station operation were 
based on the supplier information and/or USEPA AP-42 emission factors except for the 
proposed natural gas boiler. It is unclear where the emission factors come from for the 
proposed natural gas boiler as no reference was provided in the report. 

b)In addition, the report indicated that the equations used to calculate flue gas exit properties 
represent a liner best fit to the boilers that Theakston has been involved in. Please provide 
more information to support these equations.

a)	The emissions rates / reference for the natural gas boiler is based on industry standard boiler equipment that emits maximum NOX output of 30ppm.  US 
EPA AP-42 emission factors were used for particulate and benzene.

b)	In regard to the equations used to estimate the flue gas exit velocity, a combustion emission flow rate calculation was undertaken that accounted for the 
volume of air required per volume of natural gas, an excess air requirement, and flue gas recirculation).  The result of the equation was subsequently adjusted to 
represent the best linear fit to similar comfort heating combustion equipment that provides a combustion emission mass flow rate in their technical data sheets.

To illustrate the functionality and accuracy of this equation, the following is an example of a piece of comfort heating equipment (that listed a combustion emission 
mass flow rate in its technical data):  Input capacity = 1.8 MMBH, and Flue gas mass flow = 1,587 lb/h, at the rated input.  Using the formula for input capacity 
(MMBH), results in a Flue gas mass flow = 1,533.8 lb/h, which is within 3.5% of that stated in the specifications for Boiler model Vitocrossal 200, CM2 500 (which 
is representative of similar type of heating equipment). 

In addition, please note that the heated station area is very small; therefore the emissions associated with comfort heating is expected to be negligible.  We 
included such equation above and details within the report as a means of demonstrating the extra level of due diligence and rigour that was carried out to ensure 
the accuracy of the modelling results.

1 and 3

12

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Fugitive dust can be emitted from vehicle traffic on paved or unpaved roads. It appears 
fugitive dust from vehicles travelling on the roads was not included in the assessment. It is 
unclear why fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment was not mentioned and included in the 
air quality assessment.

Traffic emissions of dust including break and tire wear, are included in the MOVEs emission factors, and therefore was included in the assessment.  Table 7 as 
well as Appendix C contain details regarding how fugitive dust impacts were considered as well as the recommended mitigation measures that will be employed 
to control construction dust, which will include any unpaved roads.  3

13

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) The report indicated that Ozone Limiting Method (OLM) was used to convert NOx to NO2, but 
in the Control Pathway – NO2 from A5, AERMOD Summary report, the OLM option was not 
selected.

We confirm that the Ozone Limiting Method was applied in the conversion of NOx to NO2 as outlined in the report; however, this selection was not displayed in 
the Control Pathway Dispersions Options printout from AERMOD – this is due to an error/oversight in “Lakes Program”.  As a result, an e-mail was sent to Lakes 
Software alerting them to this - a copy of the email has been attached  for your reference.  3

14

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) A5, AERMOD Summary Report. NAAQS option was selected for both NO2 and PM2.5. It 
should be noted that the output is based on a multi-year average. The report should state 
clearly that the predicted maximum concentrations at these receptors are multi-year averages.

The note at the bottom of Table 2 on page 12 of the report states: 

“*3-year average of the 98th percentile. It should be noted that the U.S. National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) was used for 1-hour NO2, and PM2.5 
NAAQS was used in the AERMOD modeling for this analysis. NAAAQS was selected to ensure alignment with the Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards’ 3-
year average of the 98th percentile. Due to Ontario’s AAQC’sPM2.5 limit, the highest concentrations (rather than the 98th percentile) are presented in the results.”

In addition, the report states the following on page 29:  “Note: The 1-hour CAAQS limit for NO2 is based on the 98th percentile of the 3-year average of the hourly 
NO2 concentrations. As such, the AERMOD result presented represents the 98th percentile of the 3-year average.”

We trust this sufficiently addresses your comment regarding noting multi-year averages in the report.

1 and 3

15
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) A5, AERMOD Summary Report. Non-default options were selected for all three contaminants. 

Provide more information regarding what non-default options used in the modelling for these 
contaminants.

For AERMOD we used flat terrain.  This is a reasonable assumption since the terrain varies by 7m at most, over 1000m in the north south axis (0.7%).  The 
terrain proximate to the site is effectively flat. When the “FLAT” Option is selected in AERMOD, it invokes the “Non-default “Model options. This was the only non-
default option used.

3

Received  
February 27/28, 
2025
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1

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Follow up comment on previous item #10. Background concentrations for all controlling 
contaminants were estimated from AQHI and NAPS stations as no on-site ambient air monitoring was 
conducted. In addition to two NAPS stations with B(a)P data as mentioned in the response, there are a few 
more stations with B(a)P data available before the year of 2021, for example Experimental Farm in Simcoe 
located near Agricultural land in a small town. It appears this monitoring station is similar as proposed 
site/area although it is far away from the proposed site. Compared to PM2.5 and benzene concentrations, 
90th percentile of 24-hr B(a)P concentrations are about 60% to 80% of AAQC, and annual concentration 
are around 1.6 to 1.9 times of annual AAQC based on the data from the Experimental Farm station for the 
year of 2017-2019.  Provide a rationale as to why B(a)P was not included in the assessment.

As previously stated in our February 18th response, B(a)P was not chosen because it is not known to have relatively high background concentrations in the 
Porcupine / Timmins area.  In addition, there is no monitoring station with representative B(a)P concentration data in the last decade.  The two closest NAPS 
stations (which are located more than 500km away from Timmins). Similarly, it should be acknowledged the Simcoe Experimental farm is 631km away from 
Timmins.

The Simcoe Experimental farm is not suitable a monitoring station given that it is influenced by the proximity of Windsor, Detroit and Toledo (which are within 
approximately 300km of Simcoe); all of which are industrial areas which contribute to B(a)P emissions.  Additional information is provided as follows:

Wind directions:
•	Simcoe: Dominant wind direction is southwest (Canadian climate normals).
•	Timmins: Dominant wind direction is south (Canadian climate normals).
Proximity of cities and related populations:
•	Windsor, Detroit, and Toledo are within 300km of Simcoe and lie to the southwest. The combined population of Windsor, Detroit, and Toledo is approximately 
1,132,370.
•	Sudbury is south of Timmins and within 300km, the population of Greater Sudbury is 166,000.
Potential Emission Sources:
•	Windsor, Detroit, and Toledo are urban and industrial areas that could contribute to B(a)P emissions.
•	Sudbury has a history of industrial activities, particularly mining and smelting, which could contribute to B(a)P emissions.

Given these factors, it is reasonable to conclude that background B(a)P emissions in Simcoe and Timmins are influenced by significantly different sources, and at 
different source intensities, due to the respective populations and types of industries upwind of the dominant wind directions. Therefore, it is not reasonable to 
assume that background B(a)P emissions in Simcoe are representative of those in Timmins.  For all of the reasons summarized above, B(a)P was not captured 
in the assessment.

1 and 3

2

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Follow up comment on previous item #12. PM emissions from vehicles on paved roads 
include emissions in the form of exhaust, brake wear, and tire wear as well as resuspended 
road surface material. The particulate emissions in the form of vehicle exhaust, brake wear, 
and tire wear were estimated using MOVES as mentioned, however, particulate emissions 
from resuspended road surface material were not mentioned and included in the assessment. 
Provide a rationale/justification as to why emissions from resuspended road surface material 
were not included in the modelling.

For clarification, MECP’s previous comment was related to clarifying how fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment was considered/ included in the air quality 
assessment.  Our response to this was provided on February 18th.   In MECP’s latest February 28th comment, the question is about emissions from resuspended 
road surface material.  

Emissions from resuspended road surface material were not captured in the assessment because they are negligible. 

It is also worth noting that Falcon Street is comprised of deteriorated asphalt, which is in disrepair and will be resurfaced after construction of Timmins Station.

The following supplementary information has also been provided to support our response:

Receptor #6 (101 Gervais Street North) is the receptor most affected by the emissions from the roads.  It is 0.021ug/m3 (24-h) for the max predicted 
concentration for AADT increase from 2026 to 2046 (Table 5).  This represents 0.14% of the cumulative concentration.  

Employing the daily basis equation from US EPA AP-42 13.4.2 (for King Street – Highway 101) for emissions from resuspended road surface material, using the 
values in Table 13.2.1-1 for k, table 13.2.1-1 for the silt loading, Ontario fleet data for W, and Canadian climate normal for the days per year of precipitation, 
results in an emission rate of 0.026 grams / road km / day (0.0000000227 grams / road km / second).  This is 0.16% of the emission predicted by MOVES for 
King Street – Highway 101.  

In summary, the King Street (101) road emissions account for a maximum of 0.14% of the cumulative pm2.5 (24-h) concentrations in Table 5, and the emissions 
from resuspended road surface material would be 0.16% (0.0016 as a fraction) of that 0.14% (0.0014 as a fraction), or 0.00022% (0.00000224 as a fraction).  As 
such, the emissions from resuspended road surface material for King Street are negligible at Receptor #6 (101 Gervais Street North), which is the receptor most 
affected by potential emissions from the roads. 

1 and 3

3

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Follow up comment on previous item #14. The comment is about predicted maximum 
concentrations mentioned in the report, not the NAAQS, 3-year average of the 98th percentile. 
I believe the highest concentrations mentioned in the note are multi-year averages as NAAQS 
option was chosen for the modelling. The note should mention that the highest concentrations 
are multi-year averages. Please add.

Acknowledged.  An additional note in the particulate section of page 29 will be added to the updated report as follows: “Due to Ontario’s AAQC’sPM2.5 limit, the 
highest 3-year average concentrations (rather than the 98th percentile) are presented in the results.”

1
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4

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Follow up comment on previous item #15. For particle deposition, I believe Method 2 was 
used in the assessment. The Method 2 option is considered a non-default option based on the 
information from the AERMOD Users Guide (US EPA, November 2024). Non-default options 
used in the modelling should be mentioned in the report.   Please add.

As per our previous February 18th response, the non-default option for flat terrain was employed and a note has now been added to Appendix A.2, report page 
52 of the updated report to state this accordingly.  A screen capture from AERMOD has also been provided as an attachment  to our response.
In addition, we confirm that Method 2 was used.  Within the AERMOD version 22112 that was employed, Method 2 is considered a non-default option.   
Therefore, the report will be updated within Appendix A.2, report page 52 to state that non-default options were used for modelling as follows: for Flat Terrain and 
Method 2 for PM2.5.

1

Received  
March 14, 2025 
(MECP 
Comments in 
Blue text)

1

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Item #1. For this proposed project, the background concentrations for all selected 
contaminants were estimated based on the ambient air monitoring data from AQHI and NAPA 
stations in Sudbury and Newmarket as no on-site ambient air quality monitoring was 
conducted for this case. Newmarket station is close to the City of Toronto, and measured 
benzene concentrations from Newmarket station were used for background concentrations for 
the study area. Among the limited available PAH monitoring stations, the Simcoe station is 
considered more representative as it is located in a non-urban area as I mentioned before and 
also not impacted by any significant emission sources nearby (Windsor, Detroit and Toledo as 
mentioned by the proponent’s response are far away from this station). The proponent needs 
to do on-site measurements if they would like to know whether the actual background 
concentrations for the study area higher or lower compared to those estimated ones. Not 
knowing whether the study area has relatively high background B(a)P cannot be the excuse 
for not choosing B(a)P as a contaminant for the assessment. Please provide a reasonable 
rationale and discuss why B(a)P was not included in the assessment.

In response to your latest comments regarding B(a)P, below is supporting information to justify why levels at the station are considered negligible. It's based on 
the train operating at notch 2, which consumes fuel at approximately 140L/h.  We’ve looked at two scenarios: one with Uncontrolled B(a)P emissions and one with 
95% reduction with the Diesel Oxidation Catalyst (DOC) and Diesel Particulate Filter (DPF) that come with Tier 4 engines (note the literature describes this 95% 
reduction.)  Since the idling engine is the station's primary source of PM2.5 and B(a)P, a reasonable estimate of  B(a)P  concentration at the most affected 
receptor can be scaled based on the PM2.5 and B(a)P emission rates. 

The results are summarized below:
	Max Receptor (#9) PM2.5 (24-h)			
	0.554	ug/m3 from Station			
B(a)P emission rate % of PM2.5 emission rate	Estimated 24-h B(a)P Conc (ug/m3)	24-h B(a)P Limit (ug/m3)	Fraction of B(a)P Limit (ug/m3)	% of 24-h B(a)P  
Limit	
0.00000942%	5.21919E-08	0.00005	0.00104	0.104%	B(a)P (Uncontrolled)
0.00000047%	2.6096E-09	0.00005	0.00005	0.005%	B(a)P (Tier 4)

	Max Receptor (#9) PM2.5 (annual)			
	0.079	ug/m3 from Station			
B(a)P emission rate % of PM2.5 emission rate	Estimated Annual B(a)P Conc (ug/m3)	Annual B(a)P Limit (ug/m3)	Fraction of B(a)P Limit (ug/m3)	% annual 
of B(a)P Limit	
0.00000942%	0.000000007443	0.00001	0.00074	0.074%	B(a)P (Uncontrolled)
0.00000047%	0.000000000372	0.00001	0.00004	0.004%	B(a)P (Tier 4)

Therefore, it can reasonably be concluded that the B(a)P emissions from the idling train are insignificant. 

If MECP does not agree with this rationale, we will endeavor to update the report to include modeling of B(a)P.   AERMOD will model separately the emissions 
from the station and then the emissions from the roads.  Each of these concentrations will be put into Table 5, for each of the receptors, in their respective 
columns, along with the background B(a)P data from Simcoe.  These three concentrations (background from Simcoe, the contribution from the station, and the 
contribution from the additional traffic) will be added together and compared to the limit.  

We request concurrence from MECP that using background concentrations from Simcoe is acceptable, if this is the preferred path forward.  

3

2

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Item #2. My understanding is fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment is the same thing as 
fugitive dust from resuspended road surface. It appears the proponent misunderstood the 
concept of the fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment. That is why I used the term directly 
from the US EPA AP-42 document when I commented on the proponent’s response last time. 
No further actions required on this item.

Acknowledged.

3

3
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Item #3. Instead of due to Ontario’s AAQC PM2.5 limit, the highest multi-year average 

concentrations shown in the report are due to NAAQS option chosen for the modelling. Please 
revise the note to include the wording.

Wording in the report was revised accordingly.
1

4
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Item #4. The report will be updated to include Method #2 as pointed out in the comment. No 

further comments on this item.
Acknowledged. 

3

Received  
March 21, 2025 
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1

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Here is the ministry response to your email below (item #1) (from Mar 14 comments):

Based on the information from the proponent’s response, PM2.5 and B(a)P emissions and 
modelled PM2.5 results were used to estimated B(a)P concentrations from the proposed 
project. It should be noted that B(a)P concentrations will be higher compared to the estimated 
results shown in the proponent’s response due to the particle deposition option and multi-year 
averages used for PM2.5 modelling. Consider the estimated low B(a)P concentrations, it is 
expected that B(a)P contribution from the proposed project would also be low with the 
consideration of the impacts from the particle deposition option and multi-year averages used 
for PM2.5 modelling and B(a)P contribution from nearby traffic. It will not change the 
conclusions of the assessment. No further actions required.

Acknowledged.

3

2

Batista, Cindy (MECP)
With item #1 now resolved, the ministry has no further outstanding comments from an air 
quality perspective, which means ONTC can resume back into the project assessment 
process by way of a Notice of Resumption. It is the ministry’s understanding that, there are 7 
calendar days left of the 120-day period to incorporate all comments about the project and to 
finalize the EPR. The Notice of Completion must be given within 120 days of the distribution of 
the Notice of Commencement. The Notice of Resumption must be given before a Notice of 
Completion is issued.  Please see the Notice of Resumption Template in Appendix A of the 
Transit Guide for reference.  

Acknowledged.

1 and 3
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Date Fri 21-Mar-25 8:15 AM
To Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber

<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L

<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>;
cgagnon@theakston.com <cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her)
(MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley
<Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight
<Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Yousif, Silva (MECP)
<Silva.Yousif@ontario.ca>

Hello Krystal,

Here is the ministry response to your email below (item #1):

Based on the information from the proponent’s response, PM2.5 and B(a)P emissions and modelled PM2.5
results were used to estimated B(a)P concentrations from the proposed project. It should be noted that B(a)P
concentrations will be higher compared to the estimated results shown in the proponent’s response due to the
particle deposition option and multi-year averages used for PM2.5 modelling. Consider the estimated low
B(a)P concentrations, it is expected that B(a)P contribution from the proposed project would also be low with
the consideration of the impacts from the particle deposition option and multi-year averages used for PM2.5
modelling and B(a)P contribution from nearby traffic. It will not change the conclusions of the assessment.
No further actions required.

With item #1 now resolved, the ministry has no further outstanding comments from an air quality perspective,
which means ONTC can resume back into the project assessment process by way of a Notice of Resumption.
It is the ministry’s understanding that, there are 7 calendar days left of the 120-day period to incorporate all
comments about the project and to finalize the EPR. The Notice of Completion must be given within 120 days
of the distribution of the Notice of Commencement. The Notice of Resumption must be given before a Notice of
Completion is issued.  Please see the Notice of Resumption Template in Appendix A of the Transit Guide for
reference. 

Please let me know if ONTC would like to have a meeting with the ministry to clarify next steps.

Thanks,

Cindy



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

Re: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Date Tue 18-Mar-25 5:10 PM
To Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L

<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>;
cgagnon@theakston.com <cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her)
(MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley
<Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight
<Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>

Hi Guowang, Wai and Cindy,

In response to your latest comments regarding B(a)P, below is supporting information to justify why levels at the station are
considered negligible. It's based on the train operating at notch 2, which consumes fuel at approximately 140L/h.  We’ve looked at
two scenarios: one with Uncontrolled B(a)P emissions and one with 95% reduction with the Diesel Oxidation Catalyst (DOC) and
Diesel Particulate Filter (DPF) that come with Tier 4 engines (note the literature describes this 95% reduction.)  Since the idling
engine is the station's primary source of PM2.5 and B(a)P, a reasonable estimate of  B(a)P  concentration at the most affected
receptor can be scaled based on the PM2.5 and B(a)P emission rates. 

The results are summarized below:
Max Receptor (#9) PM2.5 (24-h)

0.554ug/m3 from Station

B(a)P emission rate % of PM2.5
emission rate

Estimated 24-h
B(a)P Conc (ug/m3)

24-h B(a)P Limit
(ug/m3)

Fraction of B(a)P
Limit (ug/m3)

% of 24-h B(a)P 
Limit

0.00000942% 5.21919E-08 0.00005 0.00104 0.104% B(a)P (Uncontrolled)
0.00000047% 2.6096E-09 0.00005 0.00005 0.005% B(a)P (Tier 4)

Max Receptor (#9) PM2.5 (annual)
0.079ug/m3 from Station

B(a)P emission rate % of PM2.5
emission rate

Estimated Annual
B(a)P Conc (ug/m3)

Annual B(a)P Limit
(ug/m3)

Fraction of B(a)P
Limit (ug/m3)

% annual of B(a)P
Limit

0.00000942% 0.000000007443 0.00001 0.00074 0.074% B(a)P (Uncontrolled)
0.00000047% 0.000000000372 0.00001 0.00004 0.004% B(a)P (Tier 4)

Therefore, it can reasonably be concluded that the B(a)P emissions from the idling train are insignificant. 

If MECP does not agree with this rationale, we will endeavor to update the report to include modeling of B(a)P.   AERMOD will
model separately the emissions from the station and then the emissions from the roads.  Each of these concentrations will be put
into Table 5, for each of the receptors, in their respective columns, along with the background B(a)P data from Simcoe.  These three
concentrations (background from Simcoe, the contribution from the station, and the contribution from the additional traffic) will be
added together and compared to the limit.  

We request concurrence from MECP that using background concentrations from Simcoe is acceptable, if this is the preferred path
forward.  Please let us know.

Cheers, 
-Krystal



Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

VACATION ALERT: 
March 27-April 8

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C93785f5c429a41fbd10e08dd6661394d%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638779290257097594%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oRkVzqvkeZ9JqVMCocjFdXKe7RJ4qtLI%2FGlidVmS%2F1Y%3D&reserved=0


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Date Fri 14-Mar-25 10:51 AM
To Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus,

Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com <cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock'
<spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie
(She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley <Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Justin Haight <Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>

1 attachment (71 KB)
ONTC Timmins Stn TRPAP_Air Quality Rpt_MECP Feb 28_5th round comments w responses.xlsx;



Happy Friday, everyone.

Guowang has reviewed the responses shared with the ministry on March 7 and
he has provided further clarification on the Feb 28 comments below:

Item #1. For this proposed project, the background concentrations for all
selected contaminants were estimated based on the ambient air monitoring
data from AQHI and NAPA stations in Sudbury and Newmarket as no on-site
ambient air quality monitoring was conducted for this case. Newmarket station
is close to the City of Toronto, and measured benzene concentrations from
Newmarket station were used for background concentrations for the study
area. Among the limited available PAH monitoring stations, the Simcoe station
is considered more representative as it is located in a non-urban area as I
mentioned before and also not impacted by any significant emission sources
nearby (Windsor, Detroit and Toledo as mentioned by the proponent’s response
are far away from this station). The proponent needs to do on-site
measurements if they would like to know whether the actual background
concentrations for the study area higher or lower compared to those estimated
ones. Not knowing whether the study area has relatively high background
B(a)P cannot be the excuse for not choosing B(a)P as a contaminant for the
assessment. Please provide a reasonable rationale and discuss why B(a)P
was not included in the assessment.

Item #2. My understanding is fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment is the
same thing as fugitive dust from resuspended road surface. It appears the
proponent misunderstood the concept of the fugitive dust from vehicle re-
entrainment. That is why I used the term directly from the US EPA AP-42
document when I commented on the proponent’s response last time. No
further actions required on this item.

Item #3. Instead of due to Ontario’s AAQC PM2.5 limit, the highest multi-year
average concentrations shown in the report are due to NAAQS option chosen
for the modelling. Please revise the note to include the wording.

Item #4. The report will be updated to include Method #2 as pointed out in the
comment. No further comments on this item.

I hope this is helpful.

Thanks

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnamedrop.io%2Fwaihadlari&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C933bb3c5db97494f52d708dd6307ae73%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638775607319685535%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pnDVFef6W9dXQT9fbMDjdyC3IiPsjhL9%2BwrMnjmEmuw%3D&reserved=0


Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Date Fri 07-Mar-25 7:21 AM
To Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus,

Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
<Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com
<cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP)
<Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Krystal
Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Jonathan Corley
<Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Justin Haight <Justin.Haight@ontarionorthland.ca>

2 attachments (236 KB)
ONTC Timmins Stn TRPAP_Air Quality Rpt_MECP Feb 28_5th round comments w responses.xlsx; Attachment_Response 4__28 Feb
2025 ONTC Responses.pdf;

Good Morning Guowang & Cindy,

On behalf of ONTC, please find attached responses to your February 27/28 comments (starting on Row
21 of the excel sheet). 

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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1 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) NO2, PM2.5 and benzene were selected as the controlling contaminants for the air quality 
assessment consider the emission to criteria/standards ratio and background concentration.

Acknowledged. 3

2

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Air monitoring data from Sudbury and New Market stations were used to estimate 
background concentrations for the controlling contaminants and ozone concentrations, and 
90th percentile concentrations were used for estimation of 1-hr and 24-hr background 
concentrations as recommended by the MECP.

Acknowledged. 3

3 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Nine receptors near the project site were selected and represent the most sensitive and 
closest locations as indicated in the report.

Acknowledged. 3

4
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Road emissions from the predicted increase in vehicular traffic from 2026 to 2046 and 

emissions from train station operation including train idling, heating, comfort, and emergency 
equipment were included in the modelling.

Acknowledged. 3

5 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) AERMOD was used to assess the air quality impacts from the proposed project and MECP 
preprocessed meteorological data were used. Acknowledged. 3

6 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the construction of the project were estimated. Acknowledged. 3
7 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Potential impacts and mitigation measures during the construction phase were discussed. Acknowledged. 3

8
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) The report indicated that the modelled cumulative concentrations (modelled plus 

background) for selected contaminants were lower than applicable strict criteria/standards 
and the project has minor impacts on air quality.

Acknowledged. 3

9
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) The estimated result of GHG emissions is roughly 5.9% of the threshold of being required to 

report CO2 emissions in Ontario and 0.00030% of CO2 emissions from transport in Canada 
in 2022 based on the information from the report.

Acknowledged. 3

10

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) NO2, PM2.5 and benzene were selected as the controlling contaminants for the air quality 
assessment consider the emission to criteria/standards ratio and background concentration 
as indicated in the report. The emission to criteria/standard ratio for benzo(a)pyrene is also 
high, even higher compared to those for PM2.5 and benzene. It is unclear why 
benzo(a)pyrene was not selected and included in the air quality assessment.

B(a)P was not chosen because it is not known to have relatively high background concentrations in the Porcupine / Timmins 
area.  In addition, there is no monitoring station with representative B(a)P concentration data in the last decade.  The two 
closest NAPS stations (which are located more than 500km away from Timmins) that have data from the last decade are:

•	125 Resources Road in west Toronto.  This monitoring station is situated in generally proximity to the travelled portion of
Highway 401 (410,900 AADT in 2021) – therefore, this station is not representative of the Porcupine / Timmins area.  
•	Toronto North Downsview at 4905 Dufferin Street, Toronto. The data from the Toronto North Downsview station is not 
viable (there is data published for 2018 only, with just 13 readings). This station is not representative of the Porcupine / 
Timmins area.  

In our professional opinion, none of the B(a)P data sets available in Canada, are representative of Timmins.

It is noted that Oxides of Nitrogen were chosen because they have the highest emission rate-to-concentration limit ratio.  
PM2.5 and Benzene were chosen because they have relatively high background concentrations.   Refer to pages 4, 13, 32 
& 58 of the report.  

3

11

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) a) For emission rates estimates, the road emissions due to traffic increase were estimated 
using MOVES and the majority of the emission estimates from train station operation were 
based on the supplier information and/or USEPA AP-42 emission factors except for the 
proposed natural gas boiler. It is unclear where the emission factors come from for the 
proposed natural gas boiler as no reference was provided in the report. 

b)In addition, the report indicated that the equations used to calculate flue gas exit properties 
represent a liner best fit to the boilers that Theakston has been involved in. Please provide 
more information to support these equations.

a)	The emissions rates / reference for the natural gas boiler is based on industry standard boiler equipment that emits 
maximum NOX output of 30ppm.  US EPA AP-42 emission factors were used for particulate and benzene.

b)	In regard to the equations used to estimate the flue gas exit velocity, a combustion emission flow rate calculation was 
undertaken that accounted for the volume of air required per volume of natural gas, an excess air requirement, and flue gas 
recirculation).  The result of the equation was subsequently adjusted to represent the best linear fit to similar comfort 
heating combustion equipment that provides a combustion emission mass flow rate in their technical data sheets.  

To illustrate the functionality and accuracy of this equation, the following is an example of a piece of comfort heating 
equipment (that listed a combustion emission mass flow rate in its technical data):  Input capacity = 1.8 MMBH, and Flue 
gas mass flow = 1,587 lb/h, at the rated input.  Using the formula for input capacity (MMBH), results in a Flue gas mass flow 
= 1,533.8 lb/h, which is within 3.5% of that stated in the specifications for Boiler model Vitocrossal 200, CM2 500 (which is 
representative of similar type of heating equipment). 

In addition, please note that the heated station area is very small; therefore the emissions associated with comfort heating 
is expected to be negligible.  We included such equation above and details within the report as a means of demonstrating 
the extra level of due diligence and rigour that was carried out to ensure the accuracy of the modelling results.

1 and 3

12

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Fugitive dust can be emitted from vehicle traffic on paved or unpaved roads. It appears 
fugitive dust from vehicles travelling on the roads was not included in the assessment. It is 
unclear why fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment was not mentioned and included in the 
air quality assessment.

Traffic emissions of dust including break and tire wear, are included in the MOVEs emission factors, and therefore was 
included in the assessment.  Table 7 as well as Appendix C contain details regarding how fugitive dust impacts were 
considered as well as the recommended mitigation measures that will be employed to control construction dust, which will 
include any unpaved roads.  

3

13

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) The report indicated that Ozone Limiting Method (OLM) was used to convert NOx to NO2, but 
in the Control Pathway – NO2 from A5, AERMOD Summary report, the OLM option was not 
selected.

We confirm that the Ozone Limiting Method was applied in the conversion of NOx to NO2 as outlined in the report; 
however, this selection was not displayed in the Control Pathway Dispersions Options printout from AERMOD – this is due 
to an error/oversight in “Lakes Program”.  As a result, an e-mail was sent to Lakes Software alerting them to this - a copy of 
the email has been attached  for your reference.  

3

14

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) A5, AERMOD Summary Report. NAAQS option was selected for both NO2 and PM2.5. It 
should be noted that the output is based on a multi-year average. The report should state 
clearly that the predicted maximum concentrations at these receptors are multi-year 
averages.

The note at the bottom of Table 2 on page 12 of the report states: 

“*3-year average of the 98th percentile. It should be noted that the U.S. National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) 
was used for 1-hour NO2, and PM2.5 NAAQS was used in the AERMOD modeling for this analysis. NAAAQS was 
selected to ensure alignment with the Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards’ 3-year average of the 98th percentile. Due 
to Ontario’s AAQC’sPM2.5 limit, the highest concentrations (rather than the 98th percentile) are presented in the results.”

In addition, the report states the following on page 29:  “Note: The 1-hour CAAQS limit for NO2 is based on the 98th 
percentile of the 3-year average of the hourly NO2 concentrations. As such, the AERMOD result presented represents the 
98th percentile of the 3-year average.”

We trust this sufficiently addresses your comment regarding noting multi-year averages in the report

1 and 3
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15
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) A5, AERMOD Summary Report. Non-default options were selected for all three 

contaminants. Provide more information regarding what non-default options used in the 
modelling for these contaminants.

For AERMOD we used flat terrain.  This is a reasonable assumption since the terrain varies by 7m at most, over 1000m in 
the north south axis (0.7%).  The terrain proximate to the site is effectively flat. When the “FLAT” Option is selected in 
AERMOD, it invokes the “Non-default “Model options. This was the only non-default option used.

3

Received  
February 
27/28, 2025

1

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Follow up comment on previous item #10. Background concentrations for all controlling 
contaminants were estimated from AQHI and NAPS stations as no on-site ambient air monitoring was 
conducted. In addition to two NAPS stations with B(a)P data as mentioned in the response, there are a 
few more stations with B(a)P data available before the year of 2021, for example Experimental Farm in 
Simcoe located near Agricultural land in a small town. It appears this monitoring station is similar as 
proposed site/area although it is far away from the proposed site. Compared to PM2.5 and benzene 
concentrations, 90th percentile of 24-hr B(a)P concentrations are about 60% to 80% of AAQC, and annual 
concentration are around 1.6 to 1.9 times of annual AAQC based on the data from the Experimental Farm 
station for the year of 2017-2019.  Provide a rationale as to why B(a)P was not included in the 
assessment.

As previously stated in our February 18th response, B(a)P was not chosen because it is not known to have relatively high 
background concentrations in the Porcupine / Timmins area.  In addition, there is no monitoring station with representative 
B(a)P concentration data in the last decade.  The two closest NAPS stations (which are located more than 500km away 
from Timmins). Similarly, it should be acknowledged the Simcoe Experimental farm is 631km away from Timmins.

The Simcoe Experimental farm is not suitable a monitoring station given that it is influenced by the proximity of Windsor, 
Detroit and Toledo (which are within approximately 300km of Simcoe); all of which are industrial areas which contribute to 
B(a)P emissions.  Additional information is provided as follows:

Wind directions:
•	Simcoe: Dominant wind direction is southwest (Canadian climate normals).
•	Timmins: Dominant wind direction is south (Canadian climate normals).
Proximity of cities and related populations:
•	Windsor, Detroit, and Toledo are within 300km of Simcoe and lie to the southwest. The combined population of Windsor, 
Detroit, and Toledo is approximately 1,132,370.
•	Sudbury is south of Timmins and within 300km, the population of Greater Sudbury is 166,000.
Potential Emission Sources:
•	Windsor, Detroit, and Toledo are urban and industrial areas that could contribute to B(a)P emissions.
•	Sudbury has a history of industrial activities, particularly mining and smelting, which could contribute to B(a)P emissions.

Given these factors, it is reasonable to conclude that background B(a)P emissions in Simcoe and Timmins are influenced 
by significantly different sources, and at different source intensities, due to the respective populations and types of 
industries upwind of the dominant wind directions. Therefore, it is not reasonable to assume that background B(a)P 
emissions in Simcoe are representative of those in Timmins.  For all of the reasons summarized above, B(a)P was not 
captured in the assessment.

1 and 3

2

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Follow up comment on previous item #12. PM emissions from vehicles on paved roads 
include emissions in the form of exhaust, brake wear, and tire wear as well as resuspended 
road surface material. The particulate emissions in the form of vehicle exhaust, brake wear, 
and tire wear were estimated using MOVES as mentioned, however, particulate emissions 
from resuspended road surface material were not mentioned and included in the 
assessment. Provide a rationale/justification as to why emissions from resuspended road 
surface material were not included in the modelling.

For clarification, MECP’s previous comment was related to clarifying how fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment was 
considered/ included in the air quality assessment.  Our response to this was provided on February 18th.   In MECP’s latest 
February 28th comment, the question is about emissions from resuspended road surface material.  

Emissions from resuspended road surface material were not captured in the assessment because they are negligible. 

It is also worth noting that Falcon Street is comprised of deteriorated asphalt, which is in disrepair and will be resurfaced 
after construction of Timmins Station.

The following supplementary information has also been provided to support our response:

Receptor #6 (101 Gervais Street North) is the receptor most affected by the emissions from the roads.  It is 0.021ug/m3 
(24-h) for the max predicted concentration for AADT increase from 2026 to 2046 (Table 5).  This represents 0.14% of the 
cumulative concentration.  

Employing the daily basis equation from US EPA AP-42 13.4.2 (for King Street – Highway 101) for emissions from 
resuspended road surface material, using the values in Table 13.2.1-1 for k, table 13.2.1-1 for the silt loading, Ontario fleet 
data for W, and Canadian climate normal for the days per year of precipitation, results in an emission rate of 0.026 grams / 
road km / day (0.0000000227 grams / road km / second).  This is 0.16% of the emission predicted by MOVES for King 
Street – Highway 101.  

In summary, the King Street (101) road emissions account for a maximum of 0.14% of the cumulative pm2.5 (24-h) 
concentrations in Table 5, and the emissions from resuspended road surface material would be 0.16% (0.0016 as a 
fraction) of that 0.14% (0.0014 as a fraction), or 0.00022% (0.00000224 as a fraction).  As such, the emissions from 
resuspended road surface material for King Street are negligible at Receptor #6 (101 Gervais Street North), which is the 
receptor most affected by potential emissions from the roads. 

1 and 3

3

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Follow up comment on previous item #14. The comment is about predicted maximum 
concentrations mentioned in the report, not the NAAQS, 3-year average of the 98th 
percentile. I believe the highest concentrations mentioned in the note are multi-year averages 
as NAAQS option was chosen for the modelling. The note should mention that the highest 
concentrations are multi-year averages. Please add.

Acknowledged.  An additional note in the particulate section of page 29 will be added to the updated report as follows: 
“Due to Ontario’s AAQC’sPM2.5 limit, the highest 3-year average concentrations (rather than the 98th percentile) are 
presented in the results.” 1

4

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Follow up comment on previous item #15. For particle deposition, I believe Method 2 
was used in the assessment. The Method 2 option is considered a non-default option based 
on the information from the AERMOD Users Guide (US EPA, November 2024). Non-default 
options used in the modelling should be mentioned in the report.   Please add.

As per our previous February 18th response, the non-default option for flat terrain was employed and a note has now been 
added to Appendix A.2, report page 52 of the updated report to state this accordingly.  A screen capture from AERMOD 
has also been provided as an attachment  to our response.
In addition, we confirm that Method 2 was used.  Within the AERMOD version 22112 that was employed, Method 2 is 
considered a non-default option.   Therefore, the report will be updated within Appendix A.2, report page 52 to state that 
non-default options were used for modelling as follows: for Flat Terrain and Method 2 for PM2.5.

1
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Date Fri 28-Feb-25 8:31 AM
To Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris

Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com <cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock'
<spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie
(She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>

Hi there,

B(a)P data I mentioned are from 2017-2019. I made a correction to the comment.

Regards,
Guowang

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2025 2:22 PM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris
Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@gfnet.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll
(She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>;
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution
Importance: High

Hello Krystal.

The ministry has added additional clarification wording, following each of Guowang’s
comments, to better identify what is the remaining ask in order for our ministry to be in a
position to sign-off on the air quality report for the Timmins Station.

Directly below are Guowang’s comments again with new additional text in green.

Items #1 - 9 are a summary of the assessment, not comments. No further action required.

Item #10. Background concentrations for all controlling contaminants were estimated from AQHI
and NAPS stations as no on-site ambient air monitoring was conducted. In addition to two



NAPS stations with B(a)P data as mentioned in the response, there are a few more stations
with B(a)P data available before the year of 2020, for example Experimental Farm in Simcoe
located near Agricultural land in a small town. It appears this monitoring station is similar as
proposed site/area although it is far away from the proposed site. Compared to PM2.5 and
benzene concentrations, 90th percentile of 24-hr B(a)P concentrations are about 60% to 80% of
AAQC, and annual concentration are around 1.6 to 1.9 times of annual AAQC based on the
data from the Experimental Farm station for the year of 2017-2019. Anyway, the B(a)P
contribution from the proposed project also expects to be low based on the modelled results for
other contaminants. Provide a rationale as to why B(a)P was not included in the assessment.

Item #12. PM emissions from vehicles on paved roads include emissions in the form of exhaust,
brake wear, and tire wear as well as resuspended road surface material. The particulate
emissions in the form of vehicle exhaust, brake wear, and tire wear were estimated using
MOVES as mentioned, however, particulate emissions from resuspended road surface material
were not mentioned and included in the assessment. Provide a rationale/justification as to why
emissions from resuspended road surface material were not included in the modelling.

Item #14. The comment is about predicted maximum concentrations mentioned in the report,
not the NAAQS, 3-year average of the 98th percentile. I believe the highest concentrations
mentioned in the note are multi-year averages as NAAQS option was chosen for the modelling.
The note should mention that the highest concentrations are multi-year averages. Please add.

Item #15. For particle deposition, I believe Method 2 was used in the assessment. The Method
2 option is considered a non-default option based on the information from the AERMOD Users
Guide (US EPA, November 2024). Non-default options used in the modelling should be
mentioned in the report. Please add.

Please reach out if additional clarification is required.  Happy to set up a call.

Thanks,

Cindy
From: Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, February 27, 2025 10:23 AM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris
Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com; 'Stephen Pollock'
<spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie
(She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

Good morning,

I have reviewed the responses to MECP comments on the air quality report. Below is a
summary of my comments on the responses.

Items #1 - 9 are a summary of the assessment, not comments.

Item #10. Background concentrations for all controlling contaminants were estimated from AQHI
and NAPS stations as no on-site ambient air monitoring was conducted. In addition to two
NAPS stations with B(a)P data as mentioned in the response, there are a few more stations
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with B(a)P data available before the year of 2020, for example Experimental Farm in Simcoe
located near Agricultural land in a small town. Compared to PM2.5 and benzene concentrations,
90th percentile of 24-hr B(a)P concentrations are about 60% to 80% of AAQC, and annual
concentration are around 1.6 to 1.9 times of annual AAQC based on the data from the
Experimental Farm station for the year of 2017-2019. Anyway, the B(a)P contribution from the
proposed project also expects to be low based on the modelled results for other contaminants.

Item #12. PM emissions from vehicles on paved roads include emissions in the form of exhaust,
brake wear, and tire wear as well as resuspended road surface material. The particulate
emissions in the form of vehicle exhaust, brake wear, and tire wear were estimated using
MOVES as mentioned, however, particulate emissions from resuspended road surface material
were not mentioned and included in the assessment.

Item #14. The comment is about predicted maximum concentrations mentioned in the report,
not the NAAQS, 3-year average of the 98th percentile. I believe the highest concentrations
mentioned in the note are multi-year averages as NAAQS option was chosen for the modelling.

Item #15. For particle deposition, I believe Method 2 was used in the assessment. The Method
2 option is considered a non-default option based on the information from the AERMOD Users
Guide (US EPA, November 2024).

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Regards,
Guowang

From: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, February 26, 2025 3:31 PM
To: Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista,
Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris
Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com; 'Stephen Pollock'
<spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie
(She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Subject: Re: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender.
Afternoon Guowang, 

Just checking into see how your review is going and reaching out to see if you need anything further 
from us.  

Hope you have a good rest of the week! 

Cheers, 

-Krystal
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

Re: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Date Tue 18-Feb-25 9:24 AM
To Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista,

Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris

Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com
<cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP)
<Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>

2 attachments (1 MB)
ONTC Timmins Stn TRPAP_Air Quality Rpt_MECP Feb 7_4th round comments w responses.xlsx; email to Lakes
Software_attachment.pdf;

Morning Guowang,

Please find attached responses to your February 7th comments on the Air Quality Report. 

We have provided responses in the attached excel table, which we hope satisfies any outstanding and new queries
to allow us to finalize the Timmins Station EPR and proceed with the TRPAP process.  We look forward to receiving
your sign off on the report, please let us know if you have any questions.

Cheers,
-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

VACATION ALERT: 
February 27-March 7
March 27-April 8
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Item #
I.D

(Last name and 
comment #)

Dept/
Secti

on

Report 
Section and 

Page or 
Drawing #

Comment Response

ACTION
1 - Will 
Comply

2 - 
Clarification 

Needed
3 - N/A

Received  
February 7, 
2025

1 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 
NO2, PM2.5 and benzene were selected as the controlling contaminants for the air quality 
assessment consider the emission to criteria/standards ratio and background concentration. Acknowledged. 3

2

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Air monitoring data from Sudbury and New Market stations were used to estimate background 
concentrations for the controlling contaminants and ozone concentrations, and 90th percentile 
concentrations were used for estimation of 1-hr and 24-hr background concentrations as 
recommended by the MECP.

Acknowledged. 3

3 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 
Nine receptors near the project site were selected and represent the most sensitive and 
closest locations as indicated in the report. Acknowledged. 3

4
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Road emissions from the predicted increase in vehicular traffic from 2026 to 2046 and 
emissions from train station operation including train idling, heating, comfort, and emergency 
equipment were included in the modelling.

Acknowledged. 3

5 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 
AERMOD was used to assess the air quality impacts from the proposed project and MECP 
preprocessed meteorological data were used. Acknowledged. 3

6 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the construction of the project were estimated. Acknowledged. 3
7 Qiu, Guowang (MECP) Potential impacts and mitigation measures during the construction phase were discussed. Acknowledged. 3

8
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

The report indicated that the modelled cumulative concentrations (modelled plus background) 
for selected contaminants were lower than applicable strict criteria/standards and the project 
has minor impacts on air quality.

Acknowledged. 3

9
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

The estimated result of GHG emissions is roughly 5.9% of the threshold of being required to 
report CO2 emissions in Ontario and 0.00030% of CO2 emissions from transport in Canada in 
2022 based on the information from the report.

Acknowledged. 3

10

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

NO2, PM2.5 and benzene were selected as the controlling contaminants for the air quality 
assessment consider the emission to criteria/standards ratio and background concentration as 
indicated in the report. The emission to criteria/standard ratio for benzo(a)pyrene is also high, 
even higher compared to those for PM2.5 and benzene. It is unclear why benzo(a)pyrene was 
not selected and included in the air quality assessment.

B(a)P was not chosen because it is not known to have relatively high background concentrations in the Porcupine / 
Timmins area.  In addition, there is no monitoring station with representative B(a)P concentration data in the last 
decade.  The two closest NAPS stations (which are located more than 500km away from Timmins) that have data 
from the last decade are:

•	125 Resources Road in west Toronto.  This monitoring station is situated in generally proximity to the travelled 
portion of Highway 401 (410,900 AADT in 2021) – therefore, this station is not representative of the Porcupine / 
Timmins area.
•	Toronto North Downsview at 4905 Dufferin Street, Toronto. The data from the Toronto North Downsview station is 
not viable (there is data published for 2018 only, with just 13 readings). This station is not representative of the 
Porcupine / Timmins area.  

In our professional opinion, none of the B(a)P data sets available in Canada, are representative of Timmins.

It is noted that Oxides of Nitrogen were chosen because they have the highest emission rate-to-concentration limit 
ratio.  PM2.5 and Benzene were chosen because they have relatively high background concentrations.   Refer to 
pages 4, 13, 32 & 58 of the report.  

3
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Item #
I.D

(Last name and 
comment #)

Dept/
Secti

on

Report 
Section and 

Page or 
Drawing #

Comment Response

ACTION
1 - Will 
Comply

2 - 
Clarification 
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3 - N/A

11

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

a) For emission rates estimates, the road emissions due to traffic increase were estimated
using MOVES and the majority of the emission estimates from train station operation were 
based on the supplier information and/or USEPA AP-42 emission factors except for the 
proposed natural gas boiler. It is unclear where the emission factors come from for the 
proposed natural gas boiler as no reference was provided in the report. 

b)In addition, the report indicated that the equations used to calculate flue gas exit properties
represent a liner best fit to the boilers that Theakston has been involved in. Please provide 
more information to support these equations.

a)	The emissions rates / reference for the natural gas boiler is based on industry standard boiler equipment that
emits maximum NOX output of 30ppm.  US EPA AP-42 emission factors were used for particulate and benzene.

b)	In regard to the equations used to estimate the flue gas exit velocity, a combustion emission flow rate calculation 
was undertaken that accounted for the volume of air required per volume of natural gas, an excess air requirement, 
and flue gas recirculation).  The result of the equation was subsequently adjusted to represent the best linear fit to 
similar comfort heating combustion equipment that provides a combustion emission mass flow rate in their technical 
data sheets.

To illustrate the functionality and accuracy of this equation, the following is an example of a piece of comfort heating 
equipment (that listed a combustion emission mass flow rate in its technical data):  Input capacity = 1.8 MMBH, and 
Flue gas mass flow = 1,587 lb/h, at the rated input.  Using the formula for input capacity (MMBH), results in a Flue 
gas mass flow = 1,533.8 lb/h, which is within 3.5% of that stated in the specifications for Boiler model Vitocrossal 
200, CM2 500 (which is representative of similar type of heating equipment). 

In addition, please note that the heated station area is very small; therefore the emissions associated with comfort 
heating is expected to be negligible.  We included such equation above and details within the report as a means of 
demonstrating the extra level of due diligence and rigour that was carried out to ensure the accuracy of the modelling 
results.

1 and 3

12

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Fugitive dust can be emitted from vehicle traffic on paved or unpaved roads. It appears fugitive 
dust from vehicles travelling on the roads was not included in the assessment. It is unclear 
why fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment was not mentioned and included in the air 
quality assessment.

Traffic emissions of dust including break and tire wear, are included in the MOVEs emission factors, and therefore 
was included in the assessment.  Table 7 as well as Appendix C contain details regarding how fugitive dust impacts 
were considered as well as the recommended mitigation measures that will be employed to control construction dust, 
which will include any unpaved roads.  

3

13

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

The report indicated that Ozone Limiting Method (OLM) was used to convert NOx to NO2, but 
in the Control Pathway – NO2 from A5, AERMOD Summary report, the OLM option was not 
selected.

We confirm that the Ozone Limiting Method was applied in the conversion of NOx to NO2 as outlined in the report; 
however, this selection was not displayed in the Control Pathway Dispersions Options printout from AERMOD – this 
is due to an error/oversight in “Lakes Program”.  As a result, an e-mail was sent to Lakes Software alerting them to 
this - a copy of the email has been attached  for your reference.  

3

14

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

A5, AERMOD Summary Report. NAAQS option was selected for both NO2 and PM2.5. It 
should be noted that the output is based on a multi-year average. The report should state 
clearly that the predicted maximum concentrations at these receptors are multi-year averages.

The note at the bottom of Table 2 on page 12 of the report states: 

“*3-year average of the 98th percentile. It should be noted that the U.S. National Ambient Air Quality Standard 
(NAAQS) was used for 1-hour NO2, and PM2.5 NAAQS was used in the AERMOD modeling for this analysis. 
NAAAQS was selected to ensure alignment with the Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards’ 3-year average of the 
98th percentile. Due to Ontario’s AAQC’sPM2.5 limit, the highest concentrations (rather than the 98th percentile) are 
presented in the results.”

In addition, the report states the following on page 29:  “Note: The 1-hour CAAQS limit for NO2 is based on the 98th 
percentile of the 3-year average of the hourly NO2 concentrations. As such, the AERMOD result presented 
represents the 98th percentile of the 3-year average.”

We trust this sufficiently addresses your comment regarding noting multi-year averages in the report.

1 and 3

15
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

A5, AERMOD Summary Report. Non-default options were selected for all three contaminants. 
Provide more information regarding what non-default options used in the modelling for these 
contaminants.

For AERMOD we used flat terrain.  This is a reasonable assumption since the terrain varies by 7m at most, over 
1000m in the north south axis (0.7%).  The terrain proximate to the site is effectively flat. When the “FLAT” Option is 
selected in AERMOD, it invokes the “Non-default “Model options. This was the only non-default option used.

3

Page 2 of 2



From: Lakes Support <support@weblakes.com> 
Sent: February 10, 2025 4:14 PM
To: 'Pauk Kankainen' <pkankainen@theakston.com>
Subject: RE: Discrepancy between "Control Pathway" and "Reports Option - Control Pathway"

Paul,

Thank you for contacting us. That specific option only applies to much older versions of the model
where NO2 conversion options had their own unique checkbox under the Model Options that had to
be employed because OLM & PVMRM were not regulatory approved options. Once those options
were promulgated (part of the 2017 Appendix W update), an explicit checkbox was no longer needed.

I’ll make a note to review some of the report templates to see what outdated options need to be
reconsidered.

Note: The information contained in this e-mail is for clarification purposes only.  We do not assume any responsibility
or liability, explicitly or implied, for its accuracy.

Cheers,
Michael T. Hammer, CCM | Senior Meteorologist

mailto:support@weblakes.com
mailto:pkankainen@theakston.com


support@weblakes.com
Lakes Environmental Software
www.webLakes.com 

Upcoming online courses!  Click here to see our training schedule.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: Information contained in this communication is confidential and privileged proprietary information
for business use purposes only. Unauthorized use, distribution, copying or disclosure is prohibited. If you received this
communication in error, please contact the sender immediately. Thank you.

 
 
From: Pauk Kankainen <pkankainen@theakston.com> 
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2025 10:41 AM
To: Lakes Support <support@weblakes.com>
Subject: RE: Discrepancy between "Control Pathway" and "Reports Option - Control Pathway"

 
Hello
 
Hope you are keeping busy and well.
 
We are using AERMOD to model 1 hour NO2 NAAQS concentrations based on the OLM method. 
Included below are two screen shots of our set up:

 

mailto:support@weblakes.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.weblakes.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Casaltarelli%40GFNET.com%7C29869c49e88a42847a6508dd4ace63ab%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638748972591941161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZBvJQ%2F0ZO%2FbwEH%2B2HejZjAOPS1rnGtfKLJtQlFfuIAI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.weblakes.com%2Ftraining%2Fupcoming_courses.html&data=05%7C02%7Casaltarelli%40GFNET.com%7C29869c49e88a42847a6508dd4ace63ab%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638748972591962275%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3v2YE63skVFk9a%2FC7ct8Kxwb4F6MHVxHs0m2970pwyw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pkankainen@theakston.com
mailto:support@weblakes.com


 

 
We are confident in our setup of the remaining parameters.  When we use the “Report Options” to
generate a pdf report of the “Control Pathway”, the following pdf report is the result:



Why is the “Conversion of NOx to NO2 (OLM or PVMRM)” option not checked?  Our client is
wondering why?

Thanks

Have a great day.

Paul Kankainen, M. Sc
THEAKSTON ENVIRONMENTAL
Consulting Engineers
596 Glengarry Crescent, P.O. Box 390



Fergus, Ontario N1M 3E2
Tel: (519) 787-2910 Line 2: (519) 787-2918
pkankainen@theakston.com
www.theakston.com
 

 

mailto:pkankainen@theakston.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinkprotect.cudasvc.com%2Furl%3Fa%3Dhttp%253a%252f%252fwww.theakston.com%26c%3DE%2C1%2CU4QddPiEF63Cu8o5WvNi7TxYl4wpD07HcwOl2PG96kMBnBoS7OkR3z3QkbKmJSSqvszVIJauG5LobxcpcwQSZdNUgmlnYFSB7cUJr3TEDNQVbcY%2C%26typo%3D1&data=05%7C02%7Casaltarelli%40GFNET.com%7C29869c49e88a42847a6508dd4ace63ab%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638748972591980693%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6MmrPkXeAtZZAiaSPQswj7h0toXbJKDde5QZReu8zuk%3D&reserved=0


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Date Fri 07-Feb-25 1:39 PM
To Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>;

Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris

Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com
<cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP)
<Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>

Hi there,

I have reviewed the revised Air Quality Assessment report for Ontario Northlander Passenger
Rail, Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project.

Below is a summary of the air quality assessment:

NO2, PM2.5 and benzene were selected as the controlling contaminants for the air quality
assessment consider the emission to criteria/standards ratio and background
concentration.

Air monitoring data from Sudbury and New Market stations were used to estimate
background concentrations for the controlling contaminants and ozone concentrations,
and 90th percentile concentrations were used for estimation of 1-hr and 24-hr background
concentrations as recommended by the MECP.

Nine receptors near the project site were selected and represent the most sensitive and
closest locations as indicated in the report.

Road emissions from the predicted increase in vehicular traffic from 2026 to 2046 and
emissions from train station operation including train idling, heating, comfort, and
emergency equipment were included in the modelling.

AERMOD was used to assess the air quality impacts from the proposed project and
MECP preprocessed meteorological data were used.

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the construction of the project were estimated.

Potential impacts and mitigation measures during the construction phase were discussed.

The report indicated that the modelled cumulative concentrations (modelled plus
background) for selected contaminants were lower than applicable strict criteria/standards
and the project has minor impacts on air quality.



The estimated result of GHG emissions is roughly 5.9% of the threshold of being required
to report CO2 emissions in Ontario and 0.00030% of CO2 emissions from transport in
Canada in 2022 based on the information from the report.

Below is a summary of my comments on the air quality assessment report:

NO2, PM2.5 and benzene were selected as the controlling contaminants for the air quality
assessment consider the emission to criteria/standards ratio and background
concentration as indicated in the report. The emission to criteria/standard ratio for
benzo(a)pyrene is also high, even higher compared to those for PM2.5 and benzene. It is
unclear why benzo(a)pyrene was not selected and included in the air quality assessment.

For emission rates estimates, the road emissions due to traffic increase were estimated
using MOVES and the majority of the emission estimates from train station operation were
based on the supplier information and/or USEPA AP-42 emission factors except for the
proposed natural gas boiler. It is unclear where the emission factors come from for the
proposed natural gas boiler as no reference was provided in the report. In addition, the
report indicated that the equations used to calculate flue gas exit properties represent a
liner best fit to the boilers that Theakston has been involved in. Please provide more
information to support these equations.

Fugitive dust can be emitted from vehicle traffic on paved or unpaved roads. It appears
fugitive dust from vehicles travelling on the roads was not included in the assessment. It is
unclear why fugitive dust from vehicle re-entrainment was not mentioned and included in
the air quality assessment.

The report indicated that Ozone Limiting Method (OLM) was used to convert NOx to NO2,
but in the Control Pathway – NO2 from A5, AERMOD Summary report, the OLM option
was not selected.

A5, AERMOD Summary Report. NAAQS option was selected for both NO2 and PM2.5. It
should be noted that the output is based on a multi-year average. The report should state
clearly that the predicted maximum concentrations at these receptors are multi-year
averages.

A5, AERMOD Summary Report. Non-default options were selected for all three
contaminants. Provide more information regarding what non-default options used in the
modelling for these contaminants.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Regards,
Guowang



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Date Tue 28-Jan-25 8:45 AM
To Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>;

Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris

Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com
<cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP)
<Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>

Hi Krystal,

I will provide my comments/response, probably early next week.

Regards,
Guowang



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

Re: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Date Thu 23-Jan-25 11:15 AM
To Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista,

Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris

Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com
<cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP)
<Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>

2 attachments (15 MB)
ONTC Timmins Stn TRPAP_Air Quality Rpt_MECP Nov 14_3rd round comments_21Jan2025.xlsx; Timmins Station TRPAP_ Air
Quality Assessment Report_Rev2_AS_23Jan25.pdf;

Good Morning Guowang, 

Please find attached the updated Air Quality report and answers to your comments in the attached excel
comment sheet.  The report has been revised to include your comments and reflect MTO / MECP direction
received December 16, 2024. 

If you can please provide your comments / response by January 31, 2025, that would be appreciated. 

Cheers, 
-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

From: Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, November 14, 2024 3:36 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cda2e118fa96949b9b4c908dd3bc8f5a9%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638732457254606989%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zA%2B4X3148x9e4rYRw9%2BHvEgQG9Cx6Avcl6TNlGBASvU%3D&reserved=0


Item #
I.D

(Last name and 
comment #)

Dept/Secti
on

Report Section and 
Page or Drawing # Comment Response

ACTION
1 - Will 
Comply

2 - 
Clarification 

Needed
3 - N/A

Received Nov 
14 2024

1
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Table 1 It is unclear why the modelled maximum NO2 concentrations were not shown in the table when 
assessing air quality impacts from nearby roads and air quality impacts from the training station 
project. The modelled NO2 concentration should be included in addition to the modelled 
concentration plus background concentration.

We interpret this request to mean NO2 should be shown separately (without background 
concentrations). This has been done. From there, we have then added background concentrations, to 
derive the cumulative result. The  report and tables have been updated accordingly. 

1

2

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Table 1 90th  percentile of measurements from local and/or regional air monitoring stations are usually 
used to establish background air quality for a time resolution of 24 hours or less as mentioned 
in the ministry’s previous comment on the Draft Environmental Project Report. It appears only 1-
hr and annual background NO2 background concentrations were provided, but 24-hr NO2 
background concentration was not included in the report for the modelling of impacts from 
training station. Also, only 1-hr background NO2 concentrations were included in the modelling 
the potential impacts from the nearby roads.

24 hour concentraions have been included in Table 5 of the revised report. 1

3
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Table 1 Explain why the modelled concentration plus background concentration (3.1 ppb) is less than 
annual background NO2 concentration (5.7 ppb) for the nearby roads as shown in the report.

Based on MTO/MECP direction from 12/16/2024, the report has been updated using AERMOD only to  
model the emissions from the traffic related to the proposed train station. 1

4
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Table 1 Background concentrations of total suspended particulate matter and PM10 may be estimated 
based on the background PM2.5 concentration when the measurements of TSP and PM10 are 
not available.

PM 2.5 has been modelled and results have been presented in the revised report. See section  #5 / 
Table #5 1

5
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Table 1 & Table 6 Use Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) instead of Canadian AAQC Thank you for pointing this out. This typo has been corrected in a revised report.
1

6

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Section 5, Page 8 Platform area was used as a sensitive receptor to assess the potential impacts from the station 
project. It should be noted that sensitive receptors are defined as residential dwellings based on 
the MTO guideline document. Since the predicted concentrations were below applicable 
criteria/standards for the study area including nearby residences, it may not change the 
conclusion of the assessment.

The platform has been removed as a sensitive receptor within the revised report. The report has been 
updated accordingly. See Section 3.2, Figure 4,  within the revised report for a summary of the 
selected sensitive receptors.

1

7

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Page 12 The report states that the MECP regulates the ambient air quality through the Ambient Air 
Quality Criteria …. It should be noted that an AAQC is not a regulatory value. AAQCs are used 
to assess the ambient air quality, i.e., the potential air quality impacts from the proposed 
project.

Thank you for pointing this out. This typo has been corrected in a revised report.

1

8
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

Table 5 There is a typo for Ontario interim AAQC for PM10, it should be 50 ug/m3 instead of 10 ug/m3 
for 24-hr averaging period. The ministry also has 1-hr NO2 AAQC of 400 ug/m3 in addition to 
the 24-hr AAQC of 200 ug/m3.

Noted Thank You. This typo has been corrected in a revised report.
1

9
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

General  Units of modelled concentrations should be included/shown in the figures. Based on MTO/MECP direction from 12/16/2024, the report has been update using AERMOD only to  
model the emissions from the traffic related to the proposed train station. 1
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Item #
I.D

(Last name and 
comment #)

Dept/Secti
on

Report Section and 
Page or Drawing # Comment Response

ACTION
1 - Will 
Comply

2 - 
Clarification 

Needed
3 - N/A

10

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

A.3 Controlling
Contaminants, Page 46.

The note (*) is confused. I don’t think there is any conversion method outline in modelling 
guideline applied to calculate the E-rate/Annual limit, and annual AAQCS of12 ppb (or 24 
ug/3). 

The (*) was a remnant from the September, 2024 submission which should have been removed. 
Report updated accordingly. 1

11

Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

General The report used modelled TSP or PM10 concentrations as estimates for PM2.5. It should be 
noted that settling velocity and deposition velocity are different in the modelling for TSP, PM10 
and PM2.5, which will affect the modelled concentrations. Depending on the modelling option, 
the modelled PM2.5 concentration may be higher with lower settling velocity and deposition 
velocity compared to TSP and PM10 when the emission rates of TSP, PM10 and PM2.5 are 
similar, like this case. Provide modelled PM2.5 concentrations to support the assumption used 
in the report for this case.

PM2.5 U.S. National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) was used in the AERMOD modeling for this 
analysis. PM 2.5 NAAAQS was selected to ensure alignment with the Canadian Ambient Air Quality 
Standards' 3-year average of the 98th percentile criteria. The report has been updated accordingly.  

1

12
Qiu, Guowang (MECP) 

General It appears the modelled NO2 concentrations can be shown as ug/m3. Check the link for 
detailed information: CALRoads View - Modifying Model Output Units | Lakes Environmental 
Software

Based on MTO/MECP direction from 12/16/2024, the report has been update using AERMOD only to  
model the emissions from the traffic related to the proposed train station. 1

Page 2 of 2
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Date Thu 12-Dec-24 9:44 AM
To Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>;

Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule,

Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her)
(MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Jonathan Corley <Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Klein, Christina
(She/Her) (MECP) <Christina.Klein@ontario.ca>; Deweerd, Tymen (MECP) <Tymen.Deweerd@ontario.ca>



Hi Krystal,

Below are some major issues based on my previous comments:

1. The predicted maximum concentrations were not shown in Table 1 of the
report.

2. The modelled 24-hr NO2 concentrations were not shown in the report.
3. The report used modelled TSP or PM10 concentrations as estimates for

PM2.5. The settling velocity and deposition velocity may be different in
the modelling for TSP, PM10 and PM2.5, which can impact the modelled
concentrations as I mentioned before. It is suggested providing modelled
PM2.5 concentrations to support the assumption used in the report for
this case.

Generally the CAL3QHCR model is used for roadway assessments, including
for NO2. This model also has the ability to add variable ambient background
concentrations, and can be run using a year of hourly meteorological data.

As for the modelled NO2 concentration unit, the consultant mentioned that
modelled concentration unit cannot change to ug/m3 during meeting
discussion. I provided the link from Lakes Environmental, which indicated that
the modelled NO2 concentrations can be shown in ug/m3.

Regards,
Guowang

From: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Sent: Thursday, December 5, 2024 6:13 PM
To: Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Ba�sta, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@gfnet.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Jonathan
Corley <Jonathan.Corley@ontarionorthland.ca>; Klein, Chris�na (She/Her) (MECP)
<Chris�na.Klein@ontario.ca>
Subject: Re: Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Mee�ng to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolu�on

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open a�achments unless you recognize
the sender.

Good Evening Guowang, 

We are working to update the report as per your comments but have a few points of
clarification to allow us to move forward with edits to the report.   I think we can all
agree that the intent of this study is to assess potential air quality impacts for the
project, meaning potential operational and construction related impacts to sensitive
receptors.  We are working diligently to move this across the line to meet mandated in-
service timelines. 



Modelling 

There has been some discussion on modelling so I wanted to provide further
background and approach 
AERMOD was used as the base modeling tool for this AQ study; and is
consistently used in other previously approved TRPAPs completed for other
Transit Authorities (i.e. Metrolinx Caledonia GO Station EPR and City of
Toronto/TTC/Metrolinx Scarborough Subway Extension EPR).

For this project, CALINE 4 was used in addition to AERMOD, to further model
and establish existing background ambient air quality conditions from vehicle
traffic on nearby roads.  This was done to ensure a more accurate assessment
of ambient background conditions, as there are no monitoring stations that are
reasonably close to the Timmins Station site (unlike the Metrolinx Caledonia GO
Station and Scarborough Subway Extension examples where there are nearby
MECP/NAPS monitoring stations, that provide representative background data,
in the respective study areas).  The closest one is in Sudbury so this was done
to make the study MORE accurate. 
CALINE4 was also used in the prediction of emissions related to future traffic
estimates when considering the future build scenario. Note: the previously
referenced Metrolinx projects are all located within highly urbanized
environments, where the nearest MECP/NAPS monitoring stations can be relied
upon for accurate ambient data, which incorporates traffic emissions from
nearby roads, negating the need for additional modeling as completed in this AQ
study using CALINE4.

NO₂

Please confirm if MECP classifies NO₂ as a highly reactive vs inert gas as it
changes the approach

CALINE 4 is the only model within the CALRoads suite specifically
designed to model NO₂, the controlling contaminant for the train station
project.

Unlike other models in the suite (e.g., CALQHC(R)), which are suitable for
inert gases, CALINE 4 accounts for NO₂'s highly reactive nature, ensuring
more accurate results by allowing background concentration to be input
into the model.

CALQHC(R) can present results with units integrated into the output, as
requested by MECP, but it is not suitable for assessing NO₂ as a reactive
gas.

Methodology 

Please provide clarification on approach to allow us to address some
outstanding comments



Current request is to use background concentration of total suspended
particulate matter and PM10 be estimated based on the background PM
2.5 when measurements of TSP and PM10 are not available. PM 2.5 was
used for modelling purposes as it represents the worst-case scenario.
Research into literature is required for the background assumptions
needed to estimate PM10. Please confirm if you are aligned with PM 2.5. 

Previous Comments 

In order to move the study forward, ONTC is requesting we address outstanding
comments and leave comments previously closed, as resolved.  Example
provided in the attached email from October 11th confirming NO₂ output as PPM
is acceptable, but November 14th comment says output should be ug/m3. 
Requesting we leave it as PPM. 

We thank you for your continued support on this priority project and are happy to meet
if further clarification is required. 

Cheers, 
-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP

Director Passenger Rail

Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813

Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C272fe4859f2d48ece99108dd1abb737f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638696114656040484%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=m9U5KdX6Q7WgY0rt%2FurowU3Nsys7%2BD8Enso%2Fxd3T8gs%3D&reserved=0


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Date Thu 14-Nov-24 3:37 PM
To Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy

(MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus,

Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com
<cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP)
<Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>

Hi Amber,

I have reviewed the revised Timmins Station Air Quality Report. Below is a summary of my
comments:

1. Table 1. It is unclear why the modelled maximum NO2 concentrations were not shown in
the table when assessing air quality impacts from nearby roads and air quality impacts
from the training station project. The modelled NO2 concentration should be included in
addition to the modelled concentration plus background concentration.

2. Table 1. 90th percentile of measurements from local and/or regional air monitoring stations
are usually used to establish background air quality for a time resolution of 24 hours or
less as mentioned in the ministry’s previous comment on the Draft Environmental Project
Report. It appears only 1-hr and annual background NO2 background concentrations
were provided, but 24-hr NO2 background concentration was not included in the report for
the modelling of impacts from training station. Also, only 1-hr background NO2
concentrations were included in the modelling the potential impacts from the nearby
roads.

3. Table 1. Explain why the modelled concentration plus background concentration (3.1 ppb)
is less than annual background NO2 concentration (5.7 ppb) for the nearby roads as
shown in the report.

4. Table 1. Background concentrations of total suspended particulate matter and PM10 may
be estimated based on the background PM2.5 concentration when the measurements of
TSP and PM10 are not available.

5. Table 1 & Table 6. Use Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) instead of
Canadian AAQC

6. Section 5, page 8. Platform area was used as a sensitive receptor to assess the potential
impacts from the station project. It should be noted that sensitive receptors are defined as
residential dwellings based on the MTO guideline document. Since the predicted



concentrations were below applicable criteria/standards for the study area including
nearby residences, it may not change the conclusion of the assessment.

7. Page 12. The report states that the MECP regulates the ambient air quality through the
Ambient Air Quality Criteria …. It should be noted that an AAQC is not a regulatory value.
AAQCs are used to assess the ambient air quality, i.e., the potential air quality impacts
from the proposed project.

8. Table 5. There is a typo for Ontario interim AAQC for PM10, it should be 50 ug/m3 instead
of 10 ug/m3 for 24-hr averaging period. The ministry also has 1-hr NO2 AAQC of 400
ug/m3 in addition to the 24-hr AAQC of 200 ug/m3.

9. Units of modelled concentrations should be included/shown in the figures.

10. A.3 Controlling Contaminants, Page 46. The note (*) is confused. I don’t think there is any
conversion method outline in modelling guideline applied to calculate the E-rate/Annual
limit, and annual AAQCS of12 ppb (or 24 ug/3).

11. The report used modelled TSP or PM10 concentrations as estimates for PM2.5. It should
be noted that settling velocity and deposition velocity are different in the modelling for
TSP, PM10 and PM2.5, which will affect the modelled concentrations. Depending on the
modelling option, the modelled PM2.5 concentration may be higher with lower settling
velocity and deposition velocity compared to TSP and PM10 when the emission rates of
TSP, PM10 and PM2.5 are similar, like this case. Provide modelled PM2.5 concentrations
to support the assumption used in the report for this case.

12. It appears the modelled NO2 concentrations can be shown as ug/m3. Check the link for
detailed information: CALRoads View - Modifying Model Output Units | Lakes
Environmental Software

Regards,
Guowang

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.weblakes.com%2F2016%2F12%2F15%2Fmodeling-tip-december-2016%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C1568f905f4d54e435cd208dd04ec180f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638672134321137557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jnqFIivFC%2BA5hRsmb%2FivpdaAaThy8mSJA4F3da4ZOsA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.weblakes.com%2F2016%2F12%2F15%2Fmodeling-tip-december-2016%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C1568f905f4d54e435cd208dd04ec180f%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638672134321137557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jnqFIivFC%2BA5hRsmb%2FivpdaAaThy8mSJA4F3da4ZOsA%3D&reserved=0
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Insert text here…

1 Qiu, Guowang 
Contaminants of 

Concern

Key pollutants related to transportation air quality impact assessments are carbon 
monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxide (NOx) with a focus on NO and NO2, particulate matter (TSP, 
PM10 and PM2.5), selected volatile organic compounds (VOCs) (benzene, 1-3 butadiene, 
formaldehyde, acetaldehyde and acrolein) and benzo(a)pyrene. However, the air quality 
impact assessment included only some pollutants, i.e., NOx, TSP, and benzene. The list of 
key pollutants related to transportation mentioned above should all be included in the air 
quality impact assessment.

Theakston Environmental

See Appendix Sections A.3 and B.3, in updated report. The information contained in 
the referenced appendices demonstrate that the controlling contaminants have 
been presented in the body of the report by comparing the emission factors of the 
key pollutants ( carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxide (NOx) with a focus on NO and 
NO2, particulate matter (TSP, PM10 and PM2.5), selected volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) (benzene, 1-3 butadiene, formaldehyde, acetaldehyde and 
acrolein) and benzo(a)pyrene) to their respective limits.  The particulate matter 
concentrations are low enough that the TSP and / or PM10 concentrations are less 
than the PM2.5 limits. This is highlighted in the particulate Figures in the body of the 
report.

1

2 Qiu, Guowang Study Area

According to the information from the Ministry of Transportations’ Environmental Guide for 
Assessing and Mitigating the Air Quality Impacts and Greenhouse Gas Emissions of 
Provincial Transportation Projects (MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION ENVIRONMENTAL 
GUIDE FOR ASSESSING AND MITIGATING THE AIR QUALITY IMPACTS AND GREENHOUSE GAS 
EMISSIONS OF PROVINCIAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS (prod-environmental-
registry.s3.amazonaws.com)), “The local air quality impacts are assumed to be limited to a 
distance of approximately 500 m from the transportation facility, in each direction.” 

            

Theakston Environmental

See Appendix Section A.5 and B.4 in updated report, where the local air quality 
impacts are depicted to a distance of approximately 500 m from the transportation 
facility, in each direction.

1

3 Qiu, Guowang Section 1.8

The predicted results from the proposed project including cumulative effects are usually 
compared with applicable Ontario Ambient Air Quality Criteria (AAQC) and/or Canadian 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS) to assess the air quality impacts from the project. 
Update Table 4 to include all applicable criteria/standards for all key pollutants with all 
applicable averaging periods. In addition, the ministry has updated criteria and standards for 
SO2. Please refer to the following link for the updated AAQC: AMBIENT AIR QUALITY 
CRITERIA (ontario.ca). In addition to the annual AAQC of 0.45 µg/m3, the ministry also has a 
24-hour AAQC of 2.3 µg/m3 for benzene.

Theakston Environmental

The Table has been updated.  The method used in MECP Guideline A-11 (2017) was 
used to address the 2.3ug/m3 limit on Figures 7a and 7b.

1

Page 1 of 6 1/17/2025
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4 Qiu, Guowang 
Background Air 

Quality

Ambient air quality monitoring data from the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) and National Ambient Pollution Surveillance (NAPS) program ambient air 
monitoring stations in Sudbury, Sault Ste. Marie, North Bay and Toronto were reviewed and 
maximum concentrations were used as background concentrations. These stations are far 
away from the project site, which may not be an appropriate representative for the study 
area. Provide a rationale to explain why ambient air quality monitoring data from these 
stations can be used to estimate background air quality for the study area. 

As provided in the ministry’s previous comment on the Draft Environmental Project Report, 
the 90th percentile of measurements from local and/or regional air monitoring stations are 
usually used to establish background air quality for a time resolution of 24 hours or less. 
Please add a table to show a statistical summary of ambient air monitoring data and 
comparison with applicable criteria/standards.

Theakston Environmental

Page 13 states that the "nearest locations to Timmins are: Sudbury, North Bay, and 
Sault Ste Marie, where Ontario has data, with Sudbury being the closest".  The 
rationale is that these are the closest stations with air quality data.  See Appendix C 
for 90 percentile data, in updated report.

1

5 Qiu, Guowang 

Benzene concentration at the Porcupine Public Health Unit from a Carex Canada Study in 
2011 and the assumption of a 50% reduction over 10 years were used to estimate the 
maximum background benzene concentration for the study area based on the information 
from the report. It should be noted that the decrease trends varied by location, from 21% at 
Ottawa Downtown station to 42% at Sania station, with an average reduction of 41% based 
on the measurements from 2010 to 2019 (10-year trends and annual results | Air Quality in 
Ontario 2019 Report | ontario.ca). From 2012 to 2021, the annual mean benzene 
concentration has decreased by 36% on average (Air Quality in Ontario 2021 Report | 
ontario.ca). A reasonable reduction rate should be used to estimate background benzene 
concentration if benzene concentration at the Porcupine Public Health Unit from a Carex 
Canada Study in 2011 is used. 

In addition to the annual AAQC, the ministry also has 24-hour AAQC, 2.3 µg/m3 for benzene 
as mentioned in the previous comment. The Carex Canada Study (2011) provided predicted 
annual mean benzene concentrations. 24-hour background benzene concentration is also 
required to assess the cumulative effects.

Theakston Environmental

See Appendix C, in updated report.  The MECP data for the larger of 2010 or 2012 is 
an average of 67% of the values the Carex Study found for Benzene for 2011.  The 
average reduction from the MECP 2012 data to the MECP 2019 data was 65%.  As 
such, (on average) the MECP 2019 values were 43.5% of the Carex Study values.  
Therefore using 50% of the Carex Study values (estimated in Figure 3) is 
conservative. 24 hour benzene concentrations have been added to Figures 7a and 
7b in the body of the report.

1

6 Qiu, Guowang Sensitive Receptors

It seems the report didn’t provide detailed information of sensitive receptors in the study 
area, which could be impacted by the proposed project. Sensitive receptors within the study 
area should be identified and presented in the report.

Theakston Environmental

Report pages 4, 19 and 21 describe the Train Station itself as the location with 
sensitive receptors within the of influence of the emission sources modelled.  The 
public and catholic schools (Figure 1a)  are outside the zone of influence of the train 
station's potential emissions and concentrations at the closest residences are low.  
In our professional opinion, the GLC grid conservatively captures the sensitive 
receptors in the vicinity of the proposed train station.  To demonstrate, Appendix 
B.4 provides the worst-case concentrations for sensitive receptors while Figures 5a 
through 7b provide the concentrations from the GLC grid.

1

7 Qiu, Guowang 
Sections 1.4, 1.7 and 

3.3

Emissions from industries in the vicinity of the site, such as Sarjeant Propane, City of 
Timmins Public Works, Porcupine Machining, City of Timmins Bob’s Lake Lagoon sewage 
collection system and City of Timmins 815 Gervais Street North sewage collection system 
were identified, and noise, odour, and dust impacts from these industries were reviewed 
based on land use compatibility guideline (D-6). Emissions from these industrial sources 
were excluded from the modelling assessment for the proposed project based on 
information from the report. If possible, provide more information to support impacts from 
these industries are insignificant, for example, emissions/modelled concentrations from 
Emission Summary and Dispersion Modelling (ESDM) reports, and/or complaint reports 
from these facilities. 

Theakston Environmental

None of these industries have ECAs or EASRs, so no emission rates or modelling is 
available. Appendix D contains literature discussing the sewage collection systems.

1
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8 Qiu, Guowang 

Emissions from nearby roads for the year 2021 and year 2046 were estimated using the U.S. 
EPA’s Motor Vehicle Emission Simulator (MOVES4) and modelled using CALRoads View as 
indicated in the report. It is unclear whether the predicted concentrations shown in the 
report are for the existing situation (2021) or the future situation (2046). Considering the 
Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) near the proposed site, especially the AADT for King 
Street based on the information from the Traffic Assessment Report, it is recommended 
emissions from nearby roads for the year 2046 be included when modelling air quality 
impacts from the proposed project (modelling emissions from both nearby traffic and the 
proposed project). In addition, MOVES inputs, outputs and traffic conditions should be 
included and presented in the report.

Theakston Environmental

We confirm that emissions from nearby roads for the year 2046 were already 
included as part of modelling air quality impacts from the proposed project as 
outlined on page 17 where we state "The NPR TRPAP Traffic Assessment Report, 
from June 2024 was used for an estimate of peak traffic flows in 2046." See 
Appendix B.2 for MOVES4 inputs.

1

9 Qiu, Guowang 

As the report didn’t provide enough detailed information, it is unclear whether the 
proponent followed the MTO’s guide for transportation projects when assessing impacts 
from nearby roads, for example, conducting one-hour and 24-hour worst-case analysis and 
using worst-case meteorological inputs, etc, even though more detailed traffic information 
was provided in the Traffic Assessment Report. Theakston Environmental

For the Figures 5a through 7b, in the body of the report, our experience was used to 
provide a conservative result. Appendix B.4 demonstrates that the worst-case 
concentrations, when using MTO's guide, are slightly less conservative than those 
shown in the body of the report. Appendix B.1 tabulates the differences between 
the parameters from Theakston's typical analysis and those suggested in the MTO 
guide. AERMOD calculates 5 years of hourly data and chooses the worst-case. 
AERMOD has the option of eliminating meteorological anomalies. The highest 
concentrations were reported in the original Report.

1

10 Qiu, Guowang 
In addition to emissions from nearby roads, the emission rates estimation for the key 
pollutants for the railway station including methods and results should be described and 
presented in the report. 

Theakston Environmental
Sample calculations for the controlling pollutants for the railway station, namely the 
train, the emergency generator, and the comfort heating equipment have been 
provided in Appendix A.4 - Emission Rate Sample Calculations.

1

11 Qiu, Guowang 
The report doesn’t provide sufficient information about air dispersion modelling, i.e., 
meteorological data, terrain data, emission heights, information on receptors, etc. In 
addition, NO2 concentrations were reported, it is unclear what method was used as there 
are several options available for the conversion of NOX to NO2 in the AEROMOD.

Theakston Environmental

The OLM method also requires values for the “In Stack NO2/NOX Ratio”.  The 
following values were used:
•	Diesel Locomotive = 0.083
•	Unit Heaters and AHU = 0.100
•	Generac Generator = 0.187                                            
See Appendix A.2, in updated report.

1

12 Qiu, Guowang 

In addition to the maximum point of impingement concentration, modelled results for 
sensitive receptors should also be provided. In addition to the isopleth/contour plots, the 
modelled results including cumulative effects for all key pollutants should be presented in 
the tables and compared with applicable criteria/standards.

Theakston Environmental

See Appendix Sections A.3 and B.3, within the updated report. These appendices 
demonstrate that the controlling contaminants have been presented in the body of 
the report by comparing the emission factors of the key pollutants (carbon 
monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxide (NOx) with a focus on NO and NO2, particulate 
matter (TSP, PM10 and PM2.5), selected volatile organic compounds (VOCs) 
(benzene, 1-3 butadiene, formaldehyde, acetaldehyde and acrolein) and 
benzo(a)pyrene) to their respective limits.                                                                    
Further, in our professional opinion, the GLC grid conservatively captures the 
sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the proposed train station. To demonstrate, 
Appendix B.4 provides the worst-case concentrations for sensitive receptors while 
Figures 5a through 7b provide the concentrations from the GLC grid.

1

13 Qiu, Guowang 
In addition to the operation phase, potential effects from the construction activities 
associated with the proposed project should be discussed in the report, including but not 
limited to: sources, emissions, potential effects and mitigation measures, etc. 

Theakston Environmental

Table 6 of the report addresses potential effects from the construction activities 
associated with the proposed project. Further, see Appendix E, in updated report.

1

14 Qiu, Guowang 

Natural Environment 
Existing Conditions & 
Impact Assessment 

Report

The Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report doesn’t mention 
the potential air quality effects from the construction activities of the proposed project. 
Potential adverse effects to air quality including mitigation measures during construction 
should be discussed and included in the Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact 
Assessment Report.    

Theakston Environmental

Table 6 of the report addresses potential effects from the construction activities 
associated with the proposed project. Further, see Appendix E, in updated report.

1
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15 Qiu, Guowang 
Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) Emissions

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the construction of the Timmins-Porcupine Station 
were estimated. The report doesn’t mention a reduction in carbon sinks due to vegetation 
removal. The impacts of vegetation removal on GHG emissions from the proposed project 
should be discussed in the report. In addition, Timmins-Porcupine Station GHG emissions 
from the operations phases including train service should also be estimated. The estimated 
GHG emissions should be compared with the provincial and national totals.

Theakston Environmental

Added to report within Section 6, "The grass and shrubs on the existing site may be 
sequestering more carbon dioxide than is emitted from mowing and maintaining the 
area. Conservatively, B. Jason West and Danelle Haake 
(https://www.litzsinger.org/research/west-haake.pdf) measured 11.7Mg C per year 
sequestered by 7.2 acres by a restored tallgrass prairie.  The result at this site, is 
sequestering carbon dioxide at a rate of 3.5 Mg C per year, if sequestering is at the 
rate of a restored Missouri tallgrass prairie."

1

16 Qiu, Guowang 
There is a typo in the sentence “These industries are considered from a Guideline D-6 
perspective, described in section 1.4, below.” It should be sections 1.7 and 3.3 instead of 
section 1.4. 

Theakston Environmental
Corrected in updated Report.

1

1 Qiu, Guowang General Comment

It is expected that some summary tables are added to main sections of the report, for 
example, summary tables for background concentrations with applicable AAQC/CAAQS, 
emission rates, modelled results with and without background concentrations with 
applicable AAQC/CAAQS based on the ministry’s previous comments, however, no summary 
tables were added to the report.

Theakston Environmental

Summary tables for background concentrations with applicable AAQC/CAAQS, 
emission rates, modelled results with and without background concentrations with 
applicable AAQC/CAAQS have been added to the body of the revised report.

1

2 Qiu, Guowang 

Ontario Ambient Air 
Quality Criteria 
(AAQC) and/or 

Canadian Ambient 
Air Quality Standards 

(CAAQS).

The background concentrations and modelled results should be compared to applicable 
AAQC and/or CAAQS as mentioned in the ministry’s previous comment. Applicable CAAQS 
were not included in the report. Please include the applicable CAAQS in the report in 
addition to the applicable AAQCs. In addition to annual AAQC, benzo(a)pyrene also has a 24-
hr AAQC. SO2 has an AAQC based on 10-min averaging period in addition to annual and 1-
hour AAQCs. Also, 1-hour SO2 standard is 100 ug/m3 and annual standard is 10 ug/m3.

Theakston Environmental

The background concentrations and modelled results have been compared to 
applicable AAQC and/or CAAQS.

1

3 Qiu, Guowang 
Background 

Concentrations

For the appendix C, copies of summary for some contaminants from ministry’s 2021 report 
were added. It should be noted that the background concentrations are generally 
summarized from the most recent 3-5 years’ data when data from nearest MECP AQHI 
and/or NAPS stations are used instead of site-specific measurements. Provide tables 
showing a summary of 3-5 year’s data, for example, minimum, maximum, average, and 90th 
percentile, etc. and a summary table with background concentrations of contaminants of 
concern (COC) and applicable AAQCs and/or CAAQS. 24-hour background benzene 
concentration is also required to assess the cumulative effects as mentioned in the 
ministry’s previous comment.

Theakston Environmental

Tables showing a summary of 3 year’s data, for mean, maximum,  and 90th 
percentile have been added to the body of the revised report.

1

4 Qiu, Guowang Emission Rates
A summary table with emission rate for each contaminant should be reported and 
presented in the report.

Theakston Environmental

A summary table with emission rate for each contaminant has been reported and 
presented in the report.

1

5 Qiu, Guowang Section 1.6

PM<44um concentrations from the proposed project were not reported based on the 
comparison of the ratios of NOx/PM<44um between applicable limits and emission factors 
as indicated in the report. It should be noted that PM<44um, PM10 and PM2.5 emissions 
from the proposed project are almost the same. Consider about the relative low limits for 
PM10 and PM2.5 compared to PM<44um, the predicted PM10 and PM2.5 concentration 
should be reported and presented in the report, which also applied to emissions from the 
nearby roads. 

Theakston Environmental

The predicted PM10 and PM2.5 concentration have been reported and presented in 
the report.

1

Received September 20, 2024
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6 Qiu, Guowang 

	 
 
The air dispersion modelling should include emissions from both nearby roads and the 
proposed project as suggested by the ministry. It appears air quality impacts from the 
nearby roads and the proposed project were modelled separately. If that is the case, the 
predicted concentrations from the nearby road should also been included as part of 
background concentrations to assess the cumulative impacts form the proposed project.
 
 

Theakston Environmental

There will be no overlap of the idling train and the peak traffic hours, therefore no 
changes to the report were required.

3

7 Qiu, Guowang 

Ozone Limiting Method (OLM) was used to convert NOx to NO2, and the annual O3 
concentration from AQHI station in Sudbury was used. It is recommended that 90th 
percentile of 1-hour or 24-hour background O3 values be used to obtain conservative 
results. In addition, it is unclear where the initial in stack NO2/NOx ratios shown in the 
report come from. 

Theakston Environmental

The  90th percentile of 1-hour or 24-hour background O3 values have been used to 
obtain conservative results, as recommended by the MECP. The OLM method 
requires values for the “In Stack NO2/NOX Ratio”.  The following values were used 
Diesel Locomotive = 0.083, Unit Heaters and AHU = 0.100, and Generac Generator = 
0.187.  These values are from GUIDANCE FOR NO2 DISPERSION MODELLING IN 
BRITISH COLUMBIA, (Guidance for NO2 Dispersion Modelling (gov.bc.ca)) were used 
for the in-stack ratios, page 30. 

1

8 Qiu, Guowang 
Some key contaminants were selected for modelling based on the ratios between emission 
rates and applicable limits. In addition to NO2, PM10, PM2.5 and benzene should also be 
included as one of the controlling contaminants to assess the impacts of the project.

Theakston Environmental

Benzene has been considered as one of the controlling contaminants to assess the 
impacts of the project, as recommended by the MECP. PM10 and PM2.5 are also 
included as controlling contaminants.

1

9 Qiu, Guowang 

It is hard for readers to verify the statements about the modelling results in the summary of 
the report as no modelled results were presented in a summary table. Modelled results with 
and without background concentrations should be summarized and presented in a table and 
compared with the applicable AAQCs and/or CAAQS as previously suggested by the 
Ministry.

Theakston Environmental

Modelled results with and without background concentrations have been 
summarized and presented in a table and compared with the applicable AAQCs 
and/or CAAQS, as per Table 1 within the Executive Summary of the revised report. 1

10 Qiu, Guowang 
Controlling 

contaminants

Some key contaminants were selected for modelling based on the ratios between emission 
rates and applicable limits as mentioned before. It is unclear how the proponent calculated 
the high ratios of E-rate/24 h limit for NOx and NO2 as shown in the A.3

Theakston Environmental

This was a typo and has been corrected.

1

11 Qiu, Guowang 
Benzene concentrations from the nearby roads were modelled and presented in the report, 
however, benzene concentrations from the proposed project were not reported and 
presented even though benzene was one of the key contaminants. 

Theakston Environmental

Benzene has been included as one of the controlling contaminants to assess the 
impacts of the project. Refer to section 2.2 of the revised report. 1

12 Qiu, Guowang 
It is unclear why 1/10000 was used when presented the modelled benzene concentrations 
from the nearby roads. Provide an explanation for adding 1/10000 for the modelled results. Theakston Environmental

When modelling Benzene with CALRoads, the Benzene concentrations were 0 at the 
emission rates given by the MOVES4 program, and as such, the emission rates were 
multiplied by 10,000 to increase resolution and the displayed concentrations were 
subsequently divided by 10,000.

n/a

13 Qiu, Guowang Figures 5a and 5b
The modelled NO2 concentrations were shown in mg/m3. To better shown the results, it is 
recommended the modelled concentrations be presented in ug/m3 or ppb instead of 
mg/m3.

Theakston Environmental

We have researched this request and attempted to provide the desired units with 
each of the CALROADS modeling suites from Lakes.  Of these:   CALINE4 predicts 
concentrations of carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), suspended 
particulate, and inert gases near roadways.  CAL3QHC predicts concentrations of 
carbon monoxide (CO), suspended particulate, and inert gases near roadways. 
CAL3QHCR is an enhanced version of CAL3QHC that can process up to a year of 
meteorological data.

Of the above models, only CALINE4 includes provisions to predict NO2 
concentrations.  It includes the ability to use background concentrations for O3, NO, 
and NO2.  The output results for NO2 concentrations are in ppm.  We approached 
the tech support people at Lakes Environmental and were advised the POI 
concentrations for NO2 cannot be displayed in ug/m3 within the model.  We 
understand your preference for ug/m3 over ppm but regrettably we cannot comply.  
The best we can do is convert the maximum concentration value which is what is 
presented in Figures 5a and 5b.

1 and 3
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14 Qiu, Guowang 
Greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions 

It is recommended the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) methodology 
(2019 Refinement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories) be 
used in the estimation of greenhouse gas emissions as a results of land use changes. In 
addition to GHG emissions from construction, GHG emissions from the operation phase 
should also be estimated. The estimated GHG emissions should be compared with the 
national and provincial GHG emissions as mentioned in the ministry’s previous comment.

Theakston Environmental

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) methodology (2019 
Refinement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas Inventories) 
was used in the estimation of the one-time loss of carbon storage as a results of land 
use changes.  Refer to Section 6 within the revised report.  GHG emissions from the 
operation phase are also estimated in Section 6.  1
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Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Date Mon 04-Nov-24 9:55 AM
To Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Batista,

Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus,

Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com
<cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP)
<Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>

2 attachments (9 MB)
Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet_MECP AQ_29 Oct 2024.xlsx; ONTC_Timmins Station TRPAP_ Air
Quality Assessment Report_Rev1_Clean.pdf;

Good Morning Cindy, Wai and Guowang,

As a follow up to our meeting on September 27th, and subsequent emails, please find attached the
revised Timmins Station Air Quality Report that addresses MECP’s comments, along with the
Comment/Response table for your review.  We look forward to hearing back from you by November 13. 

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2024 11:16 AM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Ba�sta, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus,
Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com; 'Stephen
Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Mee�ng to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolu�on

mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Amber,

I’ve consulted with Guowang - the ministry will require 5-7 business days to review the updated
AQ report once it is submitted. 

Thanks,

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conserva�on and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2024 9:48 AM
To: Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>;
Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll
(She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Mee�ng to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolu�on
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Guowang,

We are reviewing this information and will get back to you if we need any clarification.

@Batista, Cindy (MECP) we are trying to prepare a workback schedule.  Please advise how many
business days MECP is going to require to review the updated AQ Report once you receive it.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised

https://namedrop.io/waihadlari
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
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mailto:cgagnon@theakston.com
mailto:spollock@theakston.com
mailto:Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca
mailto:Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Date Fri 11-Oct-24 9:56 AM
To Stephen Pollock <spollock@theakston.com>; Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)

<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>;

Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com <cgagnon@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her)
(MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>



Hi Stephen,

It is easier for readers to understand the outputs in the Figures when output
unit of NO2 is the same as the applicable criteria. Anyway, it is okay if CALINE4
can only output NO2 concentrations in ppm. If the predicted maximum
concentration is above the applicable criteria, frequency of exceedance should
be presented (I guess you mean the predicted maximum concentration is
below the applicable criteria from your last sentence?)

Regards,
Guowang

From: Stephen Pollock <spollock@theakston.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 10, 2024 12:01 PM
To: Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
<Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule,
Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>;
cgagnon@theakston.com; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>
Subject: Re: Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Mee�ng to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolu�on

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender.

Dear Guowang:
We hope you are keeping busy and well.
We are working through you’re your comments for No. 13. Figures 5a and 5b:  The
modelled NO2 concentrations shown were in mg/m3.  To better show the results, it is
recommended the modelled concentrations be presented in ug/m3 or ppb instead of
mg/m3.

We have researched your request and attempted to provide the desired units with
each of the CALROADS modeling suites from Lakes.  Of these:
• CALINE4 predicts concentrations of carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide
(NO2), suspended particulate, and inert gases near roadways.
• CAL3QHC predicts concentrations of carbon monoxide (CO), suspended
particulate, and inert gases near roadways.
• CAL3QHCR is an enhanced version of CAL3QHC that can process up to a
year of meteorological data.

Of the above models, only CALINE4 includes provisions to predict NO2
concentrations.  It includes the ability to use background concentrations for O3, NO,
and NO2.  The output results for NO2 concentrations are in ppm.  We approached the
tech support people at Lakes Environmental and were advised the POI concentrations
for NO2 cannot be displayed in ug/m3 within the model.  We understand your
preference for ug/m3 over ppm but regrettably we cannot comply.  The best we can do
is convert the maximum concentration value.



Note that the CALINE4 model does display the results for other pollutants in ug/m3
and were so presented in the original submission.

We propose submitting the CALROADS plots as in the original submission, except for
the background concentrations being modified to the 90th percent levels, as
requested.  The NO2 plots will have units in ppm, with the maximum value listed
converted to ug/m3.  If the maximum value predicted passes NO2 criteria, then we are
good to go.

We welcome your thoughts.
Have a wonderful day Guowang and stay well.
Stephen

Stephen Pollock, P.Eng.
President
THEAKSTON ENVIRONMENTAL
Consulting Engineers
596 Glengarry Crescent, P.O. Box 390
Fergus, Ontario N1M 3E2
Tel: (519) 787-2910 Line 2: (519) 787-2918
Cell: (519) 362-4165
spollock@theakston.com
www.theakston.com

pronouns: he/him

A close up of a sign Descrip�on automa�cally generated

From: "Qiu, Guowang (MECP)" <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Date: Tuesday, October 8, 2024 at 16:19
To: "Stephen Pollock P.Eng." <spollock@theakston.com>, "Saltarelli, Amber"
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>, "Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP)" <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Cc: "Desautels, Solange (MECP)" <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>, "Hadlari, Wai
(MECP)" <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>, Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>, "Miljus,
Alexia L" <amiljus@GFNET.com>, Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>, "Soule, Jillian (MTO)"
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>, "Graham, Jessica" <jegraham@GFNET.com>,
"cgagnon@theakston.com" <cgagnon@theakston.com>, "Leith, Carroll (She/Her)
(MECP)" <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Mee�ng to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment
Resolu�on

Hi Stephen,

Attached please find my responses to your follow-up questions (in blue).

Regards,

mailto:spollock@theakston.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theakston.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjegraham%40GFNET.com%7C67f3a403c7b14ded80cc08dce9fc74c1%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638642518110234725%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ak7FyVKpWKCH1nSzr%2F%2B8oadnySLkRV%2BxebV0zxopsLU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca
mailto:spollock@theakston.com
mailto:asaltarelli@GFNET.com
mailto:Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca
mailto:Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
mailto:cquinke@theakston.com
mailto:amiljus@GFNET.com
mailto:krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca
mailto:jegraham@GFNET.com
mailto:cgagnon@theakston.com
mailto:cgagnon@theakston.com
mailto:Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca


Guowang

From: Stephen Pollock <spollock@theakston.com>
Sent: Monday, October 7, 2024 9:19 AM
To: Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
<Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule,
Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>;
cgagnon@theakston.com; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>
Subject: Re: Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Mee�ng to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolu�on

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender.

Dear Guowang:
We hope you found time to relax over the weekend.
Thank you for your responses. 
Can we trouble you for a response to the attached follow-up questions.
Thank you Guowang and have a wonderful day.
Stephen

Stephen Pollock, P.Eng.
President
THEAKSTON ENVIRONMENTAL
Consulting Engineers
596 Glengarry Crescent, P.O. Box 390
Fergus, Ontario N1M 3E2
Tel: (519) 787-2910 Line 2: (519) 787-2918
Cell: (519) 362-4165
spollock@theakston.com
www.theakston.com

pronouns: he/him

Image removed by sender. A close up of a sign Descrip�on automa�cally generated
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution

From Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Date Wed 2024-10-02 12:03 PM
To Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>;

Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com <cgagnon@theakston.com>; 'Stephen Pollock'
<spollock@theakston.com>; Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>

IRONSCALES couldn't recognize this email as this is the first time you received an email from this sender
Guowang.Qiu @ ontario.ca

Hi Amber,

Please see my responses below regarding our discussion during the meeting:

For the daily and annual VOC concentrations, Theakston should do the search by themselves.
Anyway, they can get the data from NAPS stations:
http://data.ec.gc.ca/data/air/monitor/national-air-pollution-surveillance-naps-program/Data-
Donnees/?lang=en. Keep in mind, there are fewer monitoring stations from 2021 and no
complete monitoring data for the year of 2020 due to the impacts of COVID. In addition,
Theakston Environmental is doing the assessment instead of the MECP. Theakson should
provide appropriate baseline data to represent study area with a justification/rationale.

We discussed the unit of modelled concentrations using CALINE during the meeting. The
results can be automatically converted to ug/m3 if using Lakes CALINE. Theakson needs to
enter the molecular weight of the contaminant in one of the control windows when setting up the
model runs. They need to do this before they run the model.

For greenhouse gas emissions from grassland including grass removal, please refer to the
following IPCC method:

4 (iges.or.jp)
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CHAPTER 1 (iges.or.jp)

Another comment on emissions from idle. Below is the information from the report:

The train is expected to idle at station for one hour in the southbound direction and 2hrs 20min
in the northbound direction. In this report, the analysis of the train will be carried out at notch
setting of 2, which is understood to be the maximum setting for departing due to speed
restrictions and will provide a conservative estimate of the maximum concentration of exhaust
emissions from the train station.

We usually think the missions from idle will be higher. To support using emissions from a notch
setting of 2 as a conservation estimate, please provide emission estimates from both idle and a
notch setting of 2.

For the previous comment #5, Section 1.6. PM<44um concentrations from the proposed project
were not reported based on the comparison of the ratios of NOx/PM<44um between applicable
limits and emission factors as indicated in the report. It should be noted that PM<44um, PM10
and PM2.5 emissions from the proposed project are almost the same. Consider about the
relative low limits for PM10 and PM2.5 compared to PM<44um, the predicted PM10 and PM2.5
concentration should be reported and presented in the report, which also applied to emissions
from the nearby roads. 

Settling velocity and deposition velocity were considered when modelling PM<44um
concentrations using CALINE, which would impact the modelled PM<44um concentrations
compared to modelled PM10 and PM2.5 concentrations. Provide evidence to support that the
predicted PM<44um, PM10 and PM2.5 concentrations are the same when using CALINE for
the same emission rate. For AERMOD, we discussed the default option when modelling
PM<44um, that is only applied to Canadian version.

We spent a lot of time to discuss the impacts from nearby roads for the following comment: The
air dispersion modelling should include emissions from both nearby roads and the proposed
project as suggested by the ministry. It appears air quality impacts from the nearby roads and
the proposed project were modelled separately. If that is the case, the predicted concentrations
from the nearby road should also been included as part of background concentrations to assess
the cumulative impacts form the proposed project.

If you don’t want to include emissions from all vehicles from nearby roads, there is another
option. In addition to the emissions from train idle, emergency diesel generator and comfort
heating equipment, there are also emissions from vehicles including buses on the adjacent
roads due to train service, that should be included in the modelling using AERMOD. Model
emissions from train idle, emergency diesel generator, comfort heating equipment and vehicle
emissions nearby due to train service.

Regards,

Guowang

Guowang Qiu, Ph.D.

Air Quality Analyst
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Technical Support Section, Eastern Region

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks

Guowang.qiu@ontario.ca, 613-583-0206

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 1, 2024 7:14 PM
To: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>;
Chris Quinke <cquinke@theakston.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; cgagnon@theakston.com; 'Stephen Pollock' <spollock@theakston.com>
Subject: RE: Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Mee�ng to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolu�on
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Hello Cindy & Guowang,

Thank you for the opportunity to discuss the Air Quality Report comments on our call last Friday.  There
are two action items for MECP to advise on so that we can update these aspects of the report – they are
as follows:

1. We understand Guowang will provide a link to a website that has 24-hour concentration data for
Benzene.  We note the following in this regard:

i) If there is no annual data at the same site, Guowang will need to please provide guidance
as to how to use that data in Timmins in a way that is acceptable to MECP;

ii) If there is no 24-hour data, Guowang to provide guidance as to how to use the annual
data in Timmins in a way that is acceptable to MECP.

2. Guowang to get back to us regarding IPCC – i.e., whether or not it includes a category for a cultural
meadow.  If not, please confirm that our approach of relying on peer reviewed studies is acceptable.

Please get back to us on these 2 items as soon as possible.  In the meantime, we are proceeding with
the other agreed upon updates to the report.

Thank you,

10/8/24, 2:41 PM RE: Timmins Station TRPAP - Meeting to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolution - Miljus, Alexia L - Outlook

mailto:Guowang.qiu@ontario.ca


Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President

Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised

gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse 
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients 
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named 
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and 
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Saltarelli, Amber
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2024 2:00 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber; Ba sta, Cindy (MECP); Hadlari, Wai (MECP); Chris Quinke; Miljus, Alexia L; Krystal Perepeluk; 
Qiu, Guowang (MECP); Soule, Jillian (MTO); Graham, Jessica; cgagnon@theakston.com; 'Stephen Pollock'
Cc: Desautels, Solange (MECP)
Subject: Timmins Sta on TRPAP - Mee ng to discuss Air Quality Rpt Comment Resolu on
When: Friday, September 27, 2024 11:00 AM-12:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: Microso� Teams Meeting

________________________________________________________________________________

Microsoft Teams Need help?

Join the meeting now

mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fgannett-fleming&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C6a413a4fb5b8499f6e6908dce2fbb3d7%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638634817943180455%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=scgYJCkkA4RJRyzI04ffyqCJp6xXT%2F%2B140rHA1at%2BA0%3D&reserved=0
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Outlook

RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR

From Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Date Tue 2024-10-08 10:21 AM
To Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>;

Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>

Hi Cindy,

On behalf of ONTC, thank you and we acknowledge the Ministry’s comments relating 
to Hydrogeology.  Upon review of the comments, it has been determined that no 
revisions to the Hydrogeological report are required.

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3 C 
416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

From: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2024 7:40 AM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
<Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan,
Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Ashberry,
Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ba�sta, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR

Good morning, Amber,

Please find attached the ministry’s comments relating to hydrogeology. 

Thanks,

Cindy



 
 

Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 
 
 
Northern Region 
435 James Street South 
Suite 331 
Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 
Tel.:  (807) 475-1205 
Fax:  (807) 475-1754 

Ministère de l'Environnement, 
de la Protection de la nature et 
des Parcs  
 
Région du Nord 
435, rue James sud 
Bureau 331 
Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 
Tél. :     (807) 475-1205 
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M E M O R A N D U M September 27, 2024 

TO: Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 

FROM: Shawn Kinney 
Hydrogeologist 
Technical Support Section 
Northern Region 

RE: Ontario Northland., Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project  
Final Environmental Project, Existing Conditions, and Impact Reports 
Lot 8, Concession 4, Whitney Twp., Porcupine (City of Timmins)  
District of Cochrane  

I have examined the documents entitled: 

• “ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT REPORT, REVISED, Ontario Northland, 
Northlander Passenger Rail Service, Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail 
Project Assessment Process” Gannett Fleming Canada ULC., August 8, 2024. 
 

• NATURAL ENVIRONMENT EXISTING CONDITIONS & IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
REPORT, Final, Ontario Northland, Northlander Passenger Rail, Timmins-
Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.” Gannett 
Fleming Canada ULC., July 26, 2024. 
 

I additionally visited the subject site on September 12, 2024.  
 
My judgement is further informed by the supplementary documents received on 
September 12, 2024, entitled:  
 

• “ONTARIO NORTHLAND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION, PRELIMINARY 
SOIL AND GROUNDWATER CHARACTERIZATION REPORT” Gannett Fleming 
Canada ULC., March 2024. 
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• “Geotechnical Investigation – Ontario Northland, Northeastern Passenger Rail
Service: New Timmins Station, Timmins, Ontario (Draft Rev 3)” Palmer, aka SLR
Consulting (Canada) Ltd., August 9. 2024.

• “RE: Hydrogeological Assessment – Ontario Northland Northeastern Passenger
Rail Service: New Timmins Station, Timmins, Ontario” Palmer, aka SLR
Consulting (Canada) Ltd., September 10, 2024.

Based upon the provided information, I give the following comments for your 
consideration. 

• The above-captioned documents satisfactorily describe existing soil and
groundwater conditions at the subject site.

• The historical ground surface in the study area might have originally been
naturally saturated or flooded, necessitating the importation of the present fill
materials.

• Groundwater flow might be from north to south through the fill and upper silt and
clay layer. The estimated flow velocity is about one metre per year with a
downward component toward a more conductive underlying sand layer
approximately 10 meters or more below ground surface.

• The provided data show shallow soil and groundwater impacts by sodium and
chloride consistent with the long-term application of road de-icing salt within an
urban area. This might have implications for the re-use of excess soils in an
agricultural application.

• The sample results do not indicate any significant or widespread contamination
by metals, Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH), Petroleum Hydrocarbons
(PHC’s) or Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC’s) at the site.

• There do not appear to be any overt geological or hydrogeological factors
reported that would prohibit consideration of future Permit to Take Water
(PTTW), Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or Environmental
Compliance Approval (ECA) applications for this location.

Summary of Geology and Hydrogeology Conditions 

I have examined twenty-seven borehole logs included in Appendix A of the recently 
provided Geotechnical Investigation report. Published geological maps and available 
water well records also informed my judgement. I note the following:  
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Overburden: 

Fill material of unspecified origin overlies the site.  

The mapped natural overburden material is Glaciolacustrine plain. Primary natural 
material clay, secondary natural material silt, low topographic relief (ref. NOEGTS Map 
42ASW). 

On-site boreholes did not encounter bedrock within sixteen metres of ground surface.  
Private well records in the vicinity suggest a local overburden thickness of about 18 to 
24 metres (ref. well records Z182145 (800 m SW) and Z376669 (500 m SW). 

Borehole logs indicate the following general overburden composition (from upper to 
lower)  

• Fill:  median thickness 2.3 m 
• Silt and Clay: median thickness 9 metres 
• Silty sand and sand: thickness +7 metres  

Bedrock (ref: Ontario Geological Survey Map P.3547-Revised) 

• Northwest half = Precambrian clastic sedimentary rocks (Porcupine Assemblage)  
• Southeast half = Precambrian Intermediate volcanic rocks 

Hydrogeology:  

The consultant completed ten boreholes as groundwater monitoring wells. The 
consultant screened eight wells in the upper silt and clay layer and two wells in the 
deeper sand layer.  

The consultant reports one set of groundwater level measurements taken on August 30. 
2023 after a prolonged rainless period. The reported groundwater levels might be lower 
than normal.  

I note the following: 

Depth to Groundwater 

• Shallow screened wells: Median depth 1.5 mbgs. Range 0.6 mbgs to 3.9 mbgs.  
• Deeper screened wells: Median depth 5 mbgs.  Range 4.84 mbgs to 5.09 mbgs. 

The results indicate that the historical ground surface might have been naturally 
saturated (if not flooded) necessitating the importation of the observed fill materials. 
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Horizontal and Vertical Hydraulic Gradients 

The provided data suggests a horizontal hydraulic gradient of about 0.01 m/m from 
north to south. This is a moderate gradient.  

The site lacks multi-level groundwater monitors; thus, I could not calculate an exact 
vertical gradient. However, the lower water levels in the deeper sands suggests a 
downward flow component (i.e., recharging conditions). 

Groundwater Flow Velocity 

I have examined the particle size data for multiple soil samples (ref. Geotechnical 
Investigation, Appendix B). Table 2 of the same report also presents infiltration test 
results conducted in shallow sandy silt fill material.at two locations.  

The upper fill materials had an average infiltration rate of 44.5 mm/hr which the 
consultant interprets as an average hydraulic conductivity of 8.9 x 10-7 m/s. This would 
be a moderate to low hydraulic conductivity typical of silty sand.  

Grain size analysis suggests that the silt and clay layer is approximately one hundred 
times less conductive than the overlying fill (estimated hydraulic conductivity not greater 
than 1 x 10-8 m/s, typical of that material).  

The silty sand layer underlying the above-noted clay layer is likely to be at least ten 
times more conductive than the silt/clay layer, with a hydraulic conductivity of about 1 x 
10-7 m/s or more, typical of that material.  

Based upon the estimated hydraulic conductivity and horizontal hydraulic gradient, the 
groundwater flow velocity within the upper silt and clay layer might be from north to 
south at a velocity of about one metre per year with a downward component toward the 
more conductive underlying sand layer. 

Soil and Groundwater Quality 

Tables I-I through XI-I of the Hydrogeological Assessment Document present the results 
of soil and groundwater sample analyses for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station.  

Natural soil and groundwater quality at multiple locations throughout the site satisfied 
Table 1 (Full Depth Background Site Condition Standards) of the Soil, Ground Water 
and Sediment Standards for Use Under Part XV.1 of the Environmental Protection Act. 
Background soil and groundwater quality are satisfactory. 

The soil and groundwater samples showed sodium and chloride impacts in soil and 
shallow groundwater at multiple locations, typically near the site perimeter. These 
impacts are consistent with the long-term application of road de-icing salt within an 
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urban area.  

The reported sample results do not indicate any significant or widespread contamination 
by metals, Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAH), Petroleum Hydrocarbons (PHC’s) 
or Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC’s) which might be exist within former commercial 
or industrial areas. 

The salt-impacted soils encountered sporadically around the perimeter of the site might 
have implications for the re-use of excess soils in an agricultural application.  

Conclusions 

• The above-captioned documents satisfactorily describe existing soil and 
groundwater conditions at the subject site.  
 

• There do not appear to be any overt geological or hydrogeological factors that 
would prohibit consideration of future Permit to Take Water (PTTW), 
Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or Environmental Compliance 
Approval (ECA) applications for this location.  

 
Statement of Limitations 

The purpose of the preceding review is to provide advice to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks regarding subsurface conditions based on a 
review of the information provided in the above-referenced documents.  

The conclusions, opinions and recommendations of the reviewer are based on 
information provided by others, except where otherwise noted. The Ministry cannot 
guarantee that the information that is provided by others is accurate or complete. A lack 
of specific comment by the reviewer is not to be construed as endorsing the content or 
views expressed in the reviewed material. 

 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY 

 

Shawn Kinney, P.Geo.  

SK/sk 
 
cc. GW 04 06 DC PC (Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station EA 

Lot 8, Con 4, Whitney Twp., Porcupine, Cochrane District)  
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ec. Jacinth Gilliam-Price (A. Surface Water Group Leader) 
Chris Mahon (Water Resources Unit) 

 Carroll Leith (Technical Support Section)  
Naomi Howard (Timmins District Office) 

 SK # 1-360557106 
 



From: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2024 12:58 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
<Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan,
Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Ashberry,
Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ba�sta, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR

Hello Amber.

Ministry staff are available Friday morning between 10 – noon.  The ministry is
not available on Monday.

As for the status of the hydrogeology comments, ministry staff are targeting
responses by the end of this week.

Thanks,

Cindy

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 25, 2024 9:04 AM
To: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Cc: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
<Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan,
Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Ashberry,
Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open a�achments unless you recognize
the sender.

Good Morning Cindy,

Following up on schedule a meeting to discuss the AQ report comments  - can you
please provide your team’s availability on Friday morning and Monday morning?  We
will compare this with our team’s availability and then set up a call.

In the meantime, can you please also provide an update on the status of the
Hydrogeology comments?
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do
not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know
the content is safe.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and
minimizing adverse environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be
provided in electronic format only unless clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read
more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the
use of the named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or
copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 7:59 AM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
<Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>;
Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>
Subject: FW: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR
Importance: High

Good morning, Amber:

Below are ministry comments from our air quality analyst, based on his review
of the additional date and revised report shared on September 13th.

Please let me know if clarification is required on any of the comments below.  I
can arrange a call to discus, if needed.
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Thanks,

Cindy

From: Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Sent: Friday, September 20, 2024 5:03 PM
To: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Cc: Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Deweerd, Tymen (MECP)
<Tymen.Deweerd@ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>;
Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR

Hi Cindy,

I had a quick look at the revised report and the responses from the proponent.
Some appendixes were added to address the ministry’s previous comments,
but it appears no changes were made for the main sections of the report.
Below are my comments:

General comment
1. It is expected that some summary tables are added to main sections of

the report, for example, summary tables for background concentrations
with applicable AAQC/CAAQS, emission rates, modelled results with and
without background concentrations with applicable AAQC/CAAQS based
on the ministry’s previous comments, however, no summary tables were
added to the report.

Detailed comments
2. Ontario Ambient Air Quality Criteria (AAQC) and/or Canadian Ambient Air

Quality Standards (CAAQS). The background concentrations and
modelled results should be compared to applicable AAQC and/or CAAQS
as mentioned in the ministry’s previous comment. Applicable CAAQS
were not included in the report. Please include the applicable CAAQS in
the report in addition to the applicable AAQCs. In addition to annual
AAQC, benzo(a)pyrene also has a 24-hr AAQC. SO2 has an AAQC
based on 10-min averaging period in addition to annual and 1-hour
AAQCs. Also, 1-hour SO2 standard is 100 ug/m3 and annual standard is
10 ug/m3.

3. Background Concentrations. For the appendix C, copies of summary for
some contaminants from ministry’s 2021 report were added. It should be
noted that the background concentrations are generally summarized from
the most recent 3-5 years’ data when data from nearest MECP AQHI
and/or NAPS stations are used instead of site-specific measurements.
Provide tables showing a summary of 3-5 year’s data, for example,
minimum, maximum, average, and 90th percentile, etc. and a summary
table with background concentrations of contaminants of concern (COC)
and applicable AAQCs and/or CAAQS. 24-hour background benzene
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concentration is also required to assess the cumulative effects as
mentioned in the ministry’s previous comment.

4. Emission Rates. A summary table with emission rate for each
contaminant should be reported and presented in the report.

5. Section 1.6. PM<44um concentrations from the proposed project were not
reported based on the comparison of the ratios of NOx/PM<44um
between applicable limits and emission factors as indicated in the report.
It should be noted that PM<44um, PM10 and PM2.5 emissions from the
proposed project are almost the same. Consider about the relative low
limits for PM10 and PM2.5 compared to PM<44um, the predicted PM10
and PM2.5 concentration should be reported and presented in the report,
which also applied to emissions from the nearby roads.

6. The air dispersion modelling should include emissions from both nearby
roads and the proposed project as suggested by the ministry. It appears
air quality impacts from the nearby roads and the proposed project were
modelled separately. If that is the case, the predicted concentrations from
the nearby road should also been included as part of background
concentrations to assess the cumulative impacts form the proposed
project.

7. Ozone Limiting Method (OLM) was used to convert NOx to NO2, and the
annual O3 concentration from AQHI station in Sudbury was used. It is
recommended that 90th percentile of 1-hour or 24-hour background O3
values be used to obtain conservative results. In addition, it is unclear
where the initial in stack NO2/NOx ratios shown in the report come from.

8. Some key contaminants were selected for modelling based on the ratios
between emission rates and applicable limits. In addition to NO2, PM10,
PM2.5 and benzene should also be included as one of the controlling
contaminants to assess the impacts of the project.

9. It is hard for readers to verify the statements about the modelling results
in the summary of the report as no modelled results were presented in a
summary table. Modelled results with and without background
concentrations should be summarized and presented in a table and
compared with the applicable AAQCs and/or CAAQS as previously
suggested by the Ministry.

10. Controlling contaminants. Some key contaminants were selected for
modelling based on the ratios between emission rates and applicable
limits as mentioned before. It is unclear how the proponent calculated the
high ratios of E-rate/24 h limit for NOx and NO2 as shown in the A.3



11. Benzene concentrations from the nearby roads were modelled and
presented in the report, however, benzene concentrations from the
proposed project were not reported and presented even though benzene
was one of the key contaminants.

12. It is unclear why 1/10000 was used when presented the modelled
benzene concentrations from the nearby roads. Provide an explanation
for adding 1/10000 for the modelled results.

13. Figures 5a and 5b. The modelled NO2 concentrations were shown in
mg/m3. To better shown the results, it is recommended the modelled
concentrations be presented in ug/m3 or ppb instead of mg/m3.

14. Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. It is recommended the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) methodology (2019
Refinement to the 2006 IPCC Guidelines for National Greenhouse Gas
Inventories) be used in the estimation of greenhouse gas emissions as a
results of land use changes. In addition to GHG emissions from
construction, GHG emissions from the operation phase should also be
estimated. The estimated GHG emissions should be compared with the
national and provincial GHG emissions as mentioned in the ministry’s
previous comment.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,
Guowang

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Friday, September 13, 2024 3:44 PM
To: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP)
<Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Cc: Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Graham, Shelley (MECP) <Shelley.Graham@ontario.ca>;
Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Ashberry, Helena
<hashberry@GFNET.com>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open a�achments unless you recognize
the sender.

Hi Cindy
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On behalf of ONTC, please find attached responses to MECP’s comments on the Air
Quality report, along with a copy of the updated Report.

As discussed this afternoon, if you could kindly confirm for us that your technical
review team will be able to respond by EOD Wednesday September 18, that would
be greatly appreciated.  As also mentioned, our AQ technical team can make
themselves available for a phone call to discuss any outstanding questions on the
report, as required between Monday – Wednesday next week.  Please just let me
know.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and
minimizing adverse environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be
provided in electronic format only unless clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read
more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the
use of the named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have
received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or
copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP)
To: Saltarelli, Amber; Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
Cc: Miljus, Alexia L; Graham, Jessica; Soule, Jillian (MTO); Krystal Perepeluk; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO);

Batista, Cindy (MECP); Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
Subject: RE: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Thursday, September 19, 2024 1:31:11 PM

Hello Amber.

I don’t believe I responded to your email below regarding responses to ministry
comments from the Environmental Assessment Branch, as well as comments from
our surface water reviewer.  We have reviewed the responses and have no further
comments. 

Thank you,

Cindy

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 11, 2024 7:38 AM
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)
<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Good Morning Wai and Cindy,

Please find attached responses to MECP’s latest set of comments – please note we’ve
compiled all of the e-mails and comments into one consolidated table.  We have also included
the attached PDF document as a supporting document to comment/response #16.

If there are any further questions pertaining to these comments, let’s please discuss as part of
our scheduled call on Friday.

Thanks,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America 
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless
clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the
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prohibited.

 
From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca> 
Sent: Monday, September 9, 2024 12:15 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

 
Hi Amber,
 
Besides AQ, which you flagged, hydrogeology, and our (environmental assessment
branch) comments, there are no other outstanding comments from MECP on the
updated EPR. 
 
I do have a couple of questions about sign-offs and hope you can clarify:

1. In July, you shared a couple of follow-up emails with MNR to me and Cindy –
can you confirm whether MNR provided their comments since July’s email?

2. Item 16 in the updated EPR comment response table, ONTC indicates no
comments were received from Mattagami Region Conservation Authority. 
However, 5.2.4.4 of the comment table, indicates the conservation authority has
no comments or concerns about the project. Can you clarify? Please kindly
provide a copy of their email if the conservation authority has provided their
sign-off.

Thanks,
 
Wai
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Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944
 
 
 
 
From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 9, 2024 10:57 AM
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)
<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: RE: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station
Importance: High
 

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Wai/Cindy,
 
Keeping in mind we are aware that the AQ report with responses to comments is still to be
provided to MECP and knowing we are providing additional information regarding Appendix H
(both of these are in progress/pending), I’m writing to confirm that there are no other
outstanding/forthcoming comments from MECP on the Updated EPR that was circulated
August 9. 
 
Please confirm asap.
 
Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America 
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless
clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the
named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is
prohibited.
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: ONTC - Timmins Station TRPAP - Hydrogeology Assessment Follow up

From Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Date Thu 19-Sep-24 11:32 AM
To Kinney, Shawn (MECP) <Shawn.Kinney@ontario.ca>
Cc Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Krystal

Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>

Hi Shawn

Based on the photo you provided, they do look like the wells our team installed but as indicated
previously, we haven't used them since the 2023 sampling program.   If there is a larger issue/questions
you’d like to discuss  in this regard, please let me know and we can set up a call.

Thanks,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Kinney, Shawn (MECP) <Shawn.Kinney@ontario.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 3:13 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Subject: FW: ONTC - Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Hydrogeology Assessment Follow up

Thank you.

The borehole logs do show that the five new 2024 boreholes were not completed as monitoring
wells. I would not have expected groundwater elevations or gw samples from those..

mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
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I’m curious because, as of last week, most of the monitoring wells had sample tubing coiled
around or near the bases of the monuments (see attached photo example).  I don’t often see
such equipment left sitting on the ground in an open and accessible field for a year +.  Relics of
recent monitoring event would have been the simplest explanation. 

Given that the consultants were back at the site just a few months ago, I needed to verify
whether any new measurements or samples were taken from the existing monitoring wells they
installed last year summer.

To confirm, that’s a definitive “no” re the existing wells then?

Regards,
Shawn

Shawn P. Kinney, M.Sc., P.Geo.
Hydrogeologist / Groundwater Group Leader
Northern Region Technical Support Sec�on
Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Conserva�on and Parks
Provincial Officer #447
Shawn.kinney@ontario.ca
Mobile # 613-561-9507

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 1:15 PM
To: Kinney, Shawn (MECP) <Shawn.Kinney@ontario.ca>
Cc: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Wei, Sco� (MECP) <Sco�.Wei@ontario.ca>; Mahon, Chris (He/Him)
(MECP) <Chris.Mahon@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: ONTC - Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Hydrogeology Assessment Follow up

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

HI Shawn

There is no additional water level data available as the 2024 boreholes were strictly for geotechnical
purposes to help inform foundation designs.

Hope this answers your question.

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Kinney, Shawn (MECP) <Shawn.Kinney@ontario.ca>
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 3:04 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Wei, Sco� (MECP) <Sco�.Wei@ontario.ca>; Mahon, Chris (He/Him)
(MECP) <Chris.Mahon@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: ONTC - Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Hydrogeology Assessment Follow up

Hi Amber,

Further to my last. 

I note that Palmer / SLR most recently deployed to the site between Jun 11th and Jun 14th 2024
to drill boreholes BH24-NT101 through BH24-NT105.
Were groundwater levels measured in the existing monitoring wells during 2024?  Were
additional groundwater samples acquired? If so, please provide all that data.

As an aside, when I visited the site last Thursday, I observed that none of the monitoring wells
were locked or otherwise secured to prevent tampering by unauthorized persons (see photo
below). That should be addressed.

Regards
Shawn

Shawn P. Kinney, M.Sc., P.Geo.
Hydrogeologist / Groundwater Group Leader
Northern Region Technical Support Sec�on
Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Conserva�on and Parks
Provincial Officer #447
Shawn.kinney@ontario.ca
Mobile # 613-561-9507
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From: Kinney, Shawn (MECP)
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 1:43 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Wei, Sco� (MECP) <Sco�.Wei@ontario.ca>; Mahon, Chris (He/Him)
(MECP) <Chris.Mahon@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: ONTC - Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Hydrogeology Assessment Follow up

Hi Amber.

I am going through the supplementary information that you have provided. At first appearances
much of what was requested appears to be here. The analysis of the data is proceeding. If I
need anything further I will advise you.

Regrettably, comments will not be forthcoming by EOD tomorrow. I will provide a review
memorandum to Scott as soon as it is complete.

Regards,
Shawn

Shawn P. Kinney, M.Sc., P.Geo.
Hydrogeologist / Groundwater Group Leader
Northern Region Technical Support Sec�on
Ontario Ministry of the Environment, Conserva�on and Parks
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Provincial Officer #447
Shawn.kinney@ontario.ca
Mobile # 613-561-9507

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 1:22 PM
To: Kinney, Shawn (MECP) <Shawn.Kinney@ontario.ca>
Cc: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: RE: ONTC - Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Hydrogeology Assessment Follow up
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Hello Shawn,

Just checking in to see if the additional information we sent last Thursday is what you were looking for to
support Appendix H.

We’re running up against the clock for our Notice of Completion as you know.  Will it be at all possible
for you to provide your comments by tomorrow EOD?   We are also happy to hop on a call with you
to talk through any questions or comments you may have on the report.

Thank you in advance.  I’m in calls until 3:00pm but can give you a shout after that if you’d like.

Amber

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 12, 2024 8:18 AM
To: Shawn.kinney@ontario.ca
Cc: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
<Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Strachan, Natalie
(She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
<Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: ONTC - Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Hydrogeology Assessment Follow up
Importance: High

Good Morning Shawn,

As discussed last Friday, please find attached Appendix H – Hydrogeological Assessment Technical
Memo along with two supporting documents (link below) which contain the additional information you
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requested.

https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-sd3c787d7fa0d469596e4f959b28c0a26

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Saltarelli, Amber
Sent: Friday, September 6, 2024 5:14 PM
To: Shawn.kinney@ontario.ca
Cc: Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
<Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@gfnet.com>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: ONTC - Timmins Sta�on TRPAP - Hydrogeology Assessment Follow up

Hi Shawn

Thank you for the call this afternoon and for clarifying what additional supporting information you’re
requesting in order to facilitate your review of EPR Appendix H – Hydrogeological Assessment.

Here is a summary of the supporting information you requested:

Borehole log data – this is available and included in the Geotechnical Report
Test pit logs - this is available and included in the Geotechnical Report
Lab analysis results for groundwater and soil samples - 38 soil samples (including three field
duplicates) and 11 groundwater samples (including one field duplicate)  were collected at Timmins-
Porcupine. Details are contained within the Preliminary Soil and Groundwater Characterization
Report
Grain size analysis – this is available and included in the Geotechnical Report

With this in mind, we will provide these additional reports/documents to you asap next week.

I understand you will be unavailable next week to review, however you mentioned your targeted timeline
would be to complete your review by September 20.

I will be in touch shortly with the additional information.

Have a great weekend.

Amber

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
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Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
To: Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP)
Subject: FW: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 1:54:53 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine EPR_Table 5-6_MECP_SW_20240830.docx

Good afternoon,

Please find attached comments from the ministry’s Surface Water Specialist.

Thanks,

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

From: Gilliam-Price, Jacinth (MECP) <Jacinth.GilliamPrice@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 5:18 PM
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Cc: Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Mahon, Chris (He/Him) (MECP)
<Chris.Mahon@ontario.ca>; Kinney, Shawn (MECP) <Shawn.Kinney@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station

Hi Wai,

Please find attached, my comments in responses to how Ontario Northland
considered MECP’s earlier comments. Please see Item No. 32 in the attached table,
starting on page 12.

Please let me know if you have any questions and have a great weekend!

Thanks,

Jacinth Gilliam-Price, Surface Water Specialist
Group Leader (A)
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Tel: 807-707-6317 | E-mail: jacinth.gilliamprice@ontario.ca
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		Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks

		





		Item No.

		Issue

		Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency

		How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland

		MECP’s Response to how Ontario Northland Considered MECP’s Earlier Submitted Comments





		1

		Air Quality

		MECP requires assessment of potential impacts of the proposed project on local air quality including greenhouse gas emissions, as well as potential air quality issues such as human health impacts. The draft Environmental Project Report didn’t provide any information regarding the potential air quality effects of the proposed project. A detailed technical study should be conducted to assess the potential air quality effects including greenhouse gas emissions from the proposed project for construction and operations phases. The technical study should include but is not limited to assessment boundaries (temporal and spatial), sensitive receptors within the Study Area, traffic data including train traffic and road traffic for the operations phase, description of the existing environment (baseline air quality), assessment of the potential air quality effects (including the support information, i.e. emission sources, contaminants of concerns, emission rates, air dispersion modelling, and a comparison of modelled concentrations and cumulative concentrations (modelled plus background) to applicable Ontario’s Ambient Air Quality Criteria (AAQC) or Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS)), specific mitigation measures can be used to eliminate or reduce the environmental effects and the follow-up monitoring, contingency, and impact management plans, etc.

· For greenhouse gas emissions, calculate greenhouse gas emissions from the construction and operations phases and their contributions to provincial and national GHG totals, and provide possible measures to reduce GHG emissions. 

· Below are some guide documents for emission rate estimates and air dispersion modelling from the ministry:

· Guideline A-10: Procedure for Preparing an Emission Summary and Dispersion Modelling (ESDM) Report | ontario.ca

· Guideline A-11: Air Dispersion Modelling Guideline for Ontario | ontario.ca

· In addition, MTO has a guideline document for assessing and mitigating the air quality impact and greenhouse gas emissions for provincial transportation projects:

· MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION ENVIRONMENTAL GUIDE FOR ASSESSING AND MITIGATING THE AIR QUALITY IMPACTS AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS OF PROVINCIAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS (prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com)

Keep in mind that all emission sources should be included in the technical study. The 90th percentile of measurements from local and/or regional air monitoring stations is usually used to establish background air quality for a time resolution of 24 hours or less. In addition to the maximum point of impingement concentration, the modelled maximum and cumulative concentrations at nearby receptors should also be presented and assessed. A frequency analysis of the exceedances should be conducted if the modelled concentrations are above the applicable AAQC or CAAQS. It is expected the modelled results are shown in tables and isopleth/contour plots. 

		An Air Quality Assessment is underway and will be provided to MECP once a draft report is available. 

		



		2

		Section 6.2.1.5 MECP – Clean Water Act



		This section of the EPR misrepresents the purpose of and responsibility for Source Protection Plans. The Clean Water Act, 2006 (CWA) aims to protect existing and future sources of drinking water. To achieve this, Source Protection Authorities develop Assessment Reports wherein several types of vulnerable areas are delineated for every municipal residential drinking water system located in a source protection area. From this, Source Protection Authorities develop Source Protection Plans and the policies within them, which are approved and made effective by the MECP Minister per the CWA.

The Mattagami Source Protection Region operates in the Timmins – Porcupine project area, therefore the Source Protection Plan is applicable to this station in the proposed project area which enters the Mattagami Source Protection Region. Policies outlined in the Source Protection Plan may impact how or where that activity is undertaken. Policies may prohibit certain activities, or they may require risk management measures for these activities if they are located in identified vulnerable areas. Municipal Official Plans, planning decisions, and prescribed instruments must conform with policies that address significant risks to drinking water and must have regard for policies that address moderate or low risks. Please review the Mattagami Source Protection Plan at Source Protection Plan - (dwsp.ca) or connect with the Mattagami Source Protection Region Project Manager to determine which policies may apply to the proposed project activities.

It is recommended that the proponent also consider how drinking water sources may be affected by the project proposals and any alternatives considered. Consider impacts to sensitive hydrologic features including current or future sources of drinking water that are not explicitly addressed in the source protection plan (i.e., private systems – individual or clusters, and designated facilities within the meaning of O. Reg. 170/03 under the Safe Drinking Water Act – i.e., camps, schools, health care facilities, seasonal users, etc.).

The proposed project area is outside of any vulnerable areas, however, MECP’s Best Management Practices for Source Protection is a useful resource which proponents can consider to support the actions outlined in Section 6.3.6 and others.

		Section 4.9.4 was added to the EPR to address Source Protection.  In addition, refer to the revised content within Section 6.2.1.4.





		



		3

		Acronyms

		In the ‘Acronyms, Abbreviations & Measurements Units’ table and several other places of the draft EPR (e.g., Section 1.2.2 Project Proponent), the process and regulation are referred to as the ‘Transit and Rail Projects Assessment’ when it should be ‘Transit and Rail Project Assessment’.  Please correct typo.

		Revised to ‘Transit and Rail Project Assessment’ throughout EPR.

		



		4

		Glossary of Terms

		In the ‘Glossary of Terms’ table, under the term ‘Statement of Completion’, it states ‘MECP Environmental Approvals Branch’, the correct branch name is Environmental Assessment Branch. Please revise.

		Revised to ‘Environmental Assessment Branch’ in Glossary of Terms.

		



		5

		Incomplete Sections

		Various relevant sections are incomplete throughout the draft EPR. For example, sections 3.2.6, 3.3.6, 3.3.7, 4.9, 4.10, 4.11, 4.13.6, 4.13.7, 4.13.8, 5.2.3, 5.2.5, and 5.3.  These sections will need to be completed for ministry’s review before finalizing the EPR.

		These sections will be finalized as part of revising the EPR and will be provided to MECP once complete.

		



		6

		Air Quality

		As communicated in the ministry’s April 24, 2024, email, an air quality assessment report is required for the project. Please share a draft report with the ministry as soon as it is available and update the EPR accordingly to discuss the findings of the study. Please also revise Sections 3 and 4 of the draft EPR to include a discussion on the air quality assessment study.

		An Air Quality Assessment is currently being prepared and a copy of the draft report will be provided to MECP once available. Results of the air quality report will be summarized in the EPR.

		



		7

		Climate Change

		The draft EPR is missing a discussion on climate change considerations both in the context of the potential effects of the project on climate change (climate change mitigation) and the potential effects of climate change on the project (climate change adaptation). You may refer to the ministry’s guideline on climate change for additional information here. Please revise the EPR accordingly to include climate change considerations.

		A discussion of climate change considerations has now been included in the EPR. Please see Section 4.14.

		



		8

		Source Water Protection

		Projects that are subject to the Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) that fall under a Class EA, or one of the Regulations, have the potential to impact sources of drinking water if they occur in designated vulnerable areas in the vicinity of other at-risk drinking water systems (i.e., systems that are not municipal residential systems), and source protection plan policies could apply. The draft EPR does not include a discussion on source water protection, and this should be included. 

		Section 4.9.4 was added to the EPR to address Source Protection.  In addition, refer to the revised content within Section 6.2.1.4.



		



		9

		Project Study Area

		The terms Project Study Area, “TRPAP Project Study Area”, ‘Timmins-Porcupine Station Project Study Area’, and ‘Project Study Area’ are used interchangeably throughout the draft EPR. Do they refer to the same area as the ‘preliminary EA Project Study Area’ as depicted in Figure 2-1? The term used to describe the Project Study Area should be consistent throughout the EPR and correspond to the boundaries delineated in mapping when referring to the Project Study Area.

		The terminology has been revised to ‘Study Area’ throughout document to ensure consistency. A conservative Study Area was originally established at the outset of the project for purposes of collecting existing conditions data as part of the TRPAP. Based on the conceptual design, the Project Study Area for the impact assessment phase was refined to the area shown in  Figure 21 for purposes of assessing potential effects.

		



		10

		Section 1.3.1 Ontario Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process

		Section 1.3.1 refers to Schedule 1 of the Transit and Rail Process Regulation. The Transit and Rail Process Regulation (as amended in February 2024) no longer includes ‘Schedule 1’. Transit projects are now designated under Part III of Ontario Regulation 50/24 (Part II. 3 – Designations and Exemptions Regulation) of the EAA. Please update this section of the EPR with reference to the new regulation under the EAA.

		Revised Section 1.3.

		



		11

		Figure 1-3: Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process

		Figure 1-3: Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process shows that the final EPR is posted after the 30-day review period following the issuance of the Notice of Completion. As per the Transit and Rail Process Regulation, the final EPR is posted together with the Notice of Completion. Please refer to section 3.2.5 of the Transit Guide. If changes are required after the final EPR, please discuss with ministry as changes can only be made through an erratum or as agreed to by the ministry. Figure 1-3: Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process does not depict the process as per the Transit and Rail Process Regulation. The process depicted in this figure is customized for the project and attempts to demonstrate some aspects of the regulated process. It is strongly suggested that the figure clarify this distinction. If the proponent wishes to include a figure that describes the regulated process, it may do so by directly adding Figure 1 found in the Transit Guide into the EPR. .

		The figure is intended to be a general overview of the steps in the TRPAP process, and outline where there are opportunities for public consultation and feedback. As part of updating the EPR, Ontario Northland will consider also including Figure 1 found in the Transit Guide into the EPR. It is also acknowledged that following the 30-Day public review period, should any of the comments received from Indigenous Communities & Organizations, the public, review agencies, etc., require updates to the EPR, consultation with the Ministry will be undertaken and an Errata will be prepared as/if required.





		



		12

		Future Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility

		In ‘Table 1-1: Proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Elements’ it lists a bus storage and maintenance facility as part of the ‘Project Component’ and the ‘Description’ states the following: Protecting for land that may be required for potential future construction of a Bus Storage & Maintenance Facility.

The project title is the Timmins-Porcupine Station and the purpose of the project, as per the draft EPR, is to build a new rail station in the city that will operate as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service. The purpose in the draft EPR does not refer to a bus storage and maintenance facility. A bus station and the maintenance facility are different facilities with different purposes, so it is unclear to the ministry why it is considered as an element of the Timmins-Porcupine Station. Furthermore, the draft EPR provides for an impact assessment and mitigation on the Timmins-Porcupine Station, however, the impact assessment for the bus storage and maintenance facility is incomplete. Please revise the EPR accordingly.

		Although an engineering design is not currently available for the potential future bus maintenance and storage facility, all environmental and technical studies that were prepared as part of the TRPAP (with the exception of Noise and Air Quality) have accounted for the physical footprint of this particular area of land to be developed in the future, as part of the Study Area. For example, the Natural Environment Report examined this area as part of identifying existing natural heritage features and this area was included in their field reconnaissance, as well as the subsequent impact assessment work.  Similarly, the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report includes these lands in the study and determined archaeological potential in this context.

As discussed and agreed with MECP as part of the meeting held on May 22, 2024, the following additional narrative has been added to Table 1-1 in Section 1.2 of the EPR to describe the anticipated components of the bus maintenance and storage facility in more detail:

"Components and features of the proposed Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility may include:

· Replacement of the old facility currently in use in Timmins (currently located at 895 Monta Ave., Timmins);

· Two (2) parking bays, one (1) bus wash bay, and one (1) service and fueling bay, and the capacity to service four (4) buses at any time;

· Regular maintenance activities including wash bays and service bays;

· Employee washrooms, locker rooms, and a lunchroom, as well as bus and employee parking; and,

· An approximate size of 1,200 m2."

Additional wording added to Section 1.2.3 Project Scope is as follows:

"The scope of the TRPAP examines the potential environmental effects associated with the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. In addition, the environmental impact assessment studies also consider the area of land adjacent to the proposed station where a future bus maintenance and storage facility may be built. At the time of preparing this EPR, the decision to build the bus facility was not yet definitive, and therefore an engineering design was not completed. Should the bus facility go forward in the future, the environmental impact assessment studies undertaken as part of this Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP will need to be revisited and updated, as required. In addition, Noise & Vibration and Air Quality studies will need to be carried out to address the potential operations and construction phase impacts associated with the bus facility. These updated/additional impact assessment studies will be carried out as part of completing an EPR Addendum process (as per O. Reg. 231/08), which would also entail Ontario Northland carrying out public, stakeholder, and Indigenous Communities/Organizations consultation (as required) and preparation of an EPR Addendum document."

In addition, a commitment has been added to Section 6.3.1 of the EPR to state that Ontario Northland will prepare an EPR Addendum, undertake consultation, and prepare updated impact assessment studies if the new facility moves forward in the future.
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		Future Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility

		To do an addendum to the EPR, the bus storage and maintenance facility should be part of the Timmins-Porcupine Station project. It is noted that under the EAA, a bus storage and maintenance facility is a designated project and therefore the process as per the Transit and Rail Process Regulation must be followed. The EPR, in addition to showing the proposed location of the facility, facility components should be described as well.  The EPR should also provide an overview of some the expected potential effects and standard mitigation measures of the bus storage and maintenance facility. The EPR should include a commitment to undertake an Addendum for this facility. Please note, the addendum consultation process is limited, so the proponent should consider whether additional consultation for this facility may be necessary. 

Ministry staff would like to meet with the proponent to learn more about the future bus storage and maintenance facility.

		A call was held with MECP on May 22, 2024. Please refer to the response to comment #16 above.

The updated EPR (Section 6.3.1) now includes a specific commitment to undertake an Addendum for the future facility, as required.  
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		Section 2.4.2 Property Requirements

		Section 2.4.2 and Table 2-3 of the draft EPR states “property requirements will be further reviewed as the design progresses. If required, the proponent will proceed with property acquisition.” This section is meant to describe potential project impacts and it is incomplete. The proponent will have to share this section of the report for ministry review before finalizing the EPR.

		The property requirements for the project have been further refined since issuance of the Draft EPR and Section 2.4.3 has been updated accordingly.
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		Section 2.4.2 Property Requirements

		Section 2.4.2 also states “It should be noted that properties with negligible encroachments were not listed, as it is anticipated that reasonable engineering solutions can be established at detailed design to address/avoid property impacts wherever feasible.” Please define the criteria used to determine ‘negligible’ encroachment and the activities that will occur in these areas.

		The property requirements for the project have been further refined since issuance of the Draft EPR and Section 2.4.3 has been updated accordingly.
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		Section 3.2.1.3 Consultation with Mattagami Region Conservation Authority

		Section 3.2.1.3 states that the Project Study Area is within an area regulated by the Mattagami Region Conservation Authority (MRCA) and consultation with this conservation authority may be required. The ministry understands that the proponent did share a draft EPR with MRCA. The ministry would like to obtain a copy of MRCA’s comments on the draft EPR as soon as they provide comments. As per page 45 of the Transit Guide, proponents should address issues raised by any regulatory agency before releasing the final EPR for review (when the Notice of Completion is published). The Conservation Authority’s comments are particularly important as they deal with matters of provincial importance and the ministry needs to confirm there are no outstanding issues in this regard. As such, the EAB will be requesting ‘sign-off’ from all commenting regulatory agencies from the proponent before posting the Notice of Completion.

		Acknowledged. Please note that no comments have been received to date from MRCA.
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		Section 3.2.4.2 Field Investigations

		Please include the conclusions and recommendations of the Stage 1 archaeological assessment in Section 3.2.4.2 of the draft EPR.  

		Conclusions and recommendations of the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment are included in Section 4.6.
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		Section 3.3.3 Cultural Heritage

		Section 3.3.3 of the draft EPR states “The Project Study Area does not feature any structure or areas believed to have CHVI.” Please provide MCM comments that support this conclusion. As per comment 13 above, we will require sign-off from MCM for heritage and archaeology before the EPR is finalized.

		Acknowledged. Cultural Heritage Report is currently with the MCM for review and comment.
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		Section 3.3.4 Archaeology

		Section 3.3.4: This section indicates the Timmins-Porcupine station Project Study Area exhibits evidence of disturbance.  The section further states that “forested lands east of the railway north of Highway 101/King Street retain archaeological potential and will require Stage 2 test pit survey if impacted by the project designs.” It is unclear why a Stage 2 archaeological assessment is optional when the wooded area is within the ‘preliminary EA Project Study Area’.  Please clarify and revise the report accordingly.  

		A conservative Study Area was established for purpose of collecting existing conditions data as part of the early stages of the TRPAP. Based on the conceptual design information available at the time of preparing this EPR, the Study Area for the impact assessment phase was refined to the area shown in  Figure 21 for purposes of assessing potential effects.

The parts of the Study Area proposed for construction and operations/maintenance activities, including the land that may be required for future construction of a Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility, do not retain archaeological potential on account of deep and extensive land disturbance or permanently saturated conditions. These lands therefore do not require further archaeological assessment.

If the project design changes during detail design (post TRPAP) and encroachment on the lands identified to retain archaeological potential is expected, Ontario Northland will complete a Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment survey prior to any disturbance or construction activities. 

Section 4.6 of the EPR (as well as the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report) has been updated accordingly to reflect this language.
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		Section 4.3 Impact Assessment Criteria

		Section 4.3: The Impact Assessment Criteria table does not include any air quality criteria as an environmental factor for evaluating potential effects associated with the project. Please provide a summary and discussions on air quality impacts from both construction activities (dust and air emission), operations and associated mitigation measures, and monitoring activities in the EPR.  

		An Air Quality Assessment is underway and will be included in the Final EPR.  In addition, a copy of the draft Air Quality Report will be provided to MECP for review.
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		Section 4.7 Archaeology

		Section 4.7 in the draft EPR states “Based on review and field review, the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station does not retain any archaeological potential.” However, according to Section 3.3.4 of the draft EPR, Stage 2 archaeological assessment is recommended.  Please clarify and revise the report accordingly.

		The parts of the Study Area proposed for construction and operations/maintenance activities, including the land that may be required for future construction of a Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility, do not retain archaeological potential on account of deep and extensive land disturbance or permanently saturated conditions. These lands therefore do not require further archaeological assessment.

If the project design changes during detail design (post TRPAP) and encroachment on the lands identified to retain archaeological potential is expected, Ontario Northland will complete a Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment survey prior to any disturbance or construction activities. 

Section 4.6 of the EPR (as well as the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report) has been updated accordingly to reflect this language.
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		Indigenous Communities & Organizations Engagement

		The draft EPR did not include the names of the Indigenous communities that have been consulted or engaged for this project. At minimum, the EPR should include a list of Indigenous communities that have been consulted/engaged, a discussion of why they were included on the list (i.e., treaty rights, interest-based) and a summary of their comments or concerns, if any. The EPR should also include a discussion on whether there are impacts on the Indigenous communities’ hunting, fishing, or harvesting rights of Indigenous communities given the surrounding wildlife and wildlife habitat. Please refer to section 10 of Transit and Rail Process Regulation that describes the consultation record requirements for the EPR. Please note that the ministry would like to see all records of consultation (public, stakeholders, or Indigenous communities) before the EPR is finalized.

		The following list of the Indigenous communities were consulted by Ontario Northland as part of the project:

· Beaverhouse First Nation

· Matachewan First Nation

· Brunswick House First Nation

· Mattagami First Nation

· Flying Post First Nation

· Taykwa Tagamou Nation 

· Apitipi Anicinapek Nation

· Nishnawbe Aski Nation

· Wabun Tribal Council

· Mushkegowuk Council

· Timmins Metis Council

· Timmins Native Friendship Centre

· Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship Centers

· Ontario Native Women's Association

· Métis Nation of Ontario

· Chiefs of Ontario

Indigenous Communities & Organizations that were provided a copy of the Draft EPR for review and comment are listed in Table 53. Please note that no comments were received on the Draft EPR.

Consultation and Engagement efforts in support of the Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP are contained in - Consultation Record. 
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		Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process

		Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft EPR for the Northlander Passenger Rail Service – Timmins-Porcupine Station. 

The ministry’s comments should be addressed prior to submitting a final EPR to the ministry, by way of a comment response table. The proponents’ responses to ministry comments will also include the location of any revisions in the final EPR and/or supporting technical reports that were made to address ministry comments, where applicable. 

Please note that the ministry’s comments (EA-related and technical), along with any comments received by other government agencies, Indigenous communities and the public should be considered by the proponents as it prepares the final EPR for submission. 

Please provide to the ministry as soon as possible, comments with respect to natural and cultural heritage features provided by relevant agencies such as the local conservation authority, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry and Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism. 

Please also advise if there have been any significant comments from any Indigenous communities on the draft EPR.  

We look forward to continuing to work with you on addressing our comments identified in the draft EPR. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 437-248-0058 or by email at Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca

		Acknowledged. 

How comments received on the Draft EPR were considered by Ontario Northland are contained in Table 54 to Table 59 in Section 5.2.5. No comments were received on the Draft EPR from Indigenous Communities or Organizations.
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		Climate Change

		The report does not consider future changes in climate and the potential impacts of a changing climate on the project. These considerations should be made throughout the report where appropriate.

To assist the proponent with addressing this issue, MECP is pleased to suggest the following resources: 

· Ontario’s MECP’s guide on considering climate change in the environmental assessment process, 2017 to integrate considerations of climate change in identifying environmental components, identifying consideration of alternatives, and describing potential effects of the undertaking

· Ontario Provincial Climate Change Impact Assessment (PCCIA) Technical Report, 2023, a regional and sector-based climate change impact assessment to support informed decisions that address regional and sector-specific impacts of climate change.  

Other resources and data sources include:

· Ontario Climate Change Data Portal

· Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Climate Atlas of Canada and 

· Canadian Climate Data and Scenarios.

		This information was not included in the Draft EPR as it was not yet available. Notwithstanding this, a discussion on Climate Change has now been added to the EPR in Section 4.14.
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		Section 2.4.1 Site Servicing

		This section indicates anticipated localized runoff volumes. When calculating the specific runoff volumes for different localized areas within the site, consider using data from the Ontario Climate Change Data Portal. This could help incorporate climate change impacts into the evaluation of pre- and post-development runoff volumes to assess the potential impacts of stormwater runoff. 





		The Stormwater Management (SWM) analysis conducted for the site identified that a combination of minor systems and bioswales will be implemented to adhere to the required quality and quantity standards.

The engineering design for the station has been developed to preserve the property's natural hydrological characteristics. This includes maintaining the capacity of the on-site drainage ditch. Stormwater runoff from the site will be directed towards an existing ditch located at the northeast corner, utilizing a network of pipes and bioswales. The flow within the bioswales will be regulated by a series of check dams to ensure the existing ditch's capacity is upheld.

Rainfall data obtained from the Ministry of Transportation's (MTO) IDF tool is being utilized to inform the design, ensuring it meets the necessary standards. Additionally, future IDF curves will be utilized to assess the Climate Change impact on the hydraulic system.

Furthermore, Ontario Northland intends to incorporate green infrastructure as a proactive measure to mitigate increased runoff. This may involve the implementation of bio-retention swales and/or Low Impact Development (LID) strategies.  
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		Section 2.5.1 Timmins-Porcupine Station

		This section discusses the need for regular platform maintenance, including the inspections to determine how platform deteriorates over time because of environmental factors such as rain, snow, ice, wind, and effects of salting. 

The proponent is encouraged to consider the increased impact of climate change (i.e., changes in temperature, precipitation, extreme weather event frequency) on the environmental factors that will contribute to all aspects of the project including platform deterioration.

		Please see response to comment 28 above and refer to Section 4.14 of the EPR for discussion of how climate change was considered as part of the project. Please also note that the design will be mindful of the escalating effects of climate change and will integrate durable materials and construction components wherever feasible.

		



		27

		Section 3.2.1.1 Methodology of Natural Environment, Data Gathering

		Consider supplementing this section with climate data sources (listed in comment 1) to support the report with climate change considerations.

		MECP’s Guide on considering climate change in the environmental assessment process, 2017 has been reviewed and a Climate Change discussion is now included in the EPR in Section 4.14. 
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		Section 4.10 Stormwater Management/Drainage

		This section recognizes that the proposed project will result in increases to impervious areas, with potential effects to water quantity and quality, and potential alterations to local drainage systems. A SWM assessment with mitigation measures (if required) is being completed. Proponent is encouraged to base the related analysis on data that considers of the impacts of climate change. 

		Following the Stormwater Management (SWM) analysis conducted for the site, a combination of minor systems and bioswales will be implemented to adhere to required quality and quantity standards.

The engineering design for the station has been meticulously developed to preserve the property's natural hydrological characteristics. This includes maintaining the capacity of the on-site drainage ditch. Stormwater runoff from the site will be directed towards an existing ditch located at the northeast corner, utilizing a network of pipes and bioswales. The flow within the bioswales will be regulated by a series of check dams to ensure the existing ditch's capacity is upheld.

Rainfall data obtained from the Ministry of Transportation's (MTO) IDF tool is being utilized to inform the design, ensuring it meets the necessary standards. Additionally, future IDF curves will be utilized to assess the Climate Change impact on the hydraulic system.

Furthermore, the Ontario Northland intends to incorporate green infrastructure as a proactive measure to mitigate increased runoff. This may involve the implementation of bio-retention swales and/or Low Impact Development (LID) strategies. 
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		Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report, Photo Appendix

		It does not appear that field surveys were undertaken that were specific to any particular species at risk. Photo 12 and Photo 13 appear to show mature trees that species at risk bats such as little brown myotis and northern myotis may select for roosting during the active season (May 1 to Aug 31). 

It is not clear from the report whether these trees will be removed during site clearing, but if they are, MECP SARB is recommending that clearing occur outside of the active season. If this cannot be avoided, it is possible that further surveys specific to SAR bats and a possible authorization under the ESA may be required.

Similarly, Photo 4 appear to contain trees that may be larger than 10 cm diameter at breast height making them possible candidate trees for SAR bat roosting habitat. It is not clear from the report whether these trees will be removed during site clearing, but if they are, MECP SARB is recommending that clearing occur outside of the active season. If this cannot be avoided, it is possible that further surveys specific to SAR bats and a possible authorization under the ESA may be required.

		A SAR screening study and habitat assessment was completed as part of the project to determine the likelihood of SAR presence. Based on the results of the SAR screening, habitat assessment, proposed design, and mitigation measures provided, no additional SAR surveys are anticipated.

The current design does not include any tree removal or impacts east of the rail corridor in the woodland; photos 12 and 13 are taken within the woodland east of the rail corridor. No suitable roost trees were identified west of the train tracks in the proposed facility location during wildlife habitat surveys; however, mitigation is included to specify that vegetation is to occur outside of the bat roosting season. If it is determined that trees east of the train tracks may be removed or impacted in future design stages, further surveys may be required to characterize bat habitat during detailed design.

It should be noted that there is no planned vegetation clearing south of the rail corridor in this area as part of the project. This note has also been added to the EPR.

In addition, the following mitigation measures have been added to the Table 46 of this EPR and the Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report:

· Vegetation clearing to occur outside of the bat roosting season of May 1-August 31. Should removal of potential SAR bat habitat be required, SAR bat surveys will be completed by a qualified specialist in advance of the removal activities to confirm SAR bat habitat presence.

· If removal of confirmed SAR bat habitat is required, all requirements under the ESA will be met, including any registration, compensation, replacement structures and/or permitting requirements.

· All requirements of the ESA and/or SARA Species-specific mitigation measures will be implemented, in consultation with MECP as required.

Based on the current station design, there are no impacts anticipated east of the rail corridor in the woodland. No suitable roost trees were identified west of the rail corridor in at the proposed station location during wildlife habitat surveys. If it is determined that trees east of the rail corridor may be removed in future design stages, further surveys may be required to characterize bat habitat.
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		Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report, Table 6

		It is currently understood that the Proponent plans to undertake vegetation removal outside of the breeding bird sensitive time period (May 1 to Aug 31). However, there are references to performing nest sweeps if vegetation and tree clearing must occur within the breeding bird sensitive time period. If vegetation/tree removal occurs within the breeding bird sensitive time period, nest sweeps prior to vegetation/tree removal activities are generally not considered sufficient mitigation to avoid the need for an ESA authorization if SAR are present. 

If the proponent must clear vegetation/trees within the breeding bird sensitive time period, MECP SARB recommends that short-eared owl (SEOW) and eastern whip-poor-will (EWPW)* be considered in more detail for this project site. These species have a medium likelihood of being present on site based on multiple observations east and west of the site available on eBird and iNaturalist. See comment below about EWPW and the potential changes to its status on the Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) list in context of project timelines (i.e. project commencement after Jan 31, 2025, EWPW may not be relevant from an ESA perspective).

		There is no tree removal proposed for complex habitat (i.e.., the adjacent woodland east of the rail corridor). Sparse open grown trees located within the cultural meadow may be removed; tree removal will be conducted outside of the breeding bird sensitive time period. 

The following mitigation measures have been updated in the Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment and Table 46 of this EPR:

· Vegetation clearing to occur outside of the breeding bird window of April 1- August 31. If tree clearing is required during the breeding bird window, a nest sweep will be completed by a qualified biologist no more than 48 hours prior to vegetation removal. 

· If an active nest is found, then a protective buffer will be established around the nest. The extent of the buffer will be determined in consultation with a qualified biologist and if applicable, additional consultation with the agencies having jurisdiction (e.g., MECP) may be required to determine extent of protection and mitigations.

The Natural Environment Existing Conditions and Impact Assessment Report Appendix A has been revised to add the following SEOW and EWPW consideration.

Habitat Potential:

· Despite SEOW observations in the vicinity, the small size of this site (approx. 0.7 ha) is unlikely to provide suitable nesting habitat (50-100 ha) (COSEWIC status and assessment report on the Short-eared Owl). 

· The cultural meadow where the station is proposed provides low likelihood of foraging habitat for EWPW due to its small size (<3 ha) (COSEWIC status and assessment on the Eastern Whip-poor-will). Nesting may occur in the woodland east of the rail corridor; however, that area is not anticipated to be impacted and higher quality nesting habitat is located further north and south of the Timmins-Porcupine station.
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		Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report

		A note that the 2023 Annual Report by the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO) is now available as required under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA), and a bulletin has been posted to the Environmental Registry of Ontario. Included in COSSARO’s 2023 Annual Report is the downlisting of Eastern Whip-poor-will to Special Concern and the listing of three bat species (Eastern Red Bat, Hoary Bat, Silver-haired Bat) as Endangered. In accordance with the ESA, the Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) List (O. Reg. 230/08) will be amended to reflect the species assessments included in the COSSARO report, within one year from the date the report was received by the Minister, on or before January 31, 2025. In accordance with the provisions of the ESA, species that have been reclassified as Special Concern will no longer receive protections under the ESA and newly listed Endangered species will receive automatic species and general habitat protection under the ESA upon listing. However, it should be noted that although the COSSARO report includes recommendations for (re)classification of species under the ESA, there is no guarantee these recommendations will be accepted until the SARO list is officially amended to reflect the changes. 

MECP SARB recommends that the proponent check the Environmental Registry of Ontario for notices of SARO amendments in January 2025 as this may influence an ESA authorization, if any, for the project with respect to impacts to members of a SAR bat species, impacts to bat maternity roost habitat, and/or other SAR.

		Acknowledged. The Environmental Registry of Ontario will be reviewed for notices of SARO amendments through future project stages. At the time of writing this EPR, bat roost trees for species that may be uplisted are not anticipated to be impacted. No further revisions to the Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report are required.
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		Surface Water Review

		The construction and operation of this site will increase the quantity of sanitary sewage being  treated and subsequently discharged by the City of Timmins from their Whitney Wastewater  Treatment Plant (WWTP) site. 

A previously completed surface water review (Dubois, 2011) indicates that the Porcupine River is the receiver for effluent discharge from the WWTP, and that the portion of the river downstream of Porcupine Lake is considered a Policy 2 receiver with respect to total phosphorus (TP), as concentrations exceed the provincial water quality objective (PWQO). 

A mixing zone, as defined in the Ministry’s Water Management Policies, is not applicable to a Policy 2 receiver. Unless significant additional dilution is available in the downstream environment (i.e., tributaries contributing substantial flow to the system), contaminant concentrations downstream of an effluent discharge cannot meet PWQOs or background conditions if the effluent contains higher than background concentrations of a contaminant.

If the Environmental Approvals Branch (Approvals) and the Wastewater Engineers therein determine the possible flow increase resulting from the construction and operation of this facility is acceptable, the possible impacts of increased flows and phosphorus loading to the Porcupine River should be considered.

At this time there is not sufficient information in the form of possible flow increases to provide further guidance from a surface water perspective, however additional discussion can be had with Approvals and the District Office as needed. 

General Requirements for Development in Ontario

Any prospective water taking must be carried out in compliance with the conditions for registration on the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or a Permit to Take Water (PTTW) as applicable. If dewatering for foundations is required, excavation dewatering must not be discharged into any surface water feature. Mitigation measures such as filter fabric on inlet pump head and/or straw bale/filter fabric device or equivalent should be utilized to minimize sediment transport during excavation/construction dewatering. 

Consideration should be given far enough in advance to allow enough time to prepare and submit applications to the MECP for PTTWs and/or ECAs if required. This is especially important where surface water and hydrogeological technical studies are required.

Mitigation measures must remain in place until final rehabilitation of temporary work areas is completed. Similarly, mitigation measures are required at construction and/or laydown sites until 

they are remediated or reclaimed to minimize the potential for off-site movement of sediment-laden water and any contaminant toward any surface water feature. Stormwater management during the construction phase must also be designed to effectively mitigate stormwater runoff.

		The proposed station building is a standalone, single-story structure. The sanitary flow generated from the station, sourced from the City of Timmins water supply system, is insignificant (i.e., washroom discharge) and will be addressed through the ECA for wastewater servicing during detailed design. 

		Although Ontario Northland (the Proponent) is of the opinion that sanitary flow generated from the station is “insignificant”, due to the fact that the receiving river (Porcupine River) is already considered a Policy 2 receiver respecting total phosphorus (TP), an estimate of the potential maximum increase in sanitary flow and TP load to the WWTP should be calculated, and a discussion should be had with the City of Timmins to confirm that the City’s WWTP is capable of accepting this additional flow and load. It is anticipated that these comments will be addressed during the detailed design phase of the project.



General Requirements for Development in Ontario

The Proponent did not offer acknowledgement of, or responses to MECP’s comments pertaining to possible permits and approvals that may be required during the construction of the station. Responses are outstanding. These are discussed within the third column of this table.



In addition to the earlier provided comments, the Proponent must also consider the requirements for a long-term ECA for the collection, transmission and treatment of stormwater runoff in the site’s entirety, to address TSS, oil, grease, and possibly metals.
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		Noise & Vibration

		MECP reviewed the documents and had no comments at this time.

		No response required.
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		Wastewater

		In the approval phase a separate (1) industrial stormwater management plan and design and (2) a sanitary sewage system of the Project Areas will be required at a minimum. 

		Please refer to the updated Sections 4.9 and 4.11 within the revised EPR. We note that MECP approvals for the stormwater management design and the sanitary sewage connection of the facility is required. Commitments have been included in the updated EPR under Section 6.2 outlining the requirements for obtaining the necessary approval(s) from the MECP.
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		Hydrogeology

		Both supplied documents are silent on existing groundwater conditions within the Project Study Area. Existing soil conditions are similarly not discussed in detail.

		The EPR has been augmented since the draft version – please refer to Section 3.3.7 and Section 4.9  
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		Hydrogeology

		Neither report supplies a meaningful description of the local groundwater regime’s current role in supporting pre-existing users and the natural functions of the ecosystem, or how these factors might constrain or otherwise affect the proposed activity.

		The EPR has been augmented since the draft version – please refer to Section 3.3.7 and Section 4.9  
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		Hydrogeology

		In lieu of this key information, I cannot confirm that future groundwater takings associated with the project are unlikely to cause serious harm to human health or serious and irreversible harm to plant life, animal life or the natural environment.

		The EPR has been augmented since the draft version – please refer to Section 3.3.7 and Section 4.9  Also refer to Section 6.9 

		



		38

		Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or Permit to Take Water (PTTW)

		The Ministry should not make assurances that it will consider water taking requests under the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or Permit to Take Water (PTTW) programs until this information gap is corrected.

		Refer to Section 4.9 and Section 6.9 of the Revised EPR.
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		Section 3.3.7 Stormwater Management/Drainage

		Recommendation: The proponent must supply the currently omitted Section 3.3.7 of the Environmental Project Report (discussion of the existing soil and groundwater conditions).

		Refer to Section 4.11, Section 4.15.7, and Section 6.11 within the revised EPR.
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		Section 3.3.7 Stormwater Management/Drainage

		Recommendation: The above-noted section must be prepared and authenticated by either a registered member of the Association of Professional Geoscientists of Ontario or a professional engineer who meets the requirements set out in paragraph 2 of subsection 3 (3) of the Professional Geoscientists Act, 2000.

		Refer to response comment #39 above. This section was prepared by a Professional Engineer.
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		Groundwater

		Recommendation: The proponent must supply sufficient soil and hydrogeological information to substantiate that the project will not affect groundwater resources to a degree that would 1) cause serious harm to human health or 2) serious and irreversible harm to plant life, animal life or the natural environment.

		Acknowledged. Refer to response comment #35 above.

		



		Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry

		



		

		

		No comment provided. NTD – follow up email communication sent to MNRF on July 12.  Comments may be forthcoming early August and will be responded to if/when received.

		

		



		Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing

		



		

		

		No comment provided.

		

		



		Ministry of Northern Development

		



		

		

		No comment provided.

		

		



		Infrastructure Ontario

		



		

		

		No comment provided.

		

		



		Ontario Heritage Trust

		



		

		

		No comment provided.

		

		









[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
To: Saltarelli, Amber; Krystal Perepeluk
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP)
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)
Date: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 10:08:43 AM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine EPR_Table 5-6_MECP_EAB.docx

Good morning,

I sent the attached table response and an EAB memo on August 30th.  Please ignore
the EAB memo.  Our comments are reflected in the response table for the project’s
public record. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks,

Wai

From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) 
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 3:25 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

Good afternoon,

Cindy and I have reviewed the response table and revised draft EPR. 
Please see the attached EAB comments in the response table.   I am also 
including the May 17, 2024 EAB memo with our comments embedded 
below each item. 

Thanks,

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnamedrop.io%2Fwaihadlari&data=05%7C02%7Casaltarelli%40GFNET.com%7C9e7c9d3bf266409850ce08dccceb1233%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638610557225551421%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8TCbTd21m0%2F8x5DpMBHZ2eFbLlQCMj554iwAbU%2FYtY4%3D&reserved=0
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		Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks





		Item No.

		Issue

		Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency

		How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland





		1

		Air Quality

		MECP requires assessment of potential impacts of the proposed project on local air quality including greenhouse gas emissions, as well as potential air quality issues such as human health impacts. The draft Environmental Project Report didn’t provide any information regarding the potential air quality effects of the proposed project. A detailed technical study should be conducted to assess the potential air quality effects including greenhouse gas emissions from the proposed project for construction and operations phases. The technical study should include but is not limited to assessment boundaries (temporal and spatial), sensitive receptors within the Study Area, traffic data including train traffic and road traffic for the operations phase, description of the existing environment (baseline air quality), assessment of the potential air quality effects (including the support information, i.e. emission sources, contaminants of concerns, emission rates, air dispersion modelling, and a comparison of modelled concentrations and cumulative concentrations (modelled plus background) to applicable Ontario’s Ambient Air Quality Criteria (AAQC) or Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards (CAAQS)), specific mitigation measures can be used to eliminate or reduce the environmental effects and the follow-up monitoring, contingency, and impact management plans, etc.

· For greenhouse gas emissions, calculate greenhouse gas emissions from the construction and operations phases and their contributions to provincial and national GHG totals, and provide possible measures to reduce GHG emissions. 

· Below are some guide documents for emission rate estimates and air dispersion modelling from the ministry:

· Guideline A-10: Procedure for Preparing an Emission Summary and Dispersion Modelling (ESDM) Report | ontario.ca

· Guideline A-11: Air Dispersion Modelling Guideline for Ontario | ontario.ca

· In addition, MTO has a guideline document for assessing and mitigating the air quality impact and greenhouse gas emissions for provincial transportation projects:

· MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION ENVIRONMENTAL GUIDE FOR ASSESSING AND MITIGATING THE AIR QUALITY IMPACTS AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS OF PROVINCIAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS (prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com)

Keep in mind that all emission sources should be included in the technical study. The 90th percentile of measurements from local and/or regional air monitoring stations is usually used to establish background air quality for a time resolution of 24 hours or less. In addition to the maximum point of impingement concentration, the modelled maximum and cumulative concentrations at nearby receptors should also be presented and assessed. A frequency analysis of the exceedances should be conducted if the modelled concentrations are above the applicable AAQC or CAAQS. It is expected the modelled results are shown in tables and isopleth/contour plots. 

		An Air Quality Assessment is underway and will be provided to MECP once a draft report is available. 



		2

		Section 6.2.1.5 MECP – Clean Water Act



		This section of the EPR misrepresents the purpose of and responsibility for Source Protection Plans. The Clean Water Act, 2006 (CWA) aims to protect existing and future sources of drinking water. To achieve this, Source Protection Authorities develop Assessment Reports wherein several types of vulnerable areas are delineated for every municipal residential drinking water system located in a source protection area. From this, Source Protection Authorities develop Source Protection Plans and the policies within them, which are approved and made effective by the MECP Minister per the CWA.

The Mattagami Source Protection Region operates in the Timmins – Porcupine project area, therefore the Source Protection Plan is applicable to this station in the proposed project area which enters the Mattagami Source Protection Region. Policies outlined in the Source Protection Plan may impact how or where that activity is undertaken. Policies may prohibit certain activities, or they may require risk management measures for these activities if they are located in identified vulnerable areas. Municipal Official Plans, planning decisions, and prescribed instruments must conform with policies that address significant risks to drinking water and must have regard for policies that address moderate or low risks. Please review the Mattagami Source Protection Plan at Source Protection Plan - (dwsp.ca) or connect with the Mattagami Source Protection Region Project Manager to determine which policies may apply to the proposed project activities.

It is recommended that the proponent also consider how drinking water sources may be affected by the project proposals and any alternatives considered. Consider impacts to sensitive hydrologic features including current or future sources of drinking water that are not explicitly addressed in the source protection plan (i.e., private systems – individual or clusters, and designated facilities within the meaning of O. Reg. 170/03 under the Safe Drinking Water Act – i.e., camps, schools, health care facilities, seasonal users, etc.).

The proposed project area is outside of any vulnerable areas, however, MECP’s Best Management Practices for Source Protection is a useful resource which proponents can consider to support the actions outlined in Section 6.3.6 and others.

		Section 4.9.4 was added to the EPR to address Source Protection.  In addition, refer to the revised content within Section 6.2.1.4.







		3

		Acronyms

		In the ‘Acronyms, Abbreviations & Measurements Units’ table and several other places of the draft EPR (e.g., Section 1.2.2 Project Proponent), the process and regulation are referred to as the ‘Transit and Rail Projects Assessment’ when it should be ‘Transit and Rail Project Assessment’.  Please correct typo.

		Revised to ‘Transit and Rail Project Assessment’ throughout EPR.

· [bookmark: _Hlk175749477]Several references to ‘transit and rail projects assessment’ were still found in the revised EPR dated August 8, 2024.  Please correct typo.





		4

		Glossary of Terms

		In the ‘Glossary of Terms’ table, under the term ‘Statement of Completion’, it states ‘MECP Environmental Approvals Branch’, the correct branch name is Environmental Assessment Branch. Please revise.

		Revised to ‘Environmental Assessment Branch’ in Glossary of Terms.

· This has been revised. No further comments.





		5

		Incomplete Sections

		Various relevant sections are incomplete throughout the draft EPR. For example, sections 3.2.6, 3.3.6, 3.3.7, 4.9, 4.10, 4.11, 4.13.6, 4.13.7, 4.13.8, 5.2.3, 5.2.5, and 5.3.  These sections will need to be completed for ministry’s review before finalizing the EPR.

		These sections will be finalized as part of revising the EPR and will be provided to MECP once complete.



· [bookmark: _Hlk175749504]Additional information and sections have been added to relevant sections.  Sections in the revised draft EPR have been reorganized. No further comments.  

· [bookmark: _Hlk175749522]Additional comments may be submitted from the ministry’s technical reviewers for the sections that have been added.





		6

		Air Quality

		As communicated in the ministry’s April 24, 2024, email, an air quality assessment report is required for the project. Please share a draft report with the ministry as soon as it is available and update the EPR accordingly to discuss the findings of the study. Please also revise Sections 3 and 4 of the draft EPR to include a discussion on the air quality assessment study.

		An Air Quality Assessment is currently being prepared and a copy of the draft report will be provided to MECP once available. Results of the air quality report will be summarized in the EPR.



· [bookmark: _Hlk175749538]The ministry’s Air Quality Analyst had substantial comments on this study which was shared with the proponent – still waiting for a response and revised air report.





		7

		Climate Change

		The draft EPR is missing a discussion on climate change considerations both in the context of the potential effects of the project on climate change (climate change mitigation) and the potential effects of climate change on the project (climate change adaptation). You may refer to the ministry’s guideline on climate change for additional information here. Please revise the EPR accordingly to include climate change considerations.

		A discussion of climate change considerations has now been included in the EPR. Please see Section 4.14.

· [bookmark: _Hlk175749548]Sections 4.11.6 and 4.14 discusses climate change.  No further comments.





		8

		Source Water Protection

		Projects that are subject to the Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) that fall under a Class EA, or one of the Regulations, have the potential to impact sources of drinking water if they occur in designated vulnerable areas in the vicinity of other at-risk drinking water systems (i.e., systems that are not municipal residential systems), and source protection plan policies could apply. The draft EPR does not include a discussion on source water protection, and this should be included. 

		Section 4.9.4 was added to the EPR to address Source Protection.  In addition, refer to the revised content within Section 6.2.1.4.

· [bookmark: _Hlk175749568]Source protection comments have been added to the EPR. Source Protection has no further comments







		9

		Project Study Area

		The terms Project Study Area, “TRPAP Project Study Area”, ‘Timmins-Porcupine Station Project Study Area’, and ‘Project Study Area’ are used interchangeably throughout the draft EPR. Do they refer to the same area as the ‘preliminary EA Project Study Area’ as depicted in Figure 2-1? The term used to describe the Project Study Area should be consistent throughout the EPR and correspond to the boundaries delineated in mapping when referring to the Project Study Area.

		The terminology has been revised to ‘Study Area’ throughout document to ensure consistency. A conservative Study Area was originally established at the outset of the project for purposes of collecting existing conditions data as part of the TRPAP. Based on the conceptual design, the Project Study Area for the impact assessment phase was refined to the area shown in  Figure 21 for purposes of assessing potential effects.



· [bookmark: _Hlk175749608]This has been corrected and study area is defined. No further comments.





		10

		Section 1.3.1 Ontario Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process

		Section 1.3.1 refers to Schedule 1 of the Transit and Rail Process Regulation. The Transit and Rail Process Regulation (as amended in February 2024) no longer includes ‘Schedule 1’. Transit projects are now designated under Part III of Ontario Regulation 50/24 (Part II. 3 – Designations and Exemptions Regulation) of the EAA. Please update this section of the EPR with reference to the new regulation under the EAA.

		Revised Section 1.3.

· This has been corrected. No further comments.





		11

		Figure 1-3: Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process

		Figure 1-3: Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process shows that the final EPR is posted after the 30-day review period following the issuance of the Notice of Completion. As per the Transit and Rail Process Regulation, the final EPR is posted together with the Notice of Completion. Please refer to section 3.2.5 of the Transit Guide. If changes are required after the final EPR, please discuss with ministry as changes can only be made through an erratum or as agreed to by the ministry. Figure 1-3: Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process does not depict the process as per the Transit and Rail Process Regulation. The process depicted in this figure is customized for the project and attempts to demonstrate some aspects of the regulated process. It is strongly suggested that the figure clarify this distinction. If the proponent wishes to include a figure that describes the regulated process, it may do so by directly adding Figure 1 found in the Transit Guide into the EPR. .

		The figure is intended to be a general overview of the steps in the TRPAP process, and outline where there are opportunities for public consultation and feedback. As part of updating the EPR, Ontario Northland will consider also including Figure 1 found in the Transit Guide into the EPR. It is also acknowledged that following the 30-Day public review period, should any of the comments received from Indigenous Communities & Organizations, the public, review agencies, etc., require updates to the EPR, consultation with the Ministry will be undertaken and an Errata will be prepared as/if required.



· With the posting of the Notice of Completion, the proponent is posting a final EPR.  The EPR is not finalized after the 30-day comment period.  Any changes required is done so through an Errata. This flow chart of the transit process is still incorrect.  Please revise.





		12

		Future Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility

		In ‘Table 1-1: Proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Elements’ it lists a bus storage and maintenance facility as part of the ‘Project Component’ and the ‘Description’ states the following: Protecting for land that may be required for potential future construction of a Bus Storage & Maintenance Facility.

The project title is the Timmins-Porcupine Station and the purpose of the project, as per the draft EPR, is to build a new rail station in the city that will operate as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service. The purpose in the draft EPR does not refer to a bus storage and maintenance facility. A bus station and the maintenance facility are different facilities with different purposes, so it is unclear to the ministry why it is considered as an element of the Timmins-Porcupine Station. Furthermore, the draft EPR provides for an impact assessment and mitigation on the Timmins-Porcupine Station, however, the impact assessment for the bus storage and maintenance facility is incomplete. Please revise the EPR accordingly.

		Although an engineering design is not currently available for the potential future bus maintenance and storage facility, all environmental and technical studies that were prepared as part of the TRPAP (with the exception of Noise and Air Quality) have accounted for the physical footprint of this particular area of land to be developed in the future, as part of the Study Area. For example, the Natural Environment Report examined this area as part of identifying existing natural heritage features and this area was included in their field reconnaissance, as well as the subsequent impact assessment work.  Similarly, the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report includes these lands in the study and determined archaeological potential in this context.

As discussed and agreed with MECP as part of the meeting held on May 22, 2024, the following additional narrative has been added to Table 1-1 in Section 1.2 of the EPR to describe the anticipated components of the bus maintenance and storage facility in more detail:

"Components and features of the proposed Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility may include:

· Replacement of the old facility currently in use in Timmins (currently located at 895 Monta Ave., Timmins);

· Two (2) parking bays, one (1) bus wash bay, and one (1) service and fueling bay, and the capacity to service four (4) buses at any time;

· Regular maintenance activities including wash bays and service bays;

· Employee washrooms, locker rooms, and a lunchroom, as well as bus and employee parking; and,

· An approximate size of 1,200 m2."

Additional wording added to Section 1.2.3 Project Scope is as follows:

"The scope of the TRPAP examines the potential environmental effects associated with the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. In addition, the environmental impact assessment studies also consider the area of land adjacent to the proposed station where a future bus maintenance and storage facility may be built. At the time of preparing this EPR, the decision to build the bus facility was not yet definitive, and therefore an engineering design was not completed. Should the bus facility go forward in the future, the environmental impact assessment studies undertaken as part of this Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP will need to be revisited and updated, as required. In addition, Noise & Vibration and Air Quality studies will need to be carried out to address the potential operations and construction phase impacts associated with the bus facility. These updated/additional impact assessment studies will be carried out as part of completing an EPR Addendum process (as per O. Reg. 231/08), which would also entail Ontario Northland carrying out public, stakeholder, and Indigenous Communities/Organizations consultation (as required) and preparation of an EPR Addendum document."

In addition, a commitment has been added to Section 6.3.1 of the EPR to state that Ontario Northland will prepare an EPR Addendum, undertake consultation, and prepare updated impact assessment studies if the new facility moves forward in the future.



· The EPR has been revised to clarify that the future bus storage and maintenance facility will require an impact assessment and future EPR addendum. No further comments.





		13

		Future Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility

		To do an addendum to the EPR, the bus storage and maintenance facility should be part of the Timmins-Porcupine Station project. It is noted that under the EAA, a bus storage and maintenance facility is a designated project and therefore the process as per the Transit and Rail Process Regulation must be followed. The EPR, in addition to showing the proposed location of the facility, facility components should be described as well.  The EPR should also provide an overview of some the expected potential effects and standard mitigation measures of the bus storage and maintenance facility. The EPR should include a commitment to undertake an Addendum for this facility. Please note, the addendum consultation process is limited, so the proponent should consider whether additional consultation for this facility may be necessary. 

Ministry staff would like to meet with the proponent to learn more about the future bus storage and maintenance facility.

		A call was held with MECP on May 22, 2024. Please refer to the response to comment #16 above.

The updated EPR (Section 6.3.1) now includes a specific commitment to undertake an Addendum for the future facility, as required.  



· The EPR now makes references to a future Addendum. No further comments.



		14

		Section 2.4.2 Property Requirements

		Section 2.4.2 and Table 2-3 of the draft EPR states “property requirements will be further reviewed as the design progresses. If required, the proponent will proceed with property acquisition.” This section is meant to describe potential project impacts and it is incomplete. The proponent will have to share this section of the report for ministry review before finalizing the EPR.

		The property requirements for the project have been further refined since issuance of the Draft EPR and Section 2.4.3 has been updated accordingly.



· No further comments.





		15

		Section 2.4.2 Property Requirements

		Section 2.4.2 also states “It should be noted that properties with negligible encroachments were not listed, as it is anticipated that reasonable engineering solutions can be established at detailed design to address/avoid property impacts wherever feasible.” Please define the criteria used to determine ‘negligible’ encroachment and the activities that will occur in these areas.

		The property requirements for the project have been further refined since issuance of the Draft EPR and Section 2.4.3 has been updated accordingly.



· No further comments





		16

		Section 3.2.1.3 Consultation with Mattagami Region Conservation Authority

		Section 3.2.1.3 states that the Project Study Area is within an area regulated by the Mattagami Region Conservation Authority (MRCA) and consultation with this conservation authority may be required. The ministry understands that the proponent did share a draft EPR with MRCA. The ministry would like to obtain a copy of MRCA’s comments on the draft EPR as soon as they provide comments. As per page 45 of the Transit Guide, proponents should address issues raised by any regulatory agency before releasing the final EPR for review (when the Notice of Completion is published). The Conservation Authority’s comments are particularly important as they deal with matters of provincial importance and the ministry needs to confirm there are no outstanding issues in this regard. As such, the EAB will be requesting ‘sign-off’ from all commenting regulatory agencies from the proponent before posting the Notice of Completion.

		Acknowledged. Please note that no comments have been received to date from MRCA.



· [bookmark: _Hlk175750057]We have not seen sign-off from the conservation authority.  Please confirm and follow up if nothing have been received yet.  





		17

		Section 3.2.4.2 Field Investigations

		Please include the conclusions and recommendations of the Stage 1 archaeological assessment in Section 3.2.4.2 of the draft EPR.  

		Conclusions and recommendations of the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment are included in Section 4.6.



· [bookmark: _Hlk175750077]Sections 4.6 and 4.6.1 added. No further comments. Still waiting on sign-off from MCM.





		18

		Section 3.3.3 Cultural Heritage

		Section 3.3.3 of the draft EPR states “The Project Study Area does not feature any structure or areas believed to have CHVI.” Please provide MCM comments that support this conclusion. As per comment 13 above, we will require sign-off from MCM for heritage and archaeology before the EPR is finalized.

		Acknowledged. Cultural Heritage Report is currently with the MCM for review and comment.



· [bookmark: _Hlk175750103]Still waiting on sign-off from MCM.





		19

		Section 3.3.4 Archaeology

		Section 3.3.4: This section indicates the Timmins-Porcupine station Project Study Area exhibits evidence of disturbance.  The section further states that “forested lands east of the railway north of Highway 101/King Street retain archaeological potential and will require Stage 2 test pit survey if impacted by the project designs.” It is unclear why a Stage 2 archaeological assessment is optional when the wooded area is within the ‘preliminary EA Project Study Area’.  Please clarify and revise the report accordingly.  

		A conservative Study Area was established for purpose of collecting existing conditions data as part of the early stages of the TRPAP. Based on the conceptual design information available at the time of preparing this EPR, the Study Area for the impact assessment phase was refined to the area shown in  Figure 21 for purposes of assessing potential effects.

The parts of the Study Area proposed for construction and operations/maintenance activities, including the land that may be required for future construction of a Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility, do not retain archaeological potential on account of deep and extensive land disturbance or permanently saturated conditions. These lands therefore do not require further archaeological assessment.

If the project design changes during detail design (post TRPAP) and encroachment on the lands identified to retain archaeological potential is expected, Ontario Northland will complete a Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment survey prior to any disturbance or construction activities. 

Section 4.6 of the EPR (as well as the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report) has been updated accordingly to reflect this language.



1. MCM made some comments one this as well.  Need MCM sign off.





		20

		Section 4.3 Impact Assessment Criteria

		Section 4.3: The Impact Assessment Criteria table does not include any air quality criteria as an environmental factor for evaluating potential effects associated with the project. Please provide a summary and discussions on air quality impacts from both construction activities (dust and air emission), operations and associated mitigation measures, and monitoring activities in the EPR.  

		An Air Quality Assessment is underway and will be included in the Final EPR.  In addition, a copy of the draft Air Quality Report will be provided to MECP for review.



1. [bookmark: _Hlk175750154]Section 4.2 and air quality criteria was added.   Waiting for revised AQ report and need sign off.





		21

		Section 4.7 Archaeology

		Section 4.7 in the draft EPR states “Based on review and field review, the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station does not retain any archaeological potential.” However, according to Section 3.3.4 of the draft EPR, Stage 2 archaeological assessment is recommended.  Please clarify and revise the report accordingly.

		The parts of the Study Area proposed for construction and operations/maintenance activities, including the land that may be required for future construction of a Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility, do not retain archaeological potential on account of deep and extensive land disturbance or permanently saturated conditions. These lands therefore do not require further archaeological assessment.

If the project design changes during detail design (post TRPAP) and encroachment on the lands identified to retain archaeological potential is expected, Ontario Northland will complete a Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment survey prior to any disturbance or construction activities. 

Section 4.6 of the EPR (as well as the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report) has been updated accordingly to reflect this language.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk175750182]No further comments.





		22

		Indigenous Communities & Organizations Engagement

		The draft EPR did not include the names of the Indigenous communities that have been consulted or engaged for this project. At minimum, the EPR should include a list of Indigenous communities that have been consulted/engaged, a discussion of why they were included on the list (i.e., treaty rights, interest-based) and a summary of their comments or concerns, if any. The EPR should also include a discussion on whether there are impacts on the Indigenous communities’ hunting, fishing, or harvesting rights of Indigenous communities given the surrounding wildlife and wildlife habitat. Please refer to section 10 of Transit and Rail Process Regulation that describes the consultation record requirements for the EPR. Please note that the ministry would like to see all records of consultation (public, stakeholders, or Indigenous communities) before the EPR is finalized.

		The following list of the Indigenous communities were consulted by Ontario Northland as part of the project:

· Beaverhouse First Nation

· Matachewan First Nation

· Brunswick House First Nation

· Mattagami First Nation

· Flying Post First Nation

· Taykwa Tagamou Nation 

· Apitipi Anicinapek Nation

· Nishnawbe Aski Nation

· Wabun Tribal Council

· Mushkegowuk Council

· Timmins Metis Council

· Timmins Native Friendship Centre

· Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship Centers

· Ontario Native Women's Association

· Métis Nation of Ontario

· Chiefs of Ontario

Indigenous Communities & Organizations that were provided a copy of the Draft EPR for review and comment are listed in Table 53. Please note that no comments were received on the Draft EPR.

Consultation and Engagement efforts in support of the Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP are contained in - Consultation Record. 



1. [bookmark: _Hlk175750193]The comment and response table lists the communities consulted for the project but it is not included the section that speaks to Indigenous consultation. Please revise and elaborate in section of EPR





		23

		Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process

		Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft EPR for the Northlander Passenger Rail Service – Timmins-Porcupine Station. 

The ministry’s comments should be addressed prior to submitting a final EPR to the ministry, by way of a comment response table. The proponents’ responses to ministry comments will also include the location of any revisions in the final EPR and/or supporting technical reports that were made to address ministry comments, where applicable. 

Please note that the ministry’s comments (EA-related and technical), along with any comments received by other government agencies, Indigenous communities and the public should be considered by the proponents as it prepares the final EPR for submission. 

Please provide to the ministry as soon as possible, comments with respect to natural and cultural heritage features provided by relevant agencies such as the local conservation authority, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry and Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism. 

Please also advise if there have been any significant comments from any Indigenous communities on the draft EPR.  

We look forward to continuing to work with you on addressing our comments identified in the draft EPR. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 437-248-0058 or by email at Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca

		Acknowledged. 

How comments received on the Draft EPR were considered by Ontario Northland are contained in Table 54 to Table 59 in Section 5.2.5. No comments were received on the Draft EPR from Indigenous Communities or Organizations.



		24

		Climate Change

		The report does not consider future changes in climate and the potential impacts of a changing climate on the project. These considerations should be made throughout the report where appropriate.

To assist the proponent with addressing this issue, MECP is pleased to suggest the following resources: 

· Ontario’s MECP’s guide on considering climate change in the environmental assessment process, 2017 to integrate considerations of climate change in identifying environmental components, identifying consideration of alternatives, and describing potential effects of the undertaking

· Ontario Provincial Climate Change Impact Assessment (PCCIA) Technical Report, 2023, a regional and sector-based climate change impact assessment to support informed decisions that address regional and sector-specific impacts of climate change.  

Other resources and data sources include:

· Ontario Climate Change Data Portal

· Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Climate Atlas of Canada and 

· Canadian Climate Data and Scenarios.

		This information was not included in the Draft EPR as it was not yet available. Notwithstanding this, a discussion on Climate Change has now been added to the EPR in Section 4.14.



		25

		Section 2.4.1 Site Servicing

		This section indicates anticipated localized runoff volumes. When calculating the specific runoff volumes for different localized areas within the site, consider using data from the Ontario Climate Change Data Portal. This could help incorporate climate change impacts into the evaluation of pre- and post-development runoff volumes to assess the potential impacts of stormwater runoff. 





		The Stormwater Management (SWM) analysis conducted for the site identified that a combination of minor systems and bioswales will be implemented to adhere to the required quality and quantity standards.

The engineering design for the station has been developed to preserve the property's natural hydrological characteristics. This includes maintaining the capacity of the on-site drainage ditch. Stormwater runoff from the site will be directed towards an existing ditch located at the northeast corner, utilizing a network of pipes and bioswales. The flow within the bioswales will be regulated by a series of check dams to ensure the existing ditch's capacity is upheld.

Rainfall data obtained from the Ministry of Transportation's (MTO) IDF tool is being utilized to inform the design, ensuring it meets the necessary standards. Additionally, future IDF curves will be utilized to assess the Climate Change impact on the hydraulic system.

Furthermore, Ontario Northland intends to incorporate green infrastructure as a proactive measure to mitigate increased runoff. This may involve the implementation of bio-retention swales and/or Low Impact Development (LID) strategies.  



		26

		Section 2.5.1 Timmins-Porcupine Station

		This section discusses the need for regular platform maintenance, including the inspections to determine how platform deteriorates over time because of environmental factors such as rain, snow, ice, wind, and effects of salting. 

The proponent is encouraged to consider the increased impact of climate change (i.e., changes in temperature, precipitation, extreme weather event frequency) on the environmental factors that will contribute to all aspects of the project including platform deterioration.

		Please see response to comment 28 above and refer to Section 4.14 of the EPR for discussion of how climate change was considered as part of the project. Please also note that the design will be mindful of the escalating effects of climate change and will integrate durable materials and construction components wherever feasible.



		27

		Section 3.2.1.1 Methodology of Natural Environment, Data Gathering

		Consider supplementing this section with climate data sources (listed in comment 1) to support the report with climate change considerations.

		MECP’s Guide on considering climate change in the environmental assessment process, 2017 has been reviewed and a Climate Change discussion is now included in the EPR in Section 4.14. 



		28

		Section 4.10 Stormwater Management/Drainage

		This section recognizes that the proposed project will result in increases to impervious areas, with potential effects to water quantity and quality, and potential alterations to local drainage systems. A SWM assessment with mitigation measures (if required) is being completed. Proponent is encouraged to base the related analysis on data that considers of the impacts of climate change. 

		Following the Stormwater Management (SWM) analysis conducted for the site, a combination of minor systems and bioswales will be implemented to adhere to required quality and quantity standards.

The engineering design for the station has been meticulously developed to preserve the property's natural hydrological characteristics. This includes maintaining the capacity of the on-site drainage ditch. Stormwater runoff from the site will be directed towards an existing ditch located at the northeast corner, utilizing a network of pipes and bioswales. The flow within the bioswales will be regulated by a series of check dams to ensure the existing ditch's capacity is upheld.

Rainfall data obtained from the Ministry of Transportation's (MTO) IDF tool is being utilized to inform the design, ensuring it meets the necessary standards. Additionally, future IDF curves will be utilized to assess the Climate Change impact on the hydraulic system.

Furthermore, the Ontario Northland intends to incorporate green infrastructure as a proactive measure to mitigate increased runoff. This may involve the implementation of bio-retention swales and/or Low Impact Development (LID) strategies. 
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		Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report, Photo Appendix

		It does not appear that field surveys were undertaken that were specific to any particular species at risk. Photo 12 and Photo 13 appear to show mature trees that species at risk bats such as little brown myotis and northern myotis may select for roosting during the active season (May 1 to Aug 31). 

It is not clear from the report whether these trees will be removed during site clearing, but if they are, MECP SARB is recommending that clearing occur outside of the active season. If this cannot be avoided, it is possible that further surveys specific to SAR bats and a possible authorization under the ESA may be required.

Similarly, Photo 4 appear to contain trees that may be larger than 10 cm diameter at breast height making them possible candidate trees for SAR bat roosting habitat. It is not clear from the report whether these trees will be removed during site clearing, but if they are, MECP SARB is recommending that clearing occur outside of the active season. If this cannot be avoided, it is possible that further surveys specific to SAR bats and a possible authorization under the ESA may be required.

		A SAR screening study and habitat assessment was completed as part of the project to determine the likelihood of SAR presence. Based on the results of the SAR screening, habitat assessment, proposed design, and mitigation measures provided, no additional SAR surveys are anticipated.

The current design does not include any tree removal or impacts east of the rail corridor in the woodland; photos 12 and 13 are taken within the woodland east of the rail corridor. No suitable roost trees were identified west of the train tracks in the proposed facility location during wildlife habitat surveys; however, mitigation is included to specify that vegetation is to occur outside of the bat roosting season. If it is determined that trees east of the train tracks may be removed or impacted in future design stages, further surveys may be required to characterize bat habitat during detailed design.

It should be noted that there is no planned vegetation clearing south of the rail corridor in this area as part of the project. This note has also been added to the EPR.

In addition, the following mitigation measures have been added to the Table 46 of this EPR and the Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report:

· Vegetation clearing to occur outside of the bat roosting season of May 1-August 31. Should removal of potential SAR bat habitat be required, SAR bat surveys will be completed by a qualified specialist in advance of the removal activities to confirm SAR bat habitat presence.

· If removal of confirmed SAR bat habitat is required, all requirements under the ESA will be met, including any registration, compensation, replacement structures and/or permitting requirements.

· All requirements of the ESA and/or SARA Species-specific mitigation measures will be implemented, in consultation with MECP as required.

Based on the current station design, there are no impacts anticipated east of the rail corridor in the woodland. No suitable roost trees were identified west of the rail corridor in at the proposed station location during wildlife habitat surveys. If it is determined that trees east of the rail corridor may be removed in future design stages, further surveys may be required to characterize bat habitat.



		30

		Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report, Table 6

		It is currently understood that the Proponent plans to undertake vegetation removal outside of the breeding bird sensitive time period (May 1 to Aug 31). However, there are references to performing nest sweeps if vegetation and tree clearing must occur within the breeding bird sensitive time period. If vegetation/tree removal occurs within the breeding bird sensitive time period, nest sweeps prior to vegetation/tree removal activities are generally not considered sufficient mitigation to avoid the need for an ESA authorization if SAR are present. 

If the proponent must clear vegetation/trees within the breeding bird sensitive time period, MECP SARB recommends that short-eared owl (SEOW) and eastern whip-poor-will (EWPW)* be considered in more detail for this project site. These species have a medium likelihood of being present on site based on multiple observations east and west of the site available on eBird and iNaturalist. See comment below about EWPW and the potential changes to its status on the Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) list in context of project timelines (i.e. project commencement after Jan 31, 2025, EWPW may not be relevant from an ESA perspective).

		There is no tree removal proposed for complex habitat (i.e.., the adjacent woodland east of the rail corridor). Sparse open grown trees located within the cultural meadow may be removed; tree removal will be conducted outside of the breeding bird sensitive time period. 

The following mitigation measures have been updated in the Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment and Table 46 of this EPR:

· Vegetation clearing to occur outside of the breeding bird window of April 1- August 31. If tree clearing is required during the breeding bird window, a nest sweep will be completed by a qualified biologist no more than 48 hours prior to vegetation removal. 

· If an active nest is found, then a protective buffer will be established around the nest. The extent of the buffer will be determined in consultation with a qualified biologist and if applicable, additional consultation with the agencies having jurisdiction (e.g., MECP) may be required to determine extent of protection and mitigations.

The Natural Environment Existing Conditions and Impact Assessment Report Appendix A has been revised to add the following SEOW and EWPW consideration.

Habitat Potential:

· Despite SEOW observations in the vicinity, the small size of this site (approx. 0.7 ha) is unlikely to provide suitable nesting habitat (50-100 ha) (COSEWIC status and assessment report on the Short-eared Owl). 

· The cultural meadow where the station is proposed provides low likelihood of foraging habitat for EWPW due to its small size (<3 ha) (COSEWIC status and assessment on the Eastern Whip-poor-will). Nesting may occur in the woodland east of the rail corridor; however, that area is not anticipated to be impacted and higher quality nesting habitat is located further north and south of the Timmins-Porcupine station.
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		Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report

		A note that the 2023 Annual Report by the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO) is now available as required under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA), and a bulletin has been posted to the Environmental Registry of Ontario. Included in COSSARO’s 2023 Annual Report is the downlisting of Eastern Whip-poor-will to Special Concern and the listing of three bat species (Eastern Red Bat, Hoary Bat, Silver-haired Bat) as Endangered. In accordance with the ESA, the Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) List (O. Reg. 230/08) will be amended to reflect the species assessments included in the COSSARO report, within one year from the date the report was received by the Minister, on or before January 31, 2025. In accordance with the provisions of the ESA, species that have been reclassified as Special Concern will no longer receive protections under the ESA and newly listed Endangered species will receive automatic species and general habitat protection under the ESA upon listing. However, it should be noted that although the COSSARO report includes recommendations for (re)classification of species under the ESA, there is no guarantee these recommendations will be accepted until the SARO list is officially amended to reflect the changes. 

MECP SARB recommends that the proponent check the Environmental Registry of Ontario for notices of SARO amendments in January 2025 as this may influence an ESA authorization, if any, for the project with respect to impacts to members of a SAR bat species, impacts to bat maternity roost habitat, and/or other SAR.

		Acknowledged. The Environmental Registry of Ontario will be reviewed for notices of SARO amendments through future project stages. At the time of writing this EPR, bat roost trees for species that may be uplisted are not anticipated to be impacted. No further revisions to the Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report are required.
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		Surface Water Review

		The construction and operation of this site will increase the quantity of sanitary sewage being  treated and subsequently discharged by the City of Timmins from their Whitney Wastewater  Treatment Plant (WWTP) site. 

A previously completed surface water review (Dubois, 2011) indicates that the Porcupine River is the receiver for effluent discharge from the WWTP, and that the portion of the river downstream of Porcupine Lake is considered a Policy 2 receiver with respect to total phosphorus (TP), as concentrations exceed the provincial water quality objective (PWQO). 

A mixing zone, as defined in the Ministry’s Water Management Policies, is not applicable to a Policy 2 receiver. Unless significant additional dilution is available in the downstream environment (i.e., tributaries contributing substantial flow to the system), contaminant concentrations downstream of an effluent discharge cannot meet PWQOs or background conditions if the effluent contains higher than background concentrations of a contaminant.

If the Environmental Approvals Branch (Approvals) and the Wastewater Engineers therein determine the possible flow increase resulting from the construction and operation of this facility is acceptable, the possible impacts of increased flows and phosphorus loading to the Porcupine River should be considered.

At this time there is not sufficient information in the form of possible flow increases to provide further guidance from a surface water perspective, however additional discussion can be had with Approvals and the District Office as needed. 

General Requirements for Development in Ontario

Any prospective water taking must be carried out in compliance with the conditions for registration on the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or a Permit to Take Water (PTTW) as applicable. If dewatering for foundations is required, excavation dewatering must not be discharged into any surface water feature. Mitigation measures such as filter fabric on inlet pump head and/or straw bale/filter fabric device or equivalent should be utilized to minimize sediment transport during excavation/construction dewatering. 

Consideration should be given far enough in advance to allow enough time to prepare and submit applications to the MECP for PTTWs and/or ECAs if required. This is especially important where surface water and hydrogeological technical studies are required.

Mitigation measures must remain in place until final rehabilitation of temporary work areas is completed. Similarly, mitigation measures are required at construction and/or laydown sites until 

they are remediated or reclaimed to minimize the potential for off-site movement of sediment-laden water and any contaminant toward any surface water feature. Stormwater management during the construction phase must also be designed to effectively mitigate stormwater runoff.

		The proposed station building is a standalone, single-story structure. The sanitary flow generated from the station, sourced from the City of Timmins water supply system, is insignificant (i.e., washroom discharge) and will be addressed through the ECA for wastewater servicing during detailed design. 
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		Noise & Vibration

		MECP reviewed the documents and had no comments at this time.

		No response required.
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		Wastewater

		In the approval phase a separate (1) industrial stormwater management plan and design and (2) a sanitary sewage system of the Project Areas will be required at a minimum. 

		Please refer to the updated Sections 4.9 and 4.11 within the revised EPR. We note that MECP approvals for the stormwater management design and the sanitary sewage connection of the facility is required. Commitments have been included in the updated EPR under Section 6.2 outlining the requirements for obtaining the necessary approval(s) from the MECP.

	Comment by Hadlari, Wai (MECP): Comments from Sr. Wastewater Engineer

· As discussed in the Aug 26 meeting with the ministry’s Sr. Wastewater Engineer, the following should be included as records during the presubmission consultation: 

· The catchment area for the station must include rail line and associated required set back in all calculations of SWM Facility BMP elements design

· Considering the rail line and train operation and associated passenger Parking ; appropriate BMP elements shall be provided in multielement train approach for achieving the required suspended solids removal and oil, grease and metals removal. As an example Oil and grit separator, oil and water separator or combination of the other methods shall be provided.   
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		Hydrogeology

		Both supplied documents are silent on existing groundwater conditions within the Project Study Area. Existing soil conditions are similarly not discussed in detail.

		The EPR has been augmented since the draft version – please refer to Section 3.3.7 and Section 4.9  



		36

		Hydrogeology

		Neither report supplies a meaningful description of the local groundwater regime’s current role in supporting pre-existing users and the natural functions of the ecosystem, or how these factors might constrain or otherwise affect the proposed activity.

		The EPR has been augmented since the draft version – please refer to Section 3.3.7 and Section 4.9  
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		Hydrogeology

		In lieu of this key information, I cannot confirm that future groundwater takings associated with the project are unlikely to cause serious harm to human health or serious and irreversible harm to plant life, animal life or the natural environment.

		The EPR has been augmented since the draft version – please refer to Section 3.3.7 and Section 4.9  Also refer to Section 6.9 
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		Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or Permit to Take Water (PTTW)

		The Ministry should not make assurances that it will consider water taking requests under the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or Permit to Take Water (PTTW) programs until this information gap is corrected.

		Refer to Section 4.9 and Section 6.9 of the Revised EPR.
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		Section 3.3.7 Stormwater Management/Drainage

		Recommendation: The proponent must supply the currently omitted Section 3.3.7 of the Environmental Project Report (discussion of the existing soil and groundwater conditions).

		Refer to Section 4.11, Section 4.15.7, and Section 6.11 within the revised EPR.
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		Section 3.3.7 Stormwater Management/Drainage

		Recommendation: The above-noted section must be prepared and authenticated by either a registered member of the Association of Professional Geoscientists of Ontario or a professional engineer who meets the requirements set out in paragraph 2 of subsection 3 (3) of the Professional Geoscientists Act, 2000.

		Refer to response comment #39 above. This section was prepared by a Professional Engineer.
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		Groundwater

		Recommendation: The proponent must supply sufficient soil and hydrogeological information to substantiate that the project will not affect groundwater resources to a degree that would 1) cause serious harm to human health or 2) serious and irreversible harm to plant life, animal life or the natural environment.

		Acknowledged. Refer to response comment #35 above.



		Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry



		

		

		No comment provided. NTD – follow up email communication sent to MNRF on July 12.  Comments may be forthcoming early August and will be responded to if/when received.

		



		Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing



		

		

		No comment provided.

		



		Ministry of Northern Development



		

		

		No comment provided.

		



		Infrastructure Ontario



		

		

		No comment provided.

		



		Ontario Heritage Trust



		

		

		No comment provided.

		









[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Krystal Perepeluk
To: Saltarelli, Amber; Batista, Cindy (MECP)
Cc: Graham, Jessica; Ashberry, Helena; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Soule, Jillian (MTO); Strachan, Natalie

(She/Her) (MTO); Hadlari, Wai (MECP); Desautels, Solange (MECP)
Subject: Re: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR) - Appendix H
Date: Thursday, September 5, 2024 3:45:10 PM

Hi Cindy 

Do you have availability Friday or Monday for a quick call so we can work this all out
together? 

Cheers 
Krystal 

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 5, 2024 3:18:35 PM
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc: Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus,
Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>;
Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
<Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>
Subject: [External] RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report
(EPR) - Appendix H

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Hi Cindy

I previously confirmed that this study was performed by a Professional Geologist (P. Geo.) and
you will see that in the signatures.

Can you please clarify what you mean by the item in yellow?   We are working on responding to
final comments received as of yesterday’s due date and making any critical updates to the
EPR.

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America 
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From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, September 5, 2024 2:50 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus,
Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>;
Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR) -
Appendix H
Importance: High

 

 
Hello Amber.
 
Thank you for sharing the technical memo with the ministry – it is now with the
ministry’s hydrogeologist. Verification that this memo was prepared by a licensed
Professional Geoscientist or qualified Professional Engineer is necessary for the
hydrogeological review eligibility.
 
I have asked the hydrogeologist to confirm an approximate time as to when he can
complete his review. He is away next week doing fieldwork and as a result, may not
be able to get to this until the week of September 16th, which is cutting it really close
to the 120-day (6-month timeline) for completion of the final EPR.
 
Any updates you can provide regarding the remaining outstanding comments (e.g.,
air, surface water and MCM)?
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Thank you,
 
Cindy
 
 
From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 5, 2024 2:19 PM
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Cc: Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus,
Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR) -
Appendix H
Importance: High

 
CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you

recognize the sender.
Hello Wai,
 
Please find attached Appendix H – Hydrogeological Technical Memo.
 
I need to kindly reiterate that the content and analysis reflected in this Memo is essentially
identical (and in some cases verbatim) to what is/was included the Updated EPR that we
shared with you on August 9th.    
 
Please don’t hesitate to call me on my cell if you have any questions or concerns.
 
Thank you,
 
Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America 
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless
clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the
named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is
prohibited.
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From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 12:22 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus,
Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

 

 
Good morning, Amber and Krystal,
 
It has been a week since I reached out about Appendix H, Hydrogeology Technical
memo.  In order for the ministry’s Hydrogeologist to complete the review and provide
comments, they will need to review the hydrogeology memo. 
 
For your information, if Appendix H is received today, the targeting review for
hydrogeology comments may be Sept 19th or 20th. 
 
Please let me know when the ministry can expect Appendix H submission.
 
Thanks,
 
Wai
 
 
Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944
 
 
 
 
 
From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 9:31 AM
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
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attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

 
CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you

recognize the sender.
Hi Wai
 
Appendix H will be provided shortly.  In the meantime, you may let your Hydrogeologist know
that the relevant Hydrogeology sections of the EPR (provided on Aug 9) can be reviewed - as
the content of these sections mirrors what’s in Appendix H, so there’s no need to hold off on
reviewing. 
 
I can also confirm that the Hydrogeology study was prepared by a P. Geo.
 
Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America 
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless
clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the
named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is
prohibited.

 
From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca> 
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 9:06 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Cindy.Welsh@timmins.ca; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham,
Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

 

 
Hi Amber,
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It has come to my attention that Appendix H – Hydrogeology Technical Memo is
missing from the Appendices. I just want to confirm that I didn’t any emails while I was
away where Appendix H was sent.  Could you advise or send it to us ASAP so that
the ministry’s Hydrogeologist can review.  The ministry will need verification that the
hydrogeology technical memo was prepared by a Professional Geoscientist or
qualified Professional Engineer. 

Thanks,

Wai



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Saltarelli, Amber
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP); Krystal Perepeluk
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP); Miljus, Alexia L
Subject: RE: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 8:28:28 AM

Received, thank you.
 
Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America 
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless
clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the
named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is
prohibited.

 
 
From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca> 
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 3:15 PM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: FW: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

 
Hello,
 
The ministry’s Senior Noise Engineer has not further comments.  Please see below
for your records.
 
Thanks,
 
Wai
 
From: Tse, Enoch (MECP) <Enoch.Tse@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 3:04 PM
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
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Subject: Re: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station_response table

Hi Wai,

I reviewed the revised documents and also have no further comments at the moment.
Thank you.

Enoch Tse, PhD, P.Eng.

Senior Noise Engineer
Noise Approvals Unit
Environmental Permissions Branch

Divisional Lead
Anti-Racism Action Plan

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Environmental Assessment and Permissions Division
135 St. Clair Avenue West
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5
Tel:  416 716-5067
E-mail:  enoch.tse@ontario.ca

If you have any accommodation needs or require communication supports or
alternate formats, please let me know.

Si vous avez des besoins en matière d’adaptation, ou si vous nécessitez des
aides à la communication ou des médias substituts, veuillez me le faire savoir.

mailto:enoch.tse@ontario.ca


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
To: Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP)
Subject: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Friday, August 30, 2024 2:35:09 PM

Hello,

The ministry’s Adaptation and Resiliency Branch has no further comments.  See
below for your records.

Thanks,

Wai

From: Ajderian, Karin (MECP) <Karin.Ajderian@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 28, 2024 11:52 AM
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Revised Draft EPR - ONTC Northlander Timmins-Porcupine Station_response table

Hi Wai,

ARB has no further comments to provide.

Thank you,
Karin

mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
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mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Saltarelli, Amber
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP); Qiu, Guowang (MECP)
Cc: Soule, Jillian (MTO); Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO); Graham, Shelley (MECP); Krystal Perepeluk; Miljus,

Alexia L; Hadlari, Wai (MECP); Ashberry, Helena; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR
Date: Thursday, August 22, 2024 3:30:45 PM

Received Cindy - thank you.

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2024 3:22 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca>
Cc: Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Graham, Shelley (MECP) <Shelley.Graham@ontario.ca>; Krystal
Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>;
Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
<Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>
Subject: FW: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR

Hello Amber.

Please see comments below from the ministry’s air quality analyst on the draft air
quality assessment report.  Please let me know if a call to clarify any of the comments
being made would be helpful.

Thanks,

Cindy

From: Qiu, Guowang (MECP) <Guowang.Qiu@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2024 3:11 PM
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc: Leith, Carroll (She/Her) (MECP) <Carroll.Leith@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
<Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR

Hi Cindy,

I have reviewed the following documents:
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Draft Air Quality Assessment Report, Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and
Rail Project, Timmins, Ontario, prepared by Treakston Environmental, on behalf
of the Ontario Northland Transportation Commission (Ontario Northland), and
dated July 24, 2024, and
Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report,
Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project, Timmins, Ontario, prepared
by Gannett Fleming, on behalf of the Ontario Northland Transportation
Commission (Ontario Northland), and dated July 26, 2024.

The Draft Air Quality Assessment Report didn’t provide enough information/details
related to each component of the air quality assessment and the report wasn’t
presented as expected. Below is a summary of my comments:

1. Contaminants of Concern. Key pollutants related to transportation air quality
impact assessments are carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen oxide (NOx) with a
focus on NO and NO2, particulate matter (TSP, PM10 and PM2.5), selected
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) (benzene, 1-3 butadiene, formaldehyde,
acetaldehyde and acrolein) and benzo(a)pyrene. However, the air quality impact
assessment included only some pollutants, i.e., NOx, TSP, and benzene. The
list of key pollutants related to transportation mentioned above should all be
included in the air quality impact assessment.

2. Study area. According to the information from the Ministry of Transportations’
Environmental Guide for Assessing and Mitigating the Air Quality Impacts and
Greenhouse Gas Emissions of Provincial Transportation Projects (MINISTRY
OF TRANSPORTATION ENVIRONMENTAL GUIDE FOR ASSESSING AND
MITIGATING THE AIR QUALITY IMPACTS AND GREENHOUSE GAS
EMISSIONS OF PROVINCIAL TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS (prod-
environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com)), “The local air quality impacts are
assumed to be limited to a distance of approximately 500 m from the
transportation facility, in each direction.” Therefore, the study area should cover
the local air quality impacts range, around 500 m from the facility.

3. Section 1.8. The predicted results from the proposed project including
cumulative effects are usually compared with applicable Ontario Ambient Air
Quality Criteria (AAQC) and/or Canadian Ambient Air Quality Standards
(CAAQS) to assess the air quality impacts from the project. Update Table 4 to
include all applicable criteria/standards for all key pollutants with all applicable
averaging periods. In addition, the ministry has updated criteria and standards
for SO2. Please refer to the following link for the updated AAQC: AMBIENT AIR

QUALITY CRITERIA (ontario.ca). In addition to the annual AAQC of 0.45 µg/m3,
the ministry also has a 24-hour AAQC of 2.3 µg/m3 for benzene.

4. Background air quality. Ambient air quality monitoring data from the Ministry of
the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) and National Ambient
Pollution Surveillance (NAPS) program ambient air monitoring stations in
Sudbury, Sault Ste. Marie, North Bay and Toronto were reviewed and maximum
concentrations were used as background concentrations. These stations are far
away from the project site, which may not be an appropriate representative for

https://prod-environmental-registry.s3.amazonaws.com/2020-07/AQGHG%20Guide%20(May%202020).pdf
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the study area. Provide a rationale to explain why ambient air quality monitoring
data from these stations can be used to estimate background air quality for the
study area.
 
As provided in the ministry’s previous comment on the Draft Environmental
Project Report, the 90th percentile of measurements from local and/or regional
air monitoring stations are usually used to establish background air quality for
a time resolution of 24 hours or less. Please add a table to show a statistical
summary of ambient air monitoring data and comparison with applicable
criteria/standards.
 

5. Benzene concentration at the Porcupine Public Health Unit from a Carex
Canada Study in 2011 and the assumption of a 50% reduction over 10 years
were used to estimate the maximum background benzene concentration for the
study area based on the information from the report. It should be noted that the
decrease trends varied by location, from 21% at Ottawa Downtown station to
42% at Sania station, with an average reduction of 41% based on the
measurements from 2010 to 2019 (10-year trends and annual results | Air
Quality in Ontario 2019 Report | ontario.ca). From 2012 to 2021, the annual
mean benzene concentration has decreased by 36% on average (Air Quality in
Ontario 2021 Report | ontario.ca). A reasonable reduction rate should be used
to estimate background benzene concentration if benzene concentration at the
Porcupine Public Health Unit from a Carex Canada Study in 2011 is used.
 
In addition to the annual AAQC, the ministry also has 24-hour AAQC, 2.3
µg/m3 for benzene as mentioned in the previous comment. The Carex Canada
Study (2011) provided predicted annual mean benzene concentrations. 24-
hour background benzene concentration is also required to assess the
cumulative effects.
 

6. Sensitive receptors. It seems the report didn’t provide detailed information of
sensitive receptors in the study area, which could be impacted by the proposed
project. Sensitive receptors within the study area should be identified and
presented in the report.
 

7. Sections 1.4, 1.7 and 3.3. Emissions from industries in the vicinity of the site,
such as Sarjeant Propane, City of Timmins Public Works, Porcupine Machining,
City of Timmins Bob’s Lake Lagoon sewage collection system and City of
Timmins 815 Gervais Street North sewage collection system were identified,
and noise, odour, and dust impacts from these industries were reviewed based
on land use compatibility guideline (D-6). Emissions from these industrial
sources were excluded from the modelling assessment for the proposed project
based on information from the report. If possible, provide more information to
support impacts from these industries are insignificant, for example,
emissions/modelled concentrations from Emission Summary and Dispersion
Modelling (ESDM) reports, and/or complaint reports from these facilities.
 

8. Emissions from nearby roads for the year 2021 and year 2046 were estimated
using the U.S. EPA’s Motor Vehicle Emission Simulator (MOVES4) and
modelled using CALRoads View as indicated in the report. It is unclear whether

https://www.ontario.ca/document/air-quality-ontario-2019-report/10-year-trends-and-annual-results#section-4
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the predicted concentrations shown in the report are for the existing situation
(2021) or the future situation (2046). Considering the Annual Average Daily
Traffic (AADT) near the proposed site, especially the AADT for King Street
based on the information from the Traffic Assessment Report, it is
recommended emissions from nearby roads for the year 2046 be included when
modelling air quality impacts from the proposed project (modelling emissions
from both nearby traffic and the proposed project). In addition, MOVES inputs,
outputs and traffic conditions should be included and presented in the report.
 

9. As the report didn’t provide enough detailed information, it is unclear whether
the proponent followed the MTO’s guide for transportation projects when
assessing impacts from nearby roads, for example, conducting one-hour and
24-hour worst-case analysis and using worst-case meteorological inputs, etc,
even though more detailed traffic information was provided in the Traffic
Assessment Report.
 

10. In addition to emissions from nearby roads, the emission rates estimation for the
key pollutants for the railway station including methods and results should be
described and presented in the report.
 

11. The report doesn’t provide sufficient information about air dispersion modelling,
i.e., meteorological data, terrain data, emission heights, information on
receptors, etc. In addition, NO2 concentrations were reported, it is unclear what
method was used as there are several options available for the conversion of
NOX to NO2 in the AEROMOD.
 

12. In addition to the maximum point of impingement concentration, modelled
results for sensitive receptors should also be provided. In addition to the
isopleth/contour plots, the modelled results including cumulative effects for all
key pollutants should be presented in the tables and compared with applicable
criteria/standards.
 

13. In addition to the operation phase, potential effects from the construction
activities associated with the proposed project should be discussed in the
report, including but not limited to: sources, emissions, potential effects and
mitigation measures, etc.
 

14. The Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report
doesn’t mention the potential air quality effects from the construction activities of
the proposed project. Potential adverse effects to air quality including mitigation
measures during construction should be discussed and included in the Natural
Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report.    
 

15. Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the construction of the Timmins-
Porcupine Station were estimated. The report doesn’t mention a reduction in
carbon sinks due to vegetation removal. The impacts of vegetation removal on
GHG emissions from the proposed project should be discussed in the report. In
addition, Timmins-Porcupine Station GHG emissions from the operations
phases including train service should also be estimated. The estimated GHG
emissions should be compared with the provincial and national totals.



16. There is a typo in the sentence “These industries are considered from a
Guideline D-6 perspective, described in section 1.4, below.” It should be
sections 1.7 and 3.3 instead of section 1.4.

Please let me know if you have any questions or comments.

Thanks,
Guowang



From: Saltarelli, Amber
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP); Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Graham, Jessica; Ashberry, Helena; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Soule, Jillian (MTO);

Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
Subject: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)
Date: Friday, August 9, 2024 2:38:10 PM

Good Afternoon Cindy,

On behalf of ONTC, as a follow up to the comments previously provided by MECP on the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR), ONTC has considered
your feedback and provided responses accordingly within the Revised EPR.  With this in mind,
the following documents have been provided for your review/reference:

Responses to MECP’s comments contained within Table 5-6 of the Revised EPR
(see link below)
Revised Environmental Project Report that reflects updates associated with
comments received from MECP and other review agencies, as applicable
Revised EPR Appendices that reflect updates associated with comments received
from MECP and other review agencies, as applicable

https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-s0522e47d73ef40a387d2b60c721415e5

We kindly request that you review these documents and our responses to your Draft EPR
Comments, and provide confirmation that you have no additional outstanding concerns or
comments related to the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project by no later than September 4,
2024.  If you wish to arrange a meeting with ONTC to discuss any aspect of the Project, please
contact us and we’d be happy to arrange a phone call.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President, Environmental Practice Lead - North America
Gannett Fleming | Royal Bank Plaza, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn | Facebook | Twitter 
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP)
To: Saltarelli, Amber
Cc: Soule, Jillian (MTO); Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO); Graham, Jessica; Krystal Perepeluk; Miljus, Alexia L;

Hadlari, Wai (MECP); Ashberry, Helena; Batista, Cindy (MECP)
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR
Date: Thursday, July 25, 2024 8:03:45 AM

Morning Amber.

Thank you for sharing the air quality report.  It’s now with our air quality analyst for his
review.

Cindy

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 24, 2024 4:41 PM
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Cc: Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Hadlari, Wai
(MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Hi Cindy,

Please find attached the Draft Air Quality Report for Timmins Station TRPAP for MECP’s review.  We
request that you please provide comments by August 22, 2024.

We will also be providing an update to you shortly regarding the workback schedule for the Revised
EPR.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President, Environmental Practice Lead - North America
Gannett Fleming | Royal Bank Plaza, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn | Facebook | Twitter 

mailto:Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca
mailto:Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
mailto:Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gannettfleming.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Ce56ffde1088c471c7d6808dcaca1d0d1%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638575058244255209%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=O3HRLToRpPeL1wnsZRl0TeVYuGkSDmoXlOIdjJhcz7s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fgannett-fleming&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Ce56ffde1088c471c7d6808dcaca1d0d1%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638575058244269901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W70PKBGRyxKo8Ne8Oki30lVn%2BQf3I7HLa15dQdKRx4A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FGannettFleming&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Ce56ffde1088c471c7d6808dcaca1d0d1%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638575058244279901%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lWfejoLBLU2WzUZw%2F5BEXMepe5ft2m2SubHkSih1JRE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fgannettfleming&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Ce56ffde1088c471c7d6808dcaca1d0d1%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638575058244287346%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nvzbd375uPWKmAcRNqSTAH6%2BTxXkXdCYc1sIP0YGVhg%3D&reserved=0


From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca> 
Sent: Monday, July 15, 2024 9:11 AM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP) <Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>;
Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR

Good morning, Amber,

Thank you for sending the response table for the GRT comments on the draft EPR in
advance of the revised draft EPR. We will share the table with the ministry’s
Technical Reviewers and the regional Technical Support Team who provided
comments to the first draft EPR before the updated version is available.  Please
advise if there are changes to the revised draft EPR submission date otherwise we
look forward to receiving it on July 19th. 

Thanks,

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944
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Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 

Northern Region 
435 James Street South 
Suite 331 
Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 
Tel.:  (807) 475-1205 
Fax:  (807) 475-1754 

Ministère de l'Environnement, 
de la Protection de la nature et 
des Parcs  

Région du Nord 
435, rue James sud 
Bureau 331 
Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 
Tél. :     (807) 475-1205 

  Téléc.:  (807) 475-1754 

M E M O R A N D U M May 22, 2024 

TO: Wai Hadlari 
Project Officer 
Environmental Assessment Branch 

FROM: Shawn Kinney 
Hydrogeologist 
Technical Support Section 
Northern Region 

RE: Ontario Northland., Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project 
Environmental Project, Existing Conditions, and Impact Reports 
Lot 8, Concession 4, Whitney Twp., Porcupine (City of Timmins)  
District of Cochrane  

I have examined the documents entitled: 

• “ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT REPORT, DRAFT, Ontario Northland,
Northlander Passenger Rail Service – Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail
Project Assessment Process, Ontario, Canada” Gannett Fleming Canada ULC.,
April 9, 2024.

• NATURAL ENVIRONMENT EXISTING CONDITIONS & IMPACT ASSESSMENT
REPORT, DRAFT, Ontario Northland, Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins-
Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process.” Gannett
Fleming Canada ULC., April 9, 2024.

Based upon the provided information, I give the following comments for your 
consideration. 

• Both supplied documents are silent on existing groundwater conditions within the
study area. Existing soil conditions are similarly not discussed in detail.
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• Neither report supplies a meaningful description of the local groundwater
regime’s current role in supporting pre-existing users and the natural functions of
the ecosystem, or how these factors might constrain or otherwise affect the
proposed activity.

• In lieu of this key information, I cannot confirm that future groundwater takings
associated with the project are unlikely to cause serious harm to human health or
serious and irreversible harm to plant life, animal life or the natural environment.

• The Ministry should not make assurances that it will consider water taking
requests under the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or Permit
to Take Water (PTTW) programs until this information gap is corrected.

• Recommendation: The proponent must supply the currently omitted Section
3.3.7 of the Environmental Project Report (discussion of the existing soil and
groundwater conditions).

• Recommendation: The above-noted section must be prepared and
authenticated by either a registered member of the Association of Professional
Geoscientists of Ontario or a professional engineer who meets the requirements
set out in paragraph 2 of subsection 3 (3) of the Professional Geoscientists Act,
2000.

• Recommendation: The proponent must supply sufficient soil and
hydrogeological information to substantiate that the project will not affect
groundwater resources to a degree that would 1) cause serious harm to human
health or 2) serious and irreversible harm to plant life, animal life or the natural
environment.

Statement of Limitations 

The purpose of the preceding review is to provide advice to the Ministry of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks regarding subsurface conditions based on a 
review of the information provided in the above-referenced documents.  

The conclusions, opinions and recommendations of the reviewer are based on 
information provided by others, except where otherwise noted. The Ministry cannot 
guarantee that the information that is provided by others is accurate or complete. A lack 
of specific comment by the reviewer is not to be construed as endorsing the content or 
views expressed in the reviewed material. 
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ORIGINAL SIGNED BY 

Shawn Kinney, P.Geo. 

SK/sk 

cc. GW 04 06 DC PC (Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station EA
Lot 8, Con 4, Whitney Twp., Porcupine, Cochrane District)

ec. Jacinth Gilliam-Price (A. Surface Water Group Leader) 
Chris Mahon (Water Resources Unit) 
Carroll Leith (Technical Support Section) 
Naomi Howard (Timmins District Office) 
SK # 1-360557106 



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

From: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2024 12:05 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Miljus,
Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR

Hello again.

This email confirms that the ministry’s Conservation and Source
Protection Branch is satisfied with the responses and issues have been
addressed.

Regards,

Cindy



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca> 
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2024 11:26 AM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber
<asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: FW: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Responses to GRT Comments on dEPR_MECP
Wastewater

Good morning,

Please see the ministry’s Sr. Wastewater Engineer has indicated to us that the response on 
item 34 was added without elaborating on the need for application of stormwater 
management application and sewage treatment and effluent disposal plans for the 
development site as per the Ministry’s guiding documents and section 53 of the OWRA. 
Please include this information in the revised dEPR.

Thanks,

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5

https://namedrop.io/waihadlari


From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) 
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2024 9:04 AM 
To: Nizamuddin, Mohammed (MECP) <Mohammed.Nizamuddin@ontario.ca> 
Cc: Kalogo, Youssouf (MECP) <Youssouf.Kalogo@ontario.ca>; Pannu, Fariha (MECP) 
<Fariha.Pannu@ontario.ca>; Zhang, Yuefeng (MECP) <Yuefeng.Zhang@ontario.ca> 

Subject: RE: Dra� Environmental Project Report_ONTC Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on 

Hi Mohammed, 

Thank you for your comments. I will let the proponent regarding the additional studies 
you have recommended. 

Thanks, 

Wai 

Wai Hadlari l Project Officer (hear name) 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
Ministry of Environment, Conserva�on and Parks 
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5 
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca 
Phone: 416-786-4944 

From: Nizamuddin, Mohammed (MECP) <Mohammed.Nizamuddin@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 28, 2024 9:49 AM 
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca> 
Cc: Kalogo, Youssouf (MECP) <Youssouf.Kalogo@ontario.ca>; Pannu, Fariha (MECP) 
<Fariha.Pannu@ontario.ca>; Zhang, Yuefeng (MECP) <Yuefeng.Zhang@ontario.ca> 
Subject: RE: Dra� Environmental Project Report_ONTC Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on 

Hell Wai, 

Looks good to me. Thanks! 

In the approval phase a separate (1) industrial stormwater management plan 
and design and (2) a sanitary sewage system of the Project Areas will be 
required at a minimum. Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any 
questions. 

Mohammed Nizamuddin, M.Eng., P.Eng. 
Senior Wastewater Engineer 
Tel: 416-414-2942|1-800-461-6290 

Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, June 27, 2024 10:01 AM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus,
Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Batista, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: Update on MECP Noise Review

Good morning, Krystal,

Thank you for your patience.  We have received comments from the ministry’s Senior
Noise Engineer  and they have no additional comments at this time.  I’ve attached a
PDF of their correspondence for your records. 

Thanks,

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

https://namedrop.io/waihadlari
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca


From: Tse, Enoch (MECP)
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
Subject: Re: Draft Environmental Project Report_ ONTC Northlander Passenger Rail - EPB EA Noise File #E0017-24
Date: June 26, 2024 3:38:28 PM

Hi Wai,

I have reviewed the attached documents and have no additional comments at this
time. Thank you.

Enoch Tse, PhD, P.Eng.

Senior Noise Engineer
Noise Approvals Unit
Environmental Permissions Branch

Divisional Lead
Anti-Racism Action Plan

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Environmental Assessment and Permissions Division
135 St. Clair Avenue West
Toronto ON  M4V 1P5
Tel:  416 716-5067
E-mail:  enoch.tse@ontario.ca

If you have any accommodation needs or require communication supports or
alternate formats, please let me know.

Si vous avez des besoins en matière d’adaptation, ou si vous nécessitez des
aides à la communication ou des médias substituts, veuillez me le faire savoir.

mailto:Enoch.Tse@ontario.ca
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca


From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) 
Sent: Tuesday, June 25, 2024 9:10 AM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)
<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus,
Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Update on MECP Noise Review

Hi Krystal,

Thank you for your email.  We are hoping to provide something to you by the end of
Wednesday. 

Thanks,

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

From: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Monday, June 24, 2024 4:21 PM
To: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>;
Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>
Subject: Re: Update on MECP Noise Review

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Hi Cindy, 

Wondering if you have heard from the noise reviewer? 
Thanks!
-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
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From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 10:35 AM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: [External] ONTC Timmins-Porcupine Station - Surface Water Review

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Good morning, Krystal,

We have received comments from the ministry’s Surface Water specialist (attached)
for the ONTC – Timmins-Porcupline Station.  Please let me know if you have
additional questions.

Thanks,

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnamedrop.io%2Fwaihadlari&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C0a158672feb6454f995e08dc856e3029%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638531955587107675%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oR%2F0eOZTSOhXJMArH1mtWrV5pRUDwhGg8m6e4sLasgs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
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MEMORANDUM                                                                                          June 5, 2024 


          


TO: Wai Hadlari 
 Project Officer 
 Environmental Assessment Branch                                                                                


 
FROM: Eric Grimm 


Surface Water Specialist 
Northern Region Technical Support 


 
RE: ECHO Support Request 1-360815349; ONTC Northlander 


Passenger Rail – Timmins-Porcupine Station project: Surface 
Water Review 
 


INTRODUCTION 
As requested, we have reviewed the supporting documentation submitted regarding the 
proposed Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins-Porcupine Station project. I have considered 
the surface water related components of the following documents as part of my review:  
 


1. ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT REPORT, DRAFT, Ontario Northland, Northlander 
Passenger Rail Service – Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project Assessment 
Process, Ontario, Canada” Gannett Fleming Canada ULC., April 9, 2024. 
 


2. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT EXISTING CONDITIONS & IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
REPORT, DRAFT, Ontario Northland, Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins-Porcupine 
Station Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process.” Gannett Fleming Canada ULC., 
April 9, 2024. 


 
An environmental assessment (EA) study is required for this project under Ontario Regulation 
231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024); specifically 
following the Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (TRPAP) 


The purpose of the EA supporting documentation was to provide a systematic evaluation of the 
potential environmental effects of the project and assess the advantages and disadvantages of 
proceeding with the proposed undertaking. The purpose of this review was to assess the 
adequacy of the draft EA supporting documentation to characterize existing environmental 
conditions and assess potential surface water related environmental impacts associated with 
the construction and operation of the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station project.  


 
 
 
 
 


 
 
Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 
435 James Street South 
Suite 331 
Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 
Tel.:  807 475-1656 
Cell: 807 707-6277 
Fax:  807 475-1754 


 
 
 
Ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs 
435, rue James sud 
Bureau 331 
Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 
Tél. :     807 475-1656 
Cell:     807 707-6277 
Téléc. : 807 475-1754 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The Ontario Northland Transportation Commission is an agency of the Province of Ontario 
responsible for public transport in northern Ontario. The project will involve the construction of a 
new train station for the Ontario Northland train route within the City of Timmins. 
 
The proposed station location is approximately 400m from Bob’s Lake, 1km from Porcupine 
Lake, and 750m from the Porcupine River.  
 
The proponent has indicated that an erosion and sediment control (ESC) plan will be prepared 
and implemented in advance of construction work as per Ministry guidance found in the 
Stormwater Management Planning and Design Manual (MECP, 2003).  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The construction and operation of this site will increase the quantity of sanitary sewage being 
treated and subsequently discharged by the City of Timmins from their Whitney Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) site.  
 
A previously completed surface water review (Dubois, 2011) indicates that the Porcupine River 
is the receiver for effluent discharge from the WWTP, and that the portion of the river 
downstream of Porcupine Lake is considered a Policy 2 receiver with respect to total 
phosphorus (TP), as concentrations exceed the provincial water quality objective (PWQO).  
 
A mixing zone, as defined in the Ministry’s Water Management Policies, is not applicable to a 
Policy 2 receiver. Unless significant additional dilution is available in the downstream 
environment (i.e. tributaries contributing substantial flow to the system), contaminant 
concentrations downstream of an effluent discharge cannot meet PWQOs or background 
conditions if the effluent contains higher than background concentrations of a contaminant. 
 
If the Environmental Approvals Branch (Approvals) and the Wastewater Engineers 
therein determine the possible flow increase resulting from the construction and 
operation of this facility is acceptable, the possible impacts of increased flows and 
phosphorus loading to the Porcupine River should be considered.  
 
At this time there is not sufficient information in the form of possible flow increases to provide 
further guidance from a surface water perspective, however additional discussion can be had 
with Approvals and the District Office as needed.  
 
General Requirements for Development in Ontario 
 
Any prospective water taking must be carried out in compliance with the conditions for 
registration on the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or a Permit to Take 
Water (PTTW) as applicable. If dewatering for foundations is required, excavation dewatering 
must not be discharged into any surface water feature. Mitigation measures such as filter fabric 
on inlet pump head and/or straw bale/filter fabric device or equivalent should be utilized to 
minimize sediment transport during excavation/construction dewatering.   
 
Consideration should be given far enough in advance to allow enough time to prepare and 
submit applications to the MECP for PTTWs and/or ECAs if required. This is especially 
important where surface water and hydrogeological technical studies are required. 
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Mitigation measures must remain in place until final rehabilitation of temporary work areas is 
completed. Similarly, mitigation measures are required at construction and/or laydown sites until 
they are remediated or reclaimed to minimize the potential for off-site movement of sediment-
laden water and any contaminant toward any surface water feature. Stormwater management 
during the construction phase must also be designed to effectively mitigate stormwater runoff. 
 
 
CLOSURE AND STATEMENT OF LIMITATIONS 


If you have any questions regarding the above comments, do not hesitate to contact me. The 
purpose of the preceding review is to provide advice to the Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks regarding surface water conditions based on a review of the 
information provided in the above referenced documents. The conclusions, opinions and 
recommendations of the reviewer are based on information provided by others. The Ministry 
cannot guarantee that the information that has been provided by others is accurate or complete. 
A lack of specific comment by the reviewer is not to be construed as endorsing the content or 
views expressed in the reviewed material. 


 


 
 
Eric Grimm 
Surface Water Specialist 
Northern Region Technical Support 
 
Cc: Jacinth Gilliam-Price, A/Surface Water Group Leader/Surface Water Specialist  


Chris Mahon, Water Resources Supervisor  
 Carroll Leith, Technical Support Section Manager 
 Shawn Kinney, Groundwater Group Leader/Hydrogeologist 
 
 
References: 
 


• MECP Stormwater Management Planning and Design Manual. 2003.  
 


• Surface Water Review of the City of Timmins, Whitney-Tisdale Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP) Receiving Water Assessment for Phosphorous Removal (IDS Reference No. 6847-
8BCMHN) dated January 4, 2011, prepared by SWS Nadine Dubois and addressed to Sr EO 
Daryl Firlotte.  


 





		INTRODUCTION





[Page 1 of 3] 
 

MEMORANDUM                                                                                          June 5, 2024 

          

TO: Wai Hadlari 
 Project Officer 
 Environmental Assessment Branch                                                                                

 
FROM: Eric Grimm 

Surface Water Specialist 
Northern Region Technical Support 

 
RE: ECHO Support Request 1-360815349; ONTC Northlander 

Passenger Rail – Timmins-Porcupine Station project: Surface 
Water Review 
 

INTRODUCTION 
As requested, we have reviewed the supporting documentation submitted regarding the 
proposed Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins-Porcupine Station project. I have considered 
the surface water related components of the following documents as part of my review:  
 

1. ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT REPORT, DRAFT, Ontario Northland, Northlander 
Passenger Rail Service – Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project Assessment 
Process, Ontario, Canada” Gannett Fleming Canada ULC., April 9, 2024. 
 

2. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT EXISTING CONDITIONS & IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
REPORT, DRAFT, Ontario Northland, Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins-Porcupine 
Station Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process.” Gannett Fleming Canada ULC., 
April 9, 2024. 

 
An environmental assessment (EA) study is required for this project under Ontario Regulation 
231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024); specifically 
following the Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (TRPAP) 

The purpose of the EA supporting documentation was to provide a systematic evaluation of the 
potential environmental effects of the project and assess the advantages and disadvantages of 
proceeding with the proposed undertaking. The purpose of this review was to assess the 
adequacy of the draft EA supporting documentation to characterize existing environmental 
conditions and assess potential surface water related environmental impacts associated with 
the construction and operation of the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station project.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 
435 James Street South 
Suite 331 
Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 
Tel.:  807 475-1656 
Cell: 807 707-6277 
Fax:  807 475-1754 

 
 
 
Ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs 
435, rue James sud 
Bureau 331 
Thunder Bay ON  P7E 6S7 
Tél. :     807 475-1656 
Cell:     807 707-6277 
Téléc. : 807 475-1754 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The Ontario Northland Transportation Commission is an agency of the Province of Ontario 
responsible for public transport in northern Ontario. The project will involve the construction of a 
new train station for the Ontario Northland train route within the City of Timmins. 
 
The proposed station location is approximately 400m from Bob’s Lake, 1km from Porcupine 
Lake, and 750m from the Porcupine River.  
 
The proponent has indicated that an erosion and sediment control (ESC) plan will be prepared 
and implemented in advance of construction work as per Ministry guidance found in the 
Stormwater Management Planning and Design Manual (MECP, 2003).  
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The construction and operation of this site will increase the quantity of sanitary sewage being 
treated and subsequently discharged by the City of Timmins from their Whitney Wastewater 
Treatment Plant (WWTP) site.  
 
A previously completed surface water review (Dubois, 2011) indicates that the Porcupine River 
is the receiver for effluent discharge from the WWTP, and that the portion of the river 
downstream of Porcupine Lake is considered a Policy 2 receiver with respect to total 
phosphorus (TP), as concentrations exceed the provincial water quality objective (PWQO).  
 
A mixing zone, as defined in the Ministry’s Water Management Policies, is not applicable to a 
Policy 2 receiver. Unless significant additional dilution is available in the downstream 
environment (i.e. tributaries contributing substantial flow to the system), contaminant 
concentrations downstream of an effluent discharge cannot meet PWQOs or background 
conditions if the effluent contains higher than background concentrations of a contaminant. 
 
If the Environmental Approvals Branch (Approvals) and the Wastewater Engineers 
therein determine the possible flow increase resulting from the construction and 
operation of this facility is acceptable, the possible impacts of increased flows and 
phosphorus loading to the Porcupine River should be considered.  
 
At this time there is not sufficient information in the form of possible flow increases to provide 
further guidance from a surface water perspective, however additional discussion can be had 
with Approvals and the District Office as needed.  
 
General Requirements for Development in Ontario 
 
Any prospective water taking must be carried out in compliance with the conditions for 
registration on the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry (EASR) or a Permit to Take 
Water (PTTW) as applicable. If dewatering for foundations is required, excavation dewatering 
must not be discharged into any surface water feature. Mitigation measures such as filter fabric 
on inlet pump head and/or straw bale/filter fabric device or equivalent should be utilized to 
minimize sediment transport during excavation/construction dewatering.   
 
Consideration should be given far enough in advance to allow enough time to prepare and 
submit applications to the MECP for PTTWs and/or ECAs if required. This is especially 
important where surface water and hydrogeological technical studies are required. 
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Mitigation measures must remain in place until final rehabilitation of temporary work areas is 
completed. Similarly, mitigation measures are required at construction and/or laydown sites until 
they are remediated or reclaimed to minimize the potential for off-site movement of sediment-
laden water and any contaminant toward any surface water feature. Stormwater management 
during the construction phase must also be designed to effectively mitigate stormwater runoff. 
 
 
CLOSURE AND STATEMENT OF LIMITATIONS 

If you have any questions regarding the above comments, do not hesitate to contact me. The 
purpose of the preceding review is to provide advice to the Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks regarding surface water conditions based on a review of the 
information provided in the above referenced documents. The conclusions, opinions and 
recommendations of the reviewer are based on information provided by others. The Ministry 
cannot guarantee that the information that has been provided by others is accurate or complete. 
A lack of specific comment by the reviewer is not to be construed as endorsing the content or 
views expressed in the reviewed material. 

 

 
 
Eric Grimm 
Surface Water Specialist 
Northern Region Technical Support 
 
Cc: Jacinth Gilliam-Price, A/Surface Water Group Leader/Surface Water Specialist  

Chris Mahon, Water Resources Supervisor  
 Carroll Leith, Technical Support Section Manager 
 Shawn Kinney, Groundwater Group Leader/Hydrogeologist 
 
 
References: 
 

• MECP Stormwater Management Planning and Design Manual. 2003.  
 

• Surface Water Review of the City of Timmins, Whitney-Tisdale Wastewater Treatment Plant 
(WWTP) Receiving Water Assessment for Phosphorous Removal (IDS Reference No. 6847-
8BCMHN) dated January 4, 2011, prepared by SWS Nadine Dubois and addressed to Sr EO 
Daryl Firlotte.  

 



From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2024 8:58 AM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: [External] Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station_SARB
comments

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Good morning, Krystal,

Please find attached comments from ministry’s Species at Risk Branch technical
reviewer for the ONTC Timmins-Porcupine Station project. 

Thanks,

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnamedrop.io%2Fwaihadlari&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C91a4fc207d204a84f88808dc80aa5075%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638526716215877526%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vL4f27Uz63n1xJXcUhCoFdiMkk6IApWYldBaNy0cPPM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca



MECP Species at Risk Branch  


Comment Table 


Project Name:  Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment (Class EA) 


Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report (Draft)   


Project Proponent:  Ontario Northland   


MECP SARB Commenter Name and Job Title: Lindsay McColm, Northern Species at Risk Specialist   


 


Comment 
# 


Reference to 
Section 


Comments & Rationale 


1 Photo 
Appendix 


It does not appear that field surveys were undertaken that were specific to any particular species at risk.  
Photo 12 and Photo 13 appear to show mature trees that species at risk bats such as little brown myotis and northern myotis may select 
for roosting during the active season (May 1 to Aug 31).  It is not clear from the report whether these trees will be removed during site 
clearing, but if they are, MECP SARB is recommending that clearing occur outside of the active season. If this cannot be avoided, it is 
possible that further surveys specific to SAR bats and a possible authorization under the ESA may be required.    
 
Similarly, Photo 4 appear to contain trees that may be larger than 10 cm diameter at breast height making them possible candidate trees 
for SAR bat roosting habitat. It is not clear from the report whether these trees will be removed during site clearing, but if they are, MECP 
SARB is recommending that clearing occur outside of the active season. If this cannot be avoided, it is possible that further surveys 
specific to SAR bats and a possible authorization under the ESA may be required. 
 


2 Table 6 and 
page vii 


It is currently understood that the Proponent plans to undertake vegetation removal outside of the breeding bird sensitive time period 
(May 1 to Aug 31). However, there are references to performing nest sweeps if vegetation and tree clearing must occur within the 
breeding bird sensitive time period.  If vegetation/tree removal occurs within the breeding bird sensitive time period, nest sweeps prior to 
vegetation/tree removal activities are generally not considered sufficient mitigation to avoid the need for an ESA authorization if SAR are 
present.   
 
If the proponent must clear vegetation/trees within the breeding bird sensitive time period, MECP SARB recommends that short-eared 
owl (SEOW) and eastern whip-poor-will (EWPW)* be considered in more detail for this project site. These species have a medium 
likelihood of being present on site based on multiple observations east and west of the site available on eBird and iNaturalist.  See 
comment below about EWPW and the potential changes to its status on the Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) list in context of project 
timelines (i.e. project commencement after Jan 31, 2025, EWPW may not be relevant from an ESA perspective) 


3 General A note that the 2023 Annual Report by the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO) is now available as required 
under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA), and a bulletin has been posted to the Environmental Registry of Ontario. Included in 



https://www.ontario.ca/page/2023-annual-report-committee-status-species-risk-ontario-cossaro

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-8295





COSSARO’s 2023 Annual Report is the downlisting of Eastern Whip-poor-will to Special Concern and the listing of three bat species 
(Eastern Red Bat, Hoary Bat, Silver-haired Bat) as Endangered. In accordance with the ESA, the Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) List (O. 
Reg. 230/08) will be amended to reflect the species assessments included in the COSSARO report, within one year from the date the 
report was received by the Minister, on or before January 31, 2025. In accordance with the provisions of the ESA, species that have been 
reclassified as Special Concern will no longer receive protections under the ESA and newly listed Endangered species will receive 
automatic species and general habitat protection under the ESA upon listing. However, it should be noted that although the COSSARO 
report includes recommendations for (re)classification of species under the ESA, there is no guarantee these recommendations will be 
accepted until the SARO list is officially amended to reflect the changes.  
MECP SARB recommends that the proponent check the Environmental Registry of Ontario for notices of SARO amendments in January 
2025 as this may influence an ESA authorization, if any, for the project with respect to impacts to members of a SAR bat species, impacts 
to bat maternity roost habitat, and/or other SAR.  
 


 



https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080230





MECP Species at Risk Branch  

Comment Table 

Project Name:  Northlander Passenger Rail – Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment (Class EA) 

Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report (Draft)   

Project Proponent:  Ontario Northland   

MECP SARB Commenter Name and Job Title: Lindsay McColm, Northern Species at Risk Specialist   

 

Comment 
# 

Reference to 
Section 

Comments & Rationale 

1 Photo 
Appendix 

It does not appear that field surveys were undertaken that were specific to any particular species at risk.  
Photo 12 and Photo 13 appear to show mature trees that species at risk bats such as little brown myotis and northern myotis may select 
for roosting during the active season (May 1 to Aug 31).  It is not clear from the report whether these trees will be removed during site 
clearing, but if they are, MECP SARB is recommending that clearing occur outside of the active season. If this cannot be avoided, it is 
possible that further surveys specific to SAR bats and a possible authorization under the ESA may be required.    
 
Similarly, Photo 4 appear to contain trees that may be larger than 10 cm diameter at breast height making them possible candidate trees 
for SAR bat roosting habitat. It is not clear from the report whether these trees will be removed during site clearing, but if they are, MECP 
SARB is recommending that clearing occur outside of the active season. If this cannot be avoided, it is possible that further surveys 
specific to SAR bats and a possible authorization under the ESA may be required. 
 

2 Table 6 and 
page vii 

It is currently understood that the Proponent plans to undertake vegetation removal outside of the breeding bird sensitive time period 
(May 1 to Aug 31). However, there are references to performing nest sweeps if vegetation and tree clearing must occur within the 
breeding bird sensitive time period.  If vegetation/tree removal occurs within the breeding bird sensitive time period, nest sweeps prior to 
vegetation/tree removal activities are generally not considered sufficient mitigation to avoid the need for an ESA authorization if SAR are 
present.   
 
If the proponent must clear vegetation/trees within the breeding bird sensitive time period, MECP SARB recommends that short-eared 
owl (SEOW) and eastern whip-poor-will (EWPW)* be considered in more detail for this project site. These species have a medium 
likelihood of being present on site based on multiple observations east and west of the site available on eBird and iNaturalist.  See 
comment below about EWPW and the potential changes to its status on the Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) list in context of project 
timelines (i.e. project commencement after Jan 31, 2025, EWPW may not be relevant from an ESA perspective) 

3 General A note that the 2023 Annual Report by the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO) is now available as required 
under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA), and a bulletin has been posted to the Environmental Registry of Ontario. Included in 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/2023-annual-report-committee-status-species-risk-ontario-cossaro
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-8295


COSSARO’s 2023 Annual Report is the downlisting of Eastern Whip-poor-will to Special Concern and the listing of three bat species 
(Eastern Red Bat, Hoary Bat, Silver-haired Bat) as Endangered. In accordance with the ESA, the Species at Risk in Ontario (SARO) List (O. 
Reg. 230/08) will be amended to reflect the species assessments included in the COSSARO report, within one year from the date the 
report was received by the Minister, on or before January 31, 2025. In accordance with the provisions of the ESA, species that have been 
reclassified as Special Concern will no longer receive protections under the ESA and newly listed Endangered species will receive 
automatic species and general habitat protection under the ESA upon listing. However, it should be noted that although the COSSARO 
report includes recommendations for (re)classification of species under the ESA, there is no guarantee these recommendations will be 
accepted until the SARO list is officially amended to reflect the changes.  
MECP SARB recommends that the proponent check the Environmental Registry of Ontario for notices of SARO amendments in January 
2025 as this may influence an ESA authorization, if any, for the project with respect to impacts to members of a SAR bat species, impacts 
to bat maternity roost habitat, and/or other SAR.  
 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/080230


From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, May 22, 2024 2:55 PM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>
Subject: [External] RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Hi Krystal,

Please find attached comments from the ministry’s Adaptation and Resilience Branch
for the Timmins-Porcupine Station. 

Thanks,

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnamedrop.io%2Fwaihadlari&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C0e041028184e42aea6c908dc7a9638c4%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638520033328854874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PnLrOFLy1baI2QpvjM%2Bh45WqYrKtXBbYw%2Bww796s6kE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca

					22 May 2024

Comments Table



Proposal: Draft Environmental Project Report ONTC Northlander Passenger Rail Service – Timmins-Porcupine Station



Proponent: Ontario Northland  



Commenter Name: Karin Ajderian, Policy Advisor, Adaptation and Resiliency Branch 





		Comment #

		Document  Section and page number)

		Page #

		Comment (May 22, 2024) 

		Proponent Response

(MMM DD, YYYY)



		1

		Throughout the document 

		

		Overall comment: The report does not consider future changes in climate and the potential impacts of a changing climate on the project. These considerations should be made throughout the report where appropriate.



To assist the proponent with addressing this issue, MECP is pleased to suggest the following resources: 



· Ontario’s MECP’s guide on considering climate change in the environmental assessment process, 2017 to integrate considerations of climate change in identifying environmental components, identifying consideration of alternatives, and describing potential effects of the undertaking

· Ontario Provincial Climate Change Impact Assessment (PCCIA) Technical Report, 2023, a regional and sector-based climate change impact assessment to support informed decisions that address regional and sector-specific impacts of climate change.  



Other resources and data sources include:

· Ontario Climate Change Data Portal

· Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Climate Atlas of Canada and 

· Canadian Climate Data and Scenarios.



		



		2

		2.4.1 Site Servicing

		p. 23

		This section indicates anticipated localized runoff volumes. When calculating the specific runoff volumes for different localized areas within the site, consider using data  from the Ontario Climate Change Data Portal . This could help incorporate climate change impacts into the evaluation of pre- and post-development runoff volumes to assess the potential impacts of stormwater runoff. 



Note: While climate change impacts are not considered, the proponent plans on using green infrastructure as a mitigation measure for increased runoff, such as bio-retention swales, and/or LID. 



		



		3

		2.5.1 Timmins-Porcupine Station (Operations + Maintenance) 

		27

		This section discusses the need for regular platform maintenance, including the inspections to determine how platform deteriorates over time as a result of environmental factors such as rain, snow, ice, wind, and effects of salting. 



 The proponent is encouraged to consider the increased impact of climate change (i.e., changes in temperature, precipitation, extreme weather event frequency) on the environmental factors that will contribute to all aspects of the project including platform deterioration.





		



		4

		3.2.1.1 Methodology of natural environment, data gathering

		p.31

		Consider supplementing this section with climate data sources (listed in comment 1) to support the report with climate change considerations.

		



		5

		4.10 Stormwater Management/Drainage

		p.61

		This section recognizes that the proposed project will result in increases to impervious areas, with potential effects to water quantity and quality, and potential alterations to local drainage systems. A SWM assessment with mitigation measures (if required) is being completed. 

Proponent is encouraged to base the related analysis on data that takes into account f the impacts of climate change. 



. 
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Comments Table 
 
Proposal: Draft Environmental Project Report ONTC Northlander Passenger Rail Service – Timmins-Porcupine Station 
 
Proponent: Ontario Northland   
 
Commenter Name: Karin Ajderian, Policy Advisor, Adaptation and Resiliency Branch  
 
 

Comment # Document  Section 
and page number) Page # Comment (May 22, 2024)  Proponent Response 

(MMM DD, YYYY) 

1 

Throughout the 
document  

 Overall comment: The report does not consider future changes in 
climate and the potential impacts of a changing climate on the project. 
These considerations should be made throughout the report where 
appropriate. 
 
To assist the proponent with addressing this issue, MECP is pleased to 
suggest the following resources:  
 

• Ontario’s MECP’s guide on considering climate change in the 
environmental assessment process, 2017 to integrate 
considerations of climate change in identifying environmental 
components, identifying consideration of alternatives, and 
describing potential effects of the undertaking 

• Ontario Provincial Climate Change Impact Assessment (PCCIA) 
Technical Report, 2023, a regional and sector-based climate 
change impact assessment to support informed decisions that 
address regional and sector-specific impacts of climate change.   

 
Other resources and data sources include: 

• Ontario Climate Change Data Portal 
• Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Climate Atlas of 

Canada and  
• Canadian Climate Data and Scenarios. 

 

 

2 2.4.1 Site Servicing p. 23 This section indicates anticipated localized runoff volumes. When 
calculating the specific runoff volumes for different localized areas within  

https://www.ontario.ca/page/considering-climate-change-environmental-assessment-process
https://www.ontario.ca/page/considering-climate-change-environmental-assessment-process
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2023-08/mecp-ontario-provincial-climate-change-impact-assessment-en-2023-08-17.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/files/2023-08/mecp-ontario-provincial-climate-change-impact-assessment-en-2023-08-17.pdf
http://ontarioccdp.ca/
https://climateatlas.ca/
https://climateatlas.ca/
https://climate-scenarios.canada.ca/?page=main
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Comment # Document  Section 
and page number) Page # Comment (May 22, 2024)  Proponent Response 

(MMM DD, YYYY) 

the site, consider using data  from the Ontario Climate Change Data 
Portal . This could help incorporate climate change impacts into the 
evaluation of pre- and post-development runoff volumes to assess the 
potential impacts of stormwater runoff.  

 
Note: While climate change impacts are not considered, the proponent 
plans on using green infrastructure as a mitigation measure for increased 
runoff, such as bio-retention swales, and/or LID.  
 

3 

2.5.1 Timmins-
Porcupine Station 
(Operations + 
Maintenance)  

27 This section discusses the need for regular platform maintenance, 
including the inspections to determine how platform deteriorates over 
time as a result of environmental factors such as rain, snow, ice, wind, 
and effects of salting.  
 
 The proponent is encouraged to consider the increased impact of climate 
change (i.e., changes in temperature, precipitation, extreme weather 
event frequency) on the environmental factors that will contribute to all 
aspects of the project including platform deterioration. 
 
 

 

4 
3.2.1.1 Methodology of 
natural environment, 
data gathering 

p.31 Consider supplementing this section with climate data sources (listed in 
comment 1) to support the report with climate change considerations.  

5 

4.10 Stormwater 
Management/Drainage 

p.61 This section recognizes that the proposed project will result in increases 
to impervious areas, with potential effects to water quantity and quality, 
and potential alterations to local drainage systems. A SWM assessment 
with mitigation measures (if required) is being completed.  
Proponent is encouraged to base the related analysis on data that takes 
into account f the impacts of climate change.  
 
.  

 

http://ontarioccdp.ca/
http://ontarioccdp.ca/


  
Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks 
 
 
Environmental Assessment Branch 
 
1st Floor 
135 St. Clair Avenue W 
Toronto ON M4V 1P5 
Tel.:  416 314-8001 
Fax.: 416 314-8452 

Ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs 
 
Direction des évaluations 
environnementales 
 
Rez-de-chaussée 
135, avenue St. Clair Ouest 
Toronto ON M4V 1P5 
Tél. : 416 314-8001 
Téléc. : 416 314-8452

 
May 17, 2024 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Krystal Perepeluk  

Director Passenger Rail 
  Ontario Northland 
 
FROM: Cindy Batista, Special Project Officer 
  Environmental Assessment Services Section  
 
RE:  Draft Environmental Project Report for the Northlander Passenger Rail 

Service – Timmins-Porcupine Station 
                 
 
The ministry has completed its review of the draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) 
for the Ontario Northland’s (the proponent) Timmins-Porcupine Station (the project), 
received by the ministry on April 12, 2024. 
 
The review was carried out to determine whether the draft EPR meets the expectations 
set forth in the ministry’s Guide to Ontario’s Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (Transit Guide) and the requirements set forth in the Transit and Rail Project 
Assessment Process regulation (Transit and Rail Process Regulation) (O.Reg.231/08). 
 
Please find Environmental Assessment Branch comments below: 
 
General 

1. In the ‘Acronyms, Abbreviations & Measurements Units’ table (page 11) and 
several other places of the draft EPR (e.g., Section 1.2.2 Project Proponent), 
the process and regulation are referred to as the ‘Transit and Rail Projects 
Assessment’ when it should be ‘Transit and Rail Project Assessment’.  
Please correct typo. 



2 
 

2. In the ‘Glossary of Terms’ table (page 15), under the term ‘Statement of 
Completion’, it states ‘MECP Environmental Approvals Branch’, the correct 
branch name is Environmental Assessment Branch. Please revise. 
 

3. Various relevant sections are incomplete throughout the draft EPR.  For 
example, sections 3.2.6, 3.3.6, 3.3.7, 4.9, 4.10, 4.11, 4.13.6, 4.13.7, 4.13.8, 
5.2.3, 5.2.5, and 5.3.  These sections will need to be completed for ministry’s 
review before finalizing the EPR.  

Air Quality 

4. As communicated in the ministry’s April 24, 2024, email, an air quality 
assessment report is required for the project. Please share a draft report 
with the ministry as soon as it is available and update the EPR accordingly 
to discuss the findings of the study. Please also revise Sections 3 and 4 of 
the draft EPR to include a discussion on the air quality assessment study. 

Climate Change 
 

5. The draft EPR is missing a discussion on climate change considerations 
both in the context of the potential effects of the project on climate change 
(climate change mitigation) and the potential effects of climate change on 
the project (climate change adaptation). You may refer to the ministry’s 
guideline on climate change for additional information here. Please revise 
the EPR accordingly to include climate change considerations. 

Source Water Protection 

6. Projects that are subject to the Environmental Assessment Act (EAA) that 
fall under a Class EA, or one of the Regulations, have the potential to impact 
sources of drinking water if they occur in designated vulnerable areas in the 
vicinity of other at-risk drinking water systems (i.e., systems that are not 
municipal residential systems), and source protection plan policies could 
apply. The draft EPR does not include a discussion on source water 
protection, and this should be included. On May 15th, 2024, EAB shared 
more detailed comments from ministry’s Conservation and Source 
Protection Branch for review and response. 

Project Study Area 
 

7. The terms study area, “TRPAP study area”, ‘Timmins-Porcupine Station 
study area’, and ‘project study area’ are used interchangeably throughout 
the draft EPR. Do they refer to the same area as the ‘preliminary EA study 
area’ as depicted in Figure 2-1? The term used to describe the project study 

mailto:https://www.ontario.ca/page/considering-climate-change-environmental-assessment-process
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area should be consistent throughout the EPR and correspond to the 
boundaries delineated in mapping when referring to the project study area. 

 
Section 1.0 

 
8. Section 1.3.1 (page 22) refers to Schedule 1 of the Transit and Rail Process 

Regulation. The Transit and Rail Process Regulation (as amended in 
February 2024) no longer includes ‘Schedule 1’. Transit projects are now 
designated under Part III of Ontario Regulation 50/24 (Part II. 3 – 
Designations and Exemptions Regulation) of the EAA. Please update this 
section of the EPR with reference to the new regulation under the EAA. 
 

9. Figure 1-3: Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process shows that the final 
EPR is posted after the 30-day review period following the issuance of the 
Notice of Completion. As per the Transit and Rail Process Regulation, the 
final EPR is posted together with the Notice of Completion. Please refer to 
section 3.2.5 of the Transit Guide. If changes are required after the final 
EPR, please discuss with ministry as changes can only be made through an 
erratum or as agreed to by the ministry. Figure 1-3: Transit & Rail Project 
Assessment Process does not depict the process as per the Transit and Rail 
Process Regulation. The process depicted in this figure is customized for the 
project and attempts to demonstrate some aspects of the regulated process. 
It is strongly suggested that the figure clarify this distinction. If the proponent 
wishes to include a figure that describes the regulated process, it may do so 
by directly adding Figure 1 found in the Transit Guide into the EPR.  

 
Section 2.0 

 
10. In ‘Table 1-1: Proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Elements’ it lists a bus 

storage and maintenance facility as part of the ‘Project Component’ and the 
‘Description’ states the following: Protecting for land that may be required for 
potential future construction of a Bus Storage & Maintenance Facility. 
 
The project title is the Timmins-Porcupine Station and the purpose of the 
project, as per the draft EPR, is to build a new rail station in the city that will 
operate as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service. The 
purpose in the draft EPR does not refer to a bus storage and maintenance 
facility. A bus station and the maintenance facility are different facilities with 
different purposes, so it is unclear to the ministry why it is considered as an 
element of the Timmins-Porcupine Station. Furthermore, the draft EPR 
provides for an impact assessment and mitigation on the Timmins-Porcupine 
Station, however, the impact assessment for the bus storage and 
maintenance facility is incomplete.  Please revise the EPR accordingly. 
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11. To do an addendum to the EPR, the bus storage and maintenance facility 
should be part of the Timmins-Porcupine Station project. It is noted that 
under the EAA, a bus storage and maintenance facility is a designated 
project and therefore the process as per the Transit and Rail Process 
Regulation must be followed. The EPR, in addition to showing the proposed 
location of the facility, facility components should be described as well.  The 
EPR should also provide an overview of some the expected potential effects 
and standard mitigation measures of the bus storage and maintenance 
facility. The EPR should include a commitment to undertake an Addendum 
for this facility. Please note, the addendum consultation process is limited, 
so the proponent should consider whether additional consultation for this 
facility may be necessary.  
 
Ministry staff would like to meet with the proponent to learn more about the 
future bus storage and maintenance facility. 
 

12. Section 2.4.2 (Page 35) and Table 2-3 of the draft EPR states ‘property 
requirements will be further reviewed as the design progresses. If required, 
the proponent will proceed with property acquisition.” This section is meant 
to describe potential project impacts and it is incomplete. The proponent will 
have to share this section of the report for ministry review before finalizing 
the EPR. 
 

13. Further to comment 7, Section 2.4.2 also states “It should be noted that 
properties with negligible encroachments were not listed, as it is anticipated 
that reasonable engineering solutions can be established at detailed design 
to address/avoid property impacts wherever feasible.”  Please define the 
criteria used to determine ‘negligible’ encroachment and the activities that 
will occur in these areas. 
 

Section 3.0 
 
14. Section 3.2.1.3 states that the project study area is within an area regulated 

by the Mattagami Region Conservation Authority (MRCA) and consultation 
with this conservation authority may be required. The ministry understands 
that the proponent did share a draft EPR with MRCA. The ministry would like 
to obtain a copy of MRCA’s comments on the draft EPR as soon as they 
provide comments. As per page 45 of the Transit Guide, proponents should 
address issues raised by any regulatory agency before releasing the final 
EPR for review (when the Notice of Completion is published). The 
Conservation Authority’s comments are particularly important as they deal 
with matters of provincial importance and the ministry needs to confirm there 
are no outstanding issues in this regard. As such, the EAB will be requesting 
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‘sign-off’ from all commenting regulatory agencies from the proponent before 
posting the Notice of Completion. 

 
15. Please include the conclusions and recommendations of the Stage 1 

archaeological assessment in Section 3.2.4.2 of the draft EPR.   
 

16. Section 3.3.3 of the draft EPR states “The study area does not feature any 
structure or areas believed to have CHVI.” Please provide MCM comments 
that support this conclusion. As per comment 13 above, we will require  
sign-off from MCM for heritage and archaeology before the EPR is finalized. 

 
17. Section 3.3.4: This section indicates the Timmins-Porcupine station study 

area exhibits evidence of disturbance.  The section further states that 
“forested lands east of the railway north of Highway 101/King Street retain 
archaeological potential and will require Stage 2 test pit survey if impacted 
by the project designs.”  It is unclear why a Stage 2 archaeological 
assessment is optional when the wooded area is within the ‘preliminary EA 
study area’.  Please clarify and revise the report accordingly.   

 
Section 4.0 

 
18. Section 4.3: The Impact Assessment Criteria table does not include any air 

quality criteria as an environmental factor for evaluating potential effects 
associated with the project. Please provide a summary and discussions on 
air quality impacts from both construction activities (dust and air emission), 
operations and associated mitigation measures, and monitoring activities in 
the EPR.   

 
19. Section 4.7 in the draft EPR states “Based on review and field review, the 

proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station does not retain any archaeological 
potential.”  However, according to Section 3.3.4 of the draft EPR, Stage 2 
archaeological assessment is recommended.  Please clarify and revise the 
report accordingly. 

 
Section 5.0  

 
20.  The draft EPR did not include the names of the Indigenous communities 

that have been consulted or engaged for this project. At minimum, the EPR 
should include a list of Indigenous communities that have been 
consulted/engaged, a discussion of why they were included on the list (i.e., 
treaty rights, interest-based) and a summary of their comments or concerns, 
if any. The EPR should also include a discussion on whether there are 
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impacts on the Indigenous communities’ hunting, fishing, or harvesting rights 
of Indigenous communities given the surrounding wildlife and wildlife habitat. 
Please refer to section 10 of Transit and Rail Process Regulation that 
describes the consultation record requirements for the EPR. Please note 
that the ministry would like to see all records of consultation (public, 
stakeholders, or Indigenous communities) before the EPR is finalized. 

Next Steps 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft EPR for the Northlander 
Passenger Rail Service – Timmins-Porcupine Station.  

The ministry’s comments should be addressed prior to submitting a final EPR to the 
ministry, by way of a comment response table. The proponents’ responses to ministry 
comments will also include the location of any revisions in the final EPR and/or 
supporting technical reports that were made to address ministry comments, where 
applicable.  

Please note that the ministry’s comments (EA-related and technical), along with any 
comments received by other government agencies, Indigenous communities and the 
public should be considered by the proponents as it prepares the final EPR for 
submission.  

Please provide to the ministry as soon as possible, comments with respect to natural 
and cultural heritage features provided by relevant agencies such as the local 
conservation authority, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry and Ministry of 
Citizenship and Multiculturalism.  

Please also advise if there have been any significant comments from any Indigenous 
communities on the draft EPR.   

We look forward to continuing to work with you on addressing our comments identified 
in the draft EPR. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at         
437-248-0058 or by email at Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca.

Sincerely, 

Cindy Batista 
Special Project Officer 

Attachments 
c: Solange Desautels, Supervisor, Environmental Assessment Branch 



From: Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, May 15, 2024 4:08 PM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Desautels, Solange (MECP)
<Solange.Desautels@ontario.ca>
Subject: [External] FW: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Good afternoon,

Please find attached comments from the ministry’s Conservation and Source Protection
Branch. 

Thanks,

Wai

Wai Hadlari  l  Project Officer   (hear name)
Environmental Assessment Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
135 St. Clair Avenue West, 1st Fl, Toronto, ON, M4V 1P5
Email: Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
Phone: 416-786-4944

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnamedrop.io%2Fwaihadlari&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C680f8844e2074764dc9808dc754707d1%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638514195163163384%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LRwht4W9XL6tCvmTkppLzHAcw8AKtbw7S%2BVdQElzH9c%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca



From: Source Protection Screening (MECP)
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
Cc: McKay, Jennifer (MECP)
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report_ONTC NorthlanderPassengerRail
Date: May 14, 2024 3:22:11 PM


Hi Wai,


We provide the following comments to be provided back to the proponent:


Section 6.2.1.5 MECP – Clean Water Act:
This section of the EPR misrepresents the purpose of and responsibility for Source
Protection Plans. The Clean Water Act, 2006 (CWA) aims to protect existing and future
sources of drinking water. To achieve this, Source Protection Authorities develop
Assessment Reports wherein several types of vulnerable areas are delineated for every
municipal residential drinking water system located in a source protection area. From this,
Source Protection Authorities develop Source Protection Plans and the policies within
them, which are approved and made effective by the MECP Minister per the CWA.


The Mattagami Source Protection Region operates in the Timmins – Porcupine project
area, therefore the Source Protection Plan is applicable to this station in the proposed
project area which enters the Mattagami Source Protection Region. Policies outlined in the
Source Protection Plan may impact how or where that activity is undertaken. Policies may
prohibit certain activities, or they may require risk management measures for these
activities if they are located in identified vulnerable areas. Municipal Official Plans, planning
decisions, and prescribed instruments must conform with policies that address significant
risks to drinking water and must have regard for policies that address moderate or low
risks. Please review the Mattagami Source Protection Plan at Source Protection Plan -
(dwsp.ca) or connect with the Mattagami Source Protection Region Project Manager to
determine which policies may apply to the proposed project activities.


It is recommended that the proponent also consider how drinking water sources may be
affected by the project proposals and any alternatives considered. Consider impacts to
sensitive hydrologic features including current or future sources of drinking water that are
not explicitly addressed in the source protection plan (i.e., private systems – individual or
clusters, and designated facilities within the meaning of O. Reg. 170/03 under the Safe
Drinking Water Act – i.e., camps, schools, health care facilities, seasonal users, etc.). 


The proposed project area is outside of any vulnerable areas, however, MECP’s Best
Management Practices for Source Protection is a useful resource which proponents can
consider to support the actions outlined in section 6.3.6 and others.


Thank you kindly,
Laura


Laura Collings (she/her)
Program Analyst, Conservation and Source Protection Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
(249) 733-1157



mailto:SourceProtectionScreening@ontario.ca

mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca

mailto:Jennifer.McKay@ontario.ca

https://www.dwsp.ca/source-protection-plan/

https://www.dwsp.ca/source-protection-plan/

https://www.ontario.ca/document/best-practices-source-water-protection

https://www.ontario.ca/document/best-practices-source-water-protection









From: Source Protection Screening (MECP)
To: Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
Cc: McKay, Jennifer (MECP)
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report_ONTC NorthlanderPassengerRail
Date: May 14, 2024 3:22:11 PM

Hi Wai,

We provide the following comments to be provided back to the proponent:

Section 6.2.1.5 MECP – Clean Water Act:
This section of the EPR misrepresents the purpose of and responsibility for Source
Protection Plans. The Clean Water Act, 2006 (CWA) aims to protect existing and future
sources of drinking water. To achieve this, Source Protection Authorities develop
Assessment Reports wherein several types of vulnerable areas are delineated for every
municipal residential drinking water system located in a source protection area. From this,
Source Protection Authorities develop Source Protection Plans and the policies within
them, which are approved and made effective by the MECP Minister per the CWA.

The Mattagami Source Protection Region operates in the Timmins – Porcupine project
area, therefore the Source Protection Plan is applicable to this station in the proposed
project area which enters the Mattagami Source Protection Region. Policies outlined in the
Source Protection Plan may impact how or where that activity is undertaken. Policies may
prohibit certain activities, or they may require risk management measures for these
activities if they are located in identified vulnerable areas. Municipal Official Plans, planning
decisions, and prescribed instruments must conform with policies that address significant
risks to drinking water and must have regard for policies that address moderate or low
risks. Please review the Mattagami Source Protection Plan at Source Protection Plan -
(dwsp.ca) or connect with the Mattagami Source Protection Region Project Manager to
determine which policies may apply to the proposed project activities.

It is recommended that the proponent also consider how drinking water sources may be
affected by the project proposals and any alternatives considered. Consider impacts to
sensitive hydrologic features including current or future sources of drinking water that are
not explicitly addressed in the source protection plan (i.e., private systems – individual or
clusters, and designated facilities within the meaning of O. Reg. 170/03 under the Safe
Drinking Water Act – i.e., camps, schools, health care facilities, seasonal users, etc.). 

The proposed project area is outside of any vulnerable areas, however, MECP’s Best
Management Practices for Source Protection is a useful resource which proponents can
consider to support the actions outlined in section 6.3.6 and others.

Thank you kindly,
Laura

Laura Collings (she/her)
Program Analyst, Conservation and Source Protection Branch
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks
(249) 733-1157

mailto:SourceProtectionScreening@ontario.ca
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
mailto:Jennifer.McKay@ontario.ca
https://www.dwsp.ca/source-protection-plan/
https://www.dwsp.ca/source-protection-plan/
https://www.ontario.ca/document/best-practices-source-water-protection
https://www.ontario.ca/document/best-practices-source-water-protection
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Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  



December 10, 2024 

Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 
Archaeology Programs Unit 
Heritage Branch 
400 University Avenue, 5th Floor 
Toronto, ON M7A 2R9 

RE: Request for Expedited Review

Original Report: Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment Ontario Northland Northlander Passenger 
Rail Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process (Lots 8 
Concessions 4, Geographical Township of Whitney), District of Cochrane (PIF PP094-0429-
2024)

Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient,
safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is 
reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and Northeastern 
Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service,
also known as the Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the 
province, creating a more connected, integrated transportation network.  

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated 
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the
City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi stand, and designated 
passenger pick-up and drop-off area. Archaeological Services Inc. (ASI) was contracted by
Gannett Fleming, on behalf of the Ontario Northland Transportation Commission (ONTC), to
conduct a Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project. 

Please accept this letter requesting an expedited review of the above-noted archaeological 
assessment report, conducted under archaeological consulting license #PP094-0429-2024. This 
letter is being submitted by ASI (on behalf of ONTC) as part of the digital report package. 

The purpose of requesting an expedited review is to ensure the report is accepted into the 
Ontario Public Register in advance of ground disturbing activities related to construction.  MCM 
review is requested by January 22, 2025.Your assistance in expediting a review of the Stage 2 
Archaeological Assessment Ontario Northland Northlander Passenger Rail Timmins-Porcupine 
Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process (Lots 8 Concessions 4, Geographical 
Township of Whitney), District of Cochrane (PIF PP094-0429-2024) report is appreciated and 
will ensure scheduled project timelines are met. 
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Sincerely, 

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
C: 705-471-6813 
krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca  



Dec 23, 2024 

Lisa Merritt (P094) 
ASI Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Services 
528 Bathurst Street Toronto ON M5S 2P9

Dear Ms. Merritt:

The above-mentioned report, which has been submitted to this ministry as a condition of licensing in
accordance with Part VI of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c 0.18, has been entered into the Ontario
Public Register of Archaeological Reports without technical review.1

Please note that the ministry makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness, accuracy or
quality of reports in the register.

Should  you  require  further  information,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  send  your  inquiry  to
Archaeology@Ontario.ca

 1In no way will the ministry be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result: (a) if the Report(s) or its
recommendations are discovered to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent; or (b) from the issuance of this letter. Further measures
may need to be taken in the event that additional artifacts or archaeological sites are identified or the Report(s) is otherwise found to be inaccurate,
incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.

Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM)

Archaeology Program Unit
Heritage Branch
Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage Division
5th Floor, 400 University Ave.
Toronto ON M7A 2R9
Tel.: (705) 571-0035
Email: Teresa.Tremblay@ontario.ca

Ministère des Affaires civiques et du Multiculturalisme (MCM)

Unité des programme d'archéologie
Direction du patrimoine
Division de la citoyenneté, de l'inclusion et du patrimoine
5e étage, 400 ave. University
Toronto ON M7A 2R9
Tél. : (705) 571-0035
Email: Teresa.Tremblay@ontario.ca

RE: Entry into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports: Archaeological
Assessment Report Entitled, "Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment Ontario
Northland Northlander Passenger Rail Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail
Project Assessment Process (Lots 8 Concessions 4, Geographical Township of
Whitney), District of Cochrane", Dated Dec 11, 2024, Filed with MCM on N/A, MCM
Project Information Form Number P094-0429-2024, MCM File Number 0019419

cc. Archaeology Licensing Officer
Amber Saltarelli,Gannett Fleming Inc
Krystal Perepeluk,Ontario Northland
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4.15.4 Archaeology 
Table 4-9: Archaeology Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 

 

Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 
Proposed Timmins-
Porcupine Station 

• Operations and 
Maintenance 

• Construction  

Impact to previously undocumented 
archaeological resources. 

• All work shall be performed in accordance with Applicable Law, including but not 
limited to the Ontario Heritage Act, the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 
(MCM), formerly the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries 
(MHSTCI) Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (2011), and the 
MCM document, Engaging Aboriginal Communities in Archaeology: A Draft Bulletin 
for Consultant Archaeologists in Ontario (2011). 

• Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may 
be a new archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario 
Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the archaeological resources must 
cease alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant 
archaeologist to carry out archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with Section 48 (1) 
of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

• If any suspected human remains are found, the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) 
Project Manager/Environmental Planner should be contacted. MTO will approve a 
licensed archaeologist to confirm the finds as human remains. 

• The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 requires that any 
person discovering human remains must cease all activities immediately and notify 
the police or coroner. If the coroner does not suspect foul play in the disposition of 
the remains, in accordance with Ontario Regulation 30/11 the coroner shall notify the 
Registrar, Ontario Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery (MPBSD), which 
administers provisions of that Act related to burial sites.  

• If police/coroner determine that the finds are archaeological, then the licensed 
archaeologist will notify the Registrar of Burials at MPBSD and a Burial Site 
Investigation process will be initiated. 

• In situations where human remains are associated with archaeological resources, the 
MCM should also be notified (at archaeology@ontario.ca) to ensure that the 
archaeological site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a 
contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

• Any site personnel responsible 
for carrying out or overseeing 
land-disturbing activities will be 
informed of their responsibilities 
in the event that an 
archaeological resource is 
encountered.  

• Should the proposed work 
extend beyond the assessed 
Project Area or should changes to 
the project design or temporary 
workspace requirements result in 
the inclusion of previously un-
surveyed lands, these lands 
should be subject to further 
archaeological assessment 
conducted by a professionally 
licensed archaeologist prior to 
any disturbance or construction 
activities. 



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

Re: File 0021147: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

From Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Date Mon 03-Feb-25 1:35 PM
To Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)

<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her)
(MTO) <Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton,
James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>

1 attachment (193 KB)
Table 4-9_Timmins Station TRPAP_Updated EPR_Jan2025.pdf;

Hi Laura, 

Thank you for your final comments on Table 4-9.  We can confirm that the suggested edits have been made, and
you can find them attached.  Thank you also for confirming that MCM has no additional comments on the EPR.

We will continue to keep you updated as the project progresses.

Cheers, 
-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C4be9486992054110e2ad08dd44817add%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638742045123673948%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JqJ%2FIYeYSYKlaC9M3SMq6zPO%2FxX%2BlTM1oKhvET8f6Lo%3D&reserved=0


Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station [MCM File 0021147] 

MCM Comments on: 

ONTC Consideration of MCM comments on Environmental Project Report (multiple iterations, prepared by Gannett Fleming) 

Updated Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated September 10, 2024 and shared September 12, 2024, prepared by ASI) 

January 22, 2025 

Page 1 of 17 

Item 

No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 

Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 

August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 

September 4, 2024, on Revised 
Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 

dated September 10, 
2024 

MCM Comment dated 

September 18, 2024 on 
ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 

January 22, 2025 on 
Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

1 MCM Letter Thank you for providing the Ministry of Citizenship and 

Multiculturalism (MCM) with the draft EPR for the above-

referenced project, which is following the Transit and Rail 

Project Assessment Process (TRPAP) as defined in 

Ontario Regulation 231/08 under the Environmental 

Assessment Act. O. Reg 231/08 identifies the MCM’s 

interest in cultural heritage resources. Cultural heritage 

resources include: 

• Archaeological resources, including land and

marine;

• Built heritage resources, including bridges and

monuments; and,

• Cultural heritage landscapes.

Acknowledged. N/A No response required. N/A N/A 

2 MCM Letter Under the TRPAP, the proponent is required to consider 

whether its proposed transit project could have potential 

negative impact on the environment. Under the process 

an objection can be submitted to the Ministry of the 

Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) about a 

matter of provincial importance that relates to the natural 

environment or has cultural heritage value or interest. The 

MECP expects a transit project proponent to make 

reasonable efforts to avoid, prevent, mitigate or protect 

matters of provincial importance. 

The MECP’s Guide to Environmental Assessment 

Requirements for Transit Projects (Transit Guide) 

provides guidance to proponents on how to meet the 

requirements of O.Reg 231/08. The Transit Guide 

encourages proponents to obtain information and input 

from appropriate government agency technical 

representatives before starting the TRPAP to assist in 

meeting the timelines specified in the regulation, including 

the submission of a draft Environmental Project Report 

(EPR) for review and comment prior to issuing a Notice of 

Commencement. 

Among the pre-planning activities outlined in Section 4.1 

of the Transit Guide, a proponent is advised to conduct 

studies to: 

• identify existing baseline environmental

conditions;

• identify project-specific location or alignment

(including construction staging, land

requirements); and,

Acknowledged. A detailed project 

description is contained in Section 

Error! Reference source not found., 

existing environmental conditions are 

contained throughout Section Error! 

Reference source not found., and 

expected environmental impacts and 

mitigation measures are contained 

throughout Section Error! Reference 

source not found. of this EPR. 

N/A No response required. N/A N/A 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024  

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

• identify expected environmental impacts and 

proposed measures to mitigate potential negative 

impacts.  

This letter provides advice on how to incorporate 

consideration of cultural heritage in the above mentioned 

pre-planning activities, and also expands on section 3.4 of 

the Transit Guide by outlining the technical studies and 

level of detail required to address the cultural heritage 

component for transit projects that are covered by O.Reg 

231/08. The outcomes and recommendations of the 

studies will be reported in the draft EPR and form the 

basis for any future commitments outlined in the EPR. 

3 MCM Letter MCM will comment on the draft EPR prior to the Notice of 

Commencement for the project, but to do so, we request 

that the Cultural Heritage Report be sent to the Heritage 

Planning Unit for review, and that the archaeologist 

submit the Stage 1 AA directly to the ministry for review. 

Please see our more detailed comments on these 

aspects of the project reporting below. These comments 

are consistent with the advice we provide on all TPAP 

projects. 

Copies of the Draft Stage 1 

Archaeological Assessment Report 

and the Draft Cultural Heritage 

Report: Existing Conditions and 

Preliminary Impact Assessment were 

provided to the MCM via e-mail on 

May 17, 2024. 

While the referred reports were sent 

to Heritage Planning Unit on May 17, 

2024, the Draft Stage 1 

Archaeological Assessment Report 

(under Project Information Form 

number P094-0359-2023) was 

submitted to the Archaeology 

Program Unit at MCM on August 2, 

2024. Upon the suggestion of MCM, 

a request for expedited review was 

submitted by the proponent’s 

licensed archaeologist on August 21, 

2024. 

Before issuing a decision or 

proceeding with any ground 

disturbing activities, approval 

authorities and/or proponents should 

wait for MCM’s letter confirming that 

the archaeological assessment 

report has been entered into the 

Ontario Public Register of 

Archaeological Reports (Section 65 

of the Ontario Heritage Act). The 

letter will also indicate either that 

there are no further concerns for 

impacts to archaeological resources 

or articulate next steps to mitigate 

those concerns. MCM’s letter needs 

to be included in the Final EPR. 

Ontario Northland 

acknowledges the comment 

and confirms our 

commitment to not 

undertaking any ground 

disturbing activities until we 

are in receipt of MCM’s 

letter. The expedited review 

request indicated a respond 

by date of December 2, 

2024 which does not align 

with the TRPAP Notice of 

Completion timeline 

(currently targeted for 

September 26th). With this in 

mind, and considering that 

there is no archaeological 

potential in the portion of the 

study area where the Station 

is to be constructed, and 

that MCM has confirmed 

that all previous comments 

on the Stage 1 AA Report 

have been adequately 

addressed, Ontario 

Northland proposes that we 

will proceed as follows: 

• The Final EPR that 

will be submitted 

along with the 

Notice of 

Completion will 

Please, refer to MCM email 

response regarding the 

Archaeology Assessment 

Review process. 

Addressed.  

AA reports have now been 

entered onto the Ontario 

Public Register of 

Archaeological Reports and 

EPR text reflects this.   
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

include the current 

version of the Stage 

1 AA Report. 

• If MCM’s letter

requires further

revisions to the

Stage 1 AA Report

(and/or the EPR),

once it is received,

the EPR/AA report

will be updated post

Notice of

Completion via the

Errata process, in

coordination with

MECP and MCM.

• Similarly, once

MCM’s letter is

received, it will be

appended to the

EPR – via an Errata.

• No ground

disturbing activities

will occur until

Ontario Northland 

receives MCM’s

letter – the 

commitments in 

Section 6.0 of the 

EPR will be updated 

to reflect this. 

4 MCM Letter Please note that the Standards and Guidelines for 

Conservation of Provincial Heritage Properties (S&G), 

prepared pursuant to Section 25.2 of the Ontario Heritage 

Act (OHA), came into effect on July 1, 2010. All Ontario 

government ministries and public bodies that are 

prescribed under Ontario Regulation 157/10 must comply 

with the S&Gs. They apply to property that is owned or 

controlled by the Crown in right of Ontario or by a 

prescribed public body. 

Ontario Northland is not currently prescribed under 

Ontario Regulation 157/10. If this status changes, MCM 

may have updated advice on this project. 

Acknowledged. N/A No response required. N/A N/A 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

5 MCM Letter The purpose of the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project is 

to build a new rail station in the City of Timmins that will 

operate as part of the reinstated Northlander passenger 

rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 

Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane. The new 

Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train platform, 

station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, 

bus bays, and a municipal bus stop. 

Acknowledged. N/A No response required. N/A N/A 

6 MCM Letter While some cultural heritage resources may have already 

been formally identified, others may be identified through 

screening and evaluation. 

Community input should be sought to identify locally 

recognized and potential cultural heritage resources. 

Sources include, but are not limited to, municipal heritage 

committees, historical societies and other local heritage 

organizations. 

Cultural heritage resources are often of critical importance 

to Indigenous communities. Indigenous communities may 

have knowledge that can contribute to the identification of 

cultural heritage resources, and we suggest that any 

engagement with Indigenous communities includes a 

discussion about known or potential cultural heritage 

resources that are of value to them. 

Acknowledged. 

Community input was sought by ASI, 

information has been included in 

Sections 3.1 and 3.5 in the Cultural 

Heritage Report: Existing Conditions 

and Preliminary Impact Assessment. 

The following groups were contacted 

during preparation of the Cultural 

Heritage Report: 

• The Little Claybelt

Homesteaders Museum

(email communication 6 July

2023). A request was made

for any archival images or

information on the

construction of the T&NO in

Timmins. A response on 6

July 2023 provided archival

images of the T&NO Timmins

Station outside of the Study

Area.

• Timmins Museum and

Archives (7 July 2023). A

request was made for any

available historical maps of

the Study Area. No response

was received at the time of

draft report preparation,

therefore available maps

from other sources were

used in the report.

Documentation of how community 

and Indigenous input was sought is 

included in Section 3.5 of the Cultural 

Information was included in the 

Cultural Heritage Report (dated July 

26, 2024). Note that there is no 

Section 3.5 in the Cultural Heritage

Report, the content relates to 

Section 3.1.5. We note that the bullet

list in Section 3.1.5 of the Cultural 

Heritage Report mirrors text from 

Section 3.2.3.1 of the EPR. The date

of the engagement sessions needs 

to be updated as indicated in 

comment 19 and 31. 

Acknowledged – content 

relates to Section 3.1.5 of 

the Cultural Heritage Report. 

Dates of engagement have 

been revised for consistency 

and accuracy in Section 

3.1.5 of the Cultural 

Heritage Report to October 

19, 2021, September 13, 

2021, and November 15, 

2021. 

Acknowledged. MCM will 

confirm once it has reviewed 

the final Revised EPR. 

Addressed. 

This information has now 

been updated in the EPR. 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

Heritage Report: Existing Conditions 

and Preliminary Impact Assessment. 

Also refer to Section Error! 

Reference source not found. of the

EPR. 

Please also refer to response to 

comment #19 below.  

7 MCM Letter MCM recommends that, as a best practice, a combined 

Stage 1-2 archaeological assessment (AA) be completed 

for the entire Project Study Area during the pre-planning 

phase. 

At a minimum, a Stage 1 AA will be undertaken for the 

entire Project Study Area during the pre-planning phase. 

The results of the Stage 1 AA will inform the TRPAP and 

will be summarized in the draft EPR. If the Stage 1 AA 

recommends further AA(s), then MCM recommends that 

further stages of AA be completed as early as possible 

during the planning or design phase of the project, and 

prior to the completion of detailed design. 

Archaeological assessments are required to be 

undertaken by an archaeologist licenced under the 

Ontario Heritage Act, who is responsible for submitting 

the report directly to MCM for review. 

The EPR must include specific information from the AA 

report(s). The Executive Summary of each AA report 

provides a brief summary of the work completed and the 

recommendations for next steps, whether for further 

archaeological assessment, in which case the report will 

include a map that identifies those areas, or for no further 

assessment. The EPR must also include clear 

commitments to undertake the recommended AA and a 

timeline for their completion. 

MCM is aware that a Project Information Form Number 

(PIF#) for a Stage 1 AA has been issued for this project, 

and that the AA report has not yet been submitted to the 

ministry. MCM recommends that this report is submitted 

as soon as possible so that it may be reviewed, and the 

information incorporated into the draft EPR. 

A Stage 1 Archaeological

Assessment Report was completed 

as part of the Timmins-Porcupine 

Station TRPAP and will be included 

as an Appendix to the EPR. A 

summary of the results for this 

assessment is included in Section 

Error! Reference source not found. of 

this EPR. The Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report will be submitted 

to the ministry for review and 

incorporation into the archaeological 

register by a licensed Archaeologist. 

See comment 3 above. At this time, 

the findings of the Stage 1 AA report 

should be considered preliminary. 

Note that the EPR may need to be

revised once the Stage 1 AA is

entered into the Register. The Stage 

1 AA report and MCM’s letter 

indicating that the report has been 

entered into the Register shall be 

included as an Appendix. 

Please see response to 

comment #3. 

Please, refer to MCM email 

response regarding the 

Archaeology Assessment 

Review process. 

Addressed. 

AA reports have now been 

entered onto the Ontario 

Public Register of 

Archaeological Reports and 

EPR text reflects this. 

8 MCM Letter A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and 

Preliminary Impact Assessment will be undertaken for the 

A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing 

Conditions and Preliminary Impact 

Assessment has been prepared for 

the Timmins- Porcupine Station 

See comments 27 to 31 below 

related to the Cultural Heritage 

Report. 

Please see responses to 

comments #27-31 below. 

Addressed. N/A 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

entire Project Study Area during the pre-planning phase 

to inform the TRPAP. This study will: 

1. Identify existing baseline cultural heritage

conditions within the Project Study Area. The

consultants preparing the Cultural Heritage

Report will need to define a Project Study Area

and explain their rationale. MCM recommends

that the Project Study Area for the report include,

at minimum, the project footprint and adjacent

properties. Alternatively, the Project Study Area

may include the project footprint and a study zone

that is located immediately beside the footprint

and extends a certain distance. The report will

include a historical summary of the development

of the Project Study Area and will identify all

known or potential built heritage resources and

cultural heritage landscapes in the Project Study

Area. MCM has developed screening criteria that

may assist with this exercise: Criteria for

Evaluating for Potential Built Heritage Resources

and Cultural Heritage Landscapes.

2. Identify preliminary potential project-specific

impacts on the known and potential built heritage

resources and cultural heritage landscapes that

have been identified. The report should include a

description of the anticipated impact to each

known or potential built heritage resource or

cultural heritage landscape that has been

identified.

3. Propose and recommend measures to avoid or

mitigate potential negative impacts to known or

potential built heritage resources and cultural

heritage landscapes. The proposed mitigation

measures are to inform the next steps of project

planning and design.

TRPAP and will be included as an 

Appendix to the EPR. A summary of 

the results of this assessment is 

included in Section Error! Reference 

source not found. of this EPR. 

9 MCM Letter Where a known or potential built heritage resource or 

cultural heritage landscape may be directly and adversely 

impacted, and where it has not yet been evaluated for 

Cultural Heritage Value or Interest (CHVI), completion of 

a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) is required 

to fully understand its CHVI and level of significance. The 

CHER must be completed within the TRPAP. If a built 

heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape is found 

to be of CHVI, then a Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) 

Section Error! Reference source not 

found. of this EPR states that there 

no known or potential BHRs or CHLs 

identified in the Study Area, and 

therefore, a CHER and/or HIA is not 

recommended. 

See comments 27 to 31 below 

related to the Cultural Heritage 

Report. 

Please see responses to 

comments #27-31 below. 

Addressed. N/A 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

will be undertaken by a qualified person. The HIA will be 

completed in consultation with MCM and the proponent 

as early as possible during detail design, following the 

TRPAP. 

10 MCM Letter While some cultural heritage landscapes are contained 

within individual property boundaries, others span across 

multiple properties. For certain cultural heritage 

landscapes, it will be more appropriate for the CHER and 

HIA to include multiple properties, in order to reflect the 

extent of that cultural heritage landscape in its entirety. 

Section Error! Reference source not 

found. of this EPR states that there 

no known or potential BHRs or CHLs 

identified in the Study Area, and 

therefore, a CHER and/or HIA is not 

recommended. 

See comment 28 below related to 

the Cultural Heritage Report. 

Please see response to 

comment #28 below. 

Addressed. N/A 

11 MCM Letter More detailed advice on how to document some of the 

information above is attached to this letter. 

Acknowledged. N/A No response required. N/A N/A 

12 MCM Letter Proponents that are subject to the S&Gs should refer to 

Information Bulletin 3 - Heritage Impact Assessments for 

Provincial Heritage Properties. Proponents that are not 

subject to the S&Gs may still find this document helpful. 

Technical cultural heritage studies will be undertaken by a 

qualified person who has expertise, recent experience, 

and knowledge relevant to the type of cultural heritage 

resources being considered and the nature of the activity 

being proposed. 

A qualified person has prepared the 

Cultural Heritage Report: Existing 

Conditions and Preliminary Impact 

Assessment contained within 

Appendix C. 

N/A No response required. N/A N/A 

13 MCM Letter The findings of the above-mentioned studies should be 

summarized as part of the EPR discussion of existing 

conditions, impact assessment, mitigation, and future 

commitments. Commitments for further studies should 

clearly state what is to be done, who is responsible for 

implementation, and when. 

Section 6 of the EPR outlines in 

detail the commitments that ONTC 

will comply with and implement as 

part of the Project. 

N/A No response required. N/A N/A 

14 MCM Letter Ideally, the Cultural Heritage Report should be shared 

with MCM before the draft EPR is provided, so that any 

feedback on the Cultural Heritage Report can be 

incorporated into the draft EPR. At a minimum, the 

Cultural Heritage Report should be shared with the draft 

EPR. 

A copy of the Draft Cultural Heritage 

Report: Existing Conditions and 

Preliminary Impact Assessment was 

provided to the MCM via e-mail on 

May 17, 2024. 

See comments 27 to 31 below 

related to the Cultural Heritage 

Report. 

Please see responses to 

comments #27-31 below. 

Addressed. N/A 

15 MCM Letter MCM will comment on the draft EPR for the project, but 

we are not in a position to do so until we review the 

above-mentioned technical studies. 

Please note that the responsibility for administration of the 

Ontario Heritage Act and matters related to cultural 

Copies of the Draft Stage 1 

Archaeological Assessment Report 

and the Draft Cultural Heritage 

Report: Existing Conditions and 

Preliminary Impact Assessment were 

See comment 3 above. Please see response to 

comment #3 above. 

Please, refer to MCM email 

response regarding the 

Archaeology Assessment 

Review process. 

Addressed. 

AA reports have now been 

entered onto the Ontario 

Public Register of 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

heritage have been transferred from the Ministry of 

Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) to the Ministry of 

Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM). Individual staff 

roles and contact information remain unchanged. Please 

continue to send any notices, reports and/or 

documentation to both Karla Barboza and me. 

Thank you for consulting MCM on this project and please 

continue to do so throughout the TRPAP process. If you 

have any questions, require clarification, or would like 

additional examples to assist with project reporting, do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Hatcher 

Heritage Advisor 

laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca 

Heritage Planning Unit 

provided to the MCM via e-mail on 

May 17, 2024. 

Archaeological Reports and 

EPR text reflects this. 

16 MCM Letter MCM’s Heritage Planning Unit will have additional 

comments on the Draft EPR and the Cultural Heritage 

Report. Our standard service offer is to provide comments 

within 30 days from the time a document is submitted to 

us for review. As I am sure you know, the Archaeological 

Assessment follows its own review process, once the 

archaeologist submits it to the MCM Archaeology 

Program Unit for review. 

Acknowledged. N/A No response required. N/A N/A 

17 Draft EPR: 

3.2 

Methodology 

3.2.3 Cultural 

Heritage 

3.2.3.1 Data 

Gathering 

‘Cultural heritage resources’ include archaeological 

resources, built heritage resources, and cultural heritage 

landscapes. We recommend changing the title of 3.2.3 to 

‘Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage 

Landscapes’ as archaeological resources are discussed 

in another section. 

The bulleted list on pages 33-34 which itemizes all data 

sources is not necessary as this information is outlined in 

the Cultural Heritage Report in Appendix C. This list could 

be deleted or summarized further. 

On pages 34-35, where the report describes the Ministry 

of Citizenship and Multiculturalism’s (MCM) guidance on 

TRPAP reporting, we recommend that this language be 

updated and be made more concise to say that the 

Cultural Heritage Report followed this guidance. Where 

appropriate, explain how the guidance was applied to this 

project (e.g., in paragraph 1, state that the CHR used a 

buffer a certain distance from the project footprint to 

define the Project Study Area). We recommend that the 

The suggested edits have been 

reflected in the applicable sections of 

the updated EPR, as well as within 

the Cultural Heritage Report: Existing 

Conditions and Preliminary Impact 

Assessment. 

Partially addressed. 

The description of MCM guidance on 

TRPAP reporting was deleted from 

the EPR, but it remains the same in 

the Cultural Heritage Report and was 

not updated as suggested. 

The information that there is no 

known or potential built heritage 

resources and cultural heritage 

landscapes is not found under 

Section 3.2.3 of the EPR. This 

information is only found in Section 

3.3.3. In order to clearly inform 

readers about this, we recommend 

adding a reference to Section 3.3.3 

or moving up the information to 

Section 3.2.3. 

The paragraph in the beginning of 

section 3.2.3 does not identify the 

The EPR will be edited as 

follows: 

Section 3.2.3 will be revised 

to acknowledge that there

are no known or potential 

built heritage resources and 

cultural heritage landscapes; 

will also include reference to 

ASI as firm responsible for 

completed Cultural Heritage 

report. 

The Table of Contents /page 

numbering to be reviewed 

and updated as required to 

correct any errors. 

Acknowledged. MCM will 

confirm once it has reviewed 

the final Revised EPR. 

Addressed. 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024  

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

following text be included at the beginning of section 

3.2.3, to summarize the outcome of the Cultural Heritage 

Report:  

A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and 

Preliminary Impact Assessment was undertaken on [date] 

by [heritage consultant] for [name of project or Project 

Study Area]. The assessment for this report consisted of 

data collection, background historic research, review of 

secondary source material and field review. No known or 

potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage 

landscapes were identified within or adjacent to the 

Project Study Area. The Cultural Heritage Report is 

included in Appendix C. 

Please also note that the Cultural Heritage Report should 

be considered preliminary until the Indigenous 

communities, municipal planning staff and other 

interested parties have had an opportunity to review and 

provide comments. 

heritage consultant that prepared the 

Cultural Heritage Report, instead 

Gannett Fleming is mentioned. As 

the Cultural Heritage Report was 

prepared by ASI, we recommend to 

also include their name in the 

paragraph. 

We note that MTO comment 47 and 

49 suggest adding a reference to the 

Criteria for Evaluating Potential Built 

Heritage Resources and Cultural 

Heritage Landscapes. MCM does 

not recommend that this reference is 

included in the EPR as it has been 

included in the Cultural Heritage 

Report. The EPR will include an 

overview of the purpose of the 

Cultural Heritage Report as 

recommended in our comments 

dated June 11, 2024, and not 

extensive and detailed information 

about the methodology. 

Also, there is a problem in the Table 

of Contents pages numbers, page 

35 is repeated. Section 3.2.5 is on 

page 35 (PDF page 74) and Section 

3.3.3 is also on page 35 (PDF page 

91). 

18 Draft EPR: 

3.2 

Methodology 

3.2.3 Cultural 

Heritage 

3.2.3.2 Field  

Investigations 

 

We recommend deleting the paragraph that starts with 

“Background historical research…” as it contains 

unnecessary detail and some language that is not 

consistent with the Cultural Heritage Report. It may be 

more appropriate to refer the reader to the Cultural 

Heritage Report (see recommended language above). 

This paragraph was deleted in the 

EPR, as well as the Cultural Heritage 

Report: Existing Conditions and 

Preliminary Impact Assessment. 

Addressed. No response required. N/A N/A 

19 Draft EPR: 

3.2 

Methodology 

3.2.3 Cultural 

Heritage 

The report states: “There has been no correspondence 

from First Nations and Provincial Territorial Organizations 

about known or potential BHRs and CHLs at the time of 

preparing this report.” Please clarify whether the project 

team asked First Nations and Provincial Territorial 

Organizations about this component of the environment. 

Please clarify what is meant by “Provincial Territorial 

The term “Provincial Territorial 

Organizations” was included in error 

in the Draft EPR and therefore 

removed. 

Information sessions were held with 

three of the Indigenous communities 

and/or organizations who expressed 

Partially addressed. 

ONTC comment dated August 8, 

2024, state that information sessions 

with Indigenous communities who 

demonstrated interest in the project 

were held in 2021. However, the 

bullet text in Section 3.2.3.1 state the 

EPR will be edited as 

follows: 

Section 3.2.3.1 – dates of 

information sessions will be 

updated (see response to 

comment 6 above. 

Acknowledged. MCM will 

confirm once it has reviewed 

the final Revised EPR. 

Addressed.  
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

3.2.3.4 

Consultation 

with 

Regulatory 

Authorities 

Organizations” in this context and include a list of 

organizations that were contacted. 

Additionally, the title of this subsection “Consultation with 

Regulatory Authorities” does not capture the above-

mentioned communities and the nature of their potential 

comments, which may fall outside of a strictly regulatory 

role. The activities described in this section do not appear 

to be “consultation”, but rather “information gathering”. 

We suggest revising the sub-title accordingly – e.g., to 

“Information Gathering and Engagement with Municipal 

and Provincial Authorities, First Nations, and Provincial 

Territorial Organizations” (or similar wording). 

interest in this project. As part of 

those sessions, no additional 

information was provided specifically 

about known BHRs/CHLs in the 

Study Area that may be of known or 

potential cultural heritage value or 

interest. The information sessions

were held with the Moose Cree First 

Nation on October 19, 2021, with 

Nipissing First Nation on September 

13, 2021, and with the Ontario 

Federation of Indigenous Friendship 

Centres on November 15, 2021.   

Section title for Error! Reference 

source not found. has been updated. 

same sessions were in 2023. Please 

revise and update accordingly. This 

information should also align with the 

Cultural Heritage Report (see 

comment 31 below). 

Section title for 3.2.3.1 remains the 

same and was not updated as 

stated. Please revise. We note that 

the equivalent title of the Cultural 

Heritage Report was updated to

“Information Gathering and 

Engagement with Municipal and 

Provincial Authorities, First Nations, 

and Provincial Territorial

Organizations”. 

Section title for 3.2.3.1 will 

be updated to “Information 

Gathering and Engagement 

with Municipal and 

Provincial Authorities, First 

Nations, and Provincial 

Territorial Organizations.” 

20 Draft EPR: 

3.2 

Methodology 

3.2.4 

Archaeology 

We note that the licensed archaeologist has yet to submit 

the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report for this 

project (under Project Information Form (PIF) P094-0359-

2023) for MCM review. We understand that the 

proponents hope to begin the TRPAP study period soon. 

This being the case, we strongly recommend that the 

report be submitted to MCM as soon as possible to allow 

for the Ministry’s review and for any revisions to be made. 

We also recommend that the archaeologist submit to 

MCM a request for expedited archaeological report 

review. 

Please note that archaeological concerns have not been 

fully addressed until reports have been entered into the 

Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports (‘the 

Register’) where those  reports recommend that: 

1. the archaeological assessment of the project area

is complete and

2. all archaeological sites identified by the

assessment are either of no further cultural

heritage value or interest (as per Section 48(3) of

the Ontario Heritage Act) or that mitigation of

impacts has been accomplished through

excavation or an avoidance and protection

strategy.

Approval authorities and proponents should wait to 

receive the MCM’s written confirmation that  the 

archaeological assessment report(s) has been entered 

The Draft Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report was provided to 

MCM for review on May 17, 2024. 

The finalized Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report will be submitted 

into the MCM register once it is ready 

and comments received during the 

Draft EPR review have been 

addressed. 

Refer to comment 3 and 7 above. Please see response to 

comment #3 above. 

Please, refer to MCM email 

response regarding the 

Archaeology Assessment 

Review process. 

Addressed. 

AA reports have now been 

entered onto the Ontario 

Public Register of 

Archaeological Reports and 

EPR text reflects this. 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

into the Register before issuing a  decision or proceeding 

with any ground disturbing activities. The letter will also 

indicate that  there are no further concerns for impacts to 

archaeological resources or articulate next steps to  

mitigate those concerns. 

The MCM’s letter shall be included in the EPR. 

21 Draft EPR: 

3.2 

Methodology 

3.2.4 

Archaeology 

3.2.4.2 Field 

Investigations 

The information about terms and conditions for 

archaeological licenses and PIFs is not necessary and 

should be removed. 

This was removed from the EPR. Addressed. No response required. N/A N/A 

22 EPR: 

3.3 Existing 

Conditions 

3.3.3 Built 

Heritage 

Resources and 

Cultural 

Heritage 

Landscapes of 

the Revised 

EPR 

N/A N/A Comment 18 from Ministry of the 

Environment, Conservation and 

Parks suggests providing MCM 

comments to support the following 

conclusion: “The Project Study Area 

does not feature any structure or 

areas believed to have CHVI.”. The 

former sentence was deleted, as 

also suggested in MTO comment 50, 

leaving under this section a single 

sentence that no known or potential 

built heritage resources (BHRs) or 

cultural heritage landscapes (CHLs)

were identified in the Study Area. 

We recommend adding a reference 

to the Cultural Heritage Report in 

Appendix C to support this section. 

The EPR will be updated 

accordingly with the 

suggested reference to 

direct the reader to 

Appendix C. 

Acknowledged. MCM will 

confirm once it has reviewed 

the final Revised EPR. 

Addressed. 

23 Draft EPR: 

3.3 Existing 

Conditions 

3.3.4 

Archaeology 

The information on Borden numbers is not necessary and 

should be removed. Removing this information will allow 

this section focus on the Project Study Area’s 

archaeological potential. 

We recommend deleting all the text in this section and 

replacing it with the following: 

A Stage 1 archaeological assessment was undertaken on 

[date] by [consultant archaeologist] for [property or Project 

Study Area]. A Stage 1 AA consists of a review of 

geographic, land use and historical information for the 

property and the relevant surrounding area, a property 

The Borden numbers have been 

removed as suggested. 

The Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report has been 

updated to reflect the revised text 

suggested by MCM. 

The parts of the Study Area proposed 

for construction and 

operations/maintenance activities, 

including the land that may be 

required for future construction of a 

Partially addressed. 

The paragraph that mentioned 

Borden number was deleted, but the 

rest of the text remains the same. 

No direct reference to Stage 1 

Archaeological Assessment was 

included as suggested. Stage 1 AA 

was submitted on August 2, 2024. 

After MCM review, the EPR should 

require revision. The current 

information in the EPR should be 

EPR will be updated 

accordingly to reflect the 

following suggestion: “We 

recommend moving up the 

statement and map from 

Section 4.6.1 to Section 

3.3.4 to clarify any questions 

and misinterpretation about 

archaeological potential 

earlier in the EPR or add 

reference to inform the 

reader that more information 

Acknowledged. MCM will 

confirm once it has reviewed 

the final Revised EPR. 

Please refer to MCM email 

response regarding the 

Archaeology Assessment 

Review process. 

Addressed. 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

visit to inspect its current condition and contacting MCM 

to find out whether, or not, there are any known 

archaeological sites on or near the property. Its purpose 

is to identify areas of archaeological potential and further 

archaeological assessment (e.g., Stage 2-4) as 

necessary. The Stage 1 AA is included in Appendix X. 

[Then include the outcomes and recommendations of the 

report, which can usually be extracted from the AA’s 

Executive Summary] 

As stated in comment 4 above, the Stage 1 AA has not 

been submitted to MCM for review. The findings of the 

Stage 1AA are subject to review and the report may 

require revision. The  information in this EPR should be 

considered preliminary. 

The mapping in the draft Stage 1 AA shared with MCM 

shows that a portion of the Project Study Area (station 

footprint plus a buffer area) has archaeological potential. 

However, the text in this EPR section states the following: 

The property inspection confirmed that the proposed 

Timmins-Porcupine Station Project Study Area exhibits 

evidence of disturbance in the existing facilities on site, 

the surrounding twentieth-century development, and 

evidence of artificial drainage. Undeveloped lands within 

the project components exhibit low archaeological 

potential due to poor drainage. 

Forested land east of the railway north of Highway 

101/King Street retain archaeological potential and will 

require Stage 2 test pit survey if impacted by the project 

designs. 

The discussion in this section of the EPR is not clear, and 

it creates a misapprehension that the Project Study Area 

does not have any archaeological potential. The report 

should clearly state that a portion of the Project Study 

Area has archaeological potential and should include 

maps showing this. More information is required to 

support the EPR’s recommendations that Stage 2 AA is 

not required unless this area will be disturbed. 

Bus Storage and Maintenance 

Facility, do not retain archaeological 

potential on account of deep and 

extensive land disturbance or 

permanently saturated conditions. 

These lands therefore do not require 

further archaeological assessment.

If the project design changes during 

detail design (post TRPAP) and 

encroachment on the lands identified 

to retain archaeological potential is 

expected, Ontario Northland will 

complete a Stage 2 Archaeological 

Assessment survey prior to any 

disturbance or construction activities. 

Section Error! Reference source not 

found. of the EPR (as well as the 

Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment 

Report) has been updated 

accordingly to reflect this language. 

The Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report will be submitted 

into the register as soon as it is 

finalized. 

considered preliminary. See 

comment 7. 

A clear statement that a portion of 

the Study Area has archaeological 

potential and supporting maps were 

not included in Section 3.3.4, as 

recommended. A statement and a 

map were included later, under 

Section 4.6.1. Also, MTO comments 

27, 29 and 30 point out the necessity 

of clarity in the Study Area regarding 

the archaeology potential.

We recommend moving up the

statement and map from Section

4.6.1 to Section 3.3.4 to clarify any

questions and misinterpretation 

about archaeological potential earlier 

in the EPR or add reference to 

inform the reader that more 

information and a map can be found

in Section 4.6.1. 

Please revise the EPR accordingly.

and a map can be found in 

Section 4.6.1.” 

24 Draft EPR: 

4.7 

Archaeology 

Please see the comment above and revise this section 

accordingly. 

The report has been updated 

accordingly – please refer to 

responses above. 

Addressed. Section 4.7 (now 4.6) 

was updated. See comment 23 

above. 

No response required. N/A N/A 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

25 Draft EPR: 

4.13 Summary 

of 

Mitigation and 

Monitoring 

Commitments 

Table 4-6: 

Archaeology 

Impacts, 

Mitigation, and 

Monitoring 

Commitments 

It is not clear how the proponent has arrived at a 

conclusion that there is no potential for the disturbance of 

archaeological resources. 

In the Mitigation Measures/Commitments column: 

Under the first bullet, please see comment 6 above and 

ensure that it aligns with revised text. 

Under the third bullet, we recommend deleting this text 

and replacing it with the following standard text developed 

by MCM: 

Should previously undocumented archaeological 

resources be discovered, they may be a new 

archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48(1) 

of the Ontario Heritage Act. The proponent or person 

discovering the archaeological resources must cease 

alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed 

consultant archaeologist to carry out an archaeological 

assessment, in compliance with Section 48(1) of the 

Ontario Heritage Act. 

Under the fifth bullet, please remove the reference to the 

Bereavement Authority of Ontario (BAO). The BAO does 

not become involved in an investigation unless it is 

establishing the boundary of a cemetery, or investigating 

remains discovered within or adjacent to a cemetery. 

Additionally, the Ministry of Government and Consumer 

Services is now the Ministry of Public and Business 

Service Delivery. Please update the text to reflect this. 

We recommend the following standard text for the fifth 

bullet: 

The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, 

S.O. 2002, c.33 requires that any person discovering 

human remains must cease all activities immediately and 

notify the police or coroner. If the coroner does not 

suspect foul play in the disposition of the remains, in 

accordance with Ontario Regulation 30/11 the coroner 

shall notify the Registrar, Ontario Ministry of Public and 

Business Service Delivery, which administers provisions 

of that Act related to burial sites. In situations where 

human remains are associated with archaeological 

resources, the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 

should also be notified (at archaeology@ontario.ca) to 

ensure that the archaeological site is not subject to 

First bullet: report updated as per 

comments. 

Third bullet: agree with suggested 

text for replacement, report updated.

Fifth bullet: agree with suggested text 

for replacement, report updated.

Bullets 6 and 7 have been removed. 

Addressed. No response required. N/A N/A 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

unlicensed alterations which would be a contravention of 

the Ontario Heritage Act. 

The purpose of the 6th bullet is not clear. It states that 

future archaeological assessments would be shared with 

ONTC, but it is not clear who would be commissioning the 

archaeological assessment, if not Ontario Northland. 

In bullet 7, it is not clear how an Archaeological Risk 

Management Plan will be of assistance to this project, as 

it has a relatively small Project Study Area, and the 

archaeological assessment already outlines the protocols 

for the discovery of human remains and undocumented 

archaeological resources. 

26 Section 6.2.1.7 

Ministry of 

Citizenship and 

Multiculturalism 

N/A N/A MTO comment 32 and 51 suggested

changes in Section 6.2.1.9 Ministry 

of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 

(now 6.2.1.7, page 84) regarding 

MCM responsibilities. 

We recommend that the text be 

revised as follows (see also MCM’s

initial letter dated June 11): 

MCM has an interest in undertakings

such as this under its, mandate to 

develop policies and programs for 

the conservation of Ontario’s cultural 

heritage. MCM is responsible for the 

administration of the Ontario 

Heritage Act (OHA) including its 

regulations. The OHA provides the 

primary statutory framework for the 

conservation of cultural heritage 

resources in Ontario. Including their 

identification, protection and wise 

management. The conservation of 

cultural heritage resources is also a 

matter of provincial importance as 

reflected in Ontario Regulation 

231/08. 

As a member of the Government 

Review Team, MCM reviews various 

applications and associated 

technical studies to ensure 

compliance with the Ontario Heritage 

Act and fulfilment of due diligence 

The applicable section of the 

EPR will be updated to 

reflect the following text as 

suggested by MCM”: “We 

recommend moving up the 

statement and map from 

Section 4.6.1 to Section 

3.3.4 to clarify any questions 

and misinterpretation about 

archaeological potential 

earlier in the EPR or add 

reference to inform the

reader that more information 

and a map can be found in 

Section 4.6.1.” 

ONTC’s response doesn’t 

address MCM comment 

dated September 4, 2024. 

Addressed. 
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Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration 
dated September 10, 

2024 

MCM Comment dated 
September 18, 2024 on 

ONTC Considerations 

MCM Comment dated 
January 22, 2025 on 

Revised EPR sent 
January 15, 2025 

related to cultural heritage more 

generally. 

Also, there is a typo in last sentence, 

the accurate section number is 6.6.3 

Further Archaeological Assessment 

Studies, not Section 6.6.4 (that do 

not exist in the EPR) and should be 

revised. 

Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Cultural Heritage Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Final Cultural 

Heritage Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024, on Updated Cultural 

Heritage Report 

27 Table of 

contents and 

Figures 

N/A N/A Page numbers are missing in the 

Table of Contents (Sections 8.1 to 8.3)

and in the Figures list.

Table of Contents formatting has been 

corrected. 

Addressed. 

28 Draft Cultural 

Heritage 

Report: 

Existing 

Conditions and 

Preliminary 

Impact 

Assessment 

2.3 Report 

Purpose 

The report should explain the rationale for the Project Study 

Area (project footprint plus a 50m buffer) from a cultural 

heritage perspective, i.e., explain why a 50m buffer was 

selected. 

Report revised to include information 

on why 50m buffer was applied. 

Not addressed. 

The following sentence was added: 

“The selected buffer area is inclusive 

of lands that may contain BHRs and 

CHLs that may be subject to direct or 

indirect impacts as a result of the 

Project.”. While it justifies the purpose 

of the buffer area, it is not clear why 

50m was chosen rather than 25m or 

100m. A similar concern was also 

highlighted in MTO comment 48 and 

71. 

While 50m may be considered 

sufficient for potential noise and 

vibration impacts, it does not account 

for all potential impacts to built 

heritage resources/cultural heritage 

landscapes. Additional impacts to 

BHR/CHLs may include but are not 

limited to the following: shadows that 

alter the appearance or change the 

visibility of a heritage attribute, 

isolation of a heritage attribute from its 

surrounding environment, context or a 

significant relationship and/or changing 

Additional information has been added 

to Section 2.3 to provide appropriate 

analysis and rationale regarding 

determination of study area 

boundaries used to define scope of 

data collection and impact assessment 

activities (50 m buffer). 

Added text demonstrates that the 

study area is appropriately sized in 

relation to the site’s characteristics, 

supporting appropriate assessment of 

all types of impacts to known or

potential built heritage resources and 

cultural heritage landscapes. 

Addressed. 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Cultural Heritage Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Final Cultural 

Heritage Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024, on Updated Cultural 

Heritage Report 

the character of a potential BHR/CHL 

through the obstruction of significant 

views or vistas to or from a property. 

An appropriate Study Area shall be 

defined by the analysis of site 

characteristics including potential 

staging area and should not focus on a 

single element, the proposed project 

footprint. 

29 Section 2.4 

Report 

Purpose of the 

Revised 

Cultural 

Heritage 

Report 

N/A N/A There is a typo in the second 

paragraph of Section 2.4, page 6. The 

first word of the second phrase is 

missing a letter: “The selected buffer 

area is…”. 

Typo revised in Cultural Heritage 

Report. 

Addressed. 

30 Draft Cultural 

Heritage 

Report: 

Existing 

Conditions and 

Preliminary 

Impact 

Assessment 

3.0 

Methodology 

3.3 

Identification of 

Built Heritage 

Resources and 

Cultural 

Heritage 

Landscapes 

We recommend editing the introductory paragraph as follows, 

to acknowledge that the MHSTCI 2019 TPAP guidance is 

one of the main documents guiding this report. 

This Cultural Heritage Report follows the above-mentioned 

TPAP guidance prepared by the then MHSTCI (now MCM) in 

2019, as well as guidance presented in the Ontario Heritage 

Tool Kit (Ministry of Culture 2006) and Criteria for Evaluating 

Potential for Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage 

Landscapes (Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 2016). 

The objective of this report is to present an inventory of 

known and potential BHRs and CHLs, and to provide a 

preliminary understanding of known and potential BHRs and 

CHLs located within areas anticipated to be directly or 

indirectly impacted by the proposed project. 

Text revised as suggested. Addressed. No response required. N/A 

31 Draft Cultural 

Heritage 

Report: 

Existing 

Conditions and 

Preliminary 

Impact 

Assessment 

See comment 2 on the Draft EPR, which applies to this 

section as well. We suggest changing the title of this section 

to be consistent with the change to the EPR. 

The first bullet in this section states that the City of Timmins 

was contacted for information in 2023 but the team received 

no response. We recommend follow-up with the City. 

The last bullet in this section says: 

At project start-up, ASI made a request to the proponent that 

any engagement with Indigenous communities undertaken as 

Comment 2 in EPR addressed in 

Cultural Heritage Report, as 

suggested. Title of Section 3.5 in 

Cultural Heritage Report revised. 

Response from City of Timmins on 18 

July 2023 added, no follow up 

required. 

Final bullet regarding ASI's request for 

information on Indigenous 

Partially addressed. 

See comment 19 above. Please 

confirm the date in which information 

sessions with Indigenous communities 

who demonstrated interest in the 

project were held. ONTC’s comment 

19 states a different year (2021) from 

the Cultural Heritage Report and 

Revised EPR (2023). 

As per response to comment #6 

above, dates of engagement have 

been revised for consistency and 

accuracy in the Cultural Heritage 

Report. 

Addressed. 
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Updated Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated September 10, 2024 and shared September 12, 2024, prepared by ASI) 

January 22, 2025 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Cultural Heritage Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Final Cultural 

Heritage Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024, on Updated Cultural 

Heritage Report 

3.0 

Methodology 

3.5 

Consultation 

with 

Regulatory 

Authorities 

part of this project include a discussion about known or 

potential BHRs and CHLs that are of interest to the 

respective communities. No feedback was received by the 

time of report submission. 

It is unclear if the requested discussions regarding cultural 

heritage took place. Please clarify. 

Engagement was removed as it 

repeats information contained in the 

bullet point immediately before. 

Information on which groups were 

contacted added into preceding 

paragraph noting information from 

Summary Report on Indigenous 

Engagement completed by Ontario 

Northland. 



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: File 0021147: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

From Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Date Wed 22-Jan-25 2:45 PM
To Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)

<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her)
(MTO) <Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton,
James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>

1 attachment (526 KB)
2025-01-22 Timmins-PorcupineStationEPR_MCMCommentResponses.pdf;



Good afternoon Krystal,

Thank you for providing a copy of the Revised Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) for the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project Assessment (dated January 15, 2025,
prepared by Gannett Fleming) for MCM review and comment.

I have reviewed the document against our previous comments and can confirm that all of our
previous comments have been addressed – see attached table.

I have additional comments on Table 4-9: Archaeology Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring
Commitments. The current “Potential Effect” identified is already included in the
“Monitoring/Future Work Commitments” column. This information is placed more
appropriately in the latter section of the table, because it describes a commitment rather than
a potential effect. In the “Potential Effect” column, please edit the text as follows:

Add to Potential Effect column:
Impact to previously undocumented archaeological resources

Delete the following text from the Potential Effect column:
Should the proposed work extend beyond the current Project Area or should
changes to the project design or temporary workspace requirements result in
the inclusion of previously un-surveyed lands, these lands should be subject to
further archaeological assessment conducted by a professionally licensed
archaeologist prior to any disturbance or construction activities.

In the “Monitoring/Future Work Commitments” column please break each sentence out into a
separate bullet point as they represent distinct commitments.

MCM finds that the proponent has undertaken due diligence with respect to cultural heritage
resources under this project by:

Preparing a Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment of the study area which
determined that no further archaeological assessment is required, and which
has been entered onto the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports.
Preparing a Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary
Impact Assessment, which determined that there are no known or potential
built heritage resources or cultural heritage landscapes within the study area.

Provided that the above edits can be made to the EPR text, MCM has no further comments on
the document.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project. Please continue to keep us
updated as the project proceeds.

Regards,
Laura



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

Re: File 0021147: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

From Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Date Mon 20-Jan-25 8:14 AM
To Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>

Hi Laura,

Hope you had a good weekend!

We appreciate that you are reviewing to confirm any final comments on the EPR related to Archaeology.  You may
disregard the s cky notes that appear on the PDF in Table 5-12 – these are notes to dra� that will be omi ed in
the final EPR and don’t represent content that we require MCM comments on (they are just le� over from the
Word version of the report as it was PDF’d from mark-up mode).  We confirm that we will avoid using the ‘sign off’
terminology in the Final EPR per your request. Rather, you will no ce we have used language such as “The
relevant EPR excerpts were sent to MCM on September 23 and 25, 2024. MCM provided confirma on via e-mail
on October 9, 2024 that the changes made to Sec on 3.2.3.1 were acceptable” within Table 5-12.

With this in mind, in lieu of using the term “sign-off’, I would characterize our request by saying that we’re looking
for MCM’s final agreement / acceptance of the EPR content.  As men oned, MCM confirmed via e-mail on
October 9th that cultural heritage comments were addressed in full so we consider them closed and those
sec ons finalized.  We need to move the final EPR forward towards No ce of Comple on and appreciate you
working with us to meet the January 23 meline.

Cheers,
-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C9ca7fcd4df814b0eca7708dd39546678%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638729756857459711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ilmOD1ADW19xB8YDU4bTJEC38Kh7aRGv1b2nquW1%2Blk%3D&reserved=0


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: File 0021147: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

From Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Date Fri 17-Jan-25 4:24 PM
To Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>

Hi Krystal,

I will do what I can to review by your requested date of January 23.

I have taken a very quick look at the report and see the that it includes Table 5-12, tracking MCM comments and
ONTC responses, with a s cky note to dra� on row 6 regarding MCM “sign-off” on October 9 – I am not sure if
that note is asking for a further revision to the report. I think the text in that box as it appears now is fine, and I
would like to request that MCM’s comments/review/feedback on extracted dra� text is not characterized as “sign-
off” in the EPR documenta on, as that can be taken to mean a final and locked in, and implies an approval role for
MCM. As we have said along the way, we can provide feedback on text, but may have addi onal comments once
we can look at all documenta on together (as we are now).

Thank you, and have a nice weekend,
Laura   

From: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Sent: Wednesday, January 15, 2025 5:12 PM
To: Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Ba sta, Cindy (MECP)
<Cindy.Ba sta@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her) (MTO)
<Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James (MCM)
<James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>; Ba sta, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Ba sta@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>
Subject: Re: File 0021147: Dra� Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Sta on

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open a�achments unless you recognize the sender.

Hi Laura,

Please find responses to your comments below:

Please edit the last paragraph in 4.6.1 as follows: “The Stage 1 AA report was accepted
entered by MCM into the Ontario Public Register of…”. The text has been revised as
suggested.



The text in section 4.6.1 is silent on whether the Stage 1 AA will be included in Appendix D as it
only mentions the MCM letter. Based on our reading of the previous draft EPR, which included the
archaeological assessment in the appendices, we assume the archaeological assessments will be
provided. But if not, please include the PIF Number for this report within the EPR text. 
 Confirming that the Stage 1 AA report as well as the Stage 2 AA report will be included in
Appendix D to the EPR.  The text in this section has been updated accordingly.
The comments above apply to section 4.6.2.  The text has been revised as suggested.
Please make a minor edit to a ministry name in section 6.6.2: Ontario Ministry of Public and
Business Service Delivery and Procurement.  The text has been updated.

In addition, we have provided the current Draft EPR at the link below to review sections relevant to
MCM. MCM confirmed that cultural heritage comments were addressed and signed-off October 9th so
we consider them closed and those sections finalized.  For Archeology, we have listed archeology
sections below to aid in the final review that comments have been incorporated.

https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-s08880826794b4961adec8c8ce8af1061

Sections for review:
Section 3.3.4
Section 4.6
Section 6.6
Table 4-9

If you can please review and confirm your written sign-off on the EPR by no later than January 23,
2025.

Cheers,

-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP

Director Passenger Rail

Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813

Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s08880826794b4961adec8c8ce8af1061&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C67cfde7dcdd34b41dcea08dd373d460c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638727458535030580%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=creLXVIBKeNXP1thLpYOFpzLECZlc23Vg19CLKca1rQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C67cfde7dcdd34b41dcea08dd373d460c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638727458535058667%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uKtMCa%2BKzj9UODn%2FkhR%2FHEhL%2FPhrmvHgitJEkWJlljU%3D&reserved=0


From: Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Sent: Friday, January 10, 2025 4:05 PM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP)
<Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her) (MTO)
<Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James (MCM)
<James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>; Ba�sta, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>
Subject: [External] RE: File 0021147: Dra� Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open a�achments unless you recognize the sender.

Good a�ernoon Krystal,

Thank you for providing these extracts related to archaeology for MCM’s review. We have reviewed these sec�ons
and compared them to our previous comments, and have the following edits and comments:

Please edit the last paragraph in 4.6.1 as follows: “The Stage 1 AA report was accepted entered by MCM
into the Ontario Public Register of…”
The text in sec�on 4.6.1 is silent on whether the Stage 1 AA will be included in Appendix D as it only
men�ons the MCM le�er. Based on our reading of the previous dra� EPR, which included the
archaeological assessment in the appendices, we assume the archaeological assessments will be provided.
But if not, please include the PIF Number for this report within the EPR text.
The comments above apply to sec�on 4.6.2.
Please make a minor edit to a ministry name in sec�on 6.6.2: Ontario Ministry of Public and Business
Service Delivery and Procurement.  

Please con�nue to keep us updated as the project proceeds. When a complete EPR is ready, please send it to
MCM for review. We may have addi�onal comments once we can see the report in full.

Sincerely,
Laura

From: Hatcher, Laura (MCM)
Sent: Wednesday, January 8, 2025 10:54 AM
To: Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Ba sta, Cindy (MECP)
<Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her) (MTO) 
<Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James (MCM) 
<James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>; Ba sta, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>
Subject: RE: File 0021147: Dra� Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

Hi Krystal,

I will focus on this version and January 17 should be fine.

Regards,
Laura
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August 21, 2024 

Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 
Archaeology Programs Unit 
Heritage Branch 
400 University Avenue, 5th Floor 
Toronto, ON M7A 2R9 

RE: Request for Expedited Review

Original Report: Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment, Northlander Passenger Rail Timmins-
Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process (Lots 8-9 Concessions 3-4,
Geographical Township of Whitney) District of Cochrane (PIF P094-0359-2023)

Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, 
safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is
reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and Northeastern
Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, 
also known as the Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the
province, creating a more connected, integrated transportation network.

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated 
Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the
City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, a taxi stand, and designated 
passenger pick-up and drop-off area. The study area includes reserved land that may be
required for a future bus storage and maintenance facility. Should the bus facility go forward in 
the future, the environmental impact assessment studies undertaken as part of this Timmins-
Porcupine Station TRPAP will need to be revisited and updated, as required, to address the
potential operations and construction phase impacts associated with the bus facility. These
updated/additional impact assessment studies will be carried out as part of completing an EPR
Addendum process, which would also entail Ontario Northland carrying out public, stakeholder, 
and Indigenous Communities consultation. Archaeological Services Inc. (ASI) was contracted by
Gannett Fleming, on behalf of the Ontario Northland Transportation Commission (ONTC), to
conduct a Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project.

Please accept this letter requesting an expedited review of the above-noted archaeological 
assessment report, conducted under archaeological consulting license #P094-0359-2023. This 
letter is being submitted by ASI (on behalf of ONTC) as part of the digital report package. 

The purpose of requesting an expedited review is to ensure the report is accepted into the 
Registrar in advance of commencing the procurement process for the project. Therefore, MCM 
clearance is required by December 2, 2024 in order to ensure that is obtained prior to the 
Timmins-Porcupine Station procurement being released to market. Construction is scheduled to 
begin in March, 2025. 
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Your assistance in expediting a review of the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment, Northlander 
Passenger Rail Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process (Lots 8-9 
Concessions 3-4, Geographical Township of Whitney) District of Cochrane (PIF P094-0359-2023) 
report is appreciated and will ensure scheduled project timelines are met. 

Sincerely, 

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP 
Director Passenger Rail 
Ontario Northland 
C: 705-471-6813 
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C59e378745d074cbc400008dcbd664fde%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638593494351462689%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jNZSQo3OsXDPX7EOqLqMhH%2BEJU%2FsCVbV0u%2FdyKEcmwk%3D&reserved=0


Dec 11, 2024 

Lisa Merritt (P094) 
ASI Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Services 
528 Bathurst Street Toronto ON M5S 2P9

Dear Ms. Merritt:

This office has reviewed the above-mentioned report, which has been submitted to this ministry as a
condition of licensing in accordance with Part VI of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c 0.18.1 This
review  has  been  carried  out  in  order  to  determine  whether  the  licensed  professional  consultant
archaeologist has met the terms and conditions of their licence, that the licensee assessed the property
and documented archaeological resources using a process that accords with the 2011 Standards and
Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists set by the ministry, and that the archaeological fieldwork and
report recommendations are consistent with the conservation, protection and preservation of the cultural
heritage of Ontario.

The report documents the assessment of the study area as depicted in Figure 7 of the above titled report
and recommends the following:

1) Parts of the Project Area exhibit low archaeological potential. This land requires Stage 2 archaeological
assessment by test pit survey at five metre intervals, where appropriate (Figure 7: areas highlighted in
grey). Stage 2 is required prior to any proposed construction activities on these lands;

2) The remainder of the Project Area does not retain archaeological potential on account of deep and
extensive land disturbance (Figure 7: area highlighted in yellow).  These lands do not require further
archaeological  assessment;  and,

3) Should the proposed work extend beyond the current Project Area, further archaeological assessment
should be conducted to determine the archaeological potential of the surrounding lands.

Based on the information contained in the report, the ministry is satisfied that the fieldwork and reporting for

Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM)

Archaeology Program Unit
Heritage Branch
Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage Division
5th Floor, 400 University Ave.
Toronto ON M7A 2R9
Tel.: (249) 885-1567
Email: Paige.Campbell@ontario.ca

Ministère des Affaires civiques et du Multiculturalisme (MCM)

Unité des programme d'archéologie
Direction du patrimoine
Division de la citoyenneté, de l'inclusion et du patrimoine
5e étage, 400 ave. University
Toronto ON M7A 2R9
Tél. : (249) 885-1567
Email: Paige.Campbell@ontario.ca

RE: Review and Entry into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports:
Archaeological Assessment Report Entitled, "Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment
Ontario Northland Northlander Passenger Rail Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit
and Rail Project Assessment Process (Lots 8-9 Concessions 3-4, Geographical
Township of Whitney), District of Cochrane", Dated Nov 15, 2024, Filed with MCM
on Nov 23, 2024, MCM Project Information Form Number P094-0359-2023, MCM 
File Number 0019419

Page 1 of 2



the archaeological  assessment are consistent with the ministry's 2011 Standards and Guidelines for
Consultant Archaeologists and the terms and conditions for archaeological licences. This report has been
entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports. Please note that the ministry makes no
representation or warranty as to the completeness, accuracy or quality of reports in the register.

Should you require any further information regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Paige Campbell 
Archaeology Review Officer

1In no way will the ministry be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result: (a) if the Report(s) or its
recommendations are discovered to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent; or (b) from the issuance of this letter. Further measures
may need to be taken in the event that additional artifacts or archaeological sites are identified or the Report(s) is otherwise found to be inaccurate,
incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.

cc. Archaeology Licensing Officer
Amber Saltarelli,Gannett Fleming Inc
Krystal Perepeluk,Ontario Northland
Cindy Batista,MECP
Wai Hadlari,MECP

Page 2 of 2



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

Re: File 0021147: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

From Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Date Wed 08-Jan-25 9:01 AM
To Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)

<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her)
(MTO) <Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton,
James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>

3 attachments (1 MB)
ENTERED INTO REGISTER Archaeological Report for P094-0359-2023.pdf; ENTERED INTO REGISTER Archaeological Report for
P094-0429-2024.pdf; Timmins Station TRPAP_Archaeology Sections EPR Combined_07Jan25.pdf;

Good Morning Laura, 

In light of the recent le ers received from MCM sta ng that the Stage 1 AA and Stage 2 AA Reports have now
been accepted into the Ontario Public Register (a ached for awareness), we have updated the applicable EPR
sec ons accordingly.  If you can please focus your review on the a ached versions instead and confirm MCM’s
sign-off on the EPR by January 17th.

Cheers, 
-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C5c614f8d0f6140a802f408dd2fecff8c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638719417180372161%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=T1%2FKBPL1GuSzfit3O2eWARGANFqke2Kx%2Fwn2ecOSuCg%3D&reserved=0


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: REVISED REPORT REQUIRED: P094-0359-2023:V1:Oct 24, 2024 / - Timmins Station TRPAP

From Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Date Wed 06-Nov-24 8:58 AM
To Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>
Cc Lisa Merritt <lmerritt@asiheritage.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham,

Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James
(MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Nito, Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca>

Hi Amber,

Thank you for le�ng us know.

Regards,
Laura

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Monday, November 4, 2024 9:59 AM
To: Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>; Hatcher, Laura (MCM)
<Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Cc: Lisa Merri� <lmerri�@asiheritage.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham,
Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James
(MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Nito, Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca>
Subject: FW: REVISED REPORT REQUIRED: P094-0359-2023:V1:Oct 24, 2024 / - Timmins Sta on TRPAP

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Good Morning Karla / Laura,

Just to keep you informed, we are in receipt of the attached comments on the Timmins Station Stage 1
AA Report and are aiming to submit the revised Stage 1 AA Report to MCM on November 11th.

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gannettfleming.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cafddef5b7cea40d74e3908dcfe6b0657%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638664982835929697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EYwm6axr6sdSTbXyQMemhmlnXMPdfXCpVjzJkz481Pw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fgannett-fleming&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cafddef5b7cea40d74e3908dcfe6b0657%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638664982835953411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kzVg9JtHbnEEHQFsP3edHY%2FptNczIuj%2FNf1WuICYyZI%3D&reserved=0


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or
open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Lisa Merri� <lmerri�@asiheritage.ca>
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2024 4:59 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>
Cc: Danielle Bella <dbella@asiheritage.ca>
Subject: FW: REVISED REPORT REQUIRED: P094-0359-2023:V1:Oct 24, 2024 / *

Lisa Merritt, MSc
Partner | Director • Environmental Assessment Division

AS I   •       Providing Archaeological & Cultural Heritage Services
LMerritt@asiheritage.ca • 416 966 1069 x 233 • Fax: 416 966 9723
528 Bathurst Street, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 2P9 • asiheritage.ca

From: pastport <pastport@ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2024 1:10 PM
To: Lisa Merri� <lmerri @asiheritage.ca>
Cc: PastPort@ontario.ca
Subject: REVISED REPORT REQUIRED: P094-0359-2023:V1:Oct 24, 2024 / *

Dear Lisa Merritt,

The ministry has reviewed the Original report for PIF P094-0359-2023 submitted by you as a condition
of your licence. Please refer to the attached letter to see the result of this review.

Please do not reply to this e-mail. The message will be undeliverable and we are unable to respond
from this address.

If you have any questions about this report email us at:Archaeology@ontario.ca

Thank you,

Paige Campbell

mailto:lmerritt@asiheritage.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@GFNET.com
mailto:amiljus@GFNET.com
mailto:dbella@asiheritage.ca
mailto:lmerritt@asiheritage.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fasiheritage.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cafddef5b7cea40d74e3908dcfe6b0657%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638664982835975367%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tVjdTUE%2FyU99YFBo3HNsTmHyjgpDwbhowe1PzdATKiQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pastport@ontario.ca
mailto:lmerritt@asiheritage.ca
mailto:PastPort@ontario.ca
mailto:Archaeology@ontario.ca


Outlook

RE: Northlander TRPAP Archaeology

From Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Date Tue 08-Oct-24 3:01 PM
To Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her) (MTO) <Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Abedin, Zeeshan (MTO)

<Zeeshan.Abedin@ontario.ca>
Cc Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Lisa Merritt

<lmerritt@asiheritage.ca>; Eliza Brandy <ebrandy@asiheritage.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>

1 attachment (2 MB)
22EA303_Porcupine_Stage1Results.jpg;

Good Afternoon Shannon & Zeeshan,

As requested on the call yesterday, please find below a link containing additional photos that were taken
as part of the Stage 1 AA work at Timmins Station.

h�ps://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-s7ed89b820b354d638bffe934dffc1164

Also attached here is the alternate version of the study area map with the project components removed,
per your request.

Please let us know if you have any follow up questions or comments.

Thanks,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients
specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>

https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-s7ed89b820b354d638bffe934dffc1164
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2024 1:03 PM
To: Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO); Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her) (MTO); Krystal Perepeluk; Saltarelli, Amber;
Graham, Jessica; Afante, Ramona (MTO); Abedin, Zeeshan (MTO)
Cc: Soule, Jillian (MTO)
Subject: Northlander TRPAP Archaeology
When: Monday, October 7, 2024 3:00 PM-3:30 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: Microso� Teams Mee�ng

________________________________________________________________________________

Microsoft Teams Need help?

Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 299 802 412 410

Passcode: GL3eKb

Join on a video conferencing device
Tenant key: teams@msteams.ontario.ca

Video ID: 116 906 689 4

More info

For organizers: Meeting options
________________________________________________________________________________

https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting?omkt=en-US
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OGVhYmFhOTYtNWRmMi00YTc0LTlhNjItOTg5ZGVkNTdmZjRk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22cddc1229-ac2a-4b97-b78a-0e5cacb5865c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22600d3f23-8aca-48cd-8d74-b954a30f1f6e%22%7d
mailto:teams@msteams.ontario.ca
https://pexip.me/teams/msteams.ontario.ca/1169066894
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=600d3f23-8aca-48cd-8d74-b954a30f1f6e&tenantId=cddc1229-ac2a-4b97-b78a-0e5cacb5865c&threadId=19_meeting_OGVhYmFhOTYtNWRmMi00YTc0LTlhNjItOTg5ZGVkNTdmZjRk@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US
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4.15.4 Archaeology 

Table 4-9: Archaeology Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 

Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 

Proposed Timmins-

Porcupine Station 

• Operations and

Maintenance

• Construction

• Parts of the Project Area exhibit low

archaeological potential. This land

requires Stage 2 archaeological

assessment by test pit survey at five

metre intervals, where appropriate

(Figure 4-1: areas highlighted in grey).

Stage 2 is required prior to any

proposed construction activities on

these lands; Should the proposed work

extend beyond the current Project Area

or should changes to the project design

or temporary workspace requirements

result in the inclusion of previously un-

surveyed lands, these lands should be

subject to further archaeological

assessment conducted by a

professionally licensed archaeologist

prior to any disturbance or construction

activities.

• All work shall be performed in accordance with Applicable Law, including but not

limited to the Ontario Heritage Act, the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism

(MCM), formerly the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries

(MHSTCI) Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (2011), and the

MCM document, Engaging Aboriginal Communities in Archaeology: A Draft Bulletin

for Consultant Archaeologists in Ontario (2011).

• Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may

be a new archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario

Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the archaeological resources must

cease alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant

archaeologist to carry out archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with Section 48 (1)

of the Ontario Heritage Act.

• If any suspected human remains are found, the Ministry of Transportation (MTO)

Project Manager/Environmental Planner should be contacted. MTO will approve a

licensed archaeologist to confirm the finds as human remains.

• The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 requires that any

person discovering human remains must cease all activities immediately and notify

the police or coroner. If the coroner does not suspect foul play in the disposition of

the remains, in accordance with Ontario Regulation 30/11 the coroner shall notify the

Registrar, Ontario Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery (MPBSD), which

administers provisions of that Act related to burial sites.

• If police/coroner determine that the finds are archaeological, then the licensed

archaeologist will notify the Registrar of Burials at MPBSD and a Burial Site

Investigation process will be initiated.

• In situations where human remains are associated with archaeological resources, the

MCM should also be notified (at archaeology@ontario.ca) to ensure that the

archaeological site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a

contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act.

• Any site personnel responsible

for carrying out or overseeing

land-disturbing activities will be

informed of their responsibilities

in the event that an

archaeological resource is

encountered. Should the

proposed work extend beyond

the assessed Project Area or

should changes to the project

design or temporary workspace

requirements result in the

inclusion of previously un-

surveyed lands, these lands

should be subject to further

archaeological assessment

conducted by a professionally

licensed archaeologist prior to

any disturbance or construction

activities.
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4.15.3 Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 

Table 4-8: Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 

Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 

Proposed Timmins-

Porcupine Station 

• Operations and Maintenance

• Construction

• No potential effects as no BHRs or CHLs were

identified.

• No mitigation measures are required. • Monitoring and/or future work commitments are not

required.
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4.15 Summary of Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 

4.15.1 Natural Environment 

Table 4-6: Natural Environment Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 

Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 

Proposed Timmins-

Porcupine Station 

• Operations and 

Maintenance 

• Incidental encounters of wildlife. 

 

• Allow incidentally encountered wildlife to passively move out of the work area. 

 

• While no SAR vegetation was observed, nuts or other 

seeds may be dispersed by wildlife. Educate personnel 

with respect to seedling identification. 

• Construction • Loss of vegetation.  • Vegetation removal should be minimized where possible. 

• Any post-construction planting and landscaping efforts should include native 

vegetation species that are consistent with the current vegetation communities 

(i.e., native grasses and pollinator plants) and contribute to wildlife habitat.  

• Use previously disturbed/paved areas or cultural/manicured areas for 

construction laydown and staging to the extent possible. 

• The health and success of any planted or revegetated 

areas should be confirmed post construction and 

documented through a site visit. 

• Increased silt or sedimentation of 

retained vegetation communities. 

• Develop and implement an erosion and sediment control plan; control 

access and movement of equipment and people; designate areas for 

equipment storage; minimize the area and duration of soil exposure; control 

erosion, sedimentation, and nutrient inputs through use of best 

management practices. 

• Erosion and sediment control measures are to remain 

in place until vegetation is confirmed to be 

established (through a site visit) and/or soils are 

stabilized. 

• Disturbance of wildlife species and 

habitat due to increased loss of 

vegetation and noise produced by 

clearing/grading or general 

construction. 

• Initiate construction during the late/fall winter, if possible, to avoid 

disturbing sensitive species. 

• Vegetation clearing is to occur outside of the breeding bird window of April 

1-August 31. If tree clearing is required to be completed during the breeding 

bird window, a nest sweep will be completed by a qualified biologist no 

more than 48 hours prior to vegetation removal. The results of the nest 

sweep will be documented in a technical memo and provided to the MNR 

for review prior to the commencement of work. 

• If an active nest or den is found, work in the vicinity will cease and MECP/MNR 

be notified prior to any action being taken. Consultation with a qualified 

biologist and the agencies having jurisdiction (e.g., MECP, MNR) will be 

required to determine the extent of protection and mitigation measures (e.g., 

protective buffer established around the nest). 

• Vegetation clearing to occur outside of the bat roosting season of May 1-

August 31. Should removal of potential SAR bat habitat be required, SAR bat 

surveys will be completed by a qualified specialist in advance of the removal 

activities to confirm SAR bat habitat presence. 

• If removal of confirmed SAR bat habitat is required, all requirements under 

the ESA will be met, including any registration, compensation, replacement 

structures and/or permitting requirements. 

• All requirements of the ESA and/or SARA Species-specific mitigation 

measures will be implemented, in consultation with MECP, as required. 

• Allow incidentally encountered wildlife during construction to passively 

move out of the work area. 

• Delineate all work areas using erosion fencing or similar barriers to avoid 

incidental intrusion into any adjacent wildlife habitat. 

• On-site inspection will be undertaken to confirm the 

implementation of the mitigation measures and 

identify corrective actions if required. 

• Corrective actions may include additional site 

maintenance and alteration of activities to minimize 

impacts. 

• Species-specific monitoring activities will be 

developed in accordance with any registration and/or 

permitting requirements under the ESA. 
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Figure 4-1: Archaeological Potential within Project Area 



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

Re: File 0021147: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

From Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Date Thu 19-Dec-24 10:57 AM
To Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)

<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her)
(MTO) <Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton,
James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>

4 attachments (645 KB)
Timmins Station TRPAP_Updated EPR_RevE_Dec2024_Table 4-8.pdf; Timmins Station TRPAP_Updated EPR_RevE_Dec2024_Table
4-9.pdf; Timmins Station TRPAP_Updated EPR_RevE_Dec2024_Figure 4-1.pdf; Timmins Station TRPAP_Updated
EPR_RevE_Dec2024_Table 4-6.pdf;

Hi Laura, 

A�ached are the Figures and Tables referenced in the archeology EPR excerpts to aid in your review, instead of the
full EPR which we aren't recircula�ng at this �me.  

Table 4-6, Table 4-8, Table 4-9, Figure 4-1

We look forward to receiving your comments.

Cheers, 
-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca

mailto:Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cd1eeb026992743a5bfa308dd2045c0ff%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638702206209745612%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nNFJFDX0xSKlyws3UtB7FIgMyHzK6K8igc9ckV7PiQo%3D&reserved=0


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: File 0021147: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

From Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Date Tue 17-Dec-24 11:59 AM
To Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)

<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her)
(MTO) <Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton,
James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>

Hi Krystal,

Thank you for sharing these sec�ons for our review. While we can focus our review at this �me on the sec�ons
related to archaeology that you have iden�fied, we are wondering if you could send the please en�re EPR
document to us to assist with the review. The text you have asked us to review references figures and appendices
that are provided in other parts of the report and it would be helpful to be able to see it all together.

With staff vaca�on and workload January 6 will not be possible, unfortunately. We understand this is a priority
project but would like to propose January 16 for comments, which is more in line with the Heritage Planning
Unit’s 30 day service offer.

Regards,

Laura 
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• Silt fencing will be installed around all designated work areas to prevent any offsite transport of sediment;  
• Exposed soils will be hydroseeded within 45 days, both for temporary work areas and final grades;  
• Existing vegetation on embankments shall be maintained as long as possible and exposed areas shall be 

stabilized as soon as possible by seeding and mulching;  
• Appropriate lengths of silt fencing will be installed along the perimeter of minimized, designated work 

areas to limit construction impacts;  
• Design and implement erosion and sediment controls to contain/isolate the construction zones, manage 

site drainage/runoff and prevent erosion of exposed soils and migration of sediment to any watercourses, 
and ensure sites are stabilized prior to removal following construction; and, 

• Stockpiles to be located at a minimum of 30 metres from watercourses and isolated to ensure material 
will not enter any watercourse or ditchline. All stockpiles are to be removed upon completion of the works 
and the site restored, as appropriate. 

6.4 Natural Environment 

6.4.1 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 

The following measures will be adhered to in the event that disturbance, displacement or mortality of wildlife is 
anticipated as a result of the design or construction of the Project: 

• Prior to construction, investigation of the project footprint for wildlife and wildlife habitat that may have 
established following the completion of previous surveys will be undertaken, as appropriate; 

• If wildlife is encountered, measures will be implemented to avoid destruction, injury, or interference with 
the species, and/or its habitat. For example, construction activities will cease or be reduced and wildlife 
will be encouraged to move offsite and away from the construction area on its own. A qualified biologist 
will be contacted to define the appropriate buffer required from wildlife; and, 

• Onsite inspection will be undertaken to confirm the implementation of the mitigation measures and 
identify corrective actions if required. Corrective actions may include additional site maintenance and 
alteration of activities to minimize impacts. 

6.4.2 Migratory Breeding Birds & Nests 

Where removal of vegetation cannot occur outside of the breeding bird window (late April to late August), 
consultation with Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Canadian Wildlife Service office is required. The 
mitigation measures as outlined in Table 4-6 will be implemented and adhered to in order to reduce or mitigate 
the potential for adverse effects on birds and their nests. 

6.5 Land Use Approvals 

Refer to Section 6.2.2. 

6.6 Archaeological Resources 

Ontario Northland acknowledges that the Stage 1 AA Report is currently with MCM for review and has yet to be 
entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports. The Stage 1 AA is not considered complete 
until it has been entered into the register.  

NTD - Once MCM issues a letter confirming that the Stage 1 AA has been entered into the register, Ontario 
Northland, in consultation with MCM and MECP, will revisit the EPR text to ensure that any commitments are aligned 
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with the recommendations of the Stage 1. Project reporting may need to be updated through an addendum or 
errata.   

Similarly, once MCM’s letter is received, it will be appended to the EPR via an errata. No ground disturbing activities 
will occur until Ontario Northland receives MCM’s letter. 

Further archaeological assessment, if recommended by the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment, will also be 
completed as soon as possible during detailed design. Archaeological concerns have not been addressed until 
reports have been entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports where those reports 
recommend that: 

1. the archaeological assessment of the project area is complete; and, 
2. all archaeological sites identified by the assessment are either of no further cultural heritage value or 

interest (as per Section 48(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act) or that mitigation of impacts has been 
accomplished through an avoidance and protection strategy. 

6.6.1 Previously Undocumented Archaeological Resources 

Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be a new archaeological site 
and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the 
archaeological resources must cease alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant 
archaeologist to carry out archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

6.6.2 Discovery of Human Remains 

The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33, requires that any person discovering or 
having knowledge of human remains shall immediately notify the police or coroner. If the coroner does not 
suspect foul play in the disposition of the remains, in accordance with Ontario Regulation 30/11 the coroner shall 
notify the Registrar, Ontario Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery, which administers provisions of that 
Act related to burial sites. In situations where human remains are associated with archaeological resources, the 
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism should also be notified (at archaeology@ontario.ca) to ensure that the 
archaeological site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage 
Act.  It is recommended that the Registrar of Cemeteries at the Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery is 
also immediately notified. 

6.6.3 Further Archaeological Assessment Studies 
Parts of the Project Area exhibit low archaeological potential. This land requires Stage 2 archaeological assessment 
by test pit survey at five metre intervals, where appropriate (Figure 4-1: areas highlighted in grey). Stage 2 AA is 
required prior to any proposed construction activities on these lands.  

If the project design changes during detail design (post TRPAP) and encroachment on the lands identified to 
retain archaeological potential is expected, Ontario Northland will complete a Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment 
survey prior to any disturbance or construction activities.  

6.7 Noise & Vibration 

During detailed design of the Station, Ontario Northland will review and update the Noise assessment in order to 
refine the final noise mitigation strategy with respect to potential noise impacts on Receptor 1. 
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4.5 Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 

Based on the background research and field review, there are no known or potential BHRs or CHLs identified in 
the Study Area. A summary of Cultural Heritage impacts, mitigation measures and future work commitments is 
presented in Table 4-8 below. 

4.5.1 Recommendations 

As no known or potential BHRs or CHLs were identified in the Study Area, there are no potential Operations and 
Maintenance or Construction effects to BHRs and CHLs as part of this impact assessment. Therefore, no mitigation 
measures have been proposed. 

4.6 Archaeology 

4.6.1 Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Recommendations 

Per the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment, the following recommendations are made: 

1) Parts of the Project Area exhibit low archaeological potential. This land requires Stage 2 archaeological 
assessment by test pit survey at five metre intervals, where appropriate (Figure 4-1: areas highlighted in 
grey). Stage 2 is required prior to any proposed construction activities on these lands; 

2) The remainder of the Project Area does not retain archaeological potential on account of deep and 
extensive land disturbance (Figure 4-1: area highlighted in yellow). These lands do not require further 
archaeological assessment; and, 

3) Should the proposed work extend beyond the current Project Area, further archaeological assessment 
should be conducted to determine the archaeological potential of the surrounding lands. 

Table 4-9 below also provides a summary of the key project components/activities, and proposed 
mitigation/monitoring activities (as applicable). 
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archival photographs, archaeological assessments, maps and aerial photographs, and other 
documentation for any previously-identified heritage properties within the Study Area, as well as any 
other additional information related to the Study Area. A response on July 18, 2023 provided some spatial 
information in GIS and imagery, however, no additional information on known or potential BHRs or CHLs 
in the Study Area was provided. 

• The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (email communication June 30 and July 12, 2023). Email 
correspondence confirmed that there are no properties designated by the Minister and that they are not 
aware of any Provincial Heritage Properties within or adjacent to the Study Area. 

• The Ontario Heritage Trust (e-mail communications June 30 and July 14, 2023). A response indicated the 
Ontario Heritage Trust does not own or protect via easement any properties within or immediately 
adjacent to the Study Area. 

• Gannett Fleming provided ASI with a summary of Ontario Northland’s engagement with Indigenous 
Communities and Organizations. Ontario Northland contacted the following 17 Indigenous Communities 
and Organizations on August 13 and 30, 2021: Moose Cree First Nation, Taykwa Tagamou First Nation, 
Wahgoshig First Nation, Matachewan First Nation, Beaverhouse First Nation, Temagami First Nation, 
Nipissing First Nation, Wahta First Nation, Chippewas of Rama First Nation, Shawanaga First Nation, 
Magnetawan First Nation, Anishnabek Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Chiefs of Ontario, Mushkegowuk 
First Nation, Ontario Native Women’s Association, and the Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship 
Centres.  

o Responses were received from the Moose Cree First Nation, Nipissing First Nation, and the 
Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship Centres, with information sessions held with these 
groups on October 19, 2021, September 13, 2021, and November 15, 2021, respectively. 

o No responses were received from other groups contacted. 
o There has been no information provided by Indigenous Communities and Organizations about 

known or potential BHRs or CHLs within the Study Area.  
• Community information gathering was also completed by ASI through email communication with the 

following organizations: 
o The Little Claybelt Homesteaders Museum (email communication July 6, 2023), a request was 

made for any archival images or information on the construction of the T&NO in Timmins. A 
response on July 6, 2023 provided archival images of the T&NO Timmins Station outside of the 
Study Area.  

o Timmins Museum and Archives (July 7, 2023). A request was made for any available historical 
maps of the Study Area. No response was received at the time of draft report preparation, and so 
available maps from other sources were used in the report. This does not represent a research 
limitation as suitable mapping was available for reporting. 

3.2.4 Archaeology 

The following provides a summary of the methodology developed to collect and document archaeological 
existing conditions information within the Project Area. A more detailed overview of this methodology is provided 
in Appendix D. 

The Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment considered background reports of previous archaeological assessments 
conducted within a radius of 50 metres and OASD registered archaeological sites within one (1) kilometre of the 
Project Area. 
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3.2.4.1 Data Gathering 

Available secondary source background information was collected from available sources and reviewed. This 
includes, but is not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory authorities, 
any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) data, as follows: 

• Historical maps and topographic maps;
• Aerial photography and orthoimagery (i.e., Google Earth);
• Municipal Archaeological Management Plans;
• The site record forms for registered archaeological sites (Ontario Archaeological Sites Database);
• Previously completed archaeological assessment reports;
• Published and unpublished documentary sources;
• Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) Land Information Ontario (LIO); and,
• Ontario geological survey (OGS) surficial geology, physiography, and soil drainage maps.

3.2.4.2 Field Investigations 
The Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment property inspection was conducted on June 23, 2023, in order to gain 
first-hand knowledge of the geography, topography, and current conditions and to evaluate and map 
archaeological potential of the Project Area. It was a systematic visual inspection from publicly accessible 
lands/public right-of-ways only and did not include excavation or collection of archaeological resources. Fieldwork 
was conducted when weather conditions were deemed clear with good visibility (overcast with seasonal 
temperatures), per S & G Section 1.2., Standard 2.  

Data collected was captured within a GIS database and detailed mapping was prepared. 

3.2.5 Noise and Vibration 

The following provides a summary of the methodology developed to collect and document noise and vibration 
existing conditions information within the Study Area. A more detailed overview of this methodology is provided 
in Appendix E. 

Available secondary source background information was collected from available sources and reviewed. This 
includes, but is not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory authorities, 
any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source GIS data, as follows: 

• Aerial photography and orthoimagery (i.e., Google Earth); and,
• City of Timmins Zoning By-law.

A review of applicable legislation and guidance documents was undertaken and included the following: 

• Environmental Noise Guideline - Stationary and Transportation Sources - Approval and Planning, 2013
o NPC-300 (2013)

• MOEE/GO Transit Noise and Vibration Protocol, 1995
o Draft Protocol for Noise and Vibration (1995)

No field investigations were undertaken as part of the TRPAP to document existing conditions. Data was collected 
through review of background information and aerial photography. 
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From Krystal Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Date Mon 16-Dec-24 12:17 PM
To Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Cc Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)
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Station TRPAP_Updated EPR_RevE_Section 3.2.4.pdf; Timmins Station TRPAP_Updated EPR_RevE_Section 3.3.4.pdf;

A�ernoon Laura, 

Please find a�ached updated EPR sec�ons pertaining to archeology for review and sign off.  I know the holidays
are fast approaching but if you can please review by January 6, 2025, please let me know if this is possible. 

Cheers, 
-Krystal

Krystal Perepeluk, RPP
Director Passenger Rail
Ontario Northland

C: 705-471-6813
Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca

www.ontarionorthland.ca
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Veronica Campbell <Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>;
Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl
(MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her) (MTO) <Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Kate
Bonde� <Kate.Bonde�@ontarionorthland.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton,
James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>;
Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@gfnet.com>
Subject: [External] RE: File 0021147: Dra� Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Good a�ernoon Amber and Krystal,

Thank you for circula�ng the Updated Cultural Heritage Report (CHR, dated September 10, 2024) and ONTC’s
responses to MCM comments on the Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR) for Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on
to the Ministry of Ci�zenship and Mul�culturalism for review.

We have reviewed the updated CHR and ONTC’s response and have the following comments:
• All MCM’s comments on the Cultural Heritage Report were addressed.
• It seems that most of MCM’s comments on the revised EPR will be addressed, with the excep�on of the
archaeological assessment. MCM can confirm once it has a chance to review the revised EPR.
• Status of archaeological assessment - the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment for this project (under Project
Informa�on Form number P094-0359-2023) was submi�ed on August 2, 2024, and a request for expedited review
was submi�ed by the proponent’s licensed archaeologist on August 21, 2024. At this �me, we note that the
review of the Stage 1 AA will not be completed by September 18 and is very unlikely to be completed during the
35-day period. Revisions may also be required which will extend the �meline.
• The informa�on and recommenda�ons regarding archaeological resources contained in the archaeological
assessment report, and presented in the EPR, should not be considered final un�l the Stage 1 Archaeological
Assessment report has been entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports. At this �me, MCM
is not in a posi�on to comment on whether the project has addressed this ma�er of provincial importance.

Please find a�ached MCM’s detailed comments on the response table.

We understand that a call may be arranged with MECP and the project team to discuss the ma�er of the Stage 1
Archaeological Assessment. In the mean�me, please do not hesitate to reach out, if you have any addi�onal
ques�ons.

Sincerely,
Laura

Laura Hatcher
Heritage Advisor  |  Heritage Branch/Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage Division
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  |  Ontario Public Service
437-239-3404  |  laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people
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(MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her)
(MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>

We appreciate the update Laura, thank you.

From: Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2024 8:16 AM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>
Cc: Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Nito,
Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James (MCM)
<James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: MCM - RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

Good morning Amber,

The Archaeology Program Unit is aiming to complete the review by the end of October, with the usual caveat that
revisions may be required.

Best,
Laura
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Nito, Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
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(MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>

Hi Laura

Thanks for the confirmation regarding the updated EPR excerpts.

Can you kindly provide a status update on MCM’s review of the Stage 1 AA Report and potential timing for
receipt of comments?

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental
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Cc: Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
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Hi Amber,

The changes made to sec�ons 3.2.3 and 6.2.1.7 look fine. For sec�on 6.6, we recommend wai�ng un�l the project
team is close to resuming the study period before finalizing the text, to make sure it reflects the current status of the
archaeological assessment.  

Thank you,

Laura

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 8, 2024 2:25 PM
To: Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>
Cc: Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Nito,
Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James (MCM)
<James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: MCM - RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Hi Laura

I’m following up on my September 25th email, as we have not yet received a response to this latest
correspondence.  Please confirm that the EPR excerpts provided are satisfactory and that the MCM
comments pertaining to these items are now closed.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental
impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients specifically request
hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee.
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review,
disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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Outlook

RE: MCM - RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

From Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Date Wed 2024-09-25 4:22 PM
To Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>
Cc Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn

<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>;
Nito, Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James
(MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>

Laura,

Following up on your Sept 23 email:

The one comment was addressed in the CH Report ad is now carried forward in the EPR (see below).  I believe the
other was suggested text embedded in an e-mail chain and was never officially submi�ed in a comment/response
format.  Nevertheless this change has now also been made.  Please see below updated EPR exceprts. 





[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Director, Environmental Services – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental
impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients specifically request
hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee.
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review,
disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 2:52 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>
Cc: Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Nito,
Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James (MCM)
<James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: MCM - RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

Hi Amber,

Thank you for providing the excerpts from the EPR for our review. We have reviewed the excerpts and have the
following comments.

The �tle of sec�on 3.2.3.1 has not been changed. Please see comment 19 in the comment table.

The text added to sec�on 6.2.1.7 is missing the following text that was recommended by MCM: “As a member of the
Government Review Team, MCM reviews various applica�ons and associated technical studies to ensure compliance
with the Ontario Heritage Act and fulfilment of due diligence related to cultural heritage more generally.”

The EPR text includes proposed commitment language (in new sec�on 6.6) to address the outstanding Stage 1
Archaeological Assessment. As I said in my email on September 19, it would be premature to finalize this language now.
It is our understanding that the project is currently suspended in order to allow Ontario Northland to examine an issue
related to a ma�er of provincial importance. We recommend wai�ng un�l Ontario Northland is close to resuming the
study period before finalizing any commitments related to archaeology to ensure it reflects the status of the report at
that �me.

With that said, we propose the following language for sec�on 6.6 to address a scenario where the Stage 1
Archaeological Assessment has not yet been added to the register:  

Ontario Northland acknowledges that the Stage 1 AA Report is currently with MCM for review and has yet to
be entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports. The Stage 1 AA is not considered

mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming


complete un�l it has been entered into the register.

Once MCM issues a le�er confirming that the Stage 1 AA has been entered into the register, Ontario Northland,
in consulta�on with MCM and MECP, will revisit the EPR text to make sure that any commitments are aligned
with the recommenda�ons of the Stage 1. Project repor�ng may need to be updated through an addendum or
errata. 

Similarly, once MCM’s le�er is received, it will be appended to the EPR via an errata. No ground disturbing
ac�vi�es will occur un�l Ontario Northland receives MCM’s le�er.

Further archaeological assessment, if recommended by the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment, will also be
completed as soon as possible during detailed design. Archaeological concerns have not been addressed un�l
reports have been entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports where those reports
recommend that:

1. the archaeological assessment of the project area is complete and,

2. all archaeological sites iden�fied by the assessment are either of no further cultural heritage
value or interest (as per Sec�on 48(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act) or that mi�ga�on of impacts
has been accomplished through an avoidance and protec�on strategy.

[If Ontario Northland has commitments/prac�ces regarding sharing the Stage 1 report with Indigenous
communi�es, this should be reiterated here]

Please let us know if you wish to discuss these comments.

We may have addi�onal comments during the 30 day public comment period once the No�ce of Comple�on is issued
for the project.

Sincerely,

Laura

Laura Hatcher
Heritage Advisor  |  Heritage Branch/Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage Division
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  |  Ontario Public Service
437-239-3404  |  laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 7:41 AM
To: Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>
Cc: Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Nito,
Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: MCM - RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)
Importance: High
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Good Morning Laura and Karla,

As a follow up to your request, please find attached excerpts from the updated EPR that show where
changes have been made to reflect MCM’s prior comments up until this point.  We anticipate your review of
this document to be a ‘final check’ type review - we are not opening up the rest of the EPR to additional/new
rounds of comments at this juncture.

Also, Page 13 of the attached PDF contains one follow up ONTC response (in red font).

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental
impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless clients specifically request
hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee.
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review,
disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Sent: Thursday, September 19, 2024 3:17 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>; Ba�sta,
Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Cc: Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Nito,
Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: RE: MCM - RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

Hi Amber,

Further to my email yesterday on the comment table and Cultural Heritage Report, I wanted to respond to this
proposal as well. Because of where we are in the process, we would like to wait to comment on this proposed
language. We will be in touch later on, closer to the No�ce of Comple�on being issued, and will review the status of the
Stage 1 AA then to inform our comments/recommended approach.

Thank you,

Laura

Laura Hatcher
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Heritage Advisor  |  Heritage Branch/Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage Division
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  |  Ontario Public Service
437-239-3404  |  laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people

From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 1:07 PM
To: Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>; Ba�sta, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Ba�sta@ontario.ca>
Cc: Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Nito,
Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: MCM - RE: Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.

Good Afternoon Karla & Cindy,

On behalf of ONTC, and as a follow up to the call we had last week.  As discussed, below is the
commitment language we propose adding to Section 6 of the Final EPR to address the Archaeological
Assessment item:

ONTC acknowledges that the Stage 1 AA Report is currently with MCM for review (submitted August
2nd) and MCM’s letter confirming that the archaeological assessment report has been entered into the
Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Report is forthcoming.  Once MCM’s letter it is received, the
EPR and/or Stage 1 AA report will be updated (if required) post Notice of Completion via the Errata
process, in coordination with MECP and MCM.  Similarly, once MCM’s letter is received, it will be
appended to the EPR – via an Errata.
No ground disturbing activities will occur until Ontario Northland receives MCM’s letter.

Please confirm that with this added commitment language and the discussion we had about other recent 
TPAPs proceeding with Notice of Completion in parallel with the AA report going through the Ontario Public 
Register process, there are no further outstanding concerns related to Archaeology for the purposes of the 
TRPAP.  We kindly request this confirmation by tomorrow EOD.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 
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Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station [MCM File 0021147] 

MCM Comments on: 

ONTC Consideration on MCM comment (dated September 10, 2024 and shared September 12, 2024, prepared by Gannett Fleming) 

Updated Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated September 10, 2024 and shared September 12, 2024, prepared by ASI) 

September 18, 2024 

Page 1 of 15 

Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

1 MCM Letter Thank you for providing the Ministry of Citizenship and 

Multiculturalism (MCM) with the draft EPR for the above-

referenced project, which is following the Transit and Rail 

Project Assessment Process (TRPAP) as defined in Ontario 

Regulation 231/08 under the Environmental Assessment Act. 

O. Reg 231/08 identifies the MCM’s interest in cultural

heritage resources. Cultural heritage resources include:

• Archaeological resources, including land and marine;

• Built heritage resources, including bridges and

monuments; and,

• Cultural heritage landscapes.

Acknowledged. N/A No response required. N/A 

2 MCM Letter Under the TRPAP, the proponent is required to consider 

whether its proposed transit project could have potential 

negative impact on the environment. Under the process an 

objection can be submitted to the Ministry of the 

Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) about a 

matter of provincial importance that relates to the natural 

environment or has cultural heritage value or interest. The 

MECP expects a transit project proponent to make 

reasonable efforts to avoid, prevent, mitigate or protect 

matters of provincial importance. 

The MECP’s Guide to Environmental Assessment 

Requirements for Transit Projects (Transit Guide) provides 

guidance to proponents on how to meet the requirements of 

O.Reg 231/08. The Transit Guide encourages proponents to

obtain information and input from appropriate government

agency technical representatives before starting the TRPAP

to assist in meeting the timelines specified in the regulation,

including the submission of a draft Environmental Project

Report (EPR) for review and comment prior to issuing a

Notice of Commencement.

Among the pre-planning activities outlined in Section 4.1 of 

the Transit Guide, a proponent is advised to conduct studies 

to:  

• identify existing baseline environmental conditions;

• identify project-specific location or alignment

(including construction staging, land requirements);

and,

• identify expected environmental impacts and

proposed measures to mitigate potential negative

impacts.

Acknowledged. A detailed project 

description is contained in Section 

Error! Reference source not found., 

existing environmental conditions are 

contained throughout Section Error! 

Reference source not found., and 

expected environmental impacts and 

mitigation measures are contained 

throughout Section Error! Reference 

source not found. of this EPR. 

N/A No response required. N/A 



Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station [MCM File 0021147] 

MCM Comments on: 

ONTC Consideration on MCM comment (dated September 10, 2024 and shared September 12, 2024, prepared by Gannett Fleming) 

Updated Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated September 10, 2024 and shared September 12, 2024, prepared by ASI) 

September 18, 2024 

Page 2 of 15 

Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

This letter provides advice on how to incorporate 

consideration of cultural heritage in the above mentioned pre-

planning activities, and also expands on section 3.4 of the 

Transit Guide by outlining the technical studies and level of 

detail required to address the cultural heritage component for 

transit projects that are covered by O.Reg 231/08. The 

outcomes and recommendations of the studies will be 

reported in the draft EPR and form the basis for any future 

commitments outlined in the EPR. 

3 MCM Letter MCM will comment on the draft EPR prior to the Notice of 

Commencement for the project, but to do so, we request that 

the Cultural Heritage Report be sent to the Heritage Planning 

Unit for review, and that the archaeologist submit the Stage 1 

AA directly to the ministry for review. Please see our more 

detailed comments on these aspects of the project reporting 

below. These comments are consistent with the advice we 

provide on all TPAP projects. 

Copies of the Draft Stage 1 

Archaeological Assessment Report 

and the Draft Cultural Heritage Report: 

Existing Conditions and Preliminary 

Impact Assessment were provided to 

the MCM via e-mail on May 17, 2024. 

While the referred reports were sent to 

Heritage Planning Unit on May 17, 

2024, the Draft Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report (under Project 

Information Form number P094-0359-

2023) was submitted to the 

Archaeology Program Unit at MCM on 

August 2, 2024. Upon the suggestion 

of MCM, a request for expedited 

review was submitted by the 

proponent’s licensed archaeologist on 

August 21, 2024. 

Before issuing a decision or 

proceeding with any ground disturbing 

activities, approval authorities and/or 

proponents should wait for MCM’s 

letter confirming that the 

archaeological assessment report has 

been entered into the Ontario Public 

Register of Archaeological Reports 

(Section 65 of the Ontario Heritage 

Act). The letter will also indicate either 

that there are no further concerns for 

impacts to archaeological resources or 

articulate next steps to mitigate those 

concerns. MCM’s letter needs to be 

included in the Final EPR. 

Ontario Northland acknowledges the 

comment and confirms our 

commitment to not undertaking any 

ground disturbing activities until we are 

in receipt of MCM’s letter. The 

expedited review request indicated a 

respond by date of December 2, 2024 

which does not align with the TRPAP 

Notice of Completion timeline 

(currently targeted for September 

26th). With this in mind, and 

considering that there is no 

archaeological potential in the portion 

of the study area where the Station is 

to be constructed, and that MCM has 

confirmed that all previous comments 

on the Stage 1 AA Report have been 

adequately addressed, Ontario 

Northland proposes that we will 

proceed as follows: 

• The Final EPR that will be

submitted along with the

Notice of Completion will

include the current version of

the Stage 1 AA Report.

• If MCM’s letter requires further

revisions to the Stage 1 AA

Report (and/or the EPR), once

it is received, the EPR/AA

report will be updated post

Notice of Completion via the

Errata process, in coordination

with MECP and MCM.

• Similarly, once MCM’s letter is

received, it will be appended

to the EPR – via an Errata.

Please, refer to MCM email response 

regarding the Archaeology 

Assessment Review process. 
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MCM Comments on: 

ONTC Consideration on MCM comment (dated September 10, 2024 and shared September 12, 2024, prepared by Gannett Fleming) 

Updated Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated September 10, 2024 and shared September 12, 2024, prepared by ASI) 

September 18, 2024 

Page 3 of 15 

Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

• No ground disturbing activities

will occur until Ontario

Northland receives MCM’s

letter – the commitments in

Section 6.0 of the EPR will be

updated to reflect this.

4 MCM Letter Please note that the Standards and Guidelines for 

Conservation of Provincial Heritage Properties (S&G), 

prepared pursuant to Section 25.2 of the Ontario Heritage Act 

(OHA), came into effect on July 1, 2010. All Ontario 

government ministries and public bodies that are prescribed 

under Ontario Regulation 157/10 must comply with the 

S&Gs. They apply to property that is owned or controlled by 

the Crown in right of Ontario or by a prescribed public body. 

Ontario Northland is not currently prescribed under Ontario 

Regulation 157/10. If this status changes, MCM may have 

updated advice on this project. 

Acknowledged. N/A No response required. N/A 

5 MCM Letter The purpose of the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project is to 

build a new rail station in the City of Timmins that will operate 

as part of the reinstated Northlander passenger rail service 

between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail 

connection to Cochrane. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station 

will include a train platform, station building, parking facilities, 

a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop. 

Acknowledged. N/A No response required. N/A 

6 MCM Letter While some cultural heritage resources may have already 

been formally identified, others may be identified through 

screening and evaluation. 

Community input should be sought to identify locally 

recognized and potential cultural heritage resources. Sources 

include, but are not limited to, municipal heritage committees, 

historical societies and other local heritage organizations. 

Cultural heritage resources are often of critical importance to 

Indigenous communities. Indigenous communities may have 

knowledge that can contribute to the identification of cultural 

heritage resources, and we suggest that any engagement 

with Indigenous communities includes a discussion about 

known or potential cultural heritage resources that are of 

value to them. 

Acknowledged. 

Community input was sought by ASI, 

information has been included in 

Sections 3.1 and 3.5 in the Cultural 

Heritage Report: Existing Conditions 

and Preliminary Impact Assessment. 

The following groups were contacted 

during preparation of the Cultural 

Heritage Report: 

• The Little Claybelt

Homesteaders Museum (email

communication 6 July 2023).

A request was made for any

archival images or information

on the construction of the

T&NO in Timmins. A response

on 6 July 2023 provided

archival images of the T&NO

Information was included in the 

Cultural Heritage Report (dated July 

26, 2024). Note that there is no 

Section 3.5 in the Cultural Heritage 

Report, the content relates to Section 

3.1.5. We note that the bullet list in 

Section 3.1.5 of the Cultural Heritage 

Report mirrors text from Section 

3.2.3.1 of the EPR. The date of the 

engagement sessions needs to be 

updated as indicated in comment 19 

and 31. 

Acknowledged – content relates to 

Section 3.1.5 of the Cultural Heritage 

Report. 

Dates of engagement have been 

revised for consistency and accuracy 

in Section 3.1.5 of the Cultural 

Heritage Report to October 19, 2021, 

September 13, 2021, and November 

15, 2021. 

Acknowledged. MCM will confirm once 

it has reviewed the final Revised EPR. Commented [NM(1]: Not sure if there will be another 

review of the EPR. Or just 'Agreed' is sufficient in this 

stage. 

Commented [KB2R1]: @Nito, Mariana (MCM)  have 

they addressed our comments? i.e., have they made the 

revisions to the Cultural Heritage Report and EPR? But it 

seems that we don't have the revised EPR, right? 

If that is the case, just say 'Acknowledged. MCM will 

confirm once it has reviewed the final revised EPR" as 

we don't have the ability to confirm whether they have 

updated or not. 

Commented [NM(3R1]: Yes, the response seems ok, 

but we didn't received the final EPR to review. 

mailto:Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

Timmins Station outside of the 

Study Area. 

• Timmins Museum and

Archives (7 July 2023). A

request was made for any

available historical maps of

the Study Area. No response

was received at the time of

draft report preparation,

therefore available maps from

other sources were used in

the report.

Documentation of how community and 

Indigenous input was sought is 

included in Section 3.5 of the Cultural 

Heritage Report: Existing Conditions 

and Preliminary Impact Assessment. 

Also refer to Section Error! Reference 

source not found. of the EPR. 

Please also refer to response to 

comment #19 below.  

7 MCM Letter MCM recommends that, as a best practice, a combined 

Stage 1-2 archaeological assessment (AA) be completed for 

the entire Project Study Area during the pre-planning phase. 

At a minimum, a Stage 1 AA will be undertaken for the entire 

Project Study Area during the pre-planning phase. The 

results of the Stage 1 AA will inform the TRPAP and will be 

summarized in the draft EPR. If the Stage 1 AA recommends 

further AA(s), then MCM recommends that further stages of 

AA be completed as early as possible during the planning or 

design phase of the project, and prior to the completion of 

detailed design. 

Archaeological assessments are required to be undertaken 

by an archaeologist licenced under the Ontario Heritage Act, 

who is responsible for submitting the report directly to MCM 

for review. 

The EPR must include specific information from the AA 

report(s). The Executive Summary of each AA report 

provides a brief summary of the work completed and the 

recommendations for next steps, whether for further 

archaeological assessment, in which case the report will 

include a map that identifies those areas, or for no further 

assessment. The EPR must also include clear commitments 

A Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment 

Report was completed as part of the 

Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP 

and will be included as an Appendix to 

the EPR. A summary of the results for 

this assessment is included in Section 

Error! Reference source not found. of 

this EPR. The Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report will be submitted 

to the ministry for review and 

incorporation into the archaeological 

register by a licensed Archaeologist. 

See comment 3 above. At this time, 

the findings of the Stage 1 AA report 

should be considered preliminary. 

Note that the EPR may need to be 

revised once the Stage 1 AA is 

entered into the Register. The Stage 1 

AA report and MCM’s letter indicating 

that the report has been entered into 

the Register shall be included as an 

Appendix. 

Please see response to comment #3. Please, refer to MCM email response 

regarding the Archaeology 

Assessment Review process. 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

to undertake the recommended AA and a timeline for their 

completion. 

MCM is aware that a Project Information Form Number 

(PIF#) for a Stage 1 AA has been issued for this project, and 

that the AA report has not yet been submitted to the ministry. 

MCM recommends that this report is submitted as soon as 

possible so that it may be reviewed, and the information 

incorporated into the draft EPR. 

8 MCM Letter A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and 

Preliminary Impact Assessment will be undertaken for the 

entire Project Study Area during the pre-planning phase to 

inform the TRPAP. This study will: 

1. Identify existing baseline cultural heritage conditions

within the Project Study Area. The consultants

preparing the Cultural Heritage Report will need to

define a Project Study Area and explain their

rationale. MCM recommends that the Project Study

Area for the report include, at minimum, the project

footprint and adjacent properties. Alternatively, the

Project Study Area may include the project footprint

and a study zone that is located immediately beside

the footprint and extends a certain distance. The

report will include a historical summary of the

development of the Project Study Area and will

identify all known or potential built heritage resources

and cultural heritage landscapes in the Project Study

Area. MCM has developed screening criteria that

may assist with this exercise: Criteria for Evaluating

for Potential Built Heritage Resources and Cultural

Heritage Landscapes.

2. Identify preliminary potential project-specific impacts

on the known and potential built heritage resources

and cultural heritage landscapes that have been

identified. The report should include a description of

the anticipated impact to each known or potential

built heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape

that has been identified.

3. Propose and recommend measures to avoid or

mitigate potential negative impacts to known or

potential built heritage resources and cultural

heritage landscapes. The proposed mitigation

measures are to inform the next steps of project

planning and design.

A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing 

Conditions and Preliminary Impact 

Assessment has been prepared for the 

Timmins- Porcupine Station TRPAP 

and will be included as an Appendix to 

the EPR. A summary of the results of 

this assessment is included in Section 

Error! Reference source not found. of 

this EPR. 

See comments 27 to 31 below related 

to the Cultural Heritage Report. 

Please see responses to comments 

#27-31 below. 

Addressed. 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 
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September 10, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 
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9 MCM Letter Where a known or potential built heritage resource or cultural 

heritage landscape may be directly and adversely impacted, 

and where it has not yet been evaluated for Cultural Heritage 

Value or Interest (CHVI), completion of a Cultural Heritage 

Evaluation Report (CHER) is required to fully understand its 

CHVI and level of significance. The CHER must be 

completed within the TRPAP. If a built heritage resource or 

cultural heritage landscape is found to be of CHVI, then a 

Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) will be undertaken by a 

qualified person. The HIA will be completed in consultation 

with MCM and the proponent as early as possible during 

detail design, following the TRPAP. 

Section Error! Reference source not 

found. of this EPR states that there no 

known or potential BHRs or CHLs 

identified in the Study Area, and 

therefore, a CHER and/or HIA is not 

recommended. 

See comments 27 to 31 below related 

to the Cultural Heritage Report. 

Please see responses to comments 

#27-31 below. 

Addressed. 

10 MCM Letter While some cultural heritage landscapes are contained within 

individual property boundaries, others span across multiple 

properties. For certain cultural heritage landscapes, it will be 

more appropriate for the CHER and HIA to include multiple 

properties, in order to reflect the extent of that cultural 

heritage landscape in its entirety. 

Section Error! Reference source not 

found. of this EPR states that there no 

known or potential BHRs or CHLs 

identified in the Study Area, and 

therefore, a CHER and/or HIA is not 

recommended. 

See comment 28 below related to the 

Cultural Heritage Report. 

Please see response to comment #28 

below. 

Addressed. 

11 MCM Letter More detailed advice on how to document some of the 

information above is attached to this letter. 

Acknowledged. N/A No response required. N/A 

12 MCM Letter Proponents that are subject to the S&Gs should refer to 

Information Bulletin 3 - Heritage Impact Assessments for 

Provincial Heritage Properties. Proponents that are not 

subject to the S&Gs may still find this document helpful. 

Technical cultural heritage studies will be undertaken by a 

qualified person who has expertise, recent experience, and 

knowledge relevant to the type of cultural heritage resources 

being considered and the nature of the activity being 

proposed. 

A qualified person has prepared the 

Cultural Heritage Report: Existing 

Conditions and Preliminary Impact 

Assessment contained within 

Appendix C. 

N/A No response required. N/A 

13 MCM Letter The findings of the above-mentioned studies should be 

summarized as part of the EPR discussion of existing 

conditions, impact assessment, mitigation, and future 

commitments. Commitments for further studies should clearly 

state what is to be done, who is responsible for 

implementation, and when. 

Section 6 of the EPR outlines in detail 

the commitments that ONTC will 

comply with and implement as part of 

the Project. 

N/A No response required. N/A 

14 MCM Letter Ideally, the Cultural Heritage Report should be shared with 

MCM before the draft EPR is provided, so that any feedback 

on the Cultural Heritage Report can be incorporated into the 

draft EPR. At a minimum, the Cultural Heritage Report should 

be shared with the draft EPR. 

A copy of the Draft Cultural Heritage 

Report: Existing Conditions and 

Preliminary Impact Assessment was 

provided to the MCM via e-mail on 

May 17, 2024. 

See comments 27 to 31 below related 

to the Cultural Heritage Report. 

Please see responses to comments 

#27-31 below. 

Addressed. 
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MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

15 MCM Letter MCM will comment on the draft EPR for the project, but we 

are not in a position to do so until we review the above-

mentioned technical studies. 

Please note that the responsibility for administration of the 

Ontario Heritage Act and matters related to cultural heritage 

have been transferred from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture 

and Sport (MTCS) to the Ministry of Citizenship and 

Multiculturalism (MCM). Individual staff roles and contact 

information remain unchanged. Please continue to send any 

notices, reports and/or documentation to both Karla Barboza 

and me. 

Thank you for consulting MCM on this project and please 

continue to do so throughout the TRPAP process. If you have 

any questions, require clarification, or would like additional 

examples to assist with project reporting, do not hesitate to 

contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Laura Hatcher 

Heritage Advisor 

laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca 

Heritage Planning Unit 

Copies of the Draft Stage 1 

Archaeological Assessment Report 

and the Draft Cultural Heritage Report: 

Existing Conditions and Preliminary 

Impact Assessment were provided to 

the MCM via e-mail on May 17, 2024. 

See comment 3 above. Please see response to comment #3 

above. 

Please, refer to MCM email response 

regarding the Archaeology 

Assessment Review process. 

16 MCM Letter MCM’s Heritage Planning Unit will have additional comments 

on the Draft EPR and the Cultural Heritage Report. Our 

standard service offer is to provide comments within 30 days 

from the time a document is submitted to us for review. As I 

am sure you know, the Archaeological Assessment follows its 

own review process, once the archaeologist submits it to the 

MCM Archaeology Program Unit for review. 

Acknowledged. N/A No response required. N/A 

17 Draft EPR: 

3.2 

Methodology 

3.2.3 Cultural 

Heritage 

3.2.3.1 Data 

Gathering 

‘Cultural heritage resources’ include archaeological 

resources, built heritage resources, and cultural heritage 

landscapes. We recommend changing the title of 3.2.3 to 

‘Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes’ 

as archaeological resources are discussed in another 

section. 

The bulleted list on pages 33-34 which itemizes all data 

sources is not necessary as this information is outlined in the 

Cultural Heritage Report in Appendix C. This list could be 

deleted or summarized further. 

On pages 34-35, where the report describes the Ministry of 

Citizenship and Multiculturalism’s (MCM) guidance on 

TRPAP reporting, we recommend that this language be 

updated and be made more concise to say that the Cultural 

Heritage Report followed this guidance. Where appropriate, 

explain how the guidance was applied to this project (e.g., in 

The suggested edits have been 

reflected in the applicable sections of 

the updated EPR, as well as within the 

Cultural Heritage Report: Existing 

Conditions and Preliminary Impact 

Assessment. 

Partially addressed. 

The description of MCM guidance on 

TRPAP reporting was deleted from the 

EPR, but it remains the same in the 

Cultural Heritage Report and was not 

updated as suggested. 

The information that there is no known 

or potential built heritage resources 

and cultural heritage landscapes is not 

found under Section 3.2.3 of the EPR. 

This information is only found in 

Section 3.3.3. In order to clearly inform 

readers about this, we recommend 

adding a reference to Section 3.3.3 or 

The EPR will be edited as follows: 

Section 3.2.3 will be revised to 

acknowledge that there are no known 

or potential built heritage resources 

and cultural heritage landscapes; will 

also include reference to ASI as firm 

responsible for completed Cultural 

Heritage report. 

The Table of Contents /page 

numbering to be reviewed and 

updated as required to correct any 

errors. 

Acknowledged. MCM will confirm once 

it has reviewed the final Revised EPR. 

Commented [KB4]: Addressed? MCM to confirm once 

it has a chance to review the revised EPR? 

Commented [NM(5R4]: I'll change to Acknowledged 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024  

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

paragraph 1, state that the CHR used a buffer a certain 

distance from the project footprint to define the Project Study 

Area). We recommend that the following text be included at 

the beginning of section 3.2.3, to summarize the outcome of 

the Cultural Heritage Report:  

A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and 

Preliminary Impact Assessment was undertaken on [date] by 

[heritage consultant] for [name of project or Project Study 

Area]. The assessment for this report consisted of data 

collection, background historic research, review of secondary 

source material and field review. No known or potential built 

heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes were 

identified within or adjacent to the Project Study Area. The 

Cultural Heritage Report is included in Appendix C. 

Please also note that the Cultural Heritage Report should be 

considered preliminary until the Indigenous communities, 

municipal planning staff and other interested parties have 

had an opportunity to review and provide comments. 

moving up the information to Section 

3.2.3. 

The paragraph in the beginning of 

section 3.2.3 does not identify the 

heritage consultant that prepared the 

Cultural Heritage Report, instead 

Gannett Fleming is mentioned. As the 

Cultural Heritage Report was prepared 

by ASI, we recommend to also include 

their name in the paragraph. 

We note that MTO comment 47 and 

49 suggest adding a reference to the 

Criteria for Evaluating Potential Built 

Heritage Resources and Cultural 

Heritage Landscapes. MCM does not 

recommend that this reference is 

included in the EPR as it has been 

included in the Cultural Heritage 

Report. The EPR will include an 

overview of the purpose of the Cultural 

Heritage Report as recommended in 

our comments dated June 11, 2024, 

and not extensive and detailed 

information about the methodology. 

Also, there is a problem in the Table of 

Contents pages numbers, page 35 is 

repeated. Section 3.2.5 is on page 35 

(PDF page 74) and Section 3.3.3 is 

also on page 35 (PDF page 91). 

18 Draft EPR: 

3.2 

Methodology 

3.2.3 Cultural 

Heritage 

3.2.3.2 Field  

Investigations 

 

We recommend deleting the paragraph that starts with 

“Background historical research…” as it contains 

unnecessary detail and some language that is not consistent 

with the Cultural Heritage Report. It may be more appropriate 

to refer the reader to the Cultural Heritage Report (see 

recommended language above). 

This paragraph was deleted in the 

EPR, as well as the Cultural Heritage 

Report: Existing Conditions and 

Preliminary Impact Assessment. 

Addressed. No response required. N/A 

19 Draft EPR: 

3.2 

Methodology 

3.2.3 Cultural 

Heritage 

The report states: “There has been no correspondence from 

First Nations and Provincial Territorial Organizations about 

known or potential BHRs and CHLs at the time of preparing 

this report.” Please clarify whether the project team asked 

First Nations and Provincial Territorial Organizations about 

this component of the environment. Please clarify what is 

The term “Provincial Territorial 

Organizations” was included in error in 

the Draft EPR and therefore removed. 

Information sessions were held with 

three of the Indigenous communities 

and/or organizations who expressed 

interest in this project. As part of those 

Partially addressed. 

ONTC comment dated August 8, 

2024, state that information sessions 

with Indigenous communities who 

demonstrated interest in the project 

were held in 2021. However, the bullet 

text in Section 3.2.3.1 state the same 

EPR will be edited as follows: 

Section 3.2.3.1 – dates of information 

sessions will be updated (see 

response to comment 6 above. 

Section title for 3.2.3.1 will be updated 

to “Information Gathering and 

Acknowledged. MCM will confirm once 

it has reviewed the final Revised EPR. 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024  

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

3.2.3.4 

Consultation 

with  

Regulatory 

Authorities 

 

meant by “Provincial Territorial Organizations” in this context 

and include a list of organizations that were contacted.  

Additionally, the title of this subsection “Consultation with 

Regulatory Authorities” does not capture the above-

mentioned communities and the nature of their potential 

comments, which may fall outside of a strictly regulatory role. 

The activities described in this section do not appear to be 

“consultation”, but rather “information gathering”. We suggest 

revising the sub-title accordingly – e.g., to “Information 

Gathering and Engagement with Municipal and Provincial 

Authorities, First Nations, and Provincial Territorial 

Organizations” (or similar wording). 

sessions, no additional information 

was provided specifically about known 

BHRs/CHLs in the Study Area that 

may be of known or potential cultural 

heritage value or interest. The 

information sessions were held with 

the Moose Cree First Nation on 

October 19, 2021, with Nipissing First 

Nation on September 13, 2021, and 

with the Ontario Federation of 

Indigenous Friendship Centres on 

November 15, 2021.    

Section title for Error! Reference 

source not found. has been updated. 

sessions were in 2023. Please revise 

and update accordingly. This 

information should also align with the 

Cultural Heritage Report (see 

comment 31 below). 

Section title for 3.2.3.1 remains the 

same and was not updated as stated. 

Please revise. We note that the 

equivalent title of the Cultural Heritage 

Report was updated to “Information 

Gathering and Engagement with 

Municipal and Provincial Authorities, 

First Nations, and Provincial Territorial 

Organizations”. 

Engagement with Municipal and 

Provincial Authorities, First Nations, 

and Provincial Territorial 

Organizations.”  

20 Draft EPR: 

3.2 

Methodology 

3.2.4 

Archaeology 

 

We note that the licensed archaeologist has yet to submit the 

Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report for this project 

(under Project Information Form (PIF) P094-0359-2023) for 

MCM review. We understand that the proponents hope to 

begin the TRPAP study period soon. 

This being the case, we strongly recommend that the report 

be submitted to MCM as soon as possible to allow for the 

Ministry’s review and for any revisions to be made. We also 

recommend that the archaeologist submit to MCM a request 

for expedited archaeological report review. 

Please note that archaeological concerns have not been fully 

addressed until reports have been entered into the Ontario 

Public Register of Archaeological Reports (‘the Register’) 

where those  reports recommend that:  

1. the archaeological assessment of the project area is 

complete and  

2. all archaeological sites identified by the assessment 

are either of no further cultural heritage value or 

interest (as per Section 48(3) of the Ontario Heritage 

Act) or that mitigation of impacts has been 

accomplished through excavation or an avoidance 

and protection strategy.  

Approval authorities and proponents should wait to receive 

the MCM’s written confirmation that  the archaeological 

assessment report(s) has been entered into the Register 

before issuing a  decision or proceeding with any ground 

disturbing activities. The letter will also indicate that  there are 

no further concerns for impacts to archaeological resources 

or articulate next steps to  mitigate those concerns. 

The Draft Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report was provided to 

MCM for review on May 17, 2024. The 

finalized Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report will be submitted 

into the MCM register once it is ready 

and comments received during the 

Draft EPR review have been 

addressed. 

Refer to comment 3 and 7 above. Please see response to comment #3 

above. 

Please, refer to MCM email response 

regarding the Archaeology 

Assessment Review process. 

Commented [KB6]: Addressed? MCM to confirm once 

it has a chance to review the revised EPR? 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024  

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

The MCM’s letter shall be included in the EPR. 

21 Draft EPR: 

3.2 

Methodology 

3.2.4 

Archaeology 

3.2.4.2 Field  

Investigations 

 

The information about terms and conditions for 

archaeological licenses and PIFs is not necessary and 

should be removed. 

This was removed from the EPR. Addressed. No response required. N/A 

22 EPR: 

3.3 Existing 

Conditions 

3.3.3 Built 

Heritage 

Resources and 

Cultural 

Heritage 

Landscapes of 

the Revised 

EPR 

N/A N/A Comment 18 from Ministry of the 

Environment, Conservation and Parks 

suggests providing MCM comments to 

support the following conclusion: “The 

Project Study Area does not feature 

any structure or areas believed to 

have CHVI.”. The former sentence 

was deleted, as also suggested in 

MTO comment 50, leaving under this 

section a single sentence that no 

known or potential built heritage 

resources (BHRs) or cultural heritage 

landscapes (CHLs) were identified in 

the Study Area.  

We recommend adding a reference to 

the Cultural Heritage Report in 

Appendix C to support this section. 

The EPR will be updated accordingly 

with the suggested reference to direct 

the reader to Appendix C. 

Acknowledged. MCM will confirm once 

it has reviewed the final Revised EPR. 

23 Draft EPR: 

3.3 Existing 

Conditions  

3.3.4 

Archaeology 

 

The information on Borden numbers is not necessary and 

should be removed. Removing this information will allow this 

section focus on the Project Study Area’s archaeological 

potential. 

We recommend deleting all the text in this section and 

replacing it with the following:  

A Stage 1 archaeological assessment was undertaken on 

[date] by [consultant archaeologist] for [property or Project 

Study Area]. A Stage 1 AA consists of a review of 

geographic, land use and historical information for the 

property and the relevant surrounding area, a property visit to 

inspect its current condition and contacting MCM to find out 

whether, or not, there are any known archaeological sites on 

or near the property. Its purpose is to identify areas of 

archaeological potential and further archaeological 

assessment (e.g., Stage 2-4) as necessary. The Stage 1 AA 

is included in Appendix X.  

The Borden numbers have been 

removed as suggested.  

The Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report has been updated 

to reflect the revised text suggested by 

MCM.  

The parts of the Study Area proposed 

for construction and 

operations/maintenance activities, 

including the land that may be required 

for future construction of a Bus 

Storage and Maintenance Facility, do 

not retain archaeological potential on 

account of deep and extensive land 

disturbance or permanently saturated 

conditions. These lands therefore do 

Partially addressed. 

The paragraph that mentioned Borden 

number was deleted, but the rest of 

the text remains the same. 

No direct reference to Stage 1 

Archaeological Assessment was 

included as suggested. Stage 1 AA 

was submitted on August 2, 2024. 

After MCM review, the EPR should 

require revision. The current 

information in the EPR should be 

considered preliminary. See comment 

7. 

A clear statement that a portion of the 

Study Area has archaeological 

potential and supporting maps were 

not included in Section 3.3.4, as 

EPR will be updated accordingly to 

reflect the following suggestion: “We 

recommend moving up the statement 

and map from Section 4.6.1 to 

Section 3.3.4 to clarify any questions 

and misinterpretation about 

archaeological potential earlier in the 

EPR or add reference to inform the 

reader that more information and a 

map can be found in Section 4.6.1.” 

Acknowledged. MCM will confirm once 

it has reviewed the final Revised EPR. 

Please refer to MCM email response 

regarding the Archaeology 

Assessment Review process. 

Commented [KB7]: Addressed? MCM to confirm once 

it has a chance to review the revised EPR? 

Commented [KB8]: Addressed? MCM to confirm once 

it has a chance to review the revised EPR? 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024  

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

[Then include the outcomes and recommendations of the 

report, which can usually be extracted from the AA’s 

Executive Summary]  

As stated in comment 4 above, the Stage 1 AA has not been 

submitted to MCM for review. The findings of the Stage 1AA 

are subject to review and the report may require revision. The  

information in this EPR should be considered preliminary.  

The mapping in the draft Stage 1 AA shared with MCM 

shows that a portion of the Project Study Area (station 

footprint plus a buffer area) has archaeological potential. 

However, the text in this EPR section states the following: 

The property inspection confirmed that the proposed 

Timmins-Porcupine Station Project Study Area exhibits 

evidence of disturbance in the existing facilities on site, the 

surrounding twentieth-century development, and evidence of 

artificial drainage. Undeveloped lands within the project 

components exhibit low archaeological potential due to poor 

drainage. 

Forested land east of the railway north of Highway 101/King 

Street retain archaeological potential and will require Stage 2 

test pit survey if impacted by the project designs.  

The discussion in this section of the EPR is not clear, and it 

creates a misapprehension that the Project Study Area does 

not have any archaeological potential. The report should 

clearly state that a portion of the Project Study Area has 

archaeological potential and should include maps showing 

this. More information is required to support the EPR’s 

recommendations that Stage 2 AA is not required unless this 

area will be disturbed. 

not require further archaeological 

assessment. 

If the project design changes during 

detail design (post TRPAP) and 

encroachment on the lands identified 

to retain archaeological potential is 

expected, Ontario Northland will 

complete a Stage 2 Archaeological 

Assessment survey prior to any 

disturbance or construction activities.  

Section Error! Reference source not 

found. of the EPR (as well as the 

Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment 

Report) has been updated accordingly 

to reflect this language. 

The Stage 1 Archaeological 

Assessment Report will be submitted 

into the register as soon as it is 

finalized. 

recommended. A statement and a 

map were included later, under 

Section 4.6.1. Also, MTO comments 

27, 29 and 30 point out the necessity 

of clarity in the Study Area regarding 

the archaeology potential. 

We recommend moving up the 

statement and map from Section 4.6.1 

to Section 3.3.4 to clarify any 

questions and misinterpretation about 

archaeological potential earlier in the 

EPR or add reference to inform the 

reader that more information and a 

map can be found in Section 4.6.1. 

Please revise the EPR accordingly. 

24 Draft EPR: 

4.7 

Archaeology 

 

Please see the comment above and revise this section 

accordingly. 

The report has been updated 

accordingly – please refer to 

responses above. 

Addressed. Section 4.7 (now 4.6) was 

updated. See comment 23 above. 

No response required. N/A 

25 Draft EPR: 

4.13 Summary 

of  

Mitigation and  

Monitoring 

Commitments 

Table 4-6: 

Archaeology  

It is not clear how the proponent has arrived at a conclusion 

that there is no potential for the disturbance of archaeological 

resources. 

In the Mitigation Measures/Commitments column: 

Under the first bullet, please see comment 6 above and 

ensure that it aligns with revised text. 

First bullet: report updated as per 

comments. 

Third bullet: agree with suggested text 

for replacement, report updated. 

Fifth bullet: agree with suggested text 

for replacement, report updated. 

Bullets 6 and 7 have been removed. 

Addressed. No response required. N/A 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024  

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

Impacts, 

Mitigation, and  

Monitoring 

Commitments 

 

Under the third bullet, we recommend deleting this text and 

replacing it with the following standard text developed by 

MCM: 

Should previously undocumented archaeological resources 

be discovered, they may be a new archaeological site and 

therefore subject to Section 48(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

The proponent or person discovering the archaeological 

resources must cease alteration of the site immediately and 

engage a licensed consultant archaeologist to carry out an 

archaeological assessment, in compliance with Section 48(1) 

of the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Under the fifth bullet, please remove the reference to the 

Bereavement Authority of Ontario (BAO). The BAO does not 

become involved in an investigation unless it is establishing 

the boundary of a cemetery, or investigating remains 

discovered within or adjacent to a cemetery. Additionally, the 

Ministry of Government and Consumer Services is now the 

Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery. Please 

update the text to reflect this.  

We recommend the following standard text for the fifth bullet:  

The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 

2002, c.33 requires that any person discovering human 

remains must cease all activities immediately and notify the 

police or coroner. If the coroner does not suspect foul play in 

the disposition of the remains, in accordance with Ontario 

Regulation 30/11 the coroner shall notify the Registrar, 

Ontario Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery, 

which administers provisions of that Act related to burial 

sites. In situations where human remains are associated with 

archaeological resources, the Ministry of Citizenship and 

Multiculturalism should also be notified (at 

archaeology@ontario.ca) to ensure that the archaeological 

site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a 

contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act.  

The purpose of the 6th bullet is not clear. It states that future 

archaeological assessments would be shared with ONTC, 

but it is not clear who would be commissioning the 

archaeological assessment, if not Ontario Northland.  

In bullet 7, it is not clear how an Archaeological Risk 

Management Plan will be of assistance to this project, as it 

has a relatively small Project Study Area, and the 

archaeological assessment already outlines the protocols for 

the discovery of human remains and undocumented 

archaeological resources. 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Revised 

Environmental Project Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024  

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024 on ONTC 

Considerations 

26 Section 6.2.1.7 

Ministry of 

Citizenship and 

Multiculturalism 

N/A N/A MTO comment 32 and 51 suggested 

changes in Section 6.2.1.9 Ministry of 

Citizenship and Multiculturalism (now 

6.2.1.7, page 84) regarding MCM 

responsibilities. 

We recommend that the text be 

revised as follows (see also MCM’s 

initial letter dated June 11): 

MCM has an interest in undertakings 

such as this under its, mandate to 

develop policies and programs for the 

conservation of Ontario’s cultural 

heritage. MCM is responsible for the 

administration of the Ontario Heritage 

Act (OHA) including its regulations. 

The OHA provides the primary 

statutory framework for the 

conservation of cultural heritage 

resources in Ontario. Including their 

identification, protection and wise 

management. The conservation of 

cultural heritage resources is also a 

matter of provincial importance as 

reflected in Ontario Regulation 231/08. 

As a member of the Government 

Review Team, MCM reviews various 

applications and associated technical 

studies to ensure compliance with the 

Ontario Heritage Act and fulfilment of 

due diligence related to cultural 

heritage more generally. 

Also, there is a typo in last sentence, 

the accurate section number is 6.6.3 

Further Archaeological Assessment 

Studies, not Section 6.6.4 (that do not 

exist in the EPR) and should be 

revised. 

The applicable section of the EPR will 

be updated to reflect the following text 

as suggested by MCM”: “We 

recommend moving up the statement 

and map from Section 4.6.1 to 

Section 3.3.4 to clarify any questions 

and misinterpretation about 

archaeological potential earlier in the 

EPR or add reference to inform the 

reader that more information and a 

map can be found in Section 4.6.1.” 

 

ONTC’s response doesn’t address 

MCM comment dated September 4, 

2024.  

 

 

Commented [KB9]: ONTC's response doesn't seem to 

address MCM comments dated September 4 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 

Draft Cultural Heritage Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 

August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 

4, 2024, on Final Cultural 
Heritage Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 

September 10, 2024  

MCM Comment dated September 

18, 2024, on Updated Cultural 
Heritage Report 

27 Table of 

contents and 

Figures 

N/A N/A Page numbers are missing in the 

Table of Contents (Sections 8.1 to 8.3) 

and in the Figures list. 

Table of Contents formatting has been 

corrected. 

Addressed. 

28 Draft Cultural 

Heritage 

Report: 

Existing 

Conditions and 

Preliminary 

Impact 

Assessment 

2.3 Report 

Purpose 

The report should explain the rationale for the Project Study 

Area (project footprint plus a 50m buffer) from a cultural 

heritage perspective, i.e., explain why a 50m buffer was 

selected. 

Report revised to include information 

on why 50m buffer was applied. 

Not addressed. 

The following sentence was added: 

“The selected buffer area is inclusive 

of lands that may contain BHRs and 

CHLs that may be subject to direct or 

indirect impacts as a result of the 

Project.”. While it justifies the purpose 

of the buffer area, it is not clear why 

50m was chosen rather than 25m or 

100m. A similar concern was also 

highlighted in MTO comment 48 and 

71. 

While 50m may be considered 

sufficient for potential noise and 

vibration impacts, it does not account 

for all potential impacts to built 

heritage resources/cultural heritage 

landscapes. Additional impacts to 

BHR/CHLs may include but are not 

limited to the following: shadows that 

alter the appearance or change the 

visibility of a heritage attribute, 

isolation of a heritage attribute from its 

surrounding environment, context or a 

significant relationship and/or changing 

the character of a potential BHR/CHL 

through the obstruction of significant 

views or vistas to or from a property. 

An appropriate Study Area shall be 

defined by the analysis of site 

characteristics including potential 

staging area and should not focus on a 

single element, the proposed project 

footprint. 

Additional information has been added 

to Section 2.3 to provide appropriate 

analysis and rationale regarding 

determination of study area 

boundaries used to define scope of 

data collection and impact assessment 

activities (50 m buffer).  

Added text demonstrates that the 

study area is appropriately sized in 

relation to the site’s characteristics, 

supporting appropriate assessment of 

all types of impacts to known or 

potential built heritage resources and 

cultural heritage landscapes.  

Addressed. 

29 Section 2.4 

Report 

Purpose of the 

Revised 

Cultural 

Heritage 

Report 

N/A N/A There is a typo in the second 

paragraph of Section 2.4, page 6. The 

first word of the second phrase is 

missing a letter: “The selected buffer 

area is…”. 

Typo revised in Cultural Heritage 

Report. 

Addressed. 
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Item No. Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11, 2024, on 
Draft Cultural Heritage Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
August 8, 2024 

MCM Comment dated September 
4, 2024, on Final Cultural 

Heritage Report 

ONTC Consideration dated 
September 10, 2024  

MCM Comment dated September 
18, 2024, on Updated Cultural 

Heritage Report 

30 Draft Cultural 

Heritage 

Report: 

Existing 

Conditions and 

Preliminary 

Impact 

Assessment 

3.0 

Methodology  

3.3 

Identification of 

Built Heritage 

Resources and 

Cultural 

Heritage 

Landscapes  

We recommend editing the introductory paragraph as follows, 

to acknowledge that the MHSTCI 2019 TPAP guidance is 

one of the main documents guiding this report.  

This Cultural Heritage Report follows the above-mentioned 

TPAP guidance prepared by the then MHSTCI (now MCM) in 

2019, as well as guidance presented in the Ontario Heritage 

Tool Kit (Ministry of Culture 2006) and Criteria for Evaluating 

Potential for Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage 

Landscapes (Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 2016). 

The objective of this report is to present an inventory of 

known and potential BHRs and CHLs, and to provide a 

preliminary understanding of known and potential BHRs and 

CHLs located within areas anticipated to be directly or 

indirectly impacted by the proposed project. 

Text revised as suggested. Addressed. No response required. N/A 

31 Draft Cultural 

Heritage 

Report: 

Existing 

Conditions and 

Preliminary 

Impact 

Assessment 

3.0 

Methodology  

3.5 

Consultation 

with 

Regulatory 

Authorities 

See comment 2 on the Draft EPR, which applies to this 

section as well. We suggest changing the title of this section 

to be consistent with the change to the EPR.  

The first bullet in this section states that the City of Timmins 

was contacted for information in 2023 but the team received 

no response. We recommend follow-up with the City.  

The last bullet in this section says:  

At project start-up, ASI made a request to the proponent that 

any engagement with Indigenous communities undertaken as 

part of this project include a discussion about known or 

potential BHRs and CHLs that are of interest to the 

respective communities. No feedback was received by the 

time of report submission.  

It is unclear if the requested discussions regarding cultural 

heritage took place. Please clarify. 

Comment 2 in EPR addressed in 

Cultural Heritage Report, as 

suggested. Title of Section 3.5 in 

Cultural Heritage Report revised. 

Response from City of Timmins on 18 

July 2023 added, no follow up 

required.  

Final bullet regarding ASI's request for 

information on Indigenous 

Engagement was removed as it 

repeats information contained in the 

bullet point immediately before. 

Information on which groups were 

contacted added into preceding 

paragraph noting information from 

Summary Report on Indigenous 

Engagement completed by Ontario 

Northland. 

 

Partially addressed. 

See comment 19 above. Please 

confirm the date in which information 

sessions with Indigenous communities 

who demonstrated interest in the 

project were held. ONTC’s comment 

19 states a different year (2021) from 

the Cultural Heritage Report and 

Revised EPR (2023). 

As per response to comment #6 

above, dates of engagement have 

been revised for consistency and 

accuracy in the Cultural Heritage 

Report. 

Addressed. 



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Outlook

RE: File 0021147: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

From Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Date Wed 2024-09-18 3:54 PM
To Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>;

Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca <Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy (MECP)
<Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier, Shannon (She/Her)
(MTO) <Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
<Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James
(MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>; Batista,
Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>

1 attachments (485 KB)
2024-09-18 Timmins-PorcupineStationEPR_MCMCommentResponses.pdf;

Good a�ernoon Amber and Krystal,

Thank you for circula�ng the Updated Cultural Heritage Report (CHR, dated September 10, 2024) and ONTC’s
responses to MCM comments on the Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR) for Timmins-Porcupine Sta�on
to the Ministry of Ci�zenship and Mul�culturalism for review.

We have reviewed the updated CHR and ONTC’s response and have the following comments:
• All MCM’s comments on the Cultural Heritage Report were addressed.
• It seems that most of MCM’s comments on the revised EPR will be addressed, with the excep�on of the
archaeological assessment. MCM can confirm once it has a chance to review the revised EPR.
• Status of archaeological assessment - the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment for this project (under Project
Informa�on Form number P094-0359-2023) was submi�ed on August 2, 2024, and a request for expedited review
was submi�ed by the proponent’s licensed archaeologist on August 21, 2024. At this �me, we note that the
review of the Stage 1 AA will not be completed by September 18 and is very unlikely to be completed during the
35-day period. Revisions may also be required which will extend the �meline.
• The informa�on and recommenda�ons regarding archaeological resources contained in the archaeological
assessment report, and presented in the EPR, should not be considered final un�l the Stage 1 Archaeological
Assessment report has been entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports. At this �me, MCM
is not in a posi�on to comment on whether the project has addressed this ma�er of provincial importance.

Please find a�ached MCM’s detailed comments on the response table.

We understand that a call may be arranged with MECP and the project team to discuss the ma�er of the Stage 1
Archaeological Assessment. In the mean�me, please do not hesitate to reach out, if you have any addi�onal



ques�ons.

Sincerely,
Laura

Laura Hatcher
Heritage Advisor  |  Heritage Branch/Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage Division
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  |  Ontario Public Service
437-239-3404  |  laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people

mailto:laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca
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Draft Environmental Project Report Revised Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11 ONTC Consideration dated August 8, 2024 MCM Comment dated September 4, 2024 

1  MCM Letter Thank you for providing the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) 
with the draft EPR for the above-referenced project, which is following the Transit 
and Rail Project Assessment Process (TRPAP) as defined in Ontario Regulation 
231/08 under the Environmental Assessment Act. O. Reg 231/08 identifies the 
MCM’s interest in cultural heritage resources. Cultural heritage resources include: 

• Archaeological resources, including land and marine; 

• Built heritage resources, including bridges and monuments; and, 
Cultural heritage landscapes. 

Acknowledged. N/A 

2  MCM Letter Under the TRPAP, the proponent is required to consider whether its proposed 
transit project could have potential negative impact on the environment. Under the 
process an objection can be submitted to the Ministry of the Environment, 
Conservation and Parks (MECP) about a matter of provincial importance that 
relates to the natural environment or has cultural heritage value or interest. The 
MECP expects a transit project proponent to make reasonable efforts to avoid, 
prevent, mitigate or protect matters of provincial importance. 

The MECP’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Transit 
Projects (Transit Guide) provides guidance to proponents on how to meet the 
requirements of O.Reg 231/08. The Transit Guide encourages proponents to 
obtain information and input from appropriate government agency technical 
representatives before starting the TRPAP to assist in meeting the timelines 
specified in the regulation, including the submission of a draft Environmental 
Project Report (EPR) for review and comment prior to issuing a Notice of 
Commencement. 

Among the pre-planning activities outlined in Section 4.1 of the Transit Guide, a 
proponent is advised to conduct studies to: 

• identify existing baseline environmental conditions; 

• identify project-specific location or alignment (including construction 
staging, land requirements); and, 

• identify expected environmental impacts and proposed measures to 
mitigate potential negative impacts. 

This letter provides advice on how to incorporate consideration of cultural heritage 
in the above mentioned pre-planning activities, and also expands on section 3.4 of 
the Transit Guide by outlining the technical studies and level of detail required to 
address the cultural heritage component for transit projects that are covered by 
O.Reg 231/08. The outcomes and recommendations of the studies will be 
reported in the draft EPR and form the basis for any future commitments outlined 
in the EPR. 

Acknowledged. A detailed project description is 
contained in Section 2.0, existing environmental 
conditions are contained throughout Section 3.0, and 
expected environmental impacts and mitigation 
measures are contained throughout Section 4.0 of this 

EPR. 

N/A 

3  MCM Letter MCM will comment on the draft EPR prior to the Notice of Commencement for the 
project, but to do so, we request that the Cultural Heritage Report be sent to the 
Heritage Planning Unit for review, and that the archaeologist submit the Stage 1 AA 
directly to the ministry for review. Please see our more detailed comments on these 

Copies of the Draft Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment 
Report and the Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing 
Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment were 
provided to the MCM via e-mail on May 17, 2024. 

While the referred reports were sent to Heritage Planning Unit 
on May 17, 2024, the Draft Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment 
Report (under Project Information Form number P094-0359-
2023) was submitted to the Archaeology Program Unit at MCM 
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Draft Environmental Project Report Revised Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11 ONTC Consideration dated August 8, 2024 MCM Comment dated September 4, 2024 

aspects of the project reporting below. These comments are consistent with the 
advice we provide on all TPAP projects 

on August 2, 2024. Upon the suggestion of MCM, a request for 
expedited review was submitted by the proponent’s licensed 
archaeologist on August 21, 2024. 
 
Before issuing a decision or proceeding with any ground 
disturbing activities, approval authorities and/or proponents 
should wait for MCM’s letter confirming that the archaeological 
assessment report has been entered into the Ontario Public 
Register of Archaeological Reports (Section 65 of the Ontario 
Heritage Act). The letter will also indicate either that there are no 
further concerns for impacts to archaeological resources or 
articulate next steps to mitigate those concerns. MCM’s letter 
needs to be included in the Final EPR. 

4  MCM Letter Please note that the Standards and Guidelines for Conservation of Provincial 
Heritage Properties (S&G), prepared pursuant to Section 25.2 of the Ontario 
Heritage Act (OHA), came into effect on July 1, 2010. All Ontario government 
ministries and public bodies that are prescribed under Ontario Regulation 157/10 
must comply with the S&Gs. They apply to property that is owned or controlled 
by the Crown in right of Ontario or by a prescribed public body. 

 
Ontario Northland is not currently prescribed under Ontario Regulation 157/10. If 
this status changes, MCM may have updated advice on this project. 

Acknowledged. N/A 

5  MCM Letter The purpose of the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project is to build a new rail 
station in the City of Timmins that will operate as part of the reinstated 
Northlander passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane. The new Timmins-Porcupine 
Station will include a train platform, station building, parking facilities, a 
pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop. 

Acknowledged. N/A 

6  MCM Letter While some cultural heritage resources may have already been formally 
identified, others may be identified through screening and evaluation. 

 

Community input should be sought to identify locally recognized and potential 
cultural heritage resources. Sources include, but are not limited to, municipal 
heritage committees, historical societies and other local heritage organizations. 

 
Cultural heritage resources are often of critical importance to Indigenous 
communities. Indigenous communities may have knowledge that can contribute to 
the identification of cultural heritage resources, and we suggest that any 
engagement with Indigenous communities includes a discussion about known or 
potential cultural heritage resources that are of value to them. 

Acknowledged. 

Community input was sought by ASI, information has 
been included in Sections 3.1 and 3.5 in the Cultural 
Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary 
Impact Assessment. The following groups were 
contacted during preparation of the Cultural Heritage 
Report: 

• The Little Claybelt Homesteaders Museum 
(email communication 6 July 2023). A 
request was made for any archival images 
or information on the construction of the 
T&NO in Timmins. A response on 6 July 
2023 provided archival images of the T&NO 
Timmins Station outside of the Study Area. 

• Timmins Museum and Archives (7 July 
2023). A request was made for any 
available historical maps of the Study Area. 
No response was received at the time of 

Information was included in the Cultural Heritage Report (dated 
July 26, 2024). Note that there is no Section 3.5 in the Cultural 
Heritage Report, the content relates to Section 3.1.5. We note 
that the bullet list in Section 3.1.5 of the Cultural Heritage Report 
mirrors text from Section 3.2.3.1 of the EPR. The date of the 
engagement sessions needs to be updated as indicated in 
comment 19 and 31. 
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Draft Environmental Project Report Revised Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11 ONTC Consideration dated August 8, 2024 MCM Comment dated September 4, 2024 

draft report preparation, therefore available 
maps from other sources were used in the 
report. 

Documentation of how community and Indigenous input 
was sought is included in Section 3.5 of the Cultural 
Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary 
Impact Assessment. 

 
Also refer to Section 3.2.3.1 of the EPR. 
Please also refer to response to comment #19 below. 

7  MCM Letter MCM recommends that, as a best practice, a combined Stage 1-2 archaeological 
assessment (AA) be completed for the entire Project Study Area during the pre- 
planning phase. 

At a minimum, a Stage 1 AA will be undertaken for the entire Project Study Area 
during the pre-planning phase. The results of the Stage 1 AA will inform the 
TRPAP and will be summarized in the draft EPR. If the Stage 1 AA recommends 
further AA(s), then MCM recommends that further stages of AA be completed as 
early as possible during the planning or design phase of the project, and prior to 
the completion of detailed design. 

Archaeological assessments are required to be undertaken by an archaeologist 
licenced under the Ontario Heritage Act, who is responsible for submitting the 
report directly to MCM for review. 

The EPR must include specific information from the AA report(s). The Executive 
Summary of each AA report provides a brief summary of the work completed 
and the recommendations for next steps, whether for further archaeological 
assessment, in which case the report will include a map that identifies those 
areas, or for no further assessment. The EPR must also include clear 
commitments to undertake the recommended AA and a timeline for their 
completion. 

 
MCM is aware that a Project Information Form Number (PIF#) for a Stage 1 AA has 
been issued for this project, and that the AA report has not yet been submitted to 
the ministry. MCM recommends that this report is submitted as soon as possible so 
that it may be reviewed, and the information incorporated into the draft EPR. 

A Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report was 
completed as part of the Timmins-Porcupine Station 
TRPAP and will be included as an Appendix to the EPR. 
A summary of the results for this assessment is included 
in Section 4.6 of this EPR. The Stage 1 Archaeological 
Assessment Report will be submitted to the ministry for 
review and incorporation into the archaeological register 
by a licensed Archaeologist. 

See comment 3 above. At this time, the findings of the Stage 1 
AA report should be considered preliminary. Note that the EPR 
may need to be revised once the Stage 1 AA is entered into the 
Register. The Stage 1 AA report and MCM’s letter indicating that 
the report has been entered into the Register shall be included 
as an Appendix. 

8  MCM Letter A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact 
Assessment will be undertaken for the entire Project Study Area during the pre-
planning phase to inform the TRPAP. This study will: 

1. Identify existing baseline cultural heritage conditions within the Project 
Study Area. The consultants preparing the Cultural Heritage Report will 
need to define a Project Study Area and explain their rationale. MCM 
recommends that the Project Study Area for the report include, at 
minimum, the project footprint and adjacent properties. Alternatively, 
the Project Study Area may include the project footprint and a study 
zone that is located immediately beside the footprint and extends a 

A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and 
Preliminary Impact Assessment has been prepared for 
the Timmins- Porcupine Station TRPAP and will be 
included as an Appendix to the EPR. A summary of the 
results of this assessment is included in Section 4.5 of this 
EPR. 

See comments 27 to 31 below related to the Cultural Heritage 
Report. 
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certain distance. The report will include a historical summary of the 
development of the Project Study Area and will identify all known or 
potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes in 
the Project Study Area. MCM has developed screening criteria that 
may assist with this exercise: Criteria for Evaluating for Potential Built 
Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes.  

2. Identify preliminary potential project-specific impacts on the known and 
potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes that 
have been identified. The report should include a description of the 
anticipated impact to each known or potential built heritage resource or 
cultural heritage landscape that has been identified.  

3. Propose and recommend measures to avoid or mitigate potential 
negative impacts to known or potential built heritage resources and 
cultural heritage landscapes. The proposed mitigation measures are to 
inform the next steps of project planning and design. 

9  MCM Letter Where a known or potential built heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape 
may be directly and adversely impacted, and where it has not yet been evaluated 
for Cultural Heritage Value or Interest (CHVI), completion of a Cultural Heritage 
Evaluation Report (CHER) is required to fully understand its CHVI and level of 
significance. The CHER must be completed within the TRPAP. If a built heritage 
resource or cultural heritage landscape is found to be of CHVI, then a Heritage 
Impact Assessment (HIA) will be undertaken by a qualified person. The HIA will be 
completed in consultation with MCM and the proponent as early as possible during 
detail design, following the TRPAP. 

Section 4.5 of this EPR states that there no known or 
potential BHRs or CHLs identified in the Study Area, and 
therefore, a CHER and/or HIA is not recommended. 

See comments 27 to 31 below related to the Cultural Heritage 
Report. 

10  MCM Letter While some cultural heritage landscapes are contained within individual property 
boundaries, others span across multiple properties. For certain cultural heritage 
landscapes, it will be more appropriate for the CHER and HIA to include multiple 
properties, in order to reflect the extent of that cultural heritage landscape in its 
entirety. 

Section 4.5 of this EPR states that there no known or 
potential BHRs or CHLs identified in the Study Area, and 
therefore, a CHER and/or HIA is not recommended. 

See comment 28 below related to the Cultural Heritage Report. 

11  MCM Letter More detailed advice on how to document some of the information above is attached 
to this letter. 

Acknowledged. N/A 

12  MCM Letter Proponents that are subject to the S&Gs should refer to Information Bulletin 3 - 
Heritage Impact Assessments for Provincial Heritage Properties. Proponents that 
are not subject to the S&Gs may still find this document helpful. 
Technical cultural heritage studies will be undertaken by a qualified person who has 
expertise, recent experience, and knowledge relevant to the type of cultural heritage 
resources being considered and the nature of the activity being proposed. 

A qualified person has prepared the Cultural Heritage 
Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact 
Assessment contained within Appendix C. 

N/A 

13  MCM Letter The findings of the above-mentioned studies should be summarized as part of the 
EPR discussion of existing conditions, impact assessment, mitigation, and future 
commitments. Commitments for further studies should clearly state what is to be 
done, who is responsible for implementation, and when. 

Section 6 of the EPR outlines in detail the commitments 
that ONTC will comply with and implement as part of the 
Project. 

N/A 

14  MCM Letter Ideally, the Cultural Heritage Report should be shared with MCM before the draft 
EPR is provided, so that any feedback on the Cultural Heritage Report can be 
incorporated into the draft EPR. At a minimum, the Cultural Heritage Report should 
be shared with the draft EPR. 

A copy of the Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing 
Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment was 
provided to the MCM via e-mail on May 17, 2024. 

See comments 27 to 31 below related to the Cultural Heritage 
Report. 
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15  MCM Letter MCM will comment on the draft EPR for the project, but we are not in a position 
to do so until we review the above-mentioned technical studies. 

Please note that the responsibility for administration of the Ontario Heritage Act 
and matters related to cultural heritage have been transferred from the Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport (MTCS) to the Ministry of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism (MCM). Individual staff roles and contact information remain 
unchanged. Please continue to send any notices, reports and/or documentation to 
both Karla Barboza and me. 

Thank you for consulting MCM on this project and please continue to do so 
throughout the TRPAP process. If you have any questions, require clarification, 
or would like additional examples to assist with project reporting, do not hesitate 
to contact me. 

Sincerely, 
Laura 
Hatcher 
Heritage Advisor laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca Heritage Planning Unit 

Copies of the Draft Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment 
Report and the Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing 
Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment were 
provided to the MCM via e-mail on May 17, 2024. 

See comment 3 above. 

16  MCM Letter MCM’s Heritage Planning Unit will have additional comments on the Draft EPR 
and the Cultural Heritage Report. Our standard service offer is to provide 
comments within 30 days from the time a document is submitted to us for review. 
As I am sure you know, the Archaeological Assessment follows its own review 
process, once the archaeologist submits it to the MCM Archaeology Program Unit 
for review. 

Acknowledged. N/A 

17  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.3 Cultural 

Heritage 
3.2.3.1 Data 
Gathering, 

 
Page 33-35 

‘Cultural heritage resources’ include archaeological resources, built heritage 
resources, and cultural heritage landscapes. We recommend changing the title of 
3.2.3 to ‘Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes’ as 
archaeological resources are discussed in another section. 
 
The bulleted list on pages 33-34 which itemizes all data sources is not necessary 
as this information is outlined in the Cultural Heritage Report in Appendix C. This 
list could be deleted or summarized further. 
 
On pages 34-35, where the report describes the Ministry of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism’s (MCM) guidance on TRPAP reporting, we recommend that this 
language be updated and be made more concise to say that the Cultural Heritage 
Report followed this guidance. Where appropriate, explain how the guidance was 
applied to this project (e.g., in paragraph 1, state that the CHR used a buffer a 
certain distance from the project footprint to define the study area).  

We recommend that the following text be included at the beginning of section 3.2.3, 
to summarize the outcome of the Cultural Heritage Report:  

A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact 
Assessment was undertaken on [date] by [heritage consultant] for [name of 
project or study area]. The assessment for this report consisted of data 
collection, background historic research, review of secondary source material and 

The suggested edits have been reflected in the applicable 
sections of the updated EPR, as well as within the Cultural 
Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary 
Impact Assessment. 

Partially addressed. 
The description of MCM guidance on TRPAP reporting was 
deleted from the EPR, but it remains the same in the Cultural 
Heritage Report and was not updated as suggested. 
 
The information that there is no known or potential built heritage 
resources and cultural heritage landscapes is not found under 

Section 3.2.3 of the EPR. This information is only found in Section 

3.3.3. In order to clearly inform readers about this, we 
recommend adding a reference to Section 3.3.3 or moving up 
the information to Section 3.2.3. 
 
The paragraph in the beginning of section 3.2.3 does not identify 
the heritage consultant that prepared the Cultural Heritage 
Report, instead Gannett Fleming is mentioned. As the Cultural 
Heritage Report was prepared by ASI, we recommend to also 
include their name in the paragraph. 
 
We note that MTO comment 47 and 49 suggest adding a 
reference to the Criteria for Evaluating Potential Built Heritage 
Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes. MCM does not 
recommend that this reference is included in the EPR as it has 
been included in the Cultural Heritage Report. The EPR will 

mailto:laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca
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field review. No known or potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage 
landscapes were identified within or adjacent to the study area. The Cultural 
Heritage Report is included in Appendix C. 

Please also note that the Cultural Heritage Report should be considered 
preliminary until the Indigenous communities, municipal planning staff and other 
interested parties have had an opportunity to review and provide comments. 

include an overview of the purpose of the Cultural Heritage 
Report as recommended in our comments dated June 11, 2024, 
and not extensive and detailed information about the 
methodology. 
 
Also, there is a problem in the Table of Contents pages numbers, 
page 35 is repeated. Section 3.2.5 is on page 35 (PDF page 74) 
and Section 3.3.3 is also on page 35 (PDF page 91). 

18  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.3 Cultural 

Heritage 
3.2.3.2 Field 

Investigations 
 

Page 35 

We recommend deleting the paragraph that starts with “Background historical 
research…” as it contains unnecessary detail and some language that is not 
consistent with the Cultural Heritage Report. It may be more appropriate to refer the 
reader to the Cultural Heritage Report (see recommended language above). 

This paragraph was deleted in the EPR, as well as the 
Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and 
Preliminary Impact Assessment. 

Addressed. 

19  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.3 Cultural 

Heritage 
3.2.3.4 Consultation 

with Regulatory 
Authorities 

 
Page 35 

 

The report states: “There has been no correspondence from First Nations and 
Provincial Territorial Organizations about known or potential BHRs and CHLs at the 
time of preparing this report.” Please clarify whether the project team asked First 
Nations and Provincial Territorial Organizations about this component of the 
environment. Please clarify what is meant by “Provincial Territorial Organizations” 
in this context and include a list of organizations that were contacted. 
 
Additionally, the title of this subsection “Consultation with Regulatory Authorities” 
does not capture the above-mentioned communities and the nature of their potential 
comments, which may fall outside of a strictly regulatory role. The activities 
described in this section do not appear to be “consultation”, but rather “information 
gathering”. We suggest revising the sub-title accordingly – e.g., to “Information 
Gathering and Engagement with Municipal and Provincial Authorities, First Nations, 
and Provincial Territorial Organizations” (or similar wording). 

The term “Provincial Territorial Organizations” was 
included in error in the Draft EPR and therefore 
removed. 

 

Information sessions were held with three of the 
Indigenous communities and/or organizations who 
expressed interest in this project. As part of those 
sessions, no additional information was provided 
specifically about known BHRs/CHLs in the Study Area 
that may be of known or potential cultural heritage value 
or interest. The information sessions were held with the 
Moose Cree First Nation on October 19, 2021, with 
Nipissing First Nation on September 13, 2021, and with 
the Ontario Federation of Indigenous Friendship Centres 
on November 15, 2021. 

 
Section title for 3.2.3.1 has been updated. 

Partially addressed. 
ONTC comment dated August 8, 2024, state that information 
sessions with Indigenous communities who demonstrated 
interest in the project were held in 2021. However, the bullet text 
in Section 3.2.3.1 state the same sessions were in 2023. Please 
revise and update accordingly. This information should also align 
with the Cultural Heritage Report (see comment 31 below). 
 
Section title for 3.2.3.1 remains the same and was not updated 
as stated. Please revise. We note that the equivalent title of the 
Cultural Heritage Report was updated to “Information Gathering 
and Engagement with Municipal and Provincial Authorities, First 
Nations, and Provincial Territorial Organizations”. 

20  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.4 Archaeology 

 
Page 36 

We note that the licensed archaeologist has yet to submit the Stage 1 
Archaeological Assessment Report for this project (under Project Information 
Form (PIF) P094-0359-2023) for MCM review. We understand that the proponents 
hope to begin the TRPAP study period soon. This being the case, we strongly 
recommend that the report be submitted to MCM as soon as possible to allow for 
the Ministry’s review and for any revisions to be made. We also recommend that 
the archaeologist submit to MCM a request for expedited archaeological report 
review.    
 
Please note that archaeological concerns have not been fully addressed until 
reports have been entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological 
Reports (‘the Register’) where those reports recommend that: 
 

The Draft Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report 
was provided to MCM for review on May 17, 2024. The 
finalized Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report will 
be submitted into the MCM register once it is ready and 
comments received during the Draft EPR review have 
been addressed. 

Refer to comment 3 and 7 above. 
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1. the archaeological assessment of the project area is complete and  
 
2. all archaeological sites identified by the assessment are either of no further 
cultural heritage value or interest (as per Section 48(3) of the Ontario Heritage 
Act) or that mitigation of impacts has been accomplished through excavation or an 
avoidance and protection strategy.  
 
Approval authorities and proponents should wait to receive the MCM’s written 
confirmation that the archaeological assessment report(s) has been entered into 
the Register before issuing a decision or proceeding with any ground disturbing 
activities.  The letter will also indicate that there are no further concerns for 
impacts to archaeological resources or articulate next steps to mitigate those 
concerns.  
 
The MCM’s letter shall be included in the EPR. 
 

21  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.4 Archaeology 

3.2.4.2 Field 
Investigations 

 
Page 36 

 

The information about terms and conditions for archaeological licenses and PIFs is 
not necessary and should be removed. 

This was removed from the EPR. Addressed. 

22  3.3 Existing 
Conditions 

3.3.3 Built Heritage 
Resources and 

Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes of the 

Revised EPR 
 

PDF page90 

N/A 

N/A Comment 18 from Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks suggests providing MCM comments to support the 
following conclusion: “The Project Study Area does not feature 
any structure or areas believed to have CHVI.”. The former 
sentence was deleted, as also suggested in MTO comment 50, 
leaving under this section a single sentence that no known or 
potential built heritage resources (BHRs) or cultural heritage 
landscapes (CHLs) were identified in the Study Area. We 
recommend adding a reference to the Cultural Heritage Report 
in Appendix C to support this section. 

23  3.3 Existing 
Conditions  

3.3.4 Archaeology  
 

Page 49 

The information on Borden numbers is not necessary and should be removed. 
Removing this information will allow this section focus on the study area’s 
archaeological potential. 
 
We recommend deleting all the text in this section and replacing it with the following: 
 

A Stage 1 archaeological assessment was undertaken on [date] by 
[consultant archaeologist] for [property or study area]. A Stage 1 AA 
consists of a review of geographic, land use and historical information for 
the property and the relevant surrounding area, a property visit to inspect 
its current condition and contacting MCM to find out whether, or not, there 
are any known archaeological sites on or near the property. Its purpose is 
to identify areas of archaeological potential and further archaeological 

The Borden numbers have been removed as suggested. 

 

The Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report has 
been updated to reflect the revised text suggested by 
MCM. 

 

The parts of the Study Area proposed for construction 
and operations/maintenance activities, including the 
land that may be required for future construction of a 
Bus Storage and Maintenance Facility, do not retain 
archaeological potential on account of deep and 
extensive land disturbance or permanently saturated 

Partially addressed. 
The paragraph that mentioned Borden number was deleted, but 
the rest of the text remains the same.  
 
No direct reference to Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment was 
included as suggested. Stage 1 AA was submitted on August 2, 
2024. After MCM review, the EPR should required revision. The 
current information in the EPR should be considered preliminary. 
See comment 7. 
 
A clear statement that a portion of the Study Area has 
archaeological potential and supporting maps were not included 
in Section 3.3.4, as recommended. A statement and a map were 
included later, under Section 4.6.1. Also, MTO comments 27, 29 
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assessment (e.g., Stage 2-4) as necessary. The Stage 1 AA is included in 
Appendix X. 
 
[Then include the outcomes and recommendations of the report, which can 
usually be extracted from the AA’s Executive Summary]  

 
As stated in comment 4 above, the Stage 1 AA has not been submitted to MCM 
for review. The findings of the Stage 1AA are subject to review and the report may 
require revision. The information in this EPR should be considered preliminary.  
 
The mapping in the draft Stage 1 AA shared with MCM shows that a portion of the 
Study Area (station footprint plus a buffer area) has archaeological potential.  
 
However, the text in this EPR section states the following: 
 

The property inspection confirmed that the proposed Timmins-Porcupine 
Station Study Area exhibits evidence of disturbance in the existing 
facilities on site, the surrounding twentieth-century development, and 
evidence of artificial drainage. Undeveloped lands within the project 
components exhibit low archaeological potential due to poor drainage.  
 
Forested land east of the railway north of Highway 101/King Street retain 
archaeological potential and will require Stage 2 test pit survey if impacted 
by the project designs. 

 
The discussion in this section of the EPR is not clear, and it creates a 
misapprehension that the Study Area does not have any archaeological potential. 
The report should clearly state that a portion of the Study Area has archaeological 
potential and should include maps showing this. More information is required to 
support the EPR’s recommendations that Stage 2 AA is not required unless this 
area will be disturbed.  

conditions. These lands therefore do not require 
further archaeological assessment. 

 

If the project design changes during detail design (post 
TRPAP) and encroachment on the lands identified to 
retain archaeological potential is expected, Ontario 
Northland will complete a Stage 2 Archaeological 
Assessment survey prior to any disturbance or 
construction activities. 

 

Section 4.6 of the EPR (as well as the Stage 1 
Archaeological Assessment Report) has been updated 
accordingly to reflect this language. 

 
The Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report will be 
submitted into the register as soon as it is finalized. 

and 30 point out the necessity of clarity in the Study Area 
regarding the archaeology potential.  
 
We recommend moving up the statement and map from Section 
4.6.1 to Section 3.3.4 to clarify any questions and 
misinterpretation about archaeological potential earlier in the 
EPR or add reference to inform the reader that more information 
and a map can be found in Section 4.6.1.  
 
Please revise the EPR accordingly. 

24  4.7 Archaeology 
 

Page 59 
 

Please see the comment above and revise this section accordingly.  

The report has been updated accordingly – please refer 
to responses above. 

Addressed. Section 4.7 (now 4.6) was updated. See comment 
23 above. 

25  4.13 Summary of 
Mitigation and 

Monitoring 
Commitments 

Table 4-6: 
Archaeology Impacts, 

Mitigation, and 
Monitoring 

Commitments 
 

Page 64-65 
 

It is not clear how the proponent has arrived at a conclusion that there is no 
potential for the disturbance of archaeological resources. 
 
In the Mitigation Measures/Commitments column: 
 
Under the first bullet, please see comment 6 above and ensure that it aligns with 
revised text. 
 
Under the third bullet, we recommend deleting this text and replacing it with the 
following standard text developed by MCM: 
 

First bullet: report updated as per comments. 
 
Third bullet: agree with suggested text for replacement, 
report updated. 
 
Fifth bullet: agree with suggested text for replacement, 
report updated. 
 
Bullets 6 and 7 have been removed. 

Addressed. 



Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station [MCM File 0021147] 

MCM Comments on: 

Revised Environmental Project Report (dated August 8, 2024 and shared August 9, 2024, prepared by Gannett Fleming) 

Final Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated July 26, 2024 and shared August 9, 2024, prepared by ASI) 

September 4, 2024 

Page 9 of 11 
 

Draft Environmental Project Report Revised Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11 ONTC Consideration dated August 8, 2024 MCM Comment dated September 4, 2024 

Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, 
they may be a new archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 
48(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the 
archaeological resources must cease alteration of the site immediately and 
engage a licensed consultant archaeologist to carry out an archaeological 
assessment, in compliance with Section 48(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act.  

 
Under the fifth bullet, please remove the reference to the Bereavement Authority 
of Ontario (BAO). The BAO does not become involved in an investigation unless it 
is establishing the boundary of a cemetery, or investigating remains discovered 
within or adjacent to a cemetery. Additionally, the Ministry of Government and 
Consumer Services is now the Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery. 
Please update the text to reflect this. 
 
We recommend the following standard text for the fifth bullet: 
 

The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 
requires that any person discovering human remains must cease all 
activities immediately and notify the police or coroner. If the coroner does 
not suspect foul play in the disposition of the remains, in accordance with 
Ontario Regulation 30/11 the coroner shall notify the Registrar, Ontario 
Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery, which administers 
provisions of that Act related to burial sites. In situations where human 
remains are associated with archaeological resources, the Ministry of 
Citizenship and Multiculturalism should also be notified (at 
archaeology@ontario.ca) to ensure that the archaeological site is not 
subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a contravention of the 
Ontario Heritage Act. 

 
The purpose of the 6th bullet is not clear. It states that future archaeological 
assessments would be shared with ONTC, but it is not clear who would be 
commissioning the archaeological assessment, if not ONTC. 
 
In bullet 7, it is not clear how an Archaeological Risk Management Plan will be of 
assistance to this project, as it has a relatively small study area, and the 
archaeological assessment already outlines the protocols for the discovery of 
human remains and undocumented archaeological resources. 

26  Section 6.2.1.7  
Ministry of 

Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism  

 
Page 84 

N/A 

N/A 

MTO comment 32 and 51 suggested changes in Section 6.2.1.9 
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (now 6.2.1.7, page 
84) regarding MCM responsibilities.  
We recommend that the text be revised as follows (see also 
MCM’s initial letter dated June 11): 
 

MCM has an interest in undertakings such as this 
under its, mandate to develop policies and programs 
for the conservation of Ontario’s cultural heritage. 
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Item 
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27  Table of contents 
and Figures 

N/A N/A 
Page numbers are missing in the Table of Contents (Sections 
8.1 to 8.3) and in the Figures list. 

28  2.3 Report 
Purpose 

 
Page 7 

 

The report should explain the rationale for the Study Area (project footprint plus a 50m 

buffer) from a cultural heritage perspective, i.e., explain why a 50m buffer was selected. 

Report revised to include information on why 50m buffer 

was applied. 

Not addressed. 

The following sentence was added: “The selected buffer area is 

inclusive of lands that may contain BHRs and CHLs that may be 

subject to direct or indirect impacts as a result of the Project.”. 

While it justifies the purpose of the buffer area, it is not clear why 

50m was chosen rather than 25m or 100m. A similar concern 

was also highlighted in MTO comment 48 and 71. 

 

While 50m may be considered sufficient for potential noise and 

vibration impacts, it does not account for all potential impacts to 

built heritage resources/cultural heritage landscapes. Additional 

impacts to BHR/CHLs may include but are not limited to the 

following: shadows that alter the appearance or change the 

visibility of a heritage attribute, isolation of a heritage attribute 

from its surrounding environment, context or a significant 

relationship and/or changing the character of a potential 

Draft Environmental Project Report Revised Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11 ONTC Consideration dated August 8, 2024 MCM Comment dated September 4, 2024 

MCM is responsible for the administration of the 
Ontario Heritage Act (OHA) including its regulations. 
The OHA provides the primary statutory framework for 
the conservation of cultural heritage resources in 
Ontario. Including their identification, protection and 
wise management. The conservation of cultural 
heritage resources is also a matter of provincial 
importance as reflected in Ontario Regulation 231/08. 
 
As a member of the Government Review Team, MCM 
reviews various applications and associated technical 
studies to ensure compliance with the Ontario 
Heritage Act and fulfilment of due diligence related to 
cultural heritage more generally. 

 
Also, there is a typo in last sentence, the accurate section 
number is 6.6.3 Further Archaeological Assessment Studies, not 
Section 6.6.4 (that do not exist in the EPR) and should be 
revised. 



Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station [MCM File 0021147] 

MCM Comments on: 

Revised Environmental Project Report (dated August 8, 2024 and shared August 9, 2024, prepared by Gannett Fleming) 

Final Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated July 26, 2024 and shared August 9, 2024, prepared by ASI) 

September 4, 2024 
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Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment Final Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment 

Item 
No. 

Section MCM Review Comment dated June 11 ONTC Consideration dated August 8, 2024 MCM Comment dated September 4, 2024 

BHR/CHL through the obstruction of significant views or vistas 

to or from a property. An appropriate Study Area shall be defined 

by the analysis of site characteristics including potential staging 

area and should not focus on a single element, the proposed 

project footprint. 

29 Section 2.4 
Report Purpose of 

the Revised 
Cultural Heritage 

Report 

N/A N/A 

There is a typo in the second paragraph of Section 2.4, page 6. 
The first word of the second phrase is missing a letter: “The 
selected buffer area is…”. 

30 3.0 Methodology 
3.3 Identification 
of Built Heritage 
Resources and 

Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes 

Page 8 

We recommend editing the introductory paragraph as follows, to acknowledge that the 

MHSTCI 2019 TPAP guidance is one of the main documents guiding this report. 

This Cultural Heritage Report follows the above-mentioned TPAP guidance 

prepared by the then MHSTCI (now MCM) in 2019, as well as guidance 

presented in the Ontario Heritage Tool Kit (Ministry of Culture 2006) and 

Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built Heritage Resources and Cultural 

Heritage Landscapes (Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 2016). The 

objective of this report is to present an inventory of known and potential BHRs 

and CHLs, and to provide a preliminary understanding of known and potential 

BHRs and CHLs located within areas anticipated to be directly or indirectly 

impacted by the proposed project. 

Text revised as suggested. Addressed. 

31 3.0 Methodology 
3.5 Consultation 
with Regulatory 

Authorities 

Page 10 

See comment 2 on the Draft EPR, which applies to this section as well. We suggest 

changing the title of this section to be consistent with the change to the EPR.  

The first bullet in this section states that the City of Timmins was contacted for 

information in 2023 but the team received no response. We recommend follow-up with 

the City. 

The last bullet in this section says: 

At project start-up, ASI made a request to the proponent that any 

engagement with Indigenous communities undertaken as part of this project 

include a discussion about known or potential BHRs and CHLs that are of 

interest to the respective communities. No feedback was received by the time 

of report submission.  

It is unclear if the requested discussions regarding cultural heritage took place. 

Please clarify. 

Comment 2 in EPR addressed in Cultural Heritage 

Report, as suggested. Title of Section 3.5 in Cultural 

Heritage Report revised. 

Response from City of Timmins on 18 July 2023 added, 

no follow up required. 

Final bullet regarding ASI's request for information on 

Indigenous Engagement was removed as it repeats 

information contained in the bullet point immediately 

before. Information on which groups were contacted 

added into preceding paragraph noting information from 

Summary Report on Indigenous Engagement completed 

by Ontario Northland. 

Partially addressed. 

See comment 19 above. Please confirm the date in which 

information sessions with Indigenous communities who 

demonstrated interest in the project were held. ONTC’s 

comment 19 states a different year (2021) from the Cultural 

Heritage Report and Revised EPR (2023). 
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Thank you Melanie.

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America 
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless
clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the
named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is
prohibited.

From: Nito, Mariana (MCM) <Mariana.Nito@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 4, 2024 12:12 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM)
<Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Rebecca
McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista,
Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>
Subject: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

Hi Amber,
Thank you for circulating the Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR) for
Timmins-Porcupine Station to the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism for
review. Most of MCM’s comments were addressed, but we have additional comments
on the Revised EPR and Final Cultural Heritage Report. Please find attached MCM’s
comments. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out.
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We would also like to follow up on our request sent on May 3rd, 2024, to share a copy
of the cultural heritage process document developed by ONTC.

Best Regards,

Mariana Kimie Nito (she/her)
Heritage Advisor  |  Heritage Operations Branch/Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage
Division
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  |  Ontario Public Service
437-876-9980  |  mariana.nito@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people
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Hi Amber,

Thank you for sharing these responses to our comments on the EPR and technical studies for this
project. We will aim to respond to you by September 4.

Regards,
Laura

Laura Hatcher
Heritage Advisor  |  Heritage Branch/Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage Division
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  |  Ontario Public Service
437-239-3404  |  laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people
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Cc: Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
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<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Batista,
Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>
Subject: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Good Afternoon Karla & Laura,

On behalf of ONTC, as a follow up to the comments previously provided by MCM on the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR), ONTC has considered
your feedback and provided responses accordingly within the Revised EPR.  With this in mind,
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the following documents have been provided for your review/reference:

Responses to MCM’s comments contained within Table 5-6 of the Revised EPR (see
link below)
Revised Environmental Project Report that reflects updates associated with
comments received from MCM and other review agencies, as applicable
Revised EPR Appendices (i.e., Appendix C - Cultural Heritage Report and Appendix
D - Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report) that reflect updates associated with
comments received from MCM and other review agencies, as applicable

https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-s0522e47d73ef40a387d2b60c721415e5

In addition, please note that the Stage 1 AA Report was submitted into the MCM register on August
2nd by ASI.

We kindly request that you review these documents and our responses to your Draft EPR
Comments, and provide confirmation that you have no additional outstanding concerns or
comments related to the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project by no later than September 4,
2024.  If you wish to arrange a meeting with ONTC to discuss any aspect of the Project, please
contact us and we’d be happy to arrange a phone call.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President, Environmental Practice Lead - North America
Gannett Fleming | Royal Bank Plaza, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn | Facebook | Twitter 
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Good afternoon Amber,

Thank you for providing the Draft Cultural Heritage Report and Draft Stage 1 AA for our review. We
have reviewed them alongside the Draft EPR. Please find MCM’s more detailed comments on the
Draft EPR, as well as our comments on the Draft Cultural Heritage Report attached. We did not
provide comments on the Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment, as that will follow its own review
process once it is submitted by the licensed archaeologist for review.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss, please feel free to contact me.

Regards,

Laura

Laura Hatcher
Heritage Advisor  |  Heritage Branch/Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage Division
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  |  Ontario Public Service
437-239-3404  |  laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people
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Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station [MCM File 0021147] 
MCM Comments on:  
Draft Environmental Project Report (dated April 9, 2024 and shared April 18, 2024, prepared by Gannett Fleming)  
Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated April 9, 2024 and shared May 17, 2024, 
prepared by ASI) 
June 11, 2024 
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Draft Environmental Project Report 


Item 
No. 


Section      Review Comment 
               


1  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.3 Cultural Heritage 
3.2.3.1 Data Gathering, 


 
Page 33-35 


‘Cultural heritage resources’ include archaeological resources, built heritage resources, and 
cultural heritage landscapes. We recommend changing the title of 3.2.3 to ‘Built Heritage 
Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes’ as archaeological resources are discussed in 
another section.  
 
The bulleted list on pages 33-34 which itemizes all data sources is not necessary as this 
information is outlined in the Cultural Heritage Report in Appendix C. This list could be deleted 
or summarized further.  
    
On pages 34-35, where the report describes the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism’s 
(MCM) guidance on TRPAP reporting, we recommend that this language be updated and be 
made more concise to say that the Cultural Heritage Report followed this guidance. Where 
appropriate, explain how the guidance was applied to this project (e.g., in paragraph 1, state 
that the CHR used a buffer a certain distance from the project footprint to define the study area).  


We recommend that the following text be included at the beginning of section 3.2.3, to 
summarize the outcome of the Cultural Heritage Report:  


A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment was 
undertaken on [date] by [heritage consultant] for [name of project or study area]. The 
assessment for this report consisted of data collection, background historic research, review of 
secondary source material and field review. No known or potential built heritage resources 
and cultural heritage landscapes were identified within or adjacent to the study area. The 
Cultural Heritage Report is included in Appendix C.  
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Draft Environmental Project Report 


Item 
No. 


Section      Review Comment 
               


Please also note that the Cultural Heritage Report should be considered preliminary until the 
Indigenous communities, municipal planning staff and other interested parties have had an 
opportunity to review and provide comments. 


 


2  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.3 Cultural Heritage 


3.2.3.2 Field 
Investigations 


 
Page 35 


We recommend deleting the paragraph that starts with “Background historical research…” as it 
contains unnecessary detail and some language that is not consistent with the Cultural Heritage 
Report. It may be more appropriate to refer the reader to the Cultural Heritage Report (see 
recommended language above). 


3  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.3 Cultural Heritage 


3.2.3.4 Consultation with 
Regulatory Authorities 


 
Page 35 


 


The report states: “There has been no correspondence from First Nations and Provincial 
Territorial Organizations about known or potential BHRs and CHLs at the time of preparing this 
report.” Please clarify whether the project team asked First Nations and Provincial Territorial 
Organizations about this component of the environment. Please clarify what is meant by 
“Provincial Territorial Organizations” in this context and include a list of organizations that were 
contacted.  
 
Additionally, the title of this subsection “Consultation with Regulatory Authorities” does not 
capture the above-mentioned communities and the nature of their potential comments, which 
may fall outside of a strictly regulatory role. The activities described in this section do not appear 
to be “consultation”, but rather “information gathering”. We suggest revising the sub-title 
accordingly – e.g., to “Information Gathering and Engagement with Municipal and Provincial 
Authorities, First Nations, and Provincial Territorial Organizations” (or similar wording).  
 


4  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.4 Archaeology 


 
Page 36 


We note that the licensed archaeologist has yet to submit the Stage 1 Archaeological 
Assessment Report for this project (under Project Information Form (PIF) P094-0359-2023) for 
MCM review. We understand that the proponents hope to begin the TRPAP study period soon. 
This being the case, we strongly recommend that the report be submitted to MCM as soon as 
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Draft Environmental Project Report 


Item 
No. 


Section      Review Comment 
               


possible to allow for the Ministry’s review and for any revisions to be made. We also recommend 
that the archaeologist submit to MCM a request for expedited archaeological report review.    
 
Please note that archaeological concerns have not been fully addressed until reports have been 
entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports (‘the Register’) where those 
reports recommend that:  
 
1. the archaeological assessment of the project area is complete and  
 
2. all archaeological sites identified by the assessment are either of no further cultural heritage 
value or interest (as per Section 48(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act) or that mitigation of impacts 
has been accomplished through excavation or an avoidance and protection strategy.  
 
Approval authorities and proponents should wait to receive the MCM’s written confirmation that 
the archaeological assessment report(s) has been entered into the Register before issuing a 
decision or proceeding with any ground disturbing activities.  The letter will also indicate that 
there are no further concerns for impacts to archaeological resources or articulate next steps to 
mitigate those concerns.  
 
The MCM’s letter shall be included in the EPR. 
 


5  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.4 Archaeology 


3.2.4.2 Field 
Investigations 


 
Page 36 


 


The information about terms and conditions for archaeological licenses and PIFs is not 
necessary and should be removed. 


6  3.3 Existing Conditions  
3.3.4 Archaeology  


The information on Borden numbers is not necessary and should be removed. Removing this 
information will allow this section focus on the study area’s archaeological potential.    
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Draft Environmental Project Report 


Item 
No. 


Section      Review Comment 
               


 
Page 49 


 
We recommend deleting all the text in this section and replacing it with the following:  
 


A Stage 1 archaeological assessment was undertaken on [date] by [consultant 
archaeologist] for [property or study area]. A Stage 1 AA consists of a review of 
geographic, land use and historical information for the property and the relevant 
surrounding area, a property visit to inspect its current condition and contacting MCM to 
find out whether, or not, there are any known archaeological sites on or near the 
property. Its purpose is to identify areas of archaeological potential and further 
archaeological assessment (e.g., Stage 2-4) as necessary. The Stage 1 AA is included 
in Appendix X.  
 
[Then include the outcomes and recommendations of the report, which can usually be 
extracted from the AA’s Executive Summary]  


 
As stated in comment 4 above, the Stage 1 AA has not been submitted to MCM for review. 
The findings of the Stage 1AA are subject to review and the report may require revision. The 
information in this EPR should be considered preliminary.  
 
The mapping in the draft Stage 1 AA shared with MCM shows that a portion of the Study Area 
(station footprint plus a buffer area) has archaeological potential.  
 
However, the text in this EPR section states the following: 
 


The property inspection confirmed that the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Study 
Area exhibits evidence of disturbance in the existing facilities on site, the surrounding 
twentieth-century development, and evidence of artificial drainage. Undeveloped lands 
within the project components exhibit low archaeological potential due to poor 
drainage.  
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Draft Environmental Project Report 


Item 
No. 


Section      Review Comment 
               


Forested land east of the railway north of Highway 101/King Street retain archaeological 
potential and will require Stage 2 test pit survey if impacted by the project designs. 


  
The discussion in this section of the EPR is not clear, and it creates a misapprehension that 
the Study Area does not have any archaeological potential. The report should clearly state 
that a portion of the Study Area has archaeological potential and should include maps 
showing this. More information is required to support the EPR’s recommendations that Stage 
2 AA is not required unless this area will be disturbed.  


7  4.7 Archaeology 
 


Page 59 
 


Please see the comment above and revise this section accordingly.  


8  4.13 Summary of 
Mitigation and 


Monitoring Commitments 
Table 4-6: Archaeology 
Impacts, Mitigation, and 
Monitoring Commitments 


 
Page 64-65 


 


It is not clear how the proponent has arrived at a conclusion that there is no potential for the 
disturbance of archaeological resources. 
 
In the Mitigation Measures/Commitments column: 
 
Under the first bullet, please see comment 6 above and ensure that it aligns with revised text. 
 
Under the third bullet, we recommend deleting this text and replacing it with the following 
standard text developed by MCM: 
 


Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be 
a new archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48(1) of the Ontario Heritage 
Act. The proponent or person discovering the archaeological resources must cease 
alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant archaeologist to 
carry out an archaeological assessment, in compliance with Section 48(1) of the Ontario 
Heritage Act.  


 







Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station [MCM File 0021147] 
MCM Comments on:  
Draft Environmental Project Report (dated April 9, 2024 and shared April 18, 2024, prepared by Gannett Fleming)  
Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated April 9, 2024 and shared May 17, 2024, 
prepared by ASI) 
June 11, 2024 


Page 6 of 8 
 


 


 


Draft Environmental Project Report 


Item 
No. 


Section      Review Comment 
               


Under the fifth bullet, please remove the reference to the Bereavement Authority of Ontario 
(BAO). The BAO does not become involved in an investigation unless it is establishing the 
boundary of a cemetery, or investigating remains discovered within or adjacent to a cemetery. 
Additionally, the Ministry of Government and Consumer Services is now the Ministry of Public 
and Business Service Delivery. Please update the text to reflect this. 
 
We recommend the following standard text for the fifth bullet: 
 


The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 requires that 
any person discovering human remains must cease all activities immediately and notify 
the police or coroner. If the coroner does not suspect foul play in the disposition of the 
remains, in accordance with Ontario Regulation 30/11 the coroner shall notify the 
Registrar, Ontario Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery, which administers 
provisions of that Act related to burial sites. In situations where human remains are 
associated with archaeological resources, the Ministry of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism should also be notified (at archaeology@ontario.ca) to ensure that the 
archaeological site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a 
contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act.   


 
The purpose of the 6th bullet is not clear. It states that future archaeological assessments would 
be shared with ONTC, but it is not clear who would be commissioning the archaeological 
assessment, if not ONTC. 
 
In bullet 7, it is not clear how an Archaeological Risk Management Plan will be of assistance to 
this project, as it has a relatively small study area, and the archaeological assessment already 
outlines the protocols for the discovery of human remains and undocumented archaeological 
resources.  
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Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment 


Item 
No. 


Section      Review Comment 
               


1  2.3 Report Purpose 
 


Page 7 
 


The report should explain the rationale for the Study Area (project footprint plus a 50m buffer) from 
a cultural heritage perspective, i.e., explain why a 50m buffer was selected. 
    
 


2  3.0 Methodology 
3.3 Identification of 


Built Heritage 
Resources and 


Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes 


 
Page 8 


 


We recommend editing the introductory paragraph as follows, to acknowledge that the MHSTCI 
2019 TPAP guidance is one of the main documents guiding this report.  
 


This Cultural Heritage Report follows the above-mentioned TPAP guidance prepared by 
the then MHSTCI (now MCM) in 2019, as well as guidance presented in the Ontario 
Heritage Tool Kit (Ministry of Culture 2006) and Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built 
Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes (Ministry of Tourism, Culture and 
Sport 2016). The objective of this report is to present an inventory of known and potential 
BHRs and CHLs, and to provide a preliminary understanding of known and potential BHRs 
and CHLs located within areas anticipated to be directly or indirectly impacted by the 
proposed project. 
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Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment 


Item 
No. 


Section      Review Comment 
               


3  3.0 Methodology 
3.5 Consultation 
with Regulatory 


Authorities 
 


Page 10 


See comment 2 on the Draft EPR, which applies to this section as well. We suggest changing the 
title of this section to be consistent with the change to the EPR.  
 
The first bullet in this section states that the City of Timmins was contacted for information in 2023 
but the team received no response. We recommend follow-up with the City. 
 
The last bullet in this section says:  
 


At project start-up, ASI made a request to the proponent that any engagement with 
Indigenous communities undertaken as part of this project include a discussion about 
known or potential BHRs and CHLs that are of interest to the respective communities. No 
feedback was received by the time of report submission.  


 
It is unclear if the requested discussions regarding cultural heritage took place. Please clarify. 
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Draft Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section      Review Comment 
               

1  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.3 Cultural Heritage 
3.2.3.1 Data Gathering, 

 
Page 33-35 

‘Cultural heritage resources’ include archaeological resources, built heritage resources, and 
cultural heritage landscapes. We recommend changing the title of 3.2.3 to ‘Built Heritage 
Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes’ as archaeological resources are discussed in 
another section.  
 
The bulleted list on pages 33-34 which itemizes all data sources is not necessary as this 
information is outlined in the Cultural Heritage Report in Appendix C. This list could be deleted 
or summarized further.  
    
On pages 34-35, where the report describes the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism’s 
(MCM) guidance on TRPAP reporting, we recommend that this language be updated and be 
made more concise to say that the Cultural Heritage Report followed this guidance. Where 
appropriate, explain how the guidance was applied to this project (e.g., in paragraph 1, state 
that the CHR used a buffer a certain distance from the project footprint to define the study area).  

We recommend that the following text be included at the beginning of section 3.2.3, to 
summarize the outcome of the Cultural Heritage Report:  

A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment was 
undertaken on [date] by [heritage consultant] for [name of project or study area]. The 
assessment for this report consisted of data collection, background historic research, review of 
secondary source material and field review. No known or potential built heritage resources 
and cultural heritage landscapes were identified within or adjacent to the study area. The 
Cultural Heritage Report is included in Appendix C.  

 



Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station [MCM File 0021147] 
MCM Comments on:  
Draft Environmental Project Report (dated April 9, 2024 and shared April 18, 2024, prepared by Gannett Fleming)  
Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated April 9, 2024 and shared May 17, 2024, 
prepared by ASI) 
June 11, 2024 

Page 2 of 8 
 

Draft Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section      Review Comment 
               

Please also note that the Cultural Heritage Report should be considered preliminary until the 
Indigenous communities, municipal planning staff and other interested parties have had an 
opportunity to review and provide comments. 

 

2  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.3 Cultural Heritage 

3.2.3.2 Field 
Investigations 

 
Page 35 

We recommend deleting the paragraph that starts with “Background historical research…” as it 
contains unnecessary detail and some language that is not consistent with the Cultural Heritage 
Report. It may be more appropriate to refer the reader to the Cultural Heritage Report (see 
recommended language above). 

3  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.3 Cultural Heritage 

3.2.3.4 Consultation with 
Regulatory Authorities 

 
Page 35 

 

The report states: “There has been no correspondence from First Nations and Provincial 
Territorial Organizations about known or potential BHRs and CHLs at the time of preparing this 
report.” Please clarify whether the project team asked First Nations and Provincial Territorial 
Organizations about this component of the environment. Please clarify what is meant by 
“Provincial Territorial Organizations” in this context and include a list of organizations that were 
contacted.  
 
Additionally, the title of this subsection “Consultation with Regulatory Authorities” does not 
capture the above-mentioned communities and the nature of their potential comments, which 
may fall outside of a strictly regulatory role. The activities described in this section do not appear 
to be “consultation”, but rather “information gathering”. We suggest revising the sub-title 
accordingly – e.g., to “Information Gathering and Engagement with Municipal and Provincial 
Authorities, First Nations, and Provincial Territorial Organizations” (or similar wording).  
 

4  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.4 Archaeology 

 
Page 36 

We note that the licensed archaeologist has yet to submit the Stage 1 Archaeological 
Assessment Report for this project (under Project Information Form (PIF) P094-0359-2023) for 
MCM review. We understand that the proponents hope to begin the TRPAP study period soon. 
This being the case, we strongly recommend that the report be submitted to MCM as soon as 
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Draft Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section      Review Comment 
               

possible to allow for the Ministry’s review and for any revisions to be made. We also recommend 
that the archaeologist submit to MCM a request for expedited archaeological report review.    
 
Please note that archaeological concerns have not been fully addressed until reports have been 
entered into the Ontario Public Register of Archaeological Reports (‘the Register’) where those 
reports recommend that:  
 
1. the archaeological assessment of the project area is complete and  
 
2. all archaeological sites identified by the assessment are either of no further cultural heritage 
value or interest (as per Section 48(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act) or that mitigation of impacts 
has been accomplished through excavation or an avoidance and protection strategy.  
 
Approval authorities and proponents should wait to receive the MCM’s written confirmation that 
the archaeological assessment report(s) has been entered into the Register before issuing a 
decision or proceeding with any ground disturbing activities.  The letter will also indicate that 
there are no further concerns for impacts to archaeological resources or articulate next steps to 
mitigate those concerns.  
 
The MCM’s letter shall be included in the EPR. 
 

5  3.2 Methodology 
3.2.4 Archaeology 

3.2.4.2 Field 
Investigations 

 
Page 36 

 

The information about terms and conditions for archaeological licenses and PIFs is not 
necessary and should be removed. 

6  3.3 Existing Conditions  
3.3.4 Archaeology  

The information on Borden numbers is not necessary and should be removed. Removing this 
information will allow this section focus on the study area’s archaeological potential.    
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Draft Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section      Review Comment 
               

 
Page 49 

 
We recommend deleting all the text in this section and replacing it with the following:  
 

A Stage 1 archaeological assessment was undertaken on [date] by [consultant 
archaeologist] for [property or study area]. A Stage 1 AA consists of a review of 
geographic, land use and historical information for the property and the relevant 
surrounding area, a property visit to inspect its current condition and contacting MCM to 
find out whether, or not, there are any known archaeological sites on or near the 
property. Its purpose is to identify areas of archaeological potential and further 
archaeological assessment (e.g., Stage 2-4) as necessary. The Stage 1 AA is included 
in Appendix X.  
 
[Then include the outcomes and recommendations of the report, which can usually be 
extracted from the AA’s Executive Summary]  

 
As stated in comment 4 above, the Stage 1 AA has not been submitted to MCM for review. 
The findings of the Stage 1AA are subject to review and the report may require revision. The 
information in this EPR should be considered preliminary.  
 
The mapping in the draft Stage 1 AA shared with MCM shows that a portion of the Study Area 
(station footprint plus a buffer area) has archaeological potential.  
 
However, the text in this EPR section states the following: 
 

The property inspection confirmed that the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Study 
Area exhibits evidence of disturbance in the existing facilities on site, the surrounding 
twentieth-century development, and evidence of artificial drainage. Undeveloped lands 
within the project components exhibit low archaeological potential due to poor 
drainage.  
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Draft Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section      Review Comment 
               

Forested land east of the railway north of Highway 101/King Street retain archaeological 
potential and will require Stage 2 test pit survey if impacted by the project designs. 

  
The discussion in this section of the EPR is not clear, and it creates a misapprehension that 
the Study Area does not have any archaeological potential. The report should clearly state 
that a portion of the Study Area has archaeological potential and should include maps 
showing this. More information is required to support the EPR’s recommendations that Stage 
2 AA is not required unless this area will be disturbed.  

7  4.7 Archaeology 
 

Page 59 
 

Please see the comment above and revise this section accordingly.  

8  4.13 Summary of 
Mitigation and 

Monitoring Commitments 
Table 4-6: Archaeology 
Impacts, Mitigation, and 
Monitoring Commitments 

 
Page 64-65 

 

It is not clear how the proponent has arrived at a conclusion that there is no potential for the 
disturbance of archaeological resources. 
 
In the Mitigation Measures/Commitments column: 
 
Under the first bullet, please see comment 6 above and ensure that it aligns with revised text. 
 
Under the third bullet, we recommend deleting this text and replacing it with the following 
standard text developed by MCM: 
 

Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be 
a new archaeological site and therefore subject to Section 48(1) of the Ontario Heritage 
Act. The proponent or person discovering the archaeological resources must cease 
alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant archaeologist to 
carry out an archaeological assessment, in compliance with Section 48(1) of the Ontario 
Heritage Act.  

 



Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station [MCM File 0021147] 
MCM Comments on:  
Draft Environmental Project Report (dated April 9, 2024 and shared April 18, 2024, prepared by Gannett Fleming)  
Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment (dated April 9, 2024 and shared May 17, 2024, 
prepared by ASI) 
June 11, 2024 

Page 6 of 8 
 

 

 

Draft Environmental Project Report 

Item 
No. 

Section      Review Comment 
               

Under the fifth bullet, please remove the reference to the Bereavement Authority of Ontario 
(BAO). The BAO does not become involved in an investigation unless it is establishing the 
boundary of a cemetery, or investigating remains discovered within or adjacent to a cemetery. 
Additionally, the Ministry of Government and Consumer Services is now the Ministry of Public 
and Business Service Delivery. Please update the text to reflect this. 
 
We recommend the following standard text for the fifth bullet: 
 

The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 requires that 
any person discovering human remains must cease all activities immediately and notify 
the police or coroner. If the coroner does not suspect foul play in the disposition of the 
remains, in accordance with Ontario Regulation 30/11 the coroner shall notify the 
Registrar, Ontario Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery, which administers 
provisions of that Act related to burial sites. In situations where human remains are 
associated with archaeological resources, the Ministry of Citizenship and 
Multiculturalism should also be notified (at archaeology@ontario.ca) to ensure that the 
archaeological site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a 
contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act.   

 
The purpose of the 6th bullet is not clear. It states that future archaeological assessments would 
be shared with ONTC, but it is not clear who would be commissioning the archaeological 
assessment, if not ONTC. 
 
In bullet 7, it is not clear how an Archaeological Risk Management Plan will be of assistance to 
this project, as it has a relatively small study area, and the archaeological assessment already 
outlines the protocols for the discovery of human remains and undocumented archaeological 
resources.  
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Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment 

Item 
No. 

Section      Review Comment 
               

1  2.3 Report Purpose 
 

Page 7 
 

The report should explain the rationale for the Study Area (project footprint plus a 50m buffer) from 
a cultural heritage perspective, i.e., explain why a 50m buffer was selected. 
    
 

2  3.0 Methodology 
3.3 Identification of 

Built Heritage 
Resources and 

Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes 

 
Page 8 

 

We recommend editing the introductory paragraph as follows, to acknowledge that the MHSTCI 
2019 TPAP guidance is one of the main documents guiding this report.  
 

This Cultural Heritage Report follows the above-mentioned TPAP guidance prepared by 
the then MHSTCI (now MCM) in 2019, as well as guidance presented in the Ontario 
Heritage Tool Kit (Ministry of Culture 2006) and Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built 
Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes (Ministry of Tourism, Culture and 
Sport 2016). The objective of this report is to present an inventory of known and potential 
BHRs and CHLs, and to provide a preliminary understanding of known and potential BHRs 
and CHLs located within areas anticipated to be directly or indirectly impacted by the 
proposed project. 
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Draft Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment 

Item 
No. 

Section  Review Comment 

3 3.0 Methodology 
3.5 Consultation 
with Regulatory 

Authorities 

Page 10 

See comment 2 on the Draft EPR, which applies to this section as well. We suggest changing the 
title of this section to be consistent with the change to the EPR.  

The first bullet in this section states that the City of Timmins was contacted for information in 2023 
but the team received no response. We recommend follow-up with the City. 

The last bullet in this section says: 

At project start-up, ASI made a request to the proponent that any engagement with 
Indigenous communities undertaken as part of this project include a discussion about 
known or potential BHRs and CHLs that are of interest to the respective communities. No 
feedback was received by the time of report submission.  

It is unclear if the requested discussions regarding cultural heritage took place. Please clarify. 
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Thank you, Amber! That is what I thought you meant, but I wanted to be sure.
 
MCM’s Heritage Planning Unit will have additional comments on the Draft EPR and the Cultural
Heritage Report. Our standard service offer is to provide comments within 30 days from the time a
document is submitted to us for review. As I am sure you know, the Archaeological Assessment
follows its own review process, once the archaeologist submits it to the MCM Archaeology Program
Unit for review.
 
Have a good evening,
 
Laura
 
 

Laura Hatcher
Heritage Advisor  |  Heritage Branch/Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage Division
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  |  Ontario Public Service
437-239-3404  |  laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca
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MCM may have any additional comments forthcoming, that will be helpful. 

In the meantime, we are working on responses to the comments you provided to us on May 3rd. 

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President, Environmental Practice Lead - North America
Gannett Fleming | Royal Bank Plaza, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn | Facebook | Twitter 
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Hi Amber,

Thank you for providing these reports. I want to clarify, are you requesting that MCM let you know
by the end of the week if we will have any additional comments, or are you requesting comments by
the end of this week?
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To: Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca>
Cc: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca; Batista, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier,
Shannon (She/Her) (MTO) <Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca;
Afante, Ramona (MTO) <Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James (MCM)
<James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>;
Batista, Cindy (MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: File 0021147: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Importance: High

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Good Afternoon Laura,

Thank you for your comments on the Draft EPR to date – as provided on May 3rd.  Please also find
attached the Draft Cultural Heritage Report and Draft Stage 1 AA Report for your
information/review.  We note that the results of both reports were summarized in the Draft EPR
previously circulated to you. 

Kindly confirm by EOD May 24th whether MCM has any additional comments you wish to provide
based on these reports. 

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President, Environmental Practice Lead - North America
Gannett Fleming | Royal Bank Plaza, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn | Facebook | Twitter 

From: Hatcher, Laura (MCM) <Laura.E.Hatcher@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Friday, May 3, 2024 10:04 AM
To: Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal
Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca; Batista, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian
(MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Davis, Cheryl (MTO) <Cheryl.Davis@ontario.ca>; Gauthier,
Shannon (She/Her) (MTO) <Shannon.Gauthier@ontario.ca>; Afante, Ramona (MTO)
<Ramona.Afante@ontario.ca>; Hamilton, James (MCM) <James.Hamilton@ontario.ca>; Barboza,
Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>
Subject: FW: File 0021147: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Good morning,

Thank you for circulating the Draft EPR for Timmins-Porcupine Station to the Ministry of Citizenship
and Multiculturalism for review. Please find attached a letter with comments from the ministry on
this project. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out.

On a related topic, the heritage consultants for this project contacted us as part of their research for
this project, and mentioned that ONTC has developed a ‘Cultural Heritage Process’. We are
wondering if a copy of the document could be shared with us.

Thank you,

Laura

Laura Hatcher
Heritage Advisor   |  Heritage Branch/Citizenship, Inclusion and Heritage Division
Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism  |  Ontario Public Service
437-239-3404  |  laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people

mailto:laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca
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May 3, 2024   EMAIL ONLY  
 
Kate Bondett 
Senior Communications Manager 
Ontario Northland 
555 Oak St. E. 
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3 
kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca 
 
 
MCM File # : 0021147 
Proponent : Ontario Northland   
Project : Timmins-Porcupine Station 
Location : City of Timmins, Cochrane District 

 
Dear Ms. Bondett: 
 
Thank you for providing the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) with the draft EPR 
for the above-referenced project, which is following the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 
Process (TRPAP) as defined in Ontario Regulation 231/08 under the Environmental Assessment 
Act. O. Reg 231/08 identifies the MCM’s interest in cultural heritage resources. Cultural heritage 
resources include:  

• Archaeological resources, including land and marine; 

• Built heritage resources, including bridges and monuments; and,  

• Cultural heritage landscapes. 
 
Under the TRPAP, the proponent is required to consider whether its proposed transit project could 
have potential negative impact on the environment. Under the process an objection can be 
submitted to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) about a matter of 
provincial importance that relates to the natural environment or has cultural heritage value or 
interest.”1 The MECP expects a transit project proponent to make reasonable efforts to avoid, 
prevent, mitigate or protect matters of provincial importance.  
 
The MECP’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Transit Projects (Transit 
Guide) provides guidance to proponents on how to meet the requirements of O.Reg 231/08. The 
Transit Guide encourages proponents to obtain information and input from appropriate 
government agency technical representatives before starting the TRPAP to assist in meeting the 
timelines specified in the regulation, including the submission of a draft Environmental Project 
Report (EPR) for review and comment prior to issuing a Notice of Commencement.   

 
1 The MECP’s Guide to Environmental Assessment Requirements for Transit Projects states that “when dealing with any 

property of cultural heritage value or interest, “provincial importance” is not restricted to property meeting the criteria as set out 
under the Ontario Heritage Act in Ontario Regulation 10/06, Criteria for Determining Cultural Heritage Value or Interest of 
Provincial Significance.” Consideration of provincial importance includes properties that meet the criteria set out in O. Reg 9/06.  

mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/page/guide-environmental-assessment-requirements-transit-projects
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Among the pre-planning activities outlined in Section 4.1 of the Transit Guide, a proponent is 
advised to conduct studies to:  

• identify existing baseline environmental conditions;   

• identify project-specific location or alignment (including construction staging, land 

requirements); and, 

• identify expected environmental impacts and proposed measures to mitigate potential 

negative impacts.  

 
This letter provides advice on how to incorporate consideration of cultural heritage in the above 
mentioned pre-planning activities, and also expands on section 3.4 of the Transit Guide by 
outlining the technical studies and level of detail required to address the cultural heritage 
component for transit projects that are covered by O.Reg 231/08. The outcomes and 
recommendations of the studies will be reported in the draft EPR and form the basis for any future 
commitments outlined in the EPR. 
 
MCM will comment on the draft EPR prior to the Notice of Commencement for the project, but to 
do so, we request that the Cultural Heritage Report be sent to the Heritage Planning Unit for 
review, and that the archaeologist submit the Stage 1 AA directly to the ministry for review. Please 
see our more detailed comments on these aspects of the project reporting below. These 
comments are consistent with the advice we provide on all TPAP projects. 
 
Please note that the Standards and Guidelines for Conservation of Provincial Heritage Properties 
(S&G), prepared pursuant to Section 25.2 of the Ontario Heritage Act (OHA), came into effect on 
July 1, 2010. All Ontario government ministries and public bodies that are prescribed under 
Ontario Regulation 157/10 must comply with the S&Gs. They apply to property that is owned or 
controlled by the Crown in right of Ontario or by a prescribed public body. 
 
Ontario Northland Transportation Commission (ONTC) is not currently prescribed under Ontario 
Regulation 157/10. If this status changes, MCM may have updated advice on this project.  
 
Project Summary 
The purpose of the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project is to build a new rail station in the City of 
Timmins that will operate as part of the reinstated Northlander passenger rail service between 
Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane. The new Timmins-
Porcupine Station will include a train platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian 
walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.  
 
Identifying Cultural Heritage Resources 
While some cultural heritage resources may have already been formally identified, others may be 
identified through screening and evaluation.  
 
Community input should be sought to identify locally recognized and potential cultural heritage 
resources. Sources include, but are not limited to, municipal heritage committees, historical 
societies and other local heritage organizations. 
 
Cultural heritage resources are often of critical importance to Indigenous communities. Indigenous 
communities may have knowledge that can contribute to the identification of cultural heritage 
resources, and we suggest that any engagement with Indigenous communities includes a 
discussion about known or potential cultural heritage resources that are of value to them. 
 
 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/standards-and-guidelines-conservation-provincial-heritage-properties
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Archaeological Resources (Land and Marine, if applicable) 
MCM recommends that, as a best practice, a combined Stage 1-2 archaeological assessment 
(AA) be completed for the entire study area during the pre-planning phase. 
 
At a minimum, a Stage 1 AA will be undertaken for the entire study area during the pre-planning 
phase. The results of the Stage 1 AA will inform the TRPAP and will be summarized in the draft 
EPR. If the Stage 1 AA recommends further AA(s), then MCM recommends that further stages of 
AA be completed as early as possible during the planning or design phase of the project, and 
prior to the completion of detailed design.  
  
Archaeological assessments are required to be undertaken by an archaeologist licenced under 
the Ontario Heritage Act, who is responsible for submitting the report directly to MCM for review. 
 
The EPR must include specific information from the AA report(s). The Executive Summary of 
each AA report provides a brief summary of the work completed and the recommendations for 
next steps, whether for further archaeological assessment, in which case the report will include a 
map that identifies those areas, or for no further assessment. The EPR must also include clear 
commitments to undertake the recommended AA and a timeline for their completion. 
 
MCM is aware that a Project Information Form Number (PIF#) for a Stage 1 AA has been issued 
for this project, and that the AA report has not yet been submitted to the ministry. MCM 
recommends that this report is submitted as soon as possible so that it may be reviewed, and the 
information incorporated into the draft EPR.  
 
Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes   
A Cultural Heritage Report: Existing Conditions and Preliminary Impact Assessment will be 
undertaken for the entire study area during the pre-planning phase to inform the TRPAP. This 
study will:  
 

1. Identify existing baseline cultural heritage conditions within the study area. The 

consultants preparing the Cultural Heritage Report will need to define a study area and 

explain their rationale. MCM recommends that the study area for the report include, at 

minimum, the project footprint and adjacent properties. Alternatively, the study area may 

include the project footprint and a study zone that is located immediately beside the 

footprint and extends a certain distance. The report will include a historical summary of 

the development of the study area and will identify all known or potential built heritage 

resources and cultural heritage landscapes in the study area. MCM has developed 

screening criteria that may assist with this exercise: Criteria for Evaluating for Potential 

Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes.   

 
2. Identify preliminary potential project-specific impacts on the known and potential built 

heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes that have been identified. The report 

should include a description of the anticipated impact to each known or potential built 

heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape that has been identified.    

 
3. Propose and recommend measures to avoid or mitigate potential negative impacts to 

known or potential built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes. The 

proposed mitigation measures are to inform the next steps of project planning and design.  

 

http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0500E~1/$File/0500E.pdf
http://www.forms.ssb.gov.on.ca/mbs/ssb/forms/ssbforms.nsf/GetFileAttach/021-0500E~1/$File/0500E.pdf
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Where a known or potential built heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape may be directly 
and adversely impacted2, and where it has not yet been evaluated for Cultural Heritage Value or 
Interest (CHVI), completion of a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report (CHER) is required to fully 
understand its CHVI and level of significance. The CHER must be completed within the TRPAP. 
If a built heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape is found to be of CHVI, then a Heritage 
Impact Assessment (HIA) will be undertaken by a qualified person. The HIA will be completed in 
consultation with MCM and the proponent as early as possible during detail design, following the 
TRPAP. 
 
While some cultural heritage landscapes are contained within individual property boundaries, 
others span across multiple properties. For certain cultural heritage landscapes, it will be more 
appropriate for the CHER and HIA to include multiple properties, in order to reflect the extent of 
that cultural heritage landscape in its entirety.     
 
More detailed advice on how to document some of the information above is attached to this letter.  
 
Proponents that are subject to the S&Gs should refer to Information Bulletin 3 - Heritage Impact 
Assessments for Provincial Heritage Properties. Proponents that are not subject to the S&Gs may 
still find this document helpful.  
 
Technical cultural heritage studies will be undertaken by a qualified person who has expertise, 
recent experience, and knowledge relevant to the type of cultural heritage resources being 
considered and the nature of the activity being proposed. 
 
The findings of the above-mentioned studies should be summarized as part of the EPR discussion 
of existing conditions, impact assessment, mitigation, and future commitments. Commitments for 
further studies should clearly state what is to be done, who is responsible for implementation, and 
when. Ideally, the Cultural Heritage Report should be shared with MCM before the draft EPR is 
provided, so that any feedback on the Cultural Heritage Report can be incorporated into the draft 
EPR. At a minimum, the Cultural Heritage Report should be shared with the draft EPR.  
 
(Draft) Environmental Project Report 
MCM will comment on the draft EPR for the project, but we are not in a position to do so until we 
review the above-mentioned technical studies. 
 
Please note that the responsibility for administration of the Ontario Heritage Act and matters 
related to cultural heritage have been transferred from the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport 
(MTCS) to the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM). Individual staff roles and 
contact information remain unchanged. Please continue to send any notices, reports and/or 
documentation to both Karla Barboza and me.   
 
Thank you for consulting MCM on this project and please continue to do so throughout the TRPAP 
process. If you have any questions, require clarification, or would like additional examples to 
assist with project reporting, do not hesitate to contact me.   
  
 
 
 

 
2 A direct adverse impact would have a permanent and irreversible negative effect on the cultural heritage value or interest of a 

property or result in the loss of a heritage attribute on all or part of the property. Examples include, but are not limited to: removal 
or demolition of a heritage attribute, land disturbance, alterations that are not sympathetic to the CHVI of the property, introduction 
of new elements that diminish the integrity of the property, changing the character of the property, intensification of the property 
without conservation of heritage attributes.       
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Sincerely, 
 
Laura Hatcher 
Heritage Advisor 
laura.e.hatcher@ontario.ca 
Heritage Planning Unit 
 
Attached:     Required Reporting for Cultural Heritage Resources in Environmental Project Report (EPR) under Transit Project  

    Assessment Process (TRPAP) 
 
Copied to:    Krystal Perepeluk, Director, Passenger Rail and Customer Service, Ontario Northland 

Rebecca McGlynn, Chief Marketing and Communications Officer, Ontario Northland 
Veronica Campbell, Events Coordinator, Ontario Northland 
Cindy Batista, Special Project Officer, Environmental Assessment Services, MECP 

 Wai Hadlari, Project Officer, Environmental Assessment Services, MECP 
Jillian Soule, Manager, Capital Investments Oversight, MTO  
Cheryl Davis, Manager, Environmental Policy Office, MTO 
Shannon Gauthier, Project and Operational Services Support Supervisor, Environmental Services Office, MTO 
Ramona Afante, Team Leader, Environmental Services Office, MTO 
Amber Saltarelli, Gannett Fleming  
Alexia Miljus, Gannett Fleming 
James Hamilton, Manager, Heritage Planning Unit, MCM 
Karla Barboza, Team Lead, Heritage Planning Unit, MCM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the sole responsibility of proponents to ensure that any information and documentation submitted as part of their EA report or file 
is accurate.  The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) makes no representation or warranty as to the completeness, 
accuracy or quality of the any checklists, reports or supporting documentation submitted as part of the EA process, and in no way 
shall MCM  be liable for any harm, damages, costs, expenses, losses, claims or actions that may result if any checklists, reports or 
supporting documents are discovered to be inaccurate, incomplete, misleading or fraudulent.  

Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be a new archaeological site and therefore 
subject to Section 48(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the archaeological resources must cease 
alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant archaeologist to carry out an archaeological assessment, in 
compliance with Section 48(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. 
 
The Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 requires that any person discovering human remains must 
cease all activities immediately and notify the police or coroner. If the coroner does not suspect foul play in the disposition of the 
remains, in accordance with Ontario Regulation 30/11 the coroner shall notify the Registrar, Ontario Ministry of Public and Business 
Service Delivery, which administers provisions of that Act related to burial sites. In situations where human remains are associated 
with archaeological resources, the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism should also be notified (at archaeology@ontario.ca) to 
ensure that the archaeological site is not subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act.  
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between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by May 8, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: April 18, 2024 9:45 AM
To: Barboza, Karla (She/Her) (MCM) <Karla.Barboza@ontario.ca>; O'Neill, Kathleen (MECP)
<Kathleen.Oneill@ontario.ca>; Boucher, Nikki (She/Her) (MECP) <Nikki.Boucher@ontario.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Krystal
Perepeluk <Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Good morning,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: charlene.cressman@ontario.ca
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; "Veronica Campbell"; Krystal Perepeluk; "Kate Bondett"
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 12:43:00 PM
Attachments: Copy of Notice of Commencement Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.msg

Good Afternoon,
 
We’re writing in regards to the Ontario Northland: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project
Assessment Process. As a follow up to our circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report in
April 2024, and Notice of Commencement message from July 19 (attached here), we are writing to
confirm that you have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the project. If you could
please respond via e-mail to confirm this by August 16, it would be very much appreciated.
 
We look forward to hearing from you.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

 
From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:31 PM
To: 'greg.ault@ontario.ca' <greg.ault@ontario.ca>; 'charlene.cressman@ontario.ca'
<charlene.cressman@ontario.ca>; 'leah.schmidt@ontario.ca' <leah.schmidt@ontario.ca>;
'tracy.legasy@ontario.ca' <tracy.legasy@ontario.ca>; 'Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca'
<Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>;
'James.Pearce@ontario.ca' <James.Pearce@ontario.ca>;
'richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca' <richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca>;
'wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca' <wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca>;
'David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca' <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca
McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
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Copy of Notice of Commencement: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process

		From

		Miljus, Alexia L

		To

		charlene.cressman@ontario.ca

		Cc

		Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk

		Recipients

		charlene.cressman@ontario.ca; asaltarelli@gfnet.com; Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca; krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca



Good Afternoon,





 





On behalf of Ontario Northland, and as a follow up to our previous e-mail distribution issued on May 30th (attached here), ONTC would like to ensure you successfully received and are aware of the Notice of Commencement for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process. Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement.





 





Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated transportation network.





 





A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The environmental impacts associated with the Project are being assessed in accordance with Ontario Regulation 231/08 (Transit and Rail Regulation) – Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.  





 





Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement for additional information about the project and how to provide any feedback you might have.





 





Thank you,





 





Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner





Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3





O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com





Excellence Delivered As Promised





gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter  





 





PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.





 





CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 



Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          



Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  



The Project 



A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 



For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 



The Process 



The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 



Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 



Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 



Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 



Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 



This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 





https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 



ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 



d’information du public          



Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  



Le projet 



Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 



Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 



Le processus 



Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



L’occasion de vous exprimer 



En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 



Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 



Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 



Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 



Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 
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From: Brooks Tuckett
To: Veronica Campbell
Subject: FW: Public Information Centre Notice
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 10:14:28 AM



From: Ontario Northland [mailto:info@ontarionorthland.ca] 
Sent: May 30, 2024 4:31 PM
Subject: Public Information Centre Notice



Good afternoon,
Ontario Northland is excited to be making progress towards the new era of the
Northlander. As a vital part of our community, we want to keep you informed and
involved in this exciting development and progress on the construction of the
proposed new Timmins-Porcupine Station.
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine station will feature a wide range of amenities,
including a train platform, station building, outdoor parking, bus bays, a taxi stand, a
designated passenger pick-up/drop-off area and a municipal bus stop. Situated along
the existing rail corridor just west of Bob’s Lake, the station aims to revolutionize
transportation connectivity in our region.



Highlighting the success of our first public information centre, Ontario Northland’s
project team received valuable feedback and engaged in insightful discussions with
community members who could attend.
We invite you to join us at our second public information centre event to learn more
about the proposed Timmins-Porcupine station, the status of engineering designs and
the results of the environmental studies to date. This is an opportunity to share
feedback and learn more about the progress being made.
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· Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024
· Time: Drop in between 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
· Location: Northern College, Timmins Campus
· Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine, ON P0N 1H0
For more details about the project, please visit our website here. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact our Project Team at pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Bonjour,
Ontario Northland se réjouit des progrès accomplis en vue de la nouvelle ère du
service de train de passagers Northlander. Vu toute son importance pour notre
communauté, nous souhaitons maintenir votre intérêt à l’égard de ce projet
passionnant et vous tenir informés de celui‑ci et de l’avancement des travaux de
construction de la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée.
Cette gare comprendra un large éventail d’aménagements, notamment un quai, un
bâtiment, un parc de stationnement extérieur, des zones d’arrêt d’autobus, une station
de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le débarquement des passagers,
et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. Située le long du corridor ferroviaire actuel, tout justeà
l’ouest de Bob’s Lake, la gare a pour objet de révolutionner la connectivité des
transports dans notre région.



Notre première séance d’information publique s’est révélée un succès. Eneffet,
l’équipe de projet d’Ontario Northland a reçu des commentaires de grandevaleur et a
pris part à des discussions pertinentes avec les membres de lacommunauté qui ont
pu assister à la séance.
Nous vous invitons à vous joindre à nous lors de notre deuxième séance d’information
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publique pour en savoirplus sur la gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée, sur
l’état d’avancement desconcepts techniques et sur les résultats des études
environnementales menées jusqu’à présent. Ce sera l’occasion de formuler des
commentaires et d’en apprendre davantage à propos des progrès réalisés.
· Date: Lemercredi 19 juin 2024
· Heure: Présentez-vousentre 11 h et 14 h, ou entre 16 h et 19 h
· Lieu: Northern College, campusde Timmins
· Adresse : 4715, route 101 Est, South Porcupine (Ontario) P0N 1H0
Pour obtenir plus de détails sur le projet, consultez notre site Web, ici. Si vous avez
des questions ou despréoccupations, veuillez communiquer avec notre équipe de
projet, à l’adresse pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Copyright © 2024 Ontario Northland, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because you opted in to receive special offers and news



from Ontario Northland. 



Our mailing address is:
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St E
North Bay, ON P1B 8E3
Canada



Add us to your address book



Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

 
Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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Hydro One 

Ministry of Northern Development



From: Hall, John (MND)
To: Soule, Jillian (MTO); Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
Cc: Lemieux, Jean-Gilles (MND)
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Friday, September 6, 2024 4:34:39 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Hi Jillian,
 
Thank you again for sharing the Notice of Commencement with us and apologies for
the delayed response. Our ministry has no issues with the proposed Project
Assessment Process for the Timmins-Porcupine Station. Below are some general
comments about the project from our ministry perspective.
 

MND understands that the Northlander, and the proposed station in Timmins,
will encourage economic and regional development in the north by connecting
the economies of Northern Ontario and the Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH).
Improved connections would also provide greater access for GGH residents to
the businesses and services of Northern Ontario, such as the tourism industry,
encouraging the growth and development of the northern economy.
MND supports the promotion of environmental sustainability by providing an
inter-community passenger transportation alternative for long distance trips
between northern communities and the GGH. We understand the Northlander
has the potential to divert trips that would have otherwise been completed using
personal vehicles, lowering the total vehicle-kilometres travelled and may result
in overall reduction in transportation-related emissions if enough auto trips are
diverted to inter-community passenger transportation.
MND continues to support the Draft Northern Transportation Plan, which
proposes 67 actions to help build a modern and sustainable transportation
system for people in Northern Ontario. MND agrees with the identified
challenges in the passenger transportation options in Northern Ontario, and the
opportunity for improvements.

 
 
Cheers,
John
 
John Hall, BA, MA
Strategic Initiatives Advisor | Strategic Initiatives Branch | Northern Development Division 
Ministry of Northern Development | Ontario Public Service
705 561 7384 | john.hall@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people
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From: Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 4:09 PM
To: Schmidt, Leah (MND) <Leah.Schmidt@ontario.ca>; Boucher, Marc (MND)
<Marc.Boucher@ontario.ca>
Cc: Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Subject: FW: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 
Hi Leah and Marc,
 
Hope you are doing well and enjoying the summer so far! My name is Jillian and I am a Manager in
MTO’s Transit Division.  One of the key projects managed by my office is the reinstatement of the
Northlander, which will see rail return between Cochrane and Toronto by 2026. My office works
closely with Ontario Northland (one of MTO’s agencies) who is the project manager on this file.
 
I believe that your office recently received the Environmental Project Report (see exchange below
and attached). I wanted to reach out as I see that Leah is off on vacation and I know reviewing these
types of requests can be a challenge during summer months with vacations, etc. I wanted to reach
out to offer a conversation on the project to provide you and your team with more background and
context on the project in case that would be helpful. Let me know your thoughts and either myself
or my Team Lead, Natalie Strachan (copied), would be happy to send out a Teams invite for an
introductory chat.
 
Thanks!
Jillian
 
 

From: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 1:06 PM
To: Schmidt, Leah (MND) <Leah.Schmidt@ontario.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 
Good Afternoon,
 
We’re writing in regards to the Ontario Northland: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project
Assessment Process. As a follow up to our circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report in
April 2024, and Notice of Commencement message from July 19 (attached here), we are writing to
confirm that you have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the project. If you could
please respond via e-mail to confirm this by August 16, it would be very much appreciated.
 
We look forward to hearing from you.
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

 
From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:31 PM
To: 'greg.ault@ontario.ca' <greg.ault@ontario.ca>; 'charlene.cressman@ontario.ca'
<charlene.cressman@ontario.ca>; 'leah.schmidt@ontario.ca' <leah.schmidt@ontario.ca>;
'tracy.legasy@ontario.ca' <tracy.legasy@ontario.ca>; 'Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca'
<Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>;
'James.Pearce@ontario.ca' <James.Pearce@ontario.ca>;
'richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca' <richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca>;
'wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca' <wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca>;
'David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca' <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca
McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

 
Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
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The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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Hydro One 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: Telford, Jennifer (MNR); Saltarelli, Amber
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Graham, Jessica; Kate Bondett; Walker, Shaun (MNR)
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 10:04:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Great, thank you Jennifer.
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming TranSystems
 
Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

 
From: Telford, Jennifer (MNR) <jennifer.telford@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 10:02 AM
To: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Kate
Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>; Walker, Shaun (MNR) <shaun.walker@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

 

 
Hi Alexia,
 
My apologies on not responding to the first email. We don’t have any further
comments on the EPR for the Station.
Thank you for providing MNR with the opportunity to comment on this project.
 
Jennifer
 
From: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 9:39 AM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Telford, Jennifer (MNR)
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<jennifer.telford@ontario.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Kate
Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>; Walker, Shaun (MNR) <shaun.walker@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

 
CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you

recognize the sender.
Good Morning Jennifer,
 
Following up on the e-mail below. If you could kindly confirm that you have no further
comments on the EPR/project.  We are currently working to finalize the EPR for public review.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming TranSystems
 
Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

 
From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 10, 2024 6:30 AM
To: Telford, Jennifer (MNRF) <jennifer.telford@ontario.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Miljus,
Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>; Walker, Shaun
(MNRF) <shaun.walker@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

 
Good Morning Jennifer,
 
Thank you for your comment on the Timmins-Porcupine Station EPR - please find
attached ONTC’s response.  Once you’ve reviewed, we request that you kindly confirm
that you have no further comments on the EPR/project.  We are currently working to
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finalize the EPR for public review.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America 
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless
clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the
named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is
prohibited.

From: Telford, Jennifer (MNR) <jennifer.telford@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Thursday, August 1, 2024 11:33 AM
To: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Walker, Shaun (MNR) <shaun.walker@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

Good Morning,

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft environmental report for the
Timmins-Porcupine train station. MNR has only one comment at this time. I have
attached the comment form.

If you require anything else please feel free to contact me,

Jennifer
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Measures

If vegetation removal/tree clearing has to take place during the breeding bird window, the 
results of the nest sweep should be provided to the MNR for review prior to the 
commencement of work. Additionally, if nests or dens are encountered at any time during 
construction, work in their vicinity should cease and MNR notified prior to any action being 
taken. 
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From: Saltarelli, Amber
To: Telford, Jennifer (MNRF)
Cc: Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Kate Bondett; Graham, Jessica; Walker, Shaun (MNRF);

Miljus, Alexia L
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Friday, July 12, 2024 3:54:44 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Hi Jennnifer
 
To add to Alexia’s notes:
 
The project team has issued several communications to date about the project (which were sent to
our entire TPAP contact list, which included MNRF) – these included:
 

Initial e-mail communication – issued in December 2023 introducing the project
Notice of PIC #1 - issued March 2024
Draft EPR circulation for comment – issued on April 9, 2024
Notice of Commencement and PIC 2 – issued May 30, 2024

 
I suspect the emails may have gone to someone who no longer works at MNRF - ?  We have not
received any bounce backs that I am aware of.  Notwithstanding this, we have now updated our
master contact list to reflect your contact information going forward.
 
Alexia has resent you the Draft EPR and NE Report (links below) – we welcome any comments or

feedback you may have – if you can kindly let us know by August 2nd, that would be greatly
appreciated.
 
Thank you,
 
Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President, Environmental Practice Lead - North America
Gannett Fleming | Royal Bank Plaza, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn | Facebook | Twitter 

 

From: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 3:33 PM
To: Telford, Jennifer (MNRF) <jennifer.telford@ontario.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Walker, Shaun (MNRF) <shaun.walker@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 
Hi Jennifer,
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The Draft EPR and associated Natural Environment Report can be downloaded here:
https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-s2ce8d5edb94f4559bf4b807cc154b807
 
Additionally, you can find the location of the project within the Notice of Commencement which was
circulated on May 30, 2024.
 
Please confirm if you have any comments at your earliest convenience.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
 

From: Telford, Jennifer (MNRF) <jennifer.telford@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 3:18 PM
To: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Walker, Shaun (MNRF) <shaun.walker@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

 
Hi Alexia,
 
As this is the first we have seen of this project, MNR may need some time for review.
The link below to the draft report does not work for me. If you could send a new link
that would be appreciated. I will try to expedite this review with the district staff
however vacation schedules may mean we require more time.
 
Thank you,
 
Jennifer Telford
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Regional Planner  |  Northeast Region
Ministry of Natural Resources  |  Land Use Planning and Stategic Issues
(437) 833-3841  |  jennifer.telford@ontario.ca

 
 
 
 
From: Mason, Adam (MNRF) <Adam.Mason2@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 3:07 PM
To: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Telford, Jennifer (MNRF) <jennifer.telford@ontario.ca>;
Walker, Shaun (MNRF) <shaun.walker@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 
Hi Alexia,
 
I will forward your request to our district planner, Jennifer Telford.
 
For any questions related to external environmental assessments, please direct them
to her at jennifer.telford@ontario.ca. Thanks.
 
 
Kindest Regards,
 
Adam Mason
Resources Clerk  |  Regional Operations Division
Ministry of Natural Resources |  Ontario Public Service
P: 705-465-0613 | F: 705-235-1377 |  adam.mason2@ontario.ca
 
Ontario Government Complex
Timmins Work Centre
5520 Highway 101 East, P.O. Bag 3090,
South Porcupine, ON P0N 1H0

Taking pride in strengthening Ontario, its places and its people
 
From: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 10:23 AM
To: Mason, Adam (MNRF) <Adam.Mason2@ontario.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
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<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Good Morning Adam,
 
I see that Tracy may no longer be with the MNRF.
 
As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft EPR in April 2024, we are writing to confirm that you
have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP. If you
could please respond via e-mail to confirm this, it would be very much appreciated.
 
We look forward to hearing from you.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
 

From: Miljus, Alexia L 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 10:19 AM
To: 'tracy.legasy@ontario.ca' <tracy.legasy@ontario.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@gfnet.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@gfnet.com>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 
Good Morning Tracy,
 
As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft EPR in April 2024, we are writing to confirm that you
have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP. If you
could please respond via e-mail to confirm this, it would be very much appreciated.
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We look forward to hearing from you.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
 

From: Miljus, Alexia L 
Sent: Wednesday, May 1, 2024 10:59 AM
To: 'tracy.legasy@ontario.ca' <tracy.legasy@ontario.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@gfnet.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 
Hello Tracy,
 
As requested by MECP, we have provided a copy of the Draft Natural Environmental Report attached
for your review.  Please note that the results of this study are also summarized in detail within the
Draft EPR document that was provided to you on April 9, 2024.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
 

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:31 PM
To: 'greg.ault@ontario.ca' <greg.ault@ontario.ca>; 'charlene.cressman@ontario.ca'
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

<charlene.cressman@ontario.ca>; 'leah.schmidt@ontario.ca' <leah.schmidt@ontario.ca>;
'tracy.legasy@ontario.ca' <tracy.legasy@ontario.ca>; 'Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca'
<Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>;
'James.Pearce@ontario.ca' <James.Pearce@ontario.ca>;
'richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca' <richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca>;
'wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca' <wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca>;
'David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca' <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca
McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

 
Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
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P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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Hydro One 

Ministry of Transportation



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Monday, August 26, 2024 2:19 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

Hi Amber and Krystal,

MTO continues to review the draft EPR and will get back to you with comprehensive
comments by the deadline requested. In the meantime, I wanted to share some
feedback we received from our MTO Highway’s colleagues on the Traffic Assessment
Report that will need to be addressed before the ministry will be in a position to sign-
off on the EPR. In addition, please note that before the required building/land use
permit can be considered ONTC will be required to submit an Illumination Plan (which
was not part of the EPR). Comments on both items are listed below. Should you have
any questions, please let me know and I would be happy to arrange a phone call.

Thanks,
Jillian

MTO comments on traffic Assessment Report:
4.1 - Page 10; unfinished sentence “Figure 2 (above) graphically illustrates the
Stud”
4.4.3 - Page 14; Incorrect reference of “Table 6 and Figure 7”.
4.5.2 - Page 17; Distribution of development traffic. The 20% and 10%
entering/exiting trip allocations for Gervais Street & Falcon Street, respectively,
appears to be quite high given the surrounding road network characteristics. It is
unlikely that 30% of the entering/exiting development trips would be from
Gervais Street & Falcon Street. Rather, a smaller 5% allocation to each street
for a total of 10% may be a more appropriate figure, with the remaining 90%
to/from King Street (Hwy. 101). 
4.5.3 – Page 17; King Street (Hwy. 101) AADT of 5,900 vpd used to derive
hourly traffic volumes in analysis. However, roadway classification section 3.3
(Page 8) states that 2023 King Street (Hwy.101) AADT is 7020 vpd. 
4.5.3 - Page 17; The results of the UIBC Schedule scenario traffic analysis
should still be presented in the report, even if the “traffic performance at all
study area roads is expected to operate with excellent level of service”.
4.5.3 – Pages 20,21,22; The v/c ratios are not shown in any of the analysis
results tables. 
The report does not review the warrants for LT lanes and/or RT lane/tapers on
King Street (Hwy.101). An EB Left Turn lane on King Street (Hwy. 101) may be
warranted according to Exhibit-9A-31 of the “MTO DESIGN SUPPLEMENT
FOR TAC GEOMETRIC DESIGN GUIDE (GDG) FOR CANADIAN ROADS –
2017” October 2023 Edition

https://gfnet.sharepoint.com/:f:/r/sites/073613/GF/5_Working/Workstream%20004%20Environmental%20Compliance/EPR/6_Rev%20E%20Final%20EPR%20for%2030-Day%20Review/Stakeholder%20Comments%20on%20EPR/MTO?csf=1&web=1&e=d2QPbN



MTO Comments on Illumination Plan
It is MTO’s practice to have zero light trespass onto MTO right-of-way. For
developments adjacent to a provincial highway that includes area or
architectural lighting, the developer must provide the following:

To-scale site plan showing the site location and the highway
Lighting layout showing pole/luminaire locations and orientation
Luminaire installation info such as mounting height, orientation angle,
shielding info, etc.
Luminaire material info including catalog info and photometric data file
Lighting calculation plan showing horizontal illuminance levels at and beyond
the MTO right-of-way in metric units of lux to 1 decimal place minimum.



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Saltarelli, Amber
To: Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO); Soule, Jillian (MTO)
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Graham, Jessica; Ashberry, Helena; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)
Date: Friday, August 9, 2024 2:35:46 PM

Great, thanks for confirming!
 
From: Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca> 
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 2:19 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

 

 
Hi Amber,
 
Confirming receipt and no issues downloading the files. Thank you!
 
Natalie
 
From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 2:07 PM
To: Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Strachan, Natalie (She/Her) (MTO)
<Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

 
CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you

recognize the sender.
Good Afternoon Jillian & Natalie,
 
On behalf of ONTC, as a follow up to the comments previously provided by MTO on the
Timmins-Porcupine Station Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR), ONTC has considered
your feedback and provided responses accordingly within the Revised EPR.  With this in mind,
the following documents have been provided for your review/reference:
 

Responses to MTO’s comments contained within Table 5-6 of the Revised EPR (see

mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca
mailto:Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
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mailto:krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:jegraham@GFNET.com
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
mailto:amiljus@GFNET.com
mailto:Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca


link below)
Revised Environmental Project Report that reflects updates associated with
comments received from MTO and other review agencies, as applicable
Revised EPR Appendices that reflect updates associated with comments received
from MTO and other review agencies, as applicable

 
https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-s0522e47d73ef40a387d2b60c721415e5
 
We kindly request that you review these documents and our responses to your Draft EPR
Comments and provide confirmation that you have no additional outstanding concerns or
comments related to the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project by no later than September 4,
2024.  If you wish to arrange a meeting with ONTC to discuss any aspect of the Project, please
contact us and we’d be happy to arrange a phone call.
 
Thank you,
 
Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President, Environmental Practice Lead - North America
Gannett Fleming | Royal Bank Plaza, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn | Facebook | Twitter 

 

 

https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-s0522e47d73ef40a387d2b60c721415e5
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
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From: Cole, Cameron (MTO) <Cameron.Cole2@ontario.ca>
Sent: Monday, May 6, 2024 3:29 PM
To: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>
Cc: Veronica Campbell <Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Leonard, Sylvie (MTO)
<Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca>; Dugas, Natalie (MTO) <Natalie.Dugas@ontario.ca>; Cole, Jeff
(MTO) <Jeff.Cole@ontario.ca>; Healy, Andrew (MTO) <Andrew.Healy@ontario.ca>; Strachan,
Natalie (She/Her) (MTO) <Natalie.Strachan@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO)
<Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>
Subject: [External] FW: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

CAUTION - EXTERNAL EMAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 


Term Definition 


Area of Natural and 


Scientific Interest 


(ANSI) 


An area of land and water containing natural landscapes or features that have been 


identified as having life science or earth science values related to protection, scientific 


study, or education. 


Areas of Potential 


Environmental 


Concern (APEC) 


An area(s) within the Study Area where one or more contaminants are potentially 


present, as determined through the Contamination Overview Study including 


identification of past or present land uses of concern and/or identification of a 


Potentially Contaminating Activity (PCA). 


Best Practices 
Professional procedures that are accepted or prescribed as being correct or most 


effective. 


Built Heritage 


Resource (BHR) 


A building, structure, monument, installation or any manufactured or constructed part 


or remnant that contributes to a property’s cultural heritage value or interest as 


identified by a community, including an Indigenous community. Built heritage resources 


are located on property that may be designated under Parts IV or V of the Ontario 


Heritage Act, or that may be included on local, provincial, federal and/or international 


registers 


Business Case 


Business Cases are prepared to provide timely information on potential investments to 


inform decision-making and support investment optimization as the investment 


advances through planning, design, delivery and operation. 


Combustion 


Emissions 


The emissions released from the combustion of fossil fuels.  These include carbon 


dioxide (CO2), carbon monoxide (CO), oxides of nitrogen (NOx), particulate matter, and 


volatile organic compounds (VOCs). 


Conceptual Design 


The first design stage of a project. This stage includes creating ideas and considering 


the pros and cons of those ideas. This is done to minimize project risks and evaluate the 


overall potential success of the project. 


Contractor 


The entity by which any works or operations referred to in its Report are constructed or 


carried out or are to be constructed or carried out or any authority or person 


authorised to construct any such works or carry out any such operations. 


Cultural Heritage 


Landscape (CHL) 


A defined geographical area that may have been modified by human activity and is 


identified as having cultural heritage value or interest by a community, including an 


Indigenous community. The area may include features such as buildings, structures, 


spaces, views, archaeological sites or natural elements that are valued together for their 


interrelationship, meaning or association. Cultural heritage landscapes may be properties 


that have been determined to have cultural heritage value or interest under the Ontario 


Heritage Act, or have been included on federal and/or international registers, and/or 


protected through official plan, zoning by-law, or other land use planning mechanisms. 


Cultural Heritage 


Resource (CHR) 


Includes archaeological resources, built heritage resources and cultural heritage 


landscapes. 


Detailed Design 


The detailed design phase of a project is defined as the phase of the project where design 


is refined past the conceptual phase, when plans, specifications, and estimates are created. 


This will take place after the TRPAP is completed and before the construction phase. 


Ecological Land 


Classification (ELC) 


A term used in Ontario to describe various systems to indicate natural regions based on 


ecological factors. 
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Term Definition 


Environmental 


Project Report 


(EPR) 


The proponent is required to prepare an EPR to document the TRPAP followed, including 


but not limited to: a description of the preferred transit project, a map of the project, a 


description of existing environmental conditions, an assessment of potential impacts, 


description of proposed mitigation measures, etc. The EPR is made available for public 


review and comment for a period of 30 calendar days. This is followed by a 35-day 


Minister’s Decision Period. 


Environmental Site 


Assessments (ESAs) 


The study of a property to determine if contaminants are present and, if so, the location 


and concentration of these contaminants. This study includes a phase one environmental 


site assessment and where required a phase two environmental site assessment. 


Environmentally 


Significant Area 


(ESA) 


These are natural areas which are particularly significant or sensitive requiring additional 


protection to preserve their environmental qualities and significance. 


Fisheries Act 
The Fisheries Act (as amended in June 2019) is federal legislation intended to protect fish 


and fish habitat throughout Canada. 


Geographic 


Information 


System (GIS) 


Systems that are designed to capture, store, visualize, manipulate, analyze, manage, and 


present spatial or geographical data. 


Greater Toronto 


and Hamilton Area 


(GTHA) 


The metropolitan region encompassing the City of Toronto, the four surrounding Regional 


Municipalities (Durham, Halton, Peel and York) and the City of Hamilton. 


Initial Business 


Case (IBC) 


The first Business Case prepared for a project in line with part two of Ontario Northland’s 


stage gate process (Feasibility and Options Analysis). This Business Case compares 


potential investments to identify if there is merit in further design and development. 


Migratory Bird 


Convention Act 


(MBCA) 


The federal Migratory Bird Convention Act, 1994 (MBCA) protects most migratory birds 


and their nests in Canada. Bird families not protect under the Act include grouse, quail, 


pheasants, ptarmigan, hawks, owls, eagles, falcons, cormorants, pelicans, crows, jays, 


kingfishers, and some species of blackbirds; however, these bird families have some level 


of protection under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1997 (FWCA). 


Mitigation Measure 


An action taken to lessen or reduce the severity of potential adverse environmental effects 


or enhance positive environmental effects. These measures could include construction 


techniques, compensation or community enhancement. 


Modelling 
The process of using collected data and information to generate rational predictions 


regarding the future implementation of project components. 


Notice of 


Commencement 


Notice prepared by the proponent of the TRPAP, which includes information as outlined in 


O. Reg. 231/08, s. 7(2), and is distributed as described in s.7(3) of O. Reg. 231/08. The first 


day on which the Notice of Commencement of the TPAP is published in a newspaper 


marks the project commencement date. The proponent has 120 days following the Notice 


of Commencement to prepare and distribute the EPR and issue the Notice of Completion. 


Notice of 


Completion 


Refers to the Notice of Completion as outlined in O. Reg. 231/08, s.11. After conducting 


consultation in accordance with O. Reg. 231/08, s.8 and preparing the Environmental 


Project Report, the proponent shall prepare a Notice of Completion of the Environmental 


Project Report. The preparation and distribution of the notice shall be in accordance with 


O. Reg. 231/08, s. 11. The Notice of Completion shall be issued within 120 days of the 


issuance of the Notice of Commencement (i.e., project commencement date), unless a 


Notice of Issue (i.e., suspension of 120-day period) is issued. The date on which the Notice 
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Term Definition 


of Completion is issued marks the start of a 30-day public review period of the EPR. 


O. Reg. 231/08: 


Transit and Rail 


Projects 


O. Reg 231/08 is provincial legislation that sets out the ground rules for transit project in 


Ontario. It describes exceptions for transit and rail projects. 


Official Plan 


An Official Plan is a policy document that guides the short-term and long-term 


development in a community. It applies to all lands within the municipal boundary and the 


policies within it provide direction for the size and location of land uses, provision of 


municipal services and facilities, and preparation of regulatory bylaws to control the 


development and use of land. 


Ontario Heritage 


Act 


Legislation giving municipalities and the provincial government powers to preserve the 


heritage of Ontario by protecting heritage properties and archaeological sites. 


Ontario Provincial 


Policy Statement 


(2020) 


The Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 is issued under section 3 of the Planning Act. It is 


effective May 1, 2020 and applies to planning decisions made on or after that date. It 


replaces the Provincial Policy Statement, 2014. 


Orthoimagery 


An orthoimage is a raster image that has been geometrically corrected (orthorectified) to 


remove distortion caused by differences in elevation, sensor tilt and, optionally, by sensor 


optics. 


Potential Effect 
A potential impact (effect) that a proposed undertaking has or could potentially have on 


the environment, either positive or negative, direct or indirect, short- or long-term. 


Potentially 


Contaminating 


Activity (PCA) 


Use or activity at the site that has the potential to result in soil and/or groundwater. 


Examples are set out in Table 2, Schedule D of O.Reg. 153/04. 


Preliminary Design 


The design of a proposed project (including a detailed cost estimate) to a level that 


demonstrates that the project is buildable within the given parameters of the design 


scope. 


Proponent 


A person, agency, group, or organization that carries out or proposes to carry out an 


undertaking, or is the owner or person having charge, management or control of an 


undertaking. 


Provincially 


Significant Wetland 


(PSW) 


Wetlands that have been evaluated using the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System by a 


certified wetland evaluator and that have satisfied the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System 


criteria for significance. 


Regulatory Agency 


Government ministries, agencies, authorities, or departments (federal; provincial, including 


local conservation authorities; and, municipal, including local boards of health) who may 


have an interest, participate and contribute to the review of documentation prepared by 


the proponent for a transit project by providing comments based on their mandate. 


Right-of-Way 


(ROW) 


Land that is reserved, usually through legal designation, for transportation and/or utility 


purposes, such as for a hydro corridor, rail line, street or highway. A right-of-way is often 


reserved for the maintenance or expansion of existing services. A permit or legal 


permission is generally required for any work or encroachment on a right-of-way. 


For the purposes of this report, ROW refers to rail ROW unless otherwise specified.   


SAR Screening 


The suitability of an area to support habitat preferred by SAR species is based on a 


combination of factors; including, but not limited to: a species’ requirements for critical life 


stages and adaptability, seasonal temperatures, precipitation, soils, vegetation, aquatic 


conditions, existing disturbances and land form. 
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Term Definition 


Screening 
The process of applying criteria to a set of alternatives in order to eliminate those that do 


not meet minimum conditions or requirements. 


Significant Wildlife 


Habitat (SWH) 


SWH is categorized as potential to occur “candidate” or “confirmed” within the Project 


study area.  While some “edge” of SWH features (i.e., adjacent wetlands, forests) may 


occur associated with proposed track and layover facilities, these edges generally occur 


within the existing modified footprint of the Project study area and are considered to 


exhibit pre-disturbed conditions. 


Species at Risk 


(SAR) 


A species, subspecies, variety or genetically or geographically distinct population of 


animal, plant or other organism, other than a bacterium or virus, that is native to Ontario. 


Species at Risk in Ontario are all the species that are classified by the Committee on the 


Status of Species at Risk in Ontario as either extirpated, endangered, threatened, or 


special concern. 


Statement of 


Completion 


As per O. Reg. 231/08, s. 14., the statement of completion is completed by a proponent 


and submitted to the Director of the MECP Environmental Approvals Branch and the 


Regional Director to formalize the completion of the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 


Process. 


Study Area 
The study area is defined as the limits of the geographic area being examined as part of 


the TRPAP. 


Transit and Rail 


Project Assessment 


Process (TRPAP) 


This process is defined in sections 6 through 17 in O. Reg 231/08. It consists of various 


steps and requirements. It is a focused impact assessment process that includes 


consultation, an assessment of potential positive and negative impacts, an assessment of 


measures to mitigate negative impacts, and documentation. 


Utility 


An entity that generates, transmits and/or distributes electricity, water and/or gas from 


facilities that it owns and/or operates, including electrical transmission and distribution 


companies, communication companies, community antenna distribution systems and 


regional / municipal authorities. 


Vegetation 


Clearing Zone 


A Vegetation Clearing Zone is required in order to provide safe electrical clearances to any 


existing vegetation along the rail corridors. The Vegetation Clearing Zone entails 


vegetation removals within a maximum of 15 meters from the track centerline. 


Zoning By-law 


Zoning by-laws put the official plan into effect and provide for its day-to-day 


administration. They contain specific requirements that are legally enforceable. 


Construction or new development that doesn't comply with a zoning bylaw is not allowed, 


and the municipality will refuse to issue a building permit. 
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REFERENCES AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS 


 


[NTD – will be provided in Final EPR] 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 


[NTD – Executive Summary will be populated as part of the Final EPR] 


Purpose of the Undertaking 


 


Project Scope  


 


Study Area 


 


Environmental Assessment Process 


 


Existing Conditions 


 


Impact Assessment Process 


 


Summary of Potential Impacts & Mitigation/Monitoring Measures 


 


Public, Stakeholder and Indigenous Communities & Organizations Consultation 


 


Commitments and Future Work
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 


The Ontario Northland Transportation Commission (Ontario Northland) is an agency of the Province of Ontario 


responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Current services 


include inter-community bus passenger and bus parcel delivery services, freight rail services that connect 


Northeastern Ontario to other markets across Canada and around the world, and passenger rail service on the 


Polar Bear Express. The Polar Bear Express provides rail service connecting Cochrane to Moosonee and the 


Communities of the James Bay Coast since 1932. Previously, Ontario Northland operated the Northlander 


passenger rail service between Toronto and Cochrane, however, this service was discontinued in 2012.  


1.1 Business Case 


In support of the Northlander Passenger Rail Service, Ontario Northland and Metrolinx jointly developed and 


assessed the business case for offering regular passenger rail service between Northeastern Ontario and Toronto. 


Business case analyses are required by the government for all projects that exceed $50M in capital costs. As 


projects develop in scope and construction, business cases are completed to define the rationale and 


requirements for delivering said investment.  


Since the publication of the Initial Business Case (IBC), there has been significant work undertaken in refining and 


developing options. The Updated Initial Business Case (UIBC) builds upon the work undertaken in the IBC, drawing 


upon more detailed analysis on the operations, design, and cost estimate. As a result, the UIBC has performed an 


analysis on a shortlist of options. Option 2 has been chosen as the preferred option since it generates more 


ridership by providing service from Toronto to Timmins (Porcupine) with a connection to Cochrane, therefore, 


establishing the need for a new station in Timmins-Porcupine. 


As per the Updated Initial Business Case (UIBC) (https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/sites/default/files/corporate-


document-files/UIBCen.pdf): 


Residents, workers, and visitors in Northern Ontario have few transportation options, and the options that do exist 


can be costly, limited, or unsafe due inclement winter driving conditions. The current travel landscape can restrict 


mobility to, from, and between northern communities, and into larger cities like Toronto. The primarily auto-oriented 


transportation network is particularly challenging for those who are unable to drive, choose not to drive, or do not 


have access to a vehicle. As a result, the quality of life for residents in northern communities, including Indigenous 


communities, is impacted due to limited access to services and businesses located across Northern Ontario and in the 


Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH), such as hospitals and other specialized medical services. Limited travel alternatives 


for the businesses and communities in Northern Ontario also limits the potential for economic development in the 


north. 


Ontario Northland is proposing to reinstate passenger rail service between Northern Ontario and the GGH, which 


addresses these transportation challenges. The proposed rail service will draw upon the experiences of operating the 


former Northlander to provide a service that better serves the needs and travel demands of northern residents. 


Metrolinx has assessed this proposal through an Initial Business Case framework and continues to support Ontario 


Northland by conducting further analysis through an Updated Initial Business Case (UIBC). The Initial Business Case 


is a decision-making tool employed to assess the strategic and economic rationale for an investment, and the 


financial, deliverability and operational considerations required to implement it. The UIBC applies a more detailed 


analysis to a shortlisted set of options informed by the Initial Business Case. It is a more streamlined approach that 


provides an interim analysis before fully progressing to a Preliminary Design Business Case. 


As the program evolves, further analysis to be undertaken through the next phases includes: 
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• Further train modelling and test runs to confirm the operability of the service pattern and schedule; 


• More detailed service planning of parallel and connecting bus services, to maximize connectivity, while 


keeping service levels efficient; 


• Crew shift scheduling to ensure that shifts would be within regulatory limits, while accounting for the risks 


of delays; 


• Refinement of business case analysis parameters as new data becomes available and as the project 


proceeds, including: 


o Capital, operating and maintenance costs; and, 


o Impacts of customer amenities on ridership and benefits. 


• Negotiations with CN to secure track access for the service, and confirm the scope of any corridor 


infrastructure required to operate the service; and, 


• Detailed design of corridor, station and shelter infrastructure, and development of more detailed cost 


estimates. 


In general, the UIBC articulates a compelling argument to invest in the Northeastern Passenger Rail Service 


because: 


• There are limited alternatives to automobile travel in the north and highways are frequently closed due to 


severe winter conditions; therefore, residents and visitors have reduced mobility, safety, and access to 


essential services, and northern communities have limited opportunities for economic development and 


tourism; 


• The availability of other modes of transportation, such as transit, inter-community bus or rail service, or air 


service, are limited; 


• Highway 11 north of North Bay is susceptible to road closures, with few, if any, alternative routes available 


for detours; and, 


• The lack of strong connections between the GGH and the businesses and communities in Northern 


Ontario limits economic development and tourism opportunities in the north. 


Based on the results of the Updated Initial Business Case Ontario Northland is now reinstating the passenger rail 


service between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins (including a rail connection to Cochrane) via the 


Northlander Passenger Rail (NPR) Project Se Figure 1-1 for a Key Map of the rail corridor. 
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Figure 1-1: Northlander Passenger Service Project Key Map  
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1.2 Proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station 


As part of the NPR program, and as identified via the UIBC work, a new station in the City of Timmins is proposed.  


Terminating the Northlander service in the Timmins region will provide long-distance passenger rail service to the 


regional transportation hub and fifth largest municipality in Northern Ontario. The Timmins terminus provides 


community and economic benefits by serving a relatively larger population center in Northern Ontario compared 


to other options previously studied to support the return of the Northlander rail service.  


1.2.1 Purpose of the Project  


The purpose of the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project is to build a new rail station in the City of Timmins that will 


operate as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service. 


1.2.2 Project Proponent 


Ontario Northland is the Proponent of the Project for the purpose of the Transit & Rail Projects Assessment 


Process, meaning they are the entity proposing to carry out, have charge, and take ownership/control of the 


undertaking. Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario that reports to the Ministry of 


Transportation. Ontario Northland operates under the authority of the Ontario Northland Transportation 


Commission Act. The organization is mandated to deliver efficient, safe and reliable transportation services in 


Northern Ontario. 


1.2.3 Project Scope  


The proposed new Timmins Porcupine Station includes the following key design elements. Refer to Section 2.0 


for further detail. 


Table 1-1: Proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Elements 


Project Component Description 


Train Station 


Platform 


Train Station Platform features will include tactile warning strips, platform edge, and 


areas for Accessible Cars to stop at the platform. 


Station Building Station Building features will include wicket for travel tickets and information, wicket 


for parcel drop-off/pick-up, waiting area, washroom, breakroom for crews and station 


staff. 


Outdoor Parking  Outdoor Parking includes features designated to accommodate a taxi stand, passenger 


pick up/drop off, accessible, general and employee parking. 


Station Pedestrian 


Walkway 
Station Pedestrian Walkway will be built around the station building, providing 


convenient access to various station elements. 


Track work Minimal trackwork will be required as existing rail infrastructure is already in place.  


Ontario Northland 


Bus Bays 


Bus bays to be provided for a seamless connection to Ontario Northland motor coach 


services. 


Municipal Bus Stop Bus stop on the street to be provided for municipal bus service. 


Bus Storage & 


Maintenance Facility 


Protecting for land that may be required for potential future construction of a Bus 


Storage & Maintenance Facility. 
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Figure 1-2: Timmins-Porcupine Station Location Key Map 


1.3 Environmental Assessment Process 


1.3.1 Ontario Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario 


Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024); specifically under Schedule 1, 


2.1 Subsection 2 (1). This Regulation applies to a transit project that is carried out by Ontario Northland if the 


transit project includes any one or more of the following: 


2. (1) Subsection 2 (1) of the regulation applies to a transit project that is carried out by Metrolinx or any of its 


successors or assigns if the transit project includes any one or more of the following: 


1. Construction of a new or extended Commuter Rail Line.  Involves construction of a new rail corridor. 


2. Establishment of a new Commuter Rail Route or rail Route Extension on an existing rail corridor.  May 


involve construction of trackwork, including mainline sidings and switches. 
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3. Construction of a new commuter Rail Station, Bus Terminal, and/or ancillary Commuter Service Facilities.  


Terminal may include major Transfer Station or Intermodal Station.  In the case of a Rail Station, may 


include modifications or additions to track within the Station area. 


4. Construction or modification of tracks required to increase the commuter rail service (including a change 


to All-Day Service) on an existing rail corridor, including such activities as, 


i. construction of additional mainline tracks or passing track, 


ii. modification of existing mainline tracks, 


iii. construction along short sections of one or more tracks to maintain continuity of existing corridor 


or for capacity requirements, 


iv. construction, reconstruction or widening of structures, 


v. construction and/or relocation of storage yard facilities, and 


vi. construction of additional switches. 


5. Construction of a new Maintenance Yard and facilities for commuter rail or bus service. 


6. Construction or modification of a Storage Yard and facilities for commuter rail or bus service. 


By following the Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (TRPAP) for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project, 


the Regulation exempts Ontario Northland from the requirements under Part II of the Environmental Assessment 


Act (EA Act). The TRPAP entails a defined timeline of up to 120-days for the proponent to complete the 


assessment of environmental effects, prepare the Environmental Project Report (EPR), and carry out consultation 


activities. Figure 1-3 illustrates the TRPAP steps. 


Pre-Planning Phase 


Due to the accelerated timeline associated with the TRPAP, proponents are encouraged to carry out background 


studies and preliminary consultation activities prior to issuing a Notice of Commencement (which officially starts 


the (up to) 120-day TRPAP Phase). With this in mind, the following activities were carried out during the Pre-


Planning Phase. 


• Collection and documentation of baseline environmental conditions information; 


• Preparation of the Conceptual Design; 


• Initial communications and follow up consultation efforts with Indigenous Communities and 


Organizations; 


• Meetings with stakeholders (e.g., Review Agencies, City of Timmins, Utility companies); 


• Public Meeting #1; 


• Pre-submission Circulation of Draft EPR; 


• Consideration of stakeholder comments received and follow-up efforts; 


• Impact assessment studies and development of mitigation measures; and,  


• Preparation of Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). 


TRPAP Phase 


Following completion of the Pre-Planning phase, a Notice of Commencement is issued to commence the TRPAP 


Phase, which involved the following activities: 


• Issue Notice of Commencement; 
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• Public Consultation;  


• Conversations with Indigenous Communities and Organizations; 


• Meetings with stakeholders (e.g., Review Agencies, City of Timmins, Utility companies); 


• Public Meeting Round #2; 


• Finalization of the EPR; and, 


• Issue Notice of Completion (within 120-days of Notice of Commencement). 


Upon issuing the Notice of Completion, the EPR will be made available for 30-days for review by the Public 


(including property owners), Indigenous Communities and Organizations, review agencies, and other stakeholders.  


During this review period, if there are concerns pertaining to the potential for a negative impact on a matter of 


Provincial importance that relates to the natural environment or has cultural value or interest, or on a 


constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty right, an objection may be submitted to the Minister of the 


Environment, Conservation and Parks (Minister). Following the 30-day review period, the Minister has 35 days to 


issue one of three notices: 


• Proceed with the Project in accordance with the EPR; or, 


• Proceed with the Project in accordance with the EPR subject to conditions; or, 


• Require the proponent to conduct further work and submit a revised EPR.
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Figure 1-3: Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process 
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1.4 Report Organization 


Table 1-2 summarizes the key documentation requirements as outlined in O. Reg. 231/08 - Transit & Rail Project 


Assessment Process, and the corresponding section of this EPR document where the requirement has been 


addressed. 


Table 1-2: Summary of TRPAP Documentation Requirements 


EPR Requirements Section(s) of EPR Where 


Requirements are Addressed 


Statement of purpose for the transit project and summary of background 


information. 


Section 1.0 


Map showing the site of the transit project. Section 1.0 


Description of all studies carried out, including summary of data collected 


or reviewed and summary of results/conclusions. 


Sections 3.0 and 4.0 


Description of local environmental conditions within the study area. Section 3.0 


Final description of transit project including preferred design, and 


description of other methods considered. 


Section 2.0 


Assessment of impacts of the environment associated with the preferred 


design (and other methods), and criteria applied to assess the impacts. 


Section 4.0 


Description of proposed measures to mitigate potential negative impacts 


on the environment. 


Section 4.0 


If mitigation measures are proposed, a description of the proposed 


monitoring activities to verify the effectiveness of mitigation, and 


description of commitments to be fulfilled (as applicable). 


Section 4.0 


Description of any municipal, provincial, federal or other approvals or 


permits anticipated to be required. 


Section 6.2 


Summary of public and stakeholder consultation. Section 5.0 


 


1.4.1 Report Purpose 


The purpose of this EPR is to document the Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process undertaken by Ontario 


Northland in accordance with the requirements of O. Reg. 231/08 for the Timmins-Porcupine Station undertaking. 


1.5 Project Team 


The following multi-disciplinary team was retained by Ontario Northland to carry out the Timmins-Porcupine 


Station TRPAP: 


• Gannett Fleming Canada ULC– responsible for engineering  design, the environmental assessment 


planning process, overseeing environmental impact assessment studies, and TRPAP 


consultation/stakeholder engagement; also responsible for carrying out the Land Use and Socio-Economic 


Assessment study, and Traffic study. 


• Archaeological Services Inc. – responsible for Cultural Heritage Assessment studies, and Archaeological 


Assessment studies. 


• LGL Limited – responsible for the Natural Environment Assessment study. 
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• J.E. Coulter – responsible for the Construction Noise and Vibration Assessment study. 


1.6 Studies and Technical Documents Reviewed 


The comprehensive list of studies and technical reports that were reviewed as part of the Transit Project 


Assessment Process is contained within the section entitled “REFERENCES AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS” 


above (included before the Executive Summary).  
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2.0 DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION 


2.1 Standards and Codes 


The new Timmins-Porcupine Station has been designed in accordance with industry best practices while adhering 


to applicable standards and codes (version current at time of issuance of this report) that include but are not 


limited to those listed in the table below. 


Table 2-1: Standards and Codes 


Title/Name Standard Number 


Ontario Building Code 2012 


National Building Code of Canada 2015 


Ontario Fire Code  


Canada Transportation Act (S.C. 1996, c. 10.) 


The Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA) 2005, S.O. 2005, c. 11. 


Ontario Integrated Accessibility Standards  O. Reg. 191/11: 


Accessible Canada Act (S.C. 2019, c. 10.) 


AREMA 2020 


Occupational Health and Safety Act (OSHA)  


Canadian Foundation Engineering Manual, 4th Edition 2006 


Ontario Provincial Standards and Specifications (OPSD/OPSS) Various 


Geometric Design Guide for Canadian Roads – 


Transportation Association of Canada 


 


2.2 Northlander Service Plan 


A described in the Updated Initial Business Case, the Northlander service will provide one trip per direction per 


day, travelling overnight in the northern section to allow passengers to maximize daytime at the destination. The 


planned service is summarized below: 


• Southbound: 


o The train provides a late-night connection from Cochrane to Timmins (Porcupine). 


o The train departs Timmins (Porcupine) around midnight. 


o The train reaches North Bay in the early morning. 


o The train terminates in Toronto Union by late morning. 


• Northbound: 


o The train departs Toronto Union in the early evening. 


o The train reaches North Bay around midnight. 


o The train terminates in Timmins (Porcupine) early next morning. 


o The train provides a connection from Timmins (Porcupine) to Cochrane. 







Environmental Project Report 


Draft 


April 9, 2024 


 


 


|  11 


Hydro One 


2.3 Engineering Design Process 


The following studies were completed by Ontario Northland as part of the Project to establish: 


• The infrastructure configuration necessary to provide sufficient capacity to operate the Northlander 


service specified in Updated Initial Business Case; and, 


• The strategy for how infrastructure will be optimized for operational efficiency.  


As part of the TRPAP, a Reference Concept Design was prepared for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station that 


satisfies these objectives.  


2.3.1 Key Design Assumptions 


The following table outlines the key assumptions that guided the engineering design for the new station. 


Table 2-2: Key Design Assumptions 


Project Component Key Design Assumptions 


Train Station 


Platform 


• Slopes of platform will ensure positive drainage. 


• Platform length will be 88 m. 


Station Building • The station building will accommodate all necessary spaces for station operations 


such as: waiting areas, a ticket counter, bus parcel facility, back of house rooms, 


an office, a lunchroom, and separate washrooms for Ontario Northland staff and 


customers, in addition to mechanical/electrical/communication service rooms. 


• Station building area will be approximately 673 m2. 


Station Parking 


Facilities  


• A minimum of three (3) passenger pick-up/drop-off spots will be provided; 


• A minimum of three (3) Taxi stands will be provided; and, 


• Slopes of parking lot will ensure positive drainage. 


Station Pedestrian 


Walkway 


• Walkways will comply with the Ontario provincial standards and specifications 


(OPSD/OPSS), Ontario Building Code (OBC), and Accessibility for Ontarians with 


Disabilities Act (AODA), including considerations for barrier-free connectivity; 


• Walkways will have a minimum width of 1.8m; 


• Where possible, walkways will be physically separated from adjacent vehicular 


paths (e.g., curb); 


• Walkways will be designed to accommodate for snow removal machine weight; 


and, 


• Slopes of walkways will ensure positive drainage. 


Track works • Modification of trackwork design, including horizontal and vertical alignment 


adjustments, is not required for the station works.  


• Ontario Northland will install a bumping post at the end of the track alignment at 


Timmins Station.  


Ontario Northland 


Bus Bays 


• Slopes of platform will ensure positive drainage. 


Municipal Bus Stop • Slopes of platform will ensure positive drainage. 
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Project Component Key Design Assumptions 


Bus Storage & 


Maintenance Facility 


• N/A 


 


2.4 Timmins-Porcupine Station – Detailed Description 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is situated along the Northlander route (Ramore Subdivision) between 


Matheson Station and Cochrane Station, within the geographic Township of Whitney, now known as the City of 


Timmins. The site is approximately one (1) hectare and is located just west of Bob’s Lake. Falcon Street abuts the 


site to the north and west, King Street (Highway 101) to the south and an existing rail (currently not in use) to the 


east. The Whitney Multipurpose Court and a baseball diamond are located west of the site, with residential 


neighbourhoods extending further east and west. Refer to Figure 2-1 below. 


The proposed station area is within Ontario Northland’s property. This station will connect Timmins to Toronto 


(Union Station) via the Northlander Passenger Rail.  


Key design elements proposed as part of the Timmins-Porcupine Station are summarized in Table 2-3 and are 


shown in Figure 2-1. Refer to the applicable sections below, as indicated in the table for additional details 


regarding design criteria for each design element.   
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Table 2-3: Summary of Proposed Infrastrcuture Elements: Timmins Porcupine-Station 


Design Element Location Description Reference 


Train Station 


Platform 


The train platform is located on 


the east side of the station 


building. 


Train platform material will consist of 


concrete. Platform features will 


include tactile warning strips, platform 


edge, and areas for Accessibility. 


Section 2.4.3 


Station Building Station building is surrounded 


by various station elements, 


includes access to Ontario 


Northland bus bays, and 


municipal bus stop on the 


street, the train platform, and 


the parking lot.  


Features in the station building will 


include: 


• Wicket for Travel Tickets and 


information; 


• Wicket for parcel drop-


off/pick-up; 


• Station waiting area;  


• Station washroom; 


• Breakroom for crews and 


station staff; and, 


• Staff washroom and utility 


spaces. 


Section 2.4.4 


Station Parking 


Facilities  


Parking facilities will be located 


adjacent to the proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


Station building, bus stops, 


and train platform are in 


proximity to the parking 


spaces. 


Parking facilities at the station will 


contain a variety of features 


designated to accommodate 


accessibility, taxi stalls, drop off /pick 


up, general parking, employee 


parking, etc. 


Section 2.4.5 


Station 


Pedestrian 


Walkway 


Station pedestrian walkway 


proposed on all sides of the 


station building. There is access 


to areas for accessibility, bus 


stops, and train platform. 


Station pedestrian walkway is built 


around the station building, providing 


access to various station elements.  


Section 2.4.6 


Track works N/A Minimal track work will be required; 


install new bumping post at the end 


of the alignment. 


Section 2.4.7 


Ontario 


Northland Bus 


Bays 


Bus bays will be adjacent to 


the station building with 


accessible walkway from 


station building/platform. 


Bus bays to be provided for a 


seamless connection to Ontario 


Northland motor coach services. 


Section 2.4.8 


Municipal Bus 


Stop 


Municipal station bus stop on 


Falcon Street with accessible 


walkway from station 


building/platform. 


Bus stop on the street to be provided 


for municipal bus service. 


Section 2.4.9 


Bus Storage & 


Maintenance 


Facility 


The potential Bus Storage & 


Maintenance Facility will be 


located east of the station 


Protecting for land that may be 


required for potential future 


construction of a Bus Storage & 


Section 2.4.10 
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Design Element Location Description Reference 


building and platform. Maintenance Facility. 
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Figure 2-1: Timmins-Porcupine Station – Conceptual Site Layout (DRAFT) 
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2.4.1 Site Servicing 


Site servicing plans were developed as part of the concept design. All service connections to the proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station will be further reviewed in consultation with the City of Timmins, Enbridge, Northern 


Ontario Wires, and Ontario Northland. The site servicing plan itself is also subject to further revision during 


detailed design.  


The proposed station building will require domestic water, fire water, sanitary, electrical and gas services. All 


station building service requirements will connect to the City of Timmins watermain and sanitary sewer, and the 


Enbridge gas main located on King Street. The Timmins-Porcupine Station will have a dedicated incoming 


electrical service feeder. The location of the drop-off from the overhead Hydro pole and dedicated transformer for 


the Timmins-Porcupine Station will be coordinated with the local electrical utility “Northern Ontario Wires” and 


placed either within the property or close to the property. 


A site investigation in September 2023, revealed that an existing ditch conveys water south-east through an 


existing 975mm CSP culvert across the rail corridor (see Figure 2-2). The proposed site plan requires a review of 


pre- and post-development runoff volumes to evaluate potential impacts of stormwater runoff. It is anticipated 


that localized runoff management will be required. The existing ditch downstream and through the site will be 


evaluated for water conveyance capacity and any required treatment measures for retention. If it is determined 


that the culvert and site impervious impacts result in an increase in flows that requires site controls, potential 


mitigation measures such as bio-retention swales, detention basins (dry or wet), and/or Low-Impact Development 


(LID) features will be identified. 
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Figure 2-2: Existing Drainage Features 


2.4.2 Property Requirements 


The following section provides a summary of the potential property impacts (i.e., potential property 


acquisitions/easements/etc.) identified to date based on the available conceptual design for the proposed 


Timmins Station. It should be noted that properties with negligible encroachments were not listed, as it is 


anticipated that reasonable engineering solutions can be established at detailed design to address/avoid property 


impacts wherever feasible. Table 2-3 summarizes the potential property impacts that have been identified to date. 


Property requirements will be further reviewed as the design progresses. If required, Ontario Northland will 


proceed with property acquisition as follows: 


• Based on the detailed design, locations where temporary/permanent easements/property acquisition are 


required will be confirmed; and, 


• Ontario Northland will obtain all easements/property acquisitions from public/private property owners 


that are required to implement the project in accordance with Ontario Northland’s property acquisition 


process.  
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Table 2-3: Summary of Property Requirements 


Area Required Property Owner Type of Property Impact 


To be confirmed City of Timmins  Encroachment agreement 


   


   


2.4.3 Train Station Platform 


An accessible train station platform will be provided at the station. The following design criteria was established as 


part of developing the conceptual design for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station: 


• Platform length will accommodate a consist of four (4) Siemens Venture coaches; 


• Platform height will be 127mm (5 inches) above top of rail. Minimum platform width will be 4.3m; 


• Minimum clearance from edge of platform to any structure will be 2.44m; 


• Minimum Clearance from centre line of track to major and elevated platform structures such as canopies, 


roof overhangs, etc. will be 3.35m; 


• Cast-in-place concrete, sealed, and with a slip resistance finish will be used for the platform; 


• 610mm platform tactile warning strip at the platform edge will be installed according to Ontario Building 


Code Article 3.8.3.17. and Ontario Building Code Article 3.8.3.18; 


• Garbage receptacles will be provided on the train platform; 


• Cigarette butt disposal receptacles will be provided on the train platform; 


• Lighting will be designed to meet a minimum of five (5) footcandles on the station platform; and, 


• Lighting design will incorporate energy-efficient lighting technologies such as LEDs to reduce power 


consumption and increase efficiency. 


2.4.4 Station Building  


The station building will accommodate all necessary spaces for station operations such as: waiting areas, a ticket 


counter, parcel facilities, back-of-house rooms, an office, a lunchroom, and separate washrooms for staff and 


customers in addition to mechanical/electrical/communication service rooms. The following design criteria was 


established as part of developing the conceptual design for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station: 


• Aesthetic: 


o The roof will be sloped and drained away from both train and bus platforms; 


o Ceiling height will vary depending on space function; 


o The aesthetic of building design will reflect the unique personality of the area and the 


surrounding natural features such as redundant forests, hills, mountains, lakes, and colourful rocks 


in a way to blend and stretch these characteristics of northeastern Ontario; 


o The building’s exterior will utilize the use of mixed materials between stone and wood as natural 


materials alongside glass and metal to deliver a modern design while emphasizing on the natural 


characteristics of the northern Ontario; and, 


o External walls of public space will be glazed to connect the inside to the outside for viewing and 


provide safety with a crime prevention through environmental design) (CPTED) approach. Public 


space furniture will provide a variety of seating setups to accommodate different waiting periods 


for each type of transit served by the station building. 
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• Wayfinding: 


o For wayfinding, signs indicating through route from the street/parking lot to the train platform 


and bus platform and signs indicating the exit from the train platform will be provided; 


o Room tags and signs indicating routes to passenger washrooms are also needed; 


o A digital monitor may be provided in the station building to inform of Timmins Transit’s next 


arrival, train departure, and motor coach running information; and, 


o Fixed notice boards, passenger information screens and emergency help points will be provided 


for fixed and real-time assistance. 


• Lighting: 


o Lighting will be designed to meet a minimum of twenty (20) footcandles within the station 


building; and, 


o Lighting design will incorporate energy-efficient lighting technologies such as LEDs to reduce 


power consumption and increase efficiency. 


2.4.5 Parking Facilities 


A surface parking lot will be provided at the station. The following design criteria was established as part of 


developing the conceptual design for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station: 


• According to Integrated Accessibility Standards Regulation (IASR) section 80.36, the minimum number of 


accessible parking spaces should be 4% of the total number of parking spaces where there are between 


13 and 100 parking spaces. Therefore, for the new parking lot, two (2) accessible parking spaces that meet 


the requirements of both Type A and Type B parking spaces must be provided;  


• There will be employee parking spaces which are included in the total number of parking spaces. Two (2) 


of which will be designated ‘long term parking’ and will be provided with block heater receptacles; and, 


• Taxi stands for three (3) vehicles and passenger pick-up/drop-ff for three (3) vehicles will be located near 


the station building and motor coach platform to allow easy access for passengers. 


2.4.6 Pedestrian Walkway 


Sidewalks will connect the station building access points to the parking lot, passenger pick-up/drop-off, bus 


platform and train platform. The following design criteria was established as part of developing the conceptual 


design for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station: 


• Sidewalks will be constructed of cast-in-place concrete, sealed, and slip resistance finish; 


• Passenger seating areas will be provided at the platform and at sidewalk spaced every 30m; and, 


• A storage box for sand/salt supply will be provided on train and bus platforms. 


2.4.7 Track works 


Trackwork design and adjustment of track alignment and profiles are not required for the proposed station. A new 


bumping post will be installed at the end of the alignment.  


2.4.8 Ontario Northland Bus Bays 


Bus bays to connect passengers from the train to Ontario Northland motorcoaches will be provided at the station. 


The following design criteria was established as part of developing the conceptual design for the proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station: 
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• The intermodal provision will consist of three (3) bus bays to accommodate Ontario Northland motor 


coaches. Buses will be able to leave the bus bays without having to reverse; 


• The motor coaches will have the ability to parallel park adjacent to the motor coach platform for the 


entire length of the vehicle to allow the driver to load and unload; 


• Motor coach platform signage showing the platform number will be provided. 


2.4.9 Municipal Bus Stop 


A municipal bus stop to connect passengers from the train to local transit will be provided at the station. Design 


shall be coordinated with the City of Timmins.   


2.4.10 Bus Storage & Maintenance Facility  


Provisions for a future Ontario Northland motor coach maintenance facility are being provided to not preclude 


construction of the facility at a later date. Refer to Figure 2-1. 


2.5 Operations and Maintenance 


2.5.1 Timmins-Porcupine Station 


The Station will require regular maintenance to support ongoing operations. Typical maintenance activities include 


snow and ice clearing, regular vegetation management and, in the case of a station, interior cleaning of floors and 


washrooms, public and non-public areas, and exterior cleaning of the building façade and windows as well as 


associated station and platform facilities such as benches, sweeping walkways, ramps, emptying waste receptacles, 


stocking salt bins and associated winter cleanup operations to remove salt and sand residues. Snow removal 


operations may require temporary storage on site at an allocated area within the parking lot. 


Regular maintenance is needed at platforms to ensure safe access for Ontario Northland passengers. This may 


include visual inspections to identify obvious defects or damage to the platform, general cleaning (e.g., disposal of 


garbage), and use of de-icing/snow removal equipment in the winter months. 


Inspections determine how platforms deteriorate over time from surrounding elements, such as 


rain/wind/snow/ice, exposure to de-icing salts, etc. Remedial actions will be taken as necessary to ensure 


platforms remain safe for passengers following inspections. 


2.6 Construction Activities 


The following section provides an overview of the types of typical construction methods/activities that will be 


utilized to build the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


• Initial steps during the construction of a station are site clearing and ground improvements. There may be 


instances where installation of culverts is required, and grading must occur;  


• Utility modifications or extensions will be completed soon after that will require excavation and 


coordination with service providers and the City of Timmins. Potentially affected utilities include 


power/hydro, telecommunications, storm and sanitary sewers, gas, and watermains. This work will require 


shoring; 


• Excavated materials may be hauled for landfill disposal depending on the quality of the materials, and in 


consideration of any hazardous material disposal requirements. A dewatering system may be required for 


certain construction activities to remove water beneath the excavation levels; 


• The station will require electrical work to install a pole or pad mounted transformer to provide power to 


the site;  
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• The station will require construction of access roads and parking facilities using hot mix asphalt and 


emulsified bitumen, complete with concrete curb and sidewalks. Road construction includes a subgrade, 


subbase and base course, all of which require extensive use of aggregate and compaction effort; 


• The station building’s exterior will utilize the use of mixed materials between stone and wood as natural 


materials alongside glass and metal to deliver a modern design while emphasizing on the natural 


characteristics of the northern Ontario; and,  


• The building requires construction of concrete foundations and will be serviced by power, fire suppression 


water, domestic water, telecommunications and gas. Buildings will also be equipped with HVAC units. 


Other features to be installed as part of a typical station include: 


• Fencing and gates; 


• Exterior lighting; 


• Roadways and walkways; 


• Parking areas including accessibility parking; 


• Waste management areas; 


• Stormwater management measures; 


• Transformer and power distribution systems; 


• Back-up power/uninterrupted power supply (UPS); 


• Telecommunications and security/CCTV;  


• Restroom facilities; and, 


• Mobile standing storage.  


The following elements are included within the construction of the new rail platform, bus bays and taxi stands, 


parking areas and the station building: 


• Vegetation removal and site preparation; 


• Grading and site drainage work; 


• Site de-watering during construction 


• Platform and construction of concrete curb for the rail platform and bus bays; 


• Paving of parking areas, walkways and ramps; 


• Installation of ramps and associated handrails; 


• Installation of site lighting , communication systems, and ancillary features such as CCTV, help points and 


service information displays, etc.; 


• Installation of a standby generator or UPS; 


• Construction of walkways and sidewalks; 


• Installation of wayfinding and signage; 


• Utility connections, as required; 


• Fibre optic cable and telephone installations; 


• Installation of stormwater and sanitary waste piping, manholes pits, trench drains, sump pump and city 


sewer connection; 


• Excavation for building foundations and associated ground works; 


• Utility and stormwater and sanitary piping trenches; 


• Placement of concrete for foundations; 
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• Installation of exterior walls, stonework, waterproofing membranes, and insulation; 


• Installation of roofing, doors, roll up doors, and exterior glazing; 


• Installation of roofing systems; 


• Electrical and plumbing rough-in; 


• Installation of HVAC equipment interior and exterior to the building; 


• Interior walls, tile and non-tile floors, painting and trim; 


• Public and staff washrooms, office facilities and waiting areas, 


• Parcel receival and storage facility,  


• Ticket counter, service and parcel receiving desks, countertops, shelving and storage cabinets; 


• HVAC equipment including gas fired and electrical heating and cooling systems; 


• Fire Alarms and associated control systems; and, 


• IT and Communications systems and associated equipment such Wi-Fi access points, PA, CCTV and digital 


signage. 


It is anticipated that the following equipment may be required for station construction: 


• Excavators;  


• Backhoes; 


• Graders;  


• Cranes;  


• Loaders;  


• Paver;  


• Compactor;  


• Dump trucks;  


• Bulldozer;  


• Pumps;  


• Generators; 


• Vacuum truck; 


• Fork and man lifts; 


• Concrete trucks;  


• Concrete pumps; 


• Light trucks, including pick up trucks and 


vans;  


• Electric power tools; 


• Pneumatic Tools 


• Waste collection trucks; 


• Lighting equipment; and, 


Boom trucks. 


2.6.1 Construction Management Plans 


Construction Management Plans will be developed and implemented as part of the detailed design phase of the 


project and will take into consideration applicable legislation as appropriate. Construction Management Plan(s) 


will be made available to the City of Timmins (as required) prior to implementation. 


2.6.2 Construction Staging Areas 


A construction staging and laydown area is used for the storage and assembly of construction equipment, 


materials, and other supplies. These areas are typically located near or at the construction site.  


This may include Temporary Access Lands that are included in the Project Area and are selected, investigated, and 


evaluated by Ontario Northland as part of the study. At this time, the proposed construction staging and laydown 


area identified is the lands reserved for the future bus storage and maintenance facility. Consultation with the City 


of Timmins and other affected third-party stakeholder will be undertaken as appropriate with respect to the 


locations of any proposed construction staging areas) [NTD – to be further confirmed as design progresses]. 


Construction Staging Plan(s) will be made available (as required) to the City of Timmins prior to implementation.  
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3.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS 


In accordance with the O. Reg. 231/08, an assessment of existing environmental conditions within the Study Area 


was conducted as part of the Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP.  


The purpose of collecting and documenting baseline conditions data is to provide the basis for the subsequent 


assessment of potential impacts (as detailed in Sections 4.0 and 6.0). Therefore, this section consolidates and 


summarizes the findings of the following existing conditions studies which were undertaken as part of the TRPAP: 


• Natural Environment (Appendix A) 


• Land Use and Socio-Economic (Appendix B) 


• Cultural Heritage (Appendix C) 


• Archaeology (Appendix D) 


The following additional reports incorporated the relevant existing conditions information as part of their impact 


assessment studies: 


• Construction Noise and Vibration Report (Appendix E) 


• Traffic Assessment Report (Appendix F) 


Generally, baseline conditions data was collected and summarized through a combination of review of 


background information/reports and field investigations (as required). 


3.1 TRPAP Study Area 


The Study Area for the TRPAP is defined as the area where the station components are proposed to be 


constructed plus a conservative 50m buffer area to allow for completeness of data collection associated with  


technical and environmental study investigations. Refer to Figure 3-1.  
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Figure 3-1: TRPAP Study Area 


3.2 Methodology 


3.2.1 Natural Environment 


The following provides a summary of the methodology developed to collect and document Natural Environment 


existing conditions information within the Project study area. A more detailed overview of this methodology is 


provided in Appendix A. 


The Natural Environment study screened for environmental features within a radius of 120 metres of the Study 


Area.  


3.2.1.1 Data Gathering 


Available secondary source background information was collected from available sources and reviewed. This 


included, but was not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory 


authorities, any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source GIS data, as 


follows: 


• Aerial imagery and orthoimagery; 


• Mapping of physiography and soils; 


• Municipal Official Plans; 


• Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) Land Information Ontario (LIO); 
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• Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC); 


• Conservation Authorities (CA) open data; 


• Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Ontario (2001-2005); and, 


• Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s (DFO) Species at Risk Mapping. 


Secondary source information will be compiled to develop a general description of the terrestrial and aquatic 


ecosystems, vegetation, and wildlife within the study area. 


3.2.1.2 Field Investigations 


Field investigations were undertaken wherever necessary to ground-truth information found in secondary source 


research, fill in any information gaps, and to validate desktop research.  


The following field investigations were undertaken to document existing conditions within the Study Area: 


• Terrestrial field investigations to confirm data and existing information on SAR, woodlands, vegetated 


communities, wetland communities (provincial and local significance) and unevaluated wetlands to be 


obtained from the MNRF, LIO and NHIC; 


• Vegetation and wildlife surveys (during appropriate field survey seasons) to determine presence of 


potential wildlife habitat including wildlife corridors and SAR habitat; 


• Screening Level breeding bird habitat assessment, including SAR; and, 


• Aquatic habitat surveys. 


3.2.1.3 Consultation with Mattagami Region Conservation Authority 


It is noted that the southeastern half of the Study Area is within an area regulated by the Mattagami Region 


Conservation Authority under Ontario Regulation 165/06. Consultation with MRCA may be required as part of the 


project. 


Data collected was captured within a GIS database and detailed mapping was prepared. 


3.2.2 Land Use and Socio-Economic 


The following provides a summary of the methodology developed to collect and document Land Use and Socio-


Economic existing conditions information within the Project study area. A more detailed overview of this 


methodology is provided in Appendix B. 


Documentation of land use existing conditions included a review of current Municipal Official Plan designations 


that provide policies on how land should be used, as well as applicable municipal zoning (land use zoning 


classifies the type of development allowed on a parcel of land including: residential, commercial, employment, 


etc.).  


A conservative approach was taken as part of the exiting conditions phase of the project. As such, socio-economic 


conditions were defined in the context of sensitive facilities within and in proximity to the Study Area; within one 


kilometre (km) of the Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


3.2.2.1 Data Gathering 


Available secondary source background information was be collected from available sources and reviewed. This 


includes, but is not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory authorities, 


any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source GIS data, as follows: 


• Aerial photography and orthoimagery (i.e., Google Earth); 


• City of Timmins Community Map (i.e., publicly available online GIS data); 
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• City of Timmins Official Plan; 


• City of Timmins Zoning By-law; 


• Integrated Culture, Tourism and Recreation Master Plan; 


• Recreation Master Plan; 


• Capital Plans; 


• Recreational Trails and Conservation Areas; and, 


• Parks and Playgrounds. 


Aerial photography was reviewed in and around the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. This entailed reviewing 


the locations of the proposed infrastructure and visually identifying the presence of sensitive facilities (e.g., 


schools, child-care centres, places of worship, long term care centres, hospitals, and community landmarks) and 


other features of interest. Facilities identified through The City of Timmins Community Map (i.e., municipal open 


data sources) were recorded. 


Available mapping data and other information was collected from the following sources and reviewed to identify 


existing and planned land uses: 


• Approved Municipal Official Plan (including zoning by-law);  


• Approved Culture, Tourism and Recreation (CTR) Master Plan; 


• Available municipal open data (i.e., publicly available online GIS data created by the City of Timmins 


pertaining to the location of sensitive facilities); 


• Land Information Ontario (LIO). 


3.2.2.2 Consultation with the City of Timmins 


Lastly, contact with City of Timmins staff was initiated through an e-mail request for GIS data and follow-up phone 


calls. Data requests focused on obtaining information on development applications within the Study Area and 


current and future policy initiatives that may have an impact on public policy and growth directions. The City of 


Timmins provided the following data via e-mail: 


• Bus Routes; 


• Transit Stops; 


• Snowmobile Trails; 


• Aerial Imagery; and, 


• Past construction projects. 


Data collected was captured within a GIS database and detailed mapping was prepared. 


3.2.3 Cultural Heritage 


The following provides a summary of the methodology developed to collect and document  


Cultural Heritage existing conditions information within the Project study area. A more detailed overview of this 


methodology is provided in Appendix C. 


3.2.3.1 Data Gathering 


Available secondary source background information was collected from available sources and reviewed. This 


includes, but is not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory authorities, 


any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source GIS data, as follows: 


• Historical maps and topographic maps; 
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• Twenty-first century aerial photography and orthoimagery (i.e., Google Earth); 


• Secondary sources and websites; 


• The Little Claybelt Homesteaders Museum; 


• Timmins Museum Archives; 


• City of Timmins Official Plan (Tunnock Consultants and the City of Timmins Planning Division 2010); 


• City of Timmins Municipal Heritage Register (City of Timmins 2022); 


• The Ontario Heritage Act Register (Ontario Heritage Trust n.d.); 


• The Places of Worship Inventory (Ontario Heritage Trust n.d.); 


• The inventory of Ontario Heritage Trust easements (Ontario Heritage Trust n.d.);  


• The Ontario Heritage Trust’s An Inventory of Provincial Plaques Across Ontario: a PDF of Ontario Heritage 


Trust Plaques and their locations (Ontario Heritage Trust 2018); 


• The Ontario Heritage Trust’s An Inventory of Ontario Heritage Trust-owned properties across Ontario: a PDF 


of properties owned by the Ontario Heritage Trust (Ontario Heritage Trust 2019); 


• Inventory of known cemeteries/burial sites in the Ontario Genealogical Society’s online databases (Ontario 


Genealogical Society n.d.);  


• Canada’s Historic Places website: available online, the searchable register provides information on historic 


places recognized for their heritage value at the local, provincial, territorial, and national levels (Parks 


Canada n.d.); 


• Directory of Federal Heritage Designations: a searchable on-line database that identifies National Historic 


Sites, National Historic Events, National Historic People, Heritage Railway Stations, Federal Heritage 


Buildings, and Heritage Lighthouses (Parks Canada n.d.);  


• Canadian Heritage River System: a national river conservation program that promotes, protects and 


enhances the best examples of Canada’s river heritage (Canadian Heritage Rivers Board and Technical 


Planning Committee n.d.); and, 


• United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (U.N.E.S.C.O.) World Heritage Sites 


(U.N.E.S.C.O. World Heritage Centre n.d.).  


The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM), formerly the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and 


Culture Industries (MHSTCI), has guidelines on the preparation of Cultural Heritage Reports within the TRPAP 


(MHSTCI 2019). This guidance is applicable to the current undertaking. The guidelines state that the study will:  


1. Identify existing baseline cultural heritage conditions within the Study Area. The consultants preparing the 


Cultural Heritage Report will need to define a Study Area and explain their rationale. MHSTCI 


recommends that the Study Area for the report include, at minimum, the project footprint and adjacent 


properties. Alternatively, the Study Area may include the project footprint and a study zone that is located 


immediately beside the footprint and extends a certain distance. The report will include a historical 


summary of the development of the Study Area and will identify all known or potential built heritage 


resources and cultural heritage landscapes in the Study Area. MHSTCI [now administered by MCM] has 


developed screening criteria that may assist with this exercise: Criteria for Evaluating for Potential Built 


Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes. 


2. Identify preliminary potential project-specific impacts on the known and potential built heritage resources 


and cultural heritage landscapes that have been identified. The report should include a description of the 


anticipated impact to each known or potential built heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape that 


has been identified.    
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3. Propose and recommend measures to avoid or mitigate potential negative impacts to known or potential 


cultural heritage resources. The proposed mitigation measures are to inform the next steps of project 


planning and design (MHSTCI 2019).  


3.2.3.2 Identification of Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 


In the course of the cultural heritage assessment process, all potentially affected built heritage resources and 


cultural heritage landscapes are subject to identification and inventory. Generally, when conducting an 


identification of BHRs and CHLs within a Study Area, three stages of research and data collection are undertaken 


to appropriately establish the potential for and existence of BHRs and CHLs in a geographic area: background 


research and desktop data collection; field review; and identification. 


Background historical research, which includes consultation of primary and secondary source research and 


historical mapping, is undertaken to identify early settlement patterns and broad agents or themes of change in a 


Study Area. This stage in the data collection process enables the researcher to determine the presence of sensitive 


heritage areas that correspond to nineteenth- and twentieth-century settlement and development patterns. To 


augment data collected during this stage of the research process, federal, provincial, and municipal databases 


and/or agencies are consulted to obtain information about specific properties that have been previously identified 


and/or designated as having cultural heritage value. Typically, resources identified during these stages of the 


research process are reflective of particular architectural styles or construction methods, associated with an 


important person, place, or event, and contribute to the contextual facets of a particular place, neighbourhood, or 


intersection.  


3.2.3.3 Field Investigations 


Field investigations were undertaken wherever necessary to ground-truth information found in secondary source 


research, fill in any information gaps, and to validate desktop research.  


The following field investigations were undertaken as part of the TRPAP on June 13, 2023 to document existing 


conditions: 


• Terrestrial field investigations to determine the presence of BHRs and CHLs in the proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station Study Area; and, 


• Detailed photographs of the Study Area and surrounding context, and note-taking. 


3.2.3.4 Consultation with Regulatory Authorities 


The following individuals, groups, and/or organizations were contacted to gather information on known and BHRs 


and CHLs, active and inactive cemeteries, and areas of identified Indigenous interest within the Study Area: 


• Steph Palmateer, Director of Community Services & City Clerk, City of Timmins (email communication 


June 23, 2023). Email correspondence was sent by Krystal Perepeluk of Ontario Northland requesting 


information and location of properties on the Municipal Heritage Register, relevant heritage reports, 


archival photographs, archaeological assessments, maps and aerial photographs, and other 


documentation for any previously-identified heritage properties within the Study Area, as well as any 


other additional information related to the Study Area. No information was provided by the time of report 


submission. 


• The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (email communication June 30 and July 12, 2023). Email 


correspondence confirmed that there are no properties designated by the Minister and that they are not 


aware of any Provincial Heritage Properties within or adjacent to the TRPAP Study Area. 
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• The Ontario Heritage Trust (email communications June 30 and July 14, 2023). A response indicated the 


Ontario Heritage Trust does not own or protect via easement any properties within or immediately 


adjacent to the TRPAP Study Area. 


• There has been no correspondence from First Nations and Provincial Territorial Organizations about 


known or potential BHRs or CHLs at the time of preparing this report. 


Data collected was captured within a GIS database and detailed mapping was prepared. 


3.2.4 Archaeology 


The following provides a summary of the methodology developed to collect and document Archaeology existing 


conditions information within the Project study area. A more detailed overview of this methodology is provided in 


Appendix D. 


The Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment study considered background reports of previous archaeological 


assessments conducted within a radius of 50 metres and OASD registered archaeological sites within one (1) 


kilometre of the Study Area. 


3.2.4.1 Data Gathering 


Available secondary source background information was collected from available sources and reviewed. This 


includes, but is not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory authorities, 


any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source Geographic Information 


Systems (GIS) data, as follows: 


• Historical maps and topographic maps; 


• Aerial photography and orthoimagery (i.e., Google Earth); 


• Municipal Archaeological Management Plans; 


• The site record forms for registered archaeological sites (Ontario Archaeological Sites Database);  


• Previously completed archaeological assessment reports; 


• Published and unpublished documentary sources; 


• Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) Land Information Ontario (LIO); and, 


• Ontario geological survey (OGS) surficial geology, physiography, and soil drainage maps. 


3.2.4.2 Field Investigations 


The Stage 1 archaeological assessment property inspection was conducted on June 23, 2023, in order to gain first-


hand knowledge of the geography, topography, and current conditions and to evaluate and map archaeological 


potential of the Study Area. It was a systematic visual inspection from publicly accessible lands/public right-of-


ways only and did not include excavation or collection of archaeological resources. Fieldwork was conducted when 


weather conditions were deemed clear with good visibility (overcast with seasonal temperatures), per S & G 


Section 1.2., Standard 2.  


Under the terms and conditions of every archaeological license, an archaeologist must notify the Ministry of 


Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) before starting any new fieldwork project or stage of archaeological 


assessment by submitting a Project Information Form (PIF). A PIF provides the ministry with information about 


archaeological projects being planned in Ontario. The archaeologist must submit a PIF using the ministry’s 


secure online archaeology portal. 


Data collected was captured within a GIS database and detailed mapping was prepared. 
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3.2.5 Noise and Vibration 


Collecting existing conditions data and information was based on the key steps described below.  


Available secondary source background information was be collected from available sources and reviewed. This 


includes, but is not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory authorities, 


any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source GIS data, as follows: 


• Aerial photography and orthoimagery (i.e., Google Earth); and, 


• City of Timmins Zoning By-law. 


A review of applicable legislation and guidance documents was undertaken and included the following: 


• Environmental Noise Guideline - Stationary and Transportation Sources - Approval and Planning, 2013 


o NPC-300 (2013) 


• MOEE/GO Transit Noise and Vibration Protocol, 1995 


o Draft Protocol for Noise and Vibration (1995) 


No field investigations were undertaken as part of the TRPAP to document existing conditions. Data was collected 


through review of background information and aerial photography. 


3.2.6 Traffic 


[NTD: to be populated in subsequent version of EPR, once assessment is completed] 


3.3 Existing Conditions 


3.3.1 Natural Environment 


3.3.1.1 Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest 


The MNRF defines ANSIs as “lands and waters with features that are important for natural heritage protection, 


appreciation, scientific study or education”. No ANSIs are identified within or in the vicinity of the Study Area. 


3.3.1.2 Significant Wetlands 


The potential occurrence of wetland features was screened through a review of available GIS data layers provided 


by MNRF. Three types of wetland features are identified in MNRF data layers: provincially significant wetlands 


(PSWs), unevaluated wetlands and other wetlands. No PSWs or other wetlands are identified within or in the 


vicinity of the Study Area.  


3.3.1.3 Terrestrial Ecosystems 


Collection of background information specific to wildlife and wildlife habitat includes a wildlife species 


documented across the Study Area. A total of 29 bird species were documented. Of these, 26 species are 


considered migratory and regulated under the Migratory Birds Convention Act (MBCA), while one additional 


species is protected under the Fish and Wildlife Convention Act, 1997. Only two of the documented bird species 


are not under any legislative protection. Four bird species identified in the vicinity of the Study Area are classified 


as species at risk (SAR) under the Endangered Species Act, 2007. One SAR invertebrate species was also identified 


in the vicinity of the project area. SAR are further discussed in Section 3.3.1.7. A total of eight bird species are 


considered area sensitive according to the Significant Wildlife Habitat Technical Guide (SWHTG, 2000). Due to the 


limited size of the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Study Area and habitat present, some of these species 


occurrences may be ruled out.  
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3.3.1.4 Vegetation and Vegetation Communities 


Vegetation surveys were conducted on June 16 and June 28, 2023 to confirm the current condition, limits and 


extent of vegetation communities identified through review of aerial imagery and available resources for the 


Study Area.  Natural vegetation features identified within the Study Area were classified according to the 


Ecological Land Classification for Southern Ontario: First Approximation and Its Application (Lee et al. 1998), The 


Ecosystems of Ontario (William et al. 2009) and A Field Guide to Forest Ecosystems of Northeastern Ontario 


(Taylor et al. 2000). Vascular plant nomenclature follows Newmaster and Ragupathy (2012). 


Vegetation Communities 


Vegetation communities within the Study Area include forest, a small wetland inclusion, cultural meadow, and 


manicured lawn (M). Within the forested community a snowmobile trail bisects this community and runs 


north/south parallel to the rail tracks.  


Table 3-1: Summary of Vegetation Communities 


ELC Code  Vegetation 


Type  


Species Association  Comments  


Terrestrial 


BTr9-2 Balsam poplar 


– Trembling 


aspen/speckled 


alder/dewberry 


Canopy: Balsam poplar (Populus balsamifera ssp. 


balsamifera), trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides), 


balsam fir (Abies balsamea), tamarack (Larix laricina) 


and black spruce (Picea mariana).  


Ground Cover: includes currant (Ribes spp.), red 


raspberry (Rubus idaeus ssp. idaeus), large-leaved aster 


(Eurybia macrophylla), lady fern (Athyrium filix-femina) 


and horsetails (Equisetum spp). 


• Tree cover >60%  


• Deciduous trees >75% 


of canopy cover  


 


CUM Cultural Meadow 


CUM1-1 Dry- Moist Old 


Field Meadow 


Ground cover: Fireweed (Chamerion angustifolium 
ssp. angustifolium), common milkweed (Asclepias 


syriaca), asters (Asteraceae spp.), timothy (Phleum 


pratense), wild carrot (Daucus carota), and common 


dandelion (Taraxacum officinalis).  


• Tree cover <25% 


Wetland Inclusion  


MAM MEADOW MARSH 


MAM2 Mineral 


Meadow Marsh  


Ground cover: Reed-canary grass (Phalaris 


arundinacea), small-fruited bulrush (Scirpus 


microcarpus), red-osier dogwood (Cornus sericea ssp. 


sericea), water horsetail (Equisetum fluvitale). 


• Tree cover <25% 


OTHER*  
 


M   Manicured Ground Cover: includes Kentucky bluegrass (Poa 


pratensis), timothy, wild carrot, and common 


dandelion.  


• Areas where 


grass/shrubs/trees are 


maintained/retained 


and/or planted.   
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Flora 


During field investigations a total of 52 vascular plant taxa were recorded within the Study Area. A full list of these 


species is found in Appendix A. Of these plant species, one was identified only to genus.  Of the 52 plants 


identified, 32 (61%) are native and 20 (39%) are non-native. All of the plant communities found within the Study 


Area are common and secure in northern Ontario. No federally or provincially listed plants species at risk were 


documented in the Study Area.  


3.3.1.5 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 


Wildlife data was collected during the June 16 and June 28, 2023 field visits through pedestrian surveys of the 


Study Area with a focus on natural areas and where structures with the potential to provide habitat (e.g. buildings, 


culverts) were noted in proximity to the design alternatives. Wildlife identification was completed through visual 


and auditory observations as well as indirect incidental observations (i.e., tracks, scat, and scents). Wildlife 


observations were screened to identify species listed as at risk provincially or federally; and, for species of local 


concern. 


The majority of the Study Area is characterized as cultural meadow with a small wetland inclusion (MAM2). These 


vegetation communities/areas are not considered rare or sensitive and reflect an anthropogenic origin because of 


previous vegetation clearing.  However, the communities provide foraging, movement, and breeding 


opportunities for some bird, insects, and wildlife species. The cultural meadow is adjacent to a wooded 


community to the east of the rail tracks. The wooded area includes deciduous forest (BTr9-2), this community 


likely provides valuable wildlife habitat.  


Wildlife trees may provide shelter or roosting opportunities for bats. A formal leaf-off snag survey was not 


completed, but no wildlife trees with either cavities, sloughing bark, or large cracks, were observed during site 


visits. Similarly, no stick nests were observed.  


Breeding Bird Survey 


A breeding bird survey was completed according to the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas Protocol (Cadman et al. 2007) 


and consisted of two early morning visits between sunrise and 8am. The first visit occurred on June 16, 2023 and 


the second visit occurred on June 28, 2023. One ten-minute point count and meandering transects were 


completed within the Study Area. Territorial songs, along with direct observations of breeding bird behaviour and 


presence of bird nests and fledged young were used to record breeding bird evidence (BBE) within the Study 


Area. Evidence of bird breeding success was categorized according to the OBBA survey methodology (Cadman et 


al. 2007) using the following criteria: 


Possible Breeding: Species observed in its breeding season in suitable nesting habitat (H). 


 Singing male present in its breeding season in suitable nesting habitat (S). 


Probable Breeding: Pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in nesting season (P). 


Permanent territory presumed through registration of territorial song heard on at 


least two days, one week or more apart, at the same place (T).  


Confirmed Breeding: Fledged young or downy young, including young incapable of flight (FY). 


Bird species were identified through visual and auditory observations, and incidental observations of any wildlife 


species encountered while in the Study Area were also recorded, including birds heard outside of the 10-minute 


point counts. Incidental wildlife observations were noted during all field visits to document all species using the 


Study Area.  


A total of 17 bird species were documented within the Study Area. The bird species documented are relatively 


common overall and expected within the vegetation communities found on site. None of the bird species 


observed are regulated under ESA or SARA.  
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Table 3-2: Breeding Bird Surveys Results 


Common Name Scientific Name SARA/ESA 


Status 


Legal 


Status 


BBE 


American Crow Corvus brachyhrynchos  - Probable (T) 


American Goldfinch Spinus tristis  MBCA Probable (T) 


American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla  MBCA Possible (S) 


American Robin Turdus migratorius  MBCA Probable (T) 


Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon  FWCA Observed (X) 


Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus  MBCA Incidental 


Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum  MBCA Incidental  


Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas  MBCA Probable (T) 


Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus  MBCA Possible (S) 


Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus  MBCA Incidental 


Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus  MBCA Incidental 


Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus  MBCA Probable (S) 


Rock Dove  Columba livia  - Possible (S) 


Savannah Sparrow  Passerculus sandwichensis  MBCA Possible (S) 


Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia  MBCA Probable (T) 


Veery Catharus fuscescens  MBCA Probable (P) 


White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis  MBCA Probable (S) 


 


  Legend: 


Abbreviation Description 


SARA/ESA  


THR Threatened; a wildlife species likely to become endangered if limiting factors are not reversed 


SC Designated Special Concern under Ontario Endangered Species Act and Canada Species at Risk 


Act 


Legal Status:  


MBCA Migratory Bird Convention Act 


FWCA(P) Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act Protected Species 


- Not protected under MBCA or FWCA 


BBE: Breeding Bird Evidence 


Incidental: Species observed outside of its breeding season (not observed during breeding bird surveys) 


Observed: 


X Species observed in its breeding season (no evidence of breeding). 


Possible Breeding: 


H Species observed in its breeding season in suitable nesting habitat. 


S Singing male present in its breeding season in suitable nesting habitat. 


Probable Breeding: 


P Pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in nesting season 


T Permanent territory presumed through registration of territorial song on at least two days, a 


week apart, at the same place. 


Confirmed Breeding: 


FY Fledged young or downy young, including young incapable of sustained flight. 
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Invertebrates 


Two (2) species of invertebrates were incidentally observed during field visits. Forest tent caterpillars (Malacosoma 


disstria) were documented on vegetation throughout the Study Area and a Chalk-fronted Corporal (Ladona julia) 


was observed. 


Mammals 


Mammals are typically challenging to survey given their cryptic nature. As such, mammals were documented as 


incidental encounters or through evidence of presence (tracks/roadkill/dens/scat/scent). No mammals were 


observed during field visits with the Study Area. 


3.3.1.6 Fish and Fish Habitat 


There are no watercourses identified by DFO within the Study Area and all waterbodies are greater than 300 m 


away and do not contain SAR fish or critical SAR habitat. 


Background review did not identify any watercourses within the Study Area; however, field investigations 


identified a small drainage feature that appears to convey intermittent flows after storm events from west to east 


through the Study Area. Flow, likely originating from stormwater runoff, is conveyed from west of Falcon Street, 


and along a ditch running north to south on Falcon Street. The flow then passes through a culvert into the Study 


Area and under the rail tracks through a culvert towards the BTr9-2 community and then under the snowmobile 


trail where it disperses and does not appear to have a connection to Bob’s Lake. 


During the June 28, 2023 field investigations after substantial rain there was evident flow and the wetted depth 


was approximately 5 cm deep in the culvert on the south side of Falcon Street. Substrate was very fine organic 


material upstream of the culvert on Falcon Street and riparian vegetation consisted mainly of reed canary grass 


(Phalaris arundinacea), horsetails, and willow shrubs with abundant instream vegetation. Downstream of the 


anticipated construction area through the forested community, the drainage feature has a wetted width of 


approximately 0.5 metres and a bankfull width of approximately 2-3 metres. Water remained minimal through this 


reach with only a slight flow and substrate was a mixture of sand, silt, and gravel. Riparian vegetation consisted of 


grasses, dogwood, and canopy trees, and there was abundant woody debris in the channel. Given the lack of 


connectivity to permanent watercourses and the ephemeral nature of the channel, there is little likelihood of fish 


use. 


3.3.1.7 Species at Risk (SAR) 


A review of the MNRF’s NHIC database was conducted to search for records of SAR and/or rare species for the 


Study Area.  Records for a total of seven species were returned, to include special concern Barn Swallow (Hirundo 


rustica), Black Tern (Chlidonias niger), Canada Warbler (Cardellina canadensis), and Yellow-banded Bumble Bee 


(Bombus terricola), as well as threatened Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus), and endangered Little Brown Myotis 


(Meyotis lucifugus) and Northern Myotis (Myotis septentrionalis). Given the habitat present in the Study Area, it is 


unlikely that habitat for all of these SAR is currently available. No species at risk were observed during field 


investigations. 


3.3.2 Land Use and Socio-Economic 


3.3.2.1 Existing Land Use 


Recreational Amenities 


Sidewalks extend along King Street, and a portion of Gervais Street North that expands along the west side of the 


Whitney Multipurpose Court and baseball diamond (also referred to as Whitney Park). The Whitney Park is 


adjacent to the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station and is bound by Gervais Street North to the west, Queen 


Street to the south, and Falcon Street to the East (see red parcels in Figure ).  
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Since 2014, several tennis courts have been renewed/resurfaced per the recommendations in the Culture, Tourism 


and Recreation Master Plan. The Whitney tennis court was resurfaced as a rubber tile multi-surface court in 


2015/2016, which includes two multi-purpose courts, one tennis court and one basketball court.  


A snowmobile trail is available during the winter months that currently passes along Gervais Street North and 


around Whitney Park, before crossing Falcon Street and traversing the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station site, 


and extending south to continue along Gervais Street South (see blue hatched line in Figure ). Streets showing a 


green line in Figure  represent where snowmobile access is permitted in the City of Timmins. 


Figure 3-2: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map - Parks and Recreation  


Bus Route 16 services the Whitney area and currently travels along Queen Street, before heading north on Gervais 


Street North, turning right on Earl Street East, turning right on Falcon Street, and continuing back along King 


Street to head back into the City of Timmins downtown core (see pink route in Figure ). Falcon Street is directly 


adjacent to the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


General Project Location: Proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station 
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Figure 3-3: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Bus Routes  


Sensitive Facilities 


There are no hospitals, child-care centres or long-term care centres in the vicinity of the proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station. The following table includes sensitive facilities that are located within 1 km of the proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


Table 3-3: Sensitive Facilities within 1 km of the Proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station 


Type Name Address Approximate Distance from 


proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 


Figure Reference 


Place of 


Worship 


Porcupine United 


Church 


122 Queen 


Street 


750 metres See green circle in 


Figure  


Emergency 


Service 


Whitney 


Volunteer Fire 


Hall 


No known 


address, 


adjacent to 


730 metres See yellow circle in 


Figure  


General Project Location: Proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station 
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Type Name Address Approximate Distance from 


proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 


Figure Reference 


110 Dixon 


Street 


School Ecole Catholique 


St. Jude 


225 Dixon 


Street 


450 metres See blue parcels in 


Figure  


 


Figure 3-4: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Sensitive Facilities 


3.3.2.2 Planned Land Use 


Crown Land Use 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is within a Crown Land Use Policy Area, known as the Timmins 


Porcupine Urban Area (ID: G1819). Urban development is permitted within the Timmins Porcupine Urban Area on 


public lands if such land use is approved in an Official Plan or Zoning By-law. 


General Project Location: Proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station 
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Official Plan Designations 


Under the City of Timmins Official Plan (OP) Schedule A, lands at the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station are 


largely designated as Neighbourhood Area, with a small portion of the south end of the site designated as 


Employment Area (see Figure 3-5). 


Figure 3-5: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Official Plan Schedule A  


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is within the Mineral Development designation, per the OP Schedule B 


(see Figure 3-6). 


General Project Location: Proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station 
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Figure 3-6: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Official Plan Schedule B 


The Ministry of Northern Development and Mines (MNDM) (now the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, 


Natural Resources and Forestry) has conducted a qualitative evaluation of the hazard features associated with 


mining sites located within the City of Timmins. The evaluation places each of the Ministry’s Abandoned Mines 


Information (AMIS) locations into one (1) of five (5) categories based on the documented extent and intensity of 


historic mineral development activity. Any proposed development within 1 km of a mine hazard feature will 







Environmental Project Report 


Draft 


April 9, 2024 


 


 


|  47 


Hydro One 


require review to determine the need for a detailed geo-technical evaluation (Section 2.10.3). The proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station is within 1 km of a Mine Hazard feature, per OP Schedule C (see Figure 3-7). 


Figure 3-7: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Official Plan Schedule C 


Future Developments 


A review of the City of Timmins Capital Plans has been completed for the past five (5) years (2019-2023). Table 


3-4 provides an overview of future developments within the vicinity of the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


Table 3-4: City of Timmins - Planned Capital Works 


Project Title Year  


Project Details 


Project 


Status 


Connecting 


Link 


Program 


2016 Segment 14: 


Porcupine River 


Bridge and 


Porcupine River 


Bridge to Ontario 


Northland Rail 


(ONR) Crossing 


A connecting link is a municipal road or bridge 


system that connects two ends of a provincial 


highway through a community. The City of 


Timmins has a designated connecting link and is 


eligible for provincial funding (from MTO) to help 


cover the cost of construction or rehabilitation. 


Timmins' Connecting Link is one of the largest in 


the province, including just over 21 km of 


Planned,   


Porcupine 


River Bridge 


(2027) and 


Porcupine 


River Bridge 


to ONR 


Crossing 


(2031)  


General Project Location: Proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station 
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Recreational Amenities 


The 2014 integrated Culture, Tourism and Recreation Master Plan (CTR Master Plan) is an “overarching framework 


to guide the implementation of three individual master plans for culture, tourism and recreation in a manner 


which bolsters partnerships and investment in infrastructure, programming, opportunities and services for the 


development of each sector locally” (Page 7). The aligned recreation objectives of this plan are: 


• To increase public awareness of recreation programs, services, opportunities, events and tournaments in 


the City through community based knowledge and information sharing tools; 


• To promote physical activity as a way of life and quality of life through programming and education of 


target groups; 


• To adopt a social development approach to program development and service delivery which recognizes 


recreation as a means to address issues of poverty alleviation and social inequality; 


• To leverage investment in new and existing facilities for enhanced utilization and revenue generation; 


and, 


• To enhance opportunities for sport tourism through the development of modern recreation amenities for 


extended as well as regional tournament hosting. 


It is acknowledged that the City of Timmins is updating their CTR Master Plan, to guide the future direction in 


planning recreational, cultural, and tourism facilities, programs and services. Council reviewed the draft plan on 


June 19, 2023, and the City is preparing for a public open house at a future date at the time of writing this report. 


Gannett Fleming will continue to monitor the progress/development of this plan.  


Zoning 


Under the City of Timmins Zoning By-Law 2011-7100, lands at the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station are zoned 


as Residential First Density (NA-R1) (see Figure 3-8). 


  


Project Title Year  


Project Details 


Project 


Status 


highway, and runs from Kamiskotia Road to the 


Porcupine ONR Crossing. 


• The City started rehabilitating the 


Connecting Link in 2016 by completing a 


preliminary design that divided the 


roadway into 14 segments. In addition to 


full-depth reconstruction of the roadway, 


construction can include replacement of 


underground services like water, sanitary 


sewer and storm sewer, pole relocation, 


illumination at intersections, traffic 


signals, curbs and sidewalks. 
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Figure 3-8: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Zoning By-law 


3.3.3 Cultural Heritage 


Based on the results of the background research and field review, there are no known or potential BHRs or CHLs 


identified in the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP Study Area. The Study Area does not feature any 


structures or areas believed to have CHVI. 


3.3.4 Archaeology 


According to the background research, no previous report details fieldwork within 50 metres of the Study Area. 


In Ontario, information concerning archaeological sites is stored in the Ontario Archaeological Sites Database 


(OASD) maintained by the MCM. This database contains archaeological sites registered within the Borden system. 


Under the Borden system, Canada has been divided into grid blocks based on latitude and longitude. A Borden 


block is approximately 13 kilometres east to west, and approximately 18.5 kilometres north to south. Each Borden 


block is referenced by a four-letter designator, and sites within a block are numbered sequentially as they are 


found. The Study Area under review is located in Borden block DcHg. 


According to the OASD, no previously registered archaeological sites are located within one kilometre of the 


Study Area (MCM 2023). 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Study Area meets the following criteria indicative of archaeological 


potential, as per S & G, Section 1.3.1: 


• Well-drained soils 


The property inspection confirmed that the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Study Area exhibits evidence of 


disturbance in the existing facilities on site, the surrounding twentieth-century development, and evidence of 


General Project Location: Proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station 
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artificial drainage. Undeveloped lands within the project components exhibit low archaeological potential due to 


poor drainage.  


Forested lands east of the railway north of Highway 101/King Street retain archaeological potential and will 


require Stage 2 test pit survey if impacted by the project designs. 


3.3.5 Noise and Vibration 


Existing Sensitive Receptors 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine station site is bounded by Falcon Street to the north, Falcon Street and Gervais 


Street North to the west, King Street (Highway 101) to the south and an existing rail to the east. There are 


residential neighbourhoods beyond in all directions. 


The closest residential receptors to the site are summarized in Table 3-5 below and shown in Figure 3-9. 


Receptor 1 (located to the north) and Receptor 2 (located to the south) are the closest to both the station and 


railway operations near the station.  Meeting the guidelines at these receptors would mean that the guidelines 


would also be met at the other nearby receptors due to increased setback distance and/or higher ambient sound 


levels. 


Table 3-5: Sensitive Receptors 


Receptor Description 


R1 Low-rise Residential 


R2 Low-rise Residential 


As per the applicable protocols and guidelines, the sound levels for the station operation noise analysis are to be 


evaluated at both the facades of a sensitive receptor during the daytime and nighttime and at the outdoor living 


areas during the daytime and evening periods. The outdoor living area could be any location on a receptor’s 


property within 30m from a façade. Depending on the receptors, the outdoor point of reception is often the most 


critical during the daytime and evening periods.  


As the NPR trains operate only during the nighttime period (23:00 - 7:00 hours), the sound levels from train 


operations are evaluated at the plane of a window of the receptors. 


Existing Noise and Vibration Levels 


Road traffic noise dominates the existing sound levels as the existing rail traffic is relatively insignificant and not 


present at all during the nighttime. Existing average annual daily traffic (AADT) provided by the City of Timmins 


and Ministry of Transportation are summarized in Table 3-6 below.  


Table 3-6: Roadway Traffic Volumes 


Road Year AADT Speed (km/h) 


King Street 2023 7,020 50 


Gervais Street North 2023 960 40 


Falcon Street 2023 240 50 


 


The existing sound levels at the receptors are summarized in the Table 3-7 below. 
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Table 3-7: Existing Sound Levels 


Receptor 
Existing Sound Levels 


Daytime (dBA Leq,16hr) Nighttime (dBA Leq,8hr)  


R1 50 44 


R2 50 43 


Ambient vibration levels at the exiting receptors are expected to be insignificant as the exiting rail is currently not 


in use during the nighttime period. During the daytime, railway traffic is limited as the line terminates within the 


study area and railway traffic would otherwise be very infrequent and operate at low speeds.   


Figure 3-9: Representative Sensitive Receptors Near Timmins-Porcupine Station 
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3.3.6 Traffic 


[NTD: to be populated in subsequent version of EPR, once assessment is complete] 


3.3.7 Soil & Groundwater 


[NTD: to be included in in subsequent version of EPR] 
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4.0 IMPACT ASSESSMENT 


4.1 Updated Study Area 


A conservative Study Area was previously established for purpose of existing conditions data as part of the TRPAP. 


Based on the conceptual design information available at the time of preparing this report, the Study Area for the 


impact assessment phase was refined to the area shown in Figure 2-1 for purposes of assessing potential effects. 


4.2 Methodology 


A five-step process was followed in order to assess potential impacts associated with the Project as follows: 


• Step 1 – Identify potential effects (positive and negative) resulting from the construction and/or operation 


of the Project infrastructure; 


• Step 2 – Establish avoidance/mitigation/compensation measures to eliminate or minimize potential 


negative effects (as required); 


• Step 3 – Summarize net effects (i.e., residual effects after applying avoidance/mitigation measures); 


• Step 4 – Carry out consultation with stakeholders/regulatory authorities; update impact assessment 


results and/or proposed mitigation measures as appropriate; and,  


• Step 5 – Document impact assessment results. 


Potential environmental impacts were generally be characterized as follows: 


Table 4-1: Types of Potential Effects 


Potential Effect Description/Examples 


Operations and 


Maintenance Effects  


• Potential permanent displacement or loss of existing resources/features due 


to implementation and operation of the physical project infrastructure 


components (e.g., operation of new station). 


Construction Effects • Potential short-term effects (e.g., disruption/disturbance) due to 


construction activities associated with the Project (e.g., construction of 


station infrastructure). 


4.3 Impact Assessment Criteria 


The following criteria was established for the purposes of evaluating potential effects associated with the Project. 


Table 4-2: Impact Assessment Criteria 


Environmental Factor Criteria 


Natural Environment • Potential effects on vegetation communities; 


• Potential effects on wildlife and wildlife habitat; 


• Potential effects on SAR and their habitat; 


• Potential effects on wetlands; 


• Potential effects on fish and fish habitat; and, 


• Consideration of other relevant matters of provincial interest relating to the 


natural environment (e.g., Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI). 


Land Use and Socio-


Economic 
• Potential effects on existing land use;  
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Environmental Factor Criteria 


 • Potential effects on planned land use; 


• Potential effects on sensitive facilities (i.e., hospitals, schools, community 


landmarks, child-care centres, and long-term care centres); 


• Potential effects on active transportation routes; 


• Potential effects on pedestrian trails; and, 


• Potential effects on parks/open spaces/natural areas. 


Cultural Heritage 


 
• Potential effects on built heritage resources; and, 


• Potential effects on cultural heritage landscapes. 


Archaeology 


 
• Potential effects on archaeological sites/resources. 


Noise and Vibration 


 
• Potential noise and vibration effects during construction.  


Traffic • Potential temporary traffic impacts during construction; and, 


• Potential permanent traffic impacts (e.g., increased traffic Volume, altered 


traffic patterns and flow, congestion, changes in public transportation 


usage). 


Stormwater 


Management/Drainage  
• Potential impacts to existing drainage. 


Utilities  • Type and extent of utility conflicts.  


Soil & Groundwater  • Potential effects on soil and groundwater during construction. 


 


4.4 Natural Environment  


Table 4-3 below provides a summary of the key project components/activities, potential effects, mitigation 


measures, and proposed monitoring activities associated with the Project. 


4.4.1 Terrestrial Features & Habitat 


4.4.1.1 Vegetation Communities 


Effects to vegetation and vegetation communities include a permanent removal of 0.8 ha of natural vegetation. 


ELC communities that will be impacted include cultural meadow (CUM1-1; 0.74 ha) and a mineral meadow marsh 


inclusion (MAM2; 0.06 ha). None of these vegetation communities are considered sensitive or rare and the 


communities reflect the historic anthropogenic influence (i.e., this area has been cleared in the past). Effects to 


trees will be limited to the removal of open grown trees within the cultural meadow. Effects will also occur to 


herbaceous and shrubby vegetation. 


Operational activity may result in an increase of invasive plant species dispersal. 


Construction effects such as silt or sedimentation in areas of retained vegetation communities may occur during 


site grading operations and construction of the proposed infrastructure. Increased traffic during construction may 


result in an increase of invasive plant species dispersal to retained vegetation communities. 
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4.4.1.2 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 


The proposed work is adjacent to and within foraging and nesting habitat for several species listed under the 


Migratory Birds Convention Act.  Operations and maintenance effects to bird habitat are anticipated and 


permanent habitat loss is proposed. The footprint impacts may decrease the available nesting habitat for breeding 


birds and available cover for mammals and insects. For breeding birds specifically, reduction of the available 


habitat may result in the loss of nesting territories or the amount of food available, with the net result being a 


reduction in brood success. 


Permanent alteration to habitat due to decreased connectivity and fragmentation across the Study Area may 


occur. However, the development footprint is located on the edge of higher quality/more naturalized areas and 


likely provides very little connectivity to surrounding natural areas. 


Increased periodic noise related to operation of the passenger rail and use of the Timmins Station may deter and 


interrupt wildlife such as large mammals (deer), small mammals (rodents, racoons, etc.), and birds. Increased 


vehicular and train traffic has the potential to increase collision related wildlife mortality. 


Equipment noise during construction may deter and interrupt wildlife such as large mammals (deer), small 


mammals (rodents, raccoons, etc.) birds, amphibians, and reptiles. Increased vehicular traffic will be present during 


construction and may cause vehicular related mortality. Increased noise related to construction traffic may 


discourage the use by migratory bird species. 


Mitigation of effects to wildlife and wildlife habitat includes the implementation of the following measures: 


• Retention of as much of the vegetation communities as possible. 


• Any wildlife incidentally encountered during construction and operation activities will not be knowingly 


harmed and will be allowed to passively move out of the work area, where possible. 


• Use previously disturbed/paved areas or cultural/manicured areas for construction laydown and staging 


to the extent possible. 


• Clearly delineate work areas using erosion fencing, or similar barrier, to avoid accidental intrusion into 


wildlife habitat. This fencing will also serve to exclude wildlife from entering the work area. 


• No vegetation removal should occur between April 1 and August 30 of any given year to protect birds 


afforded protection under the Migratory Birds and Convention Act (MBCA). 


• If vegetation removal must be undertaken from April 1 to August 30, a nest survey must be conducted 


prior to clearing by a qualified avian biologist to identify and locate active nests of species covered by the 


MBCA. 


• If the work/disturbance areas are changed and trees that are part of a wooded community require 


pruning or removal, a further screening should be completed. 


4.4.2 Aquatic Features & Habitat 


Alterations to surface water in the Study Area are limited to the drainage feature which conveys stormwater. 


Works are proposed approximately 400 m from aquatic habitat of Bob’s Lake; however, best management 


practices and a robust ESC plan will minimize risk of indirect impact. Otherwise, no additional mitigation measures 


are recommended. 


No effects to fish and fish habitat are anticipated. The drainage feature within the Study Area does not provide 


fish habitat as it appears to convey stormwater during rain events. Works are proposed approximately 400 m from 


aquatic habitat of Bob’s Lake. Best management practices and a robust ESC plan will minimize risk of indirect 


impact. Otherwise, no additional mitigation measures are recommended. 
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4.4.3 Species at Risk 


No SAR or SAR habitat was documented within the Study Area. Therefore, no mitigation measures have been 


proposed. 


4.5 Land Use and Socio-Economic 


Table 4-4 below provides a summary of the key project components/activities, potential effects, mitigation 


measures, and proposed monitoring activities associated with the Project. 


4.5.1 Operations and Maintenance Effects 


Recreational Amenities  


Since the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is proposed on a vacant lot owned by Ontario Northland, no 


impacts are anticipated to the sidewalks that extend along King Street and Gervais Street North, nor are impacts 


anticipated to the Whitney Multipurpose Court and baseball diamond (also referred to as Whitney Park) given the 


proximity to the proposed station.  


There is an existing snowmobile trail1 that traverses the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station site, therefore the 


route will no longer be able to connect through the station site and across King Street before continuing along 


Gervais Street South once the new station is built. Ontario Northland will consult with the local snowmobile club 


to determine any required mitigation or offset measures as it relates to the snowmobile trail route.   


Sensitive Facilities 


There are no sensitive facilities within 100 metres of the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station and no impacts are 


anticipated. 


4.5.2 Planned Land Use 


Crown Land Use 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is within a Crown Land Use Policy Area, known as the Timmins 


Porcupine Urban Area (ID: G1819). Since all development is permitted within the Timmins Porcupine Urban Area if 


such land use is approved in an Official Plan or Zoning By-law, there are no anticipated adverse effects on crown 


land use. 


Official Plan Designations 


Under the City of Timmins Official Plan (OP) Schedule A, lands at the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station are 


largely designated as Neighbourhood Area, with a small portion of the south end of the site designated as 


Employment Area. The Neighbourhood Area generally permits residential uses, limited commercial uses, home 


based businesses, and limited institutional and public services. While Employment Areas are “primarily designed to 


provide for a diverse range of employment opportunities for the present and future residents of the City” (Section 


3.2.1).  


It is interpreted that the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station will be permitted within these land use 


designations, as “other public utilities and municipal services, infrastructure and facilities are permitted in all land-


use designations” (Section 2.6.9). Per the OP (Page 106), infrastructure is defined as: 


• “means physical structures (facilities and corridors) that form the foundation for development. 


Infrastructure includes: sewage and water systems, septage treatment systems, waste management 


 
1 The exiting snowmobile trail is owned and operated by Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs. 
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systems, electric power generation and transmission, communications/telecommunications, transit and 


transportation corridors and facilities, oil and gas pipelines and associated facilities.” 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is within the Mineral Development designation, per the OP Schedule B. 


Mineral Development Zones are areas which have geophysical and geochemical properties that are conducive to 


mineral exploration and where mining development and mineral extraction will occur and have a greater 


likelihood of success (Section 2.9.2). In areas of mineral potential, development that would preclude the 


establishment of new operations or access to these resources will only be permitted if: 


i) the resource use would not be feasible; or 


ii) the proposed land use or development serves a greater long term public interest (e.g., existing 


designated urban areas); and, 


iii) issues that have a potential negative impact on public health, public safety and on the environment are 


addressed. 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is intended to service a greater long term public interest by supporting 


a reliable transportation service that connects Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, therefore, it is in keeping with 


the policies outlined in Section 2.9.2 of the OP. 


Lastly, the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is within 1 km of a Mine Hazard feature, per OP Schedule C. 


Therefore, consultation with the City of Timmins during detail design may be required in order to determine if the 


proposed station will require a review from the City’s Engineering Department. 


Based on the discussion above, there are no anticipated adverse effects on land use. 


Future Developments 


Per the City of Timmins Connecting Link Program, Segment 14: Porcupine River Bridge and Porcupine River Bridge 


to Ontario Northland Rail Crossing is planned for construction between 2027 and 2031. Given that construction 


completion for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is planned for May 2026, it is not anticipated that these 


works will have adverse effects on future developments. Ontario Northland will continue to consult with the City 


of Timmins on an ongoing basis to determine progress of the Connecting Link Program and any implications for 


the station post construction. 


Recreational Amenities 


A recommendation in the Recreation Master Plan Update (dated May 2023) includes the expansion of the existing 


skateboard park at Whitney Park to provide more variety of amenities for users and to appeal to a broader range 


of uses (e.g., skateboarding, BMX biking, inline skating, scootering, etc.). Given that expansion of amenities is 


anticipated to occur within the lands designated for Whitney Park, it is not anticipated that the proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station will have adverse effects on planned recreational amenities. Ontario Northland will 


continue to consult with the City of Timmins on an ongoing basis to determine progress of any expansions at 


Whitney Park and any implications for the station post construction. 


Zoning 


Under the City of Timmins Zoning By-Law 2011-7100, lands at the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station are zoned 


as Residential First Density (NA-R1). NA-R1 permits the following uses: bed and breakfast, garden suite, group 


home, home based business, mobile home, single detached dwelling and accessory uses, building and structures. 


Recognizing that the existing use of the site is vacant, the presence of the Station is not anticipated to impact 


planned land uses in the area. Instead, the proposed infrastructure seeks to facilitate public transit ridership. 


Additionally, the OP promotes public utilities and municipal services, infrastructure and facilities on all lands within 


the City of Timmins (as discussed above). 
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4.5.3 Construction Effects 


Construction activities are outlined in Section 2.6. Potential socio-economic effects associated with construction 


are anticipated to be short term in duration, relating largely to noise/vibration, air quality, temporary traffic effects, 


construction staging areas and visual disturbances. Ontario Northland will ensure that local businesses and 


property owners are aware of construction scheduling and staging options will be developed to minimize 


potential effects on local access and travel patterns as much as possible. These effects are anticipated to cease 


once construction has finished. 


To address nuisance effects, the following mitigation measures and protocols will be implemented as appropriate 


during construction activities: 


• Proper fencing should be erected around all work areas prior to commencement of any earth moving, 


clearing or construction activities in order to prevent encroachment on adjacent properties. Fencing 


should remain for the duration of the work and be periodically inspected to ensure it is in good repair.  


• An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan will be developed in accordance with the Ministry of the 


Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) Stormwater Management Planning and Design Manual 


(2003), and the guidelines of the Conservation Authority having jurisdiction. 


• Erosion and sediment control monitoring to be conducted. 


• Develop and implement a Communications and Compliments Protocol, which will indicate how and when 


surrounding property owners and residents will be informed of anticipated upcoming construction works, 


including work at night, if any. 


• Develop and implement a Complaints and Compliments Protocol to respond to complaints from 


surrounding residents that may arise during construction. 


• There is also potential for temporary construction phase impacts on land uses in the vicinity of 


construction sites and temporary access disruption. Therefore, the following mitigation measures will be 


adhered to: 


o Provide well connected, clearly delineated, and appropriately signed walkways and cycling route 


options, with clearly marked detours where required. 


o Provide temporary lighting and wayfinding signs and cues for navigation around the construction 


site. 


o Develop and implement a plan to reduce the effects of light pollution. 


o Access to businesses during working hours will be maintained, where feasible. Where regular 


access cannot be maintained, alternative access and signage will be provided. 


The following monitoring activities will also be undertaken during the construction phase: 


• Temporary access paths, walkways, snowmobile routes and fencing will be monitored. 


• Document and report to Ontario Northland on the number of complaints and compliments received and 


resolution of complaints and compliments received. 


4.6 Cultural Heritage 


Based on the background research and field review, there are no known or potential BHRs or CHLs identified in 


the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP Study Area. A summary of Cultural Heritage impacts, mitigation 


measures and future work commitments is presented in Table 4-5 below. 
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4.6.1 Operations and Maintenance Effects 


As no known or potential BHRs or CHLs were identified in the Timmins-Porcupine Station Study Area, there are no 


potential Operations and Maintenance effects to BHRs and CHLs as part of this impact assessment. Therefore, no 


mitigation measures have been proposed. 


4.6.2 Construction Effects 


As no known or potential BHRs or CHLs were identified in the Timmins-Porcupine Station Study Area, there are no 


potential Construction effects to BHRs and CHLs as part of this impact assessment. Therefore, no mitigation 


measures have been proposed. 


4.7 Archaeology 


Based on review and field review, the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station does not retain any archaeological 


potential. Table 4-6 below provides a summary of the key project components/activities, and proposed 


monitoring activities associated with the Project. 


4.7.1 Operations and Maintenance Effects 


The Timmins-Porcupine Station, including the land that may be required for future construction of a Bus Storage 


and Maintenance Facility, does not retain archaeological potential on account of deep and extensive land 


disturbance or permanently saturated. These lands do not require further archaeological assessment and 


therefore, no mitigation measures have been proposed. 


4.7.2 Construction Effects 


The Timmins-Porcupine Station, including the land that may be required for future construction of a Bus Storage 


and Maintenance Facility, does not retain archaeological potential on account of deep and extensive land 


disturbance. These lands do not require further archaeological assessment and therefore, no mitigation measures 


have been proposed. 


4.8 Noise and Vibration 


4.8.1 Operations and Maintenance Effects 


Train Operations Noise Impacts 


As the pre-project nighttime ambient levels are less than 50 dBA Leq, the guideline limit of 50 dBA Leq is used as per 


the MOEE/GO Noise and Vibration Protocol. Mitigation measures are not required as the project train operations 


do not generate a significant or very significant noise impact.   


Station Operations Noise Impacts 


Due to the anticipated noise from the idling buses and the close setback to the subject site, there is an 8 dB and a 


5 dB impact anticipated at Receptor 1 during the evening and nighttime, respectively2. The noise at Receptor 2 is 


much lower due to increased distance to the bus terminal/buses as well as some shielding provided by the station 


building itself. As a result, mitigation measures should be considered. Mitigation measures could include noise 


barrier, alternative bus terminal design, or operational controls that may limit the number of buses using the station 


at any given time. The exact mitigation strategy will be confirmed during the detailed design phase when more 


detailed information is available, and the noise assessment will be updated accordingly. It is expected that the 


 
2 The predicted sound levels at Receptor 1 are 53 dBA Leq,1hr (with reference to 45 dBA Leq,1hr limit) and 50 dBA 


Leq,1hr (with reference to 45 dBA Leq,1hr limit) during the evening and nighttime, respectively. 
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station can be designed and operated to comply with the NPC-300 criteria using readily available and practical 


mitigation measures.     


A summary of Noise and Vibration impacts, mitigation measures and future work commitments is presented in 


Table 4-7 below. 


Operations Vibration Impacts 


Receptor 2 is the closest to the tracks and is located more than 60m away. Based on the Federal Transit 


Administration’s (FTA) Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, the vibration levels at this receptor 


are predicted to be approximately 0.06 mm/s. Due to the larger setback distance, vibration levels at all other 


nearby receptors would also be lower than 0.14 mm/s. Vibration mitigation measures are not 


recommended/required as the vibration levels are predicted to be below the limit of 0.14 mm/s per the MOEE/GO 


Transit protocol.  


4.8.2 Construction Effects 


Construction Noise Impacts 


Construction is inherently a noisier than usual activity. As MECP does not enforce construction noise and vibration 


limits, construction-related items are typically addressed through the local by-laws.  Efforts will be made to follow 


the by-law requirements and minimize inconvenience to the public.  


To limit the impacts of construction noise, some general mitigation measures and approaches that should be 


considered and employed are as follows: 


• Construction equipment noise levels should be in compliance with the limits set in NPC-115 and NPC-118. 


• Construction activity on site should adhere to local municipal noise by-laws, wherever possible and 


practical.  


• Ensure the equipment operates within specifications and ensure that modifications have not been made 


to the equipment’s silencing or noise reducing features (such as access panels.). 


• Construction equipment should consider using broadband backup alarms rather than their tonal 


counterparts. Tonal backup alarms can be considered a nuisance.   


• The tailgate banging of dump trucks and other impulsive noises should be managed to reduce noise 


propagation. Ensuring smooth surfaces throughout the construction zones will help reduce these types of 


noises. 


• Schedule noisy activities during the day wherever possible. 


• Connect equipment to permanent power wherever possible and minimise the use of portable generators. 


• Provide clear communication to surrounding residents on upcoming noisy activities and their duration.  If 


nighttime construction is proposed, the details of such construction should be clearly communicated to 


nearby residences and institutions.  This communication will allow some preparation of the nearby 


residents for periods of expected noise. 


• The tailgate banging of dump trucks and other impulsive noises should be managed to reduce noise 


propagation. Ensuring smooth surfaces throughout the construction zones will help reduce these types of 


noises. 


• Establish a Communications Protocol and a Complaints and Compliments Protocol to respond to issues 


that may arise during construction. 
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A summary of Noise and Vibration impacts, mitigation measures and future work commitments is presented in 


Table 4-7 below. 


Construction Vibration Impacts 


Similar to noise, MECP does not enforce construction vibration limits at the nearby receptors. Once details of 


construction methods and equipment are known, it is recommended that a construction vibration assessment be 


completed during detailed design to confirm vibration levels, and to minimize, mitigate, and/or monitor 


construction vibration. 


The following are general mitigation measures recommended for the construction activities to reduce the impacts 


of construction vibration: 


• Advance notice of timing and duration of construction activity should be provided to nearby businesses 


and residences when construction activity is likely to occur during periods of nighttime work. 


• Schedule vibration intensive activities during the daytime periods wherever possible. 


• The speed of construction equipment in general should be limited, as fast-moving tracked equipment has 


been shown to produce significant vibration levels.  


• If hydraulic breakers and vibratory compactors are used, consideration should be given to using lower 


settings on these types of equipment when operating in close proximity to structures and buildings.   


• Avoid high vibration equipment such as impact or vibratory pile drivers, where possible. 


• Where possible, smaller breakers or jackhammers should be used.  


• Similar to noise, bumps or inconsistencies in the surface can generate higher vibration levels as heavy 


equipment travels over. Maintaining smooth surfaces would minimize vibration levels from such activity. 


• Establish a Communications Protocol and a Complaints and Compliments Protocol to respond to issues 


that develop during construction. 


A summary of Noise and Vibration impacts, mitigation measures and future work commitments is presented in 


Table 4-7 below. 


4.9 Traffic 


[NTD: Traffic assessment currently underway, therefore results will be provided within a subsequent draft of the 


EPR] 


4.10 Stormwater Management/Drainage 


The proposed works will result in increases to impervious areas, with potential effects to water quantity and 


quality. In addition to the increases in impervious coverage, there may be alterations to the local drainage system, 


both overland (major drainage system) and storm sewers (minor drainage system).  [NTD – mitigation to be 


documented (if required), once SWM assessment has been completed, this work was pending at the time of 


writing this Draft EPR] 


4.11 Utilities 


[NTD: Utilities assessment currently underway, therefore results will be provided within a subsequent draft of the 


EPR] 


 







Environmental Project Report 


Draft 


April 9, 2024 


 


 


|  62 


Hydro One 


4.12 Soil & Groundwater 


A Soil and Excavated Materials Management Plan shall be developed by the contractor to address the handling, 


management, treatment, reuse, storage, monitoring and disposal of soil and excavated materials (i.e., soil, fill, rock 


and solid Hazardous Waste and non-Hazardous Waste, including Contamination) that may be generated or 


encountered during construction.  


Prior to construction, the Project should adhere to the Excess Soil Reuse Planning requirements under Ontario 


Regulation 406/19, On-Site and Excess Soil Management. Additional chemical testing may be required based on 


the volume of soil to be removed during the Project.  


A Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan shall be developed by the contractor to guide the handling, 


management, and disposal of groundwater encountered during construction. 
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4.13 Summary of Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


4.13.1 Natural Environment 


Table 4-3: Natural Environment Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 


• Operations and 


Maintenance 


• Incidental encounters of wildlife. 


 


• Allow incidentally encountered wildlife to passively move out of the 


work area. 


 


• While no SAR vegetation was observed, nuts or other seeds may 


be dispersed by wildlife. Educate personnel with respect to 


seedling identification. 


• Construction • Loss of vegetation.  • Vegetation removal should be minimized where possible. 


• Any post-construction planting and landscaping efforts should 


include native vegetation species that are consistent with the current 


vegetation communities (i.e., native grasses and pollinator plants) 


and contribute to wildlife habitat.  


• Use previously disturbed/paved areas or cultural/manicured areas for 


construction laydown and staging to the extent possible. 


• The health and success of any planted or revegetated areas 


should be confirmed post construction and documented 


through a site visit. 


• Increased silt or sedimentation of 


retained vegetation communities. 


• Develop and implement an erosion and sediment control plan; 


control access and movement of equipment and people; 


designate areas for equipment storage; minimize the area and 


duration of soil exposure; control erosion, sedimentation, and 


nutrient inputs through use of best management practices. 


• ESC measures are to remain in place until vegetation is 


confirmed to be established (through a site visit) and/or soils are 


stabilized. 


• Disturbance of wildlife species due 


to increased noise produced by 


clearing/grading or general 


construction. 


• Initiate construction during the late/fall winter if possible to avoid 


disturbing sensitive species. 


• Vegetation clearing to occur outside of the breeding bird window 


of April 1-August 31. Should tree clearing be required during the 


breeding bird window a nest sweep will be completed by a 


qualified biologist prior to vegetation removal.  


• Allow incidentally encountered wildlife during construction to 


passively move out of the work area. 


• Delineate all work areas using erosion fencing or similar barriers to 


avoid incidental intrusion into any adjacent wildlife habitat. 


• No monitoring or future work commitments have been 


identified at this time. 
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4.13.2 Land Use & Socio-Economic 


Table 4-4: Land Use & Socio-Economic Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations 


and 


Maintenance 


 


• Minor land use 


conflicts 


• Property 


requirements/acqui


sition (permanent 


and temporary) 


• Disruption to 


recreational 


amenities  


• Further coordination (which may include a series of meetings, discussions, and 


agreements) with the City of Timmins and other property owners (if applicable) will 


be undertaken during detailed design to finalize design details and minimize 


conflicts on adjacent uses.   


• Further coordination with City of Timmins during detailed design will be undertaken 


to confirm requirements for an encroachment agreement, and all 


approvals/agreements will be obtained prior to construction. 


• Specific property requirements will be confirmed during detailed design, as 


applicable. Where access to property is required, ongoing consultation with affected 


landowners will help identify appropriate site-specific mitigation measures.  


• Consult with the local snowmobile club to determine any required mitigation or 


offset measures as it relates to the snowmobile trail route.   


• Consult with the City of Timmins  to determine progress of the 


Connecting Link Program and any implications for the station post 


construction. 


• Consult with the City of Timmins to determine progress of any 


expansions at Whitney Park and any implications for the station post 


construction. 


• Construction • Temporary land use 


and access 


disruption  


• Nuisance effects 


from construction 


activities 


• Potential temporary 


road closures 


• Select staging/laydown areas that minimize adverse effects to sensitive receivers. 


• Implement the Mitigation measures related to potential nuisance effects as outlined 


in the Traffic and Noise and Vibration commitment tables. 


• Develop a community notification protocol for Ontario Northland review and 


approval which will indicate how and when surrounding property owners and 


tenants will be informed of anticipated upcoming construction works, including 


work at night, if any. 


• Provide well connected, clearly delineated, and appropriately signed walkways and 


snowmobile route options, with clearly marked detours where required. 


• Provide temporary lighting and wayfinding signs and cues for navigation around the 


construction site. 


• Access to residents and businesses during working hours will be maintained, where 


feasible. Where regular access cannot be maintained, alternative access and signage 


will be provided. 


• Ensure that proper fencing is erected prior to any earth moving, clearing or 


construction in order to prevent encroachment.  


• Develop a Construction Management Plan and Traffic Management Plan prior to 


construction and circulate to City of Timmins/road authorities for review and input. 


• Carry out additional consultation during the detailed design and 


construction phases to ensure that local businesses and properties 


owners are aware of construction scheduling and that staging 


options can be developed to minimize impacts to local access and 


travel to the extent possible.  


• Temporary access paths, walkways, snowmobile routes and fencing 


should be monitored. 


• Develop and implement a Complaints and Compliments Protocol to 


respond to complaints from surrounding residents that may arise 


during construction. 
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4.13.3 Cultural Heritage 


Table 4-5: Cultural Heritage Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


 


4.13.4 Archaeology 


Table 4-6: Archaeology Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations and Maintenance 


• Construction 


• No potential effects as no BHRs or CHLs were 


identified. 


• No mitigation measures are required. • Monitoring and/or future work commitments are not 


required. 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations and Maintenance 


• Construction  


• No potential for the disturbance 


of unassessed or documented 


archaeological resources. 


• The Timmins Station study area lands as assessed during the TRPAP do not require 


further archaeological assessment. 


• All work shall be performed in accordance with Applicable Law, including but not 


limited to the Ontario Heritage Act, the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 


(MCM), formerly the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries 


(MHSTCI) Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (2011), and the 


MCM document, Engaging Aboriginal Communities in Archaeology: A Draft Bulletin 


for Consultant Archaeologists in Ontario (2011). 


• In the event that archaeological materials are encountered or suspected of being 


encountered during construction, all work will cease. The location of the findspot 


should be protected from impact by employing a buffer in accordance with 


requirements of the MCM. A professionally licensed archaeologist will be consulted 


to complete the assessment. If materials are confirmed to possess cultural heritage 


value/interest then they will be reported to the MCM, and further Archaeological 


Assessment of the materials may be required. If it is determined that there is a 


potential for Indigenous artifacts, the Contracting Authority should be contacted and 


Applicable Law will be followed.   


• If final limits of the Project footprint are altered and fall outside of the assessed study 


area, additional Archaeological Assessments will be conducted by a professionally 


licensed archaeologist prior to disturbance and prior to construction activities. This 


will include completing all required Archaeological Assessments resulting from the 


Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment (Stage 2, Stage 3 and Stage 4, as required) as 


early as possible, prior to the completion of design, and in advance of any ground 


disturbance. 


• If human remains are encountered or suspected of being encountered during project 


work, all activities must cease immediately and the local police/coroner as well as the 


Bereavement Authority of Ontario on behalf of the Ministry of Government and 


Consumer Services must be contacted. Archaeological investigations of human 


remains will not proceed until police have confirmed the remains are not subject to 


forensic investigation. Once human remains have been cleared of police concern, the 


MCM will also be notified to ensure that the site is not subject to unlicensed 


alterations which would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. If the human 


• Any site personnel responsible 


for carrying out or overseeing 


land-disturbing activities will be 


informed of their responsibilities 


in the event that an 


archaeological resource is 


encountered. 


• Further Archaeological 


Assessment (beyond those 


studies completed as part of the 


TRPAP) may identify the need for 


monitoring during construction. 
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Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


remains are determined to be of Indigenous origin, the Contracting Authority should 


be contacted and all Applicable Law must be adhered to. 


• All Archaeological Assessment findings (post TRPAP) will be shared with ONTC and 


Indigenous communities (as applicable). 


• The Constructor will develop and implement an Archaeological Risk Management 


Plan that addresses any recommendations resulting from Archaeological 


Assessments and documents all protocols for the discovery of human remains and 


undocumented archaeological resources. The Archaeological Risk Management Plan 


shall be amended to incorporate any additional actions required resulting from 


subsequent Archaeological Assessment Reports (as applicable).  
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4.13.5 Noise & Vibration 


Table 4-7: Noise & Vibration Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 


• Operations and 


Maintenance 


• Environmental noise may cause 


annoyance and, disturb sleep 


and other activities. 


• All ancillary facilities, including 


station and bus terminal are to 


comply with NPC-300.   


• Mitigation measures should be considered. Mitigation measures could include noise barrier, 


alternative bus terminal design, or operational controls that may limit the number of buses using 


the station at any given time. The exact mitigation strategy will be confirmed during the detailed 


design phase when more detailed information is available, and the noise assessment will be 


updated accordingly. It is expected that the station can be designed and operated to comply 


with the NPC-300 criteria using readily available and practical mitigation measures.     


• Select mechanical and electrical equipment with the intent of minimizing sound levels and 


meeting NPC-300 criteria.   


• Complete regular maintenance 


inspections and implement corrective 


measures wherever needed to minimize 


noise and vibration. 


• Construction Noise • Construction noise may cause 


annoyance and, disturb sleep 


and other activities. 


• Construction equipment noise levels should be in compliance with the limits set in NPC-115 and 


NPC-118. 


• Construction activity on site should adhere to local municipal noise by-laws, wherever possible 


and practical. 


• Ensure the equipment continues to operate within specifications and ensure that modifications 


have not been made to the equipment’s silencing or noise reducing features (such as access 


panels.). 


• Construction equipment should consider using broadband backup alarms rather than their tonal 


counterparts. Tonal backup alarms can be considered a nuisance.   


• The tailgate banging of dump trucks and other impulsive noises should be managed to reduce 


noise propagation. Ensuring smooth surfaces throughout the construction zones will help reduce 


these types of noises. 


• Schedule noisy activities during the day wherever possible. 


• Connect equipment to permanent power wherever possible and minimize the use of portable 


generators. 


• Provide clear communication to surrounding residents on upcoming noisy activities and their 


duration.  If nighttime construction is proposed, the details of such construction should be 


clearly communicated to nearby residences and institutions.  This communication will allow 


some preparation of the nearby residents for periods of expected noise. 


• The tailgate banging of dump trucks and other impulsive noises should be managed to reduce 


noise propagation. Ensuring smooth surfaces throughout the construction zones will help reduce 


these types of noises. 


• Develop and implement a Complaints and 


Compliments Protocol to respond to 


complaints from surrounding residents 


that may arise during construction. 


• Construction 


Vibration 


• Construction vibration may 


cause annoyance and, disturb 


sleep and other activities. 


• Complete a construction vibration assessment during detailed design to confirm vibration levels, 


and to minimize, mitigate, and/or monitor construction vibration. 


• Advance notice of timing and duration of construction activity should be provided to nearby 


businesses and residences when construction activity is likely to occur during periods of 


nighttime work. 


• Schedule vibration intensive activities during the daytime periods wherever possible. 


• The speed of construction equipment in general should be limited, as fast-moving tracked 


equipment has been shown to produce significant vibration levels.  


• If hydraulic breakers and vibratory compactors are used, consideration should be given to using 


lower settings on these types of equipment when operating in close proximity to structures and 


buildings.   


• Avoid high vibration equipment such as impact or vibratory pile drivers.   


• Develop and implement a Complaints and 


Compliments Protocol to respond to 


complaints from surrounding residents 


that may arise during construction.  
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4.13.6 Traffic 


Table 4-8: Traffic Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


  


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


• Where possible, smaller breakers or jackhammers should be used.  


• Similar to noise, bumps or inconsistencies in the surface can generate higher vibration levels as 


heavy equipment travels over.  Maintaining smooth surfaces would minimize vibration levels 


from such activity. 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations and Maintenance 


 


NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table 


will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable 


based on study results 


NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table will 


be populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable based 


on study results 


NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table will be 


populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable based on 


study results 


• Construction NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table 


will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable 


based on study results 


NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table will be 


populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable based on 


study results 


NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table will be 


populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable based on 


study results 
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4.13.7 Stormwater Management/Drainage 


Table 4-9: Stormwater Management/Drainage Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring 


  


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations and Maintenance 


 


NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, 


therefore table will be populated in next version of EPR, 


as/if applicable based on study results 


NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, 


therefore table will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if 


applicable based on study results 


NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, 


therefore table will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if 


applicable based on study results 


• Construction NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, 


therefore table will be populated in next version of EPR, 


as/if applicable based on study results 


NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, 


therefore table will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if 


applicable based on study results 


NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, therefore 


table will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable 


based on study results 
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4.13.8 Utilities 


Table 4-10: Utility Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations and Maintenance 


 


• Future Utility Maintainability (NTD – if applicable 


– to be confirmed through pending utility 


assessment work) 


• Where new utility crossings are proposed, application 


for a new utility crossing agreement will be required. 


Where modifications to an existing utility crossing 


takes place, updates to an existing utility crossing will 


be needed.  (NTD -if applicable – to be confirmed 


through pending utility assessment work) 


• Post- construction inspections of the new utility 


infrastructure shall be undertaken for applicable works 


upon completion of the construction works to 


document condition. (NTD -if applicable – to be 


confirmed through pending utility assessment work) 


• Construction of station and 


ancillary components 


• Spatial utility conflicts 


• Utility serviceability effects due to design 


requirements and construction 


• Where feasible, all work shall follow applicable 


standards / policies provided by the public and 


private utility providers. 


• Coordinate construction scheduling, as required 


• During detailed design, develop and implement a 


detailed Utility Infrastructure Relocation Plan that 


identifies all utilities anticipated to be impacted by 


the construction works, all relevant utility agencies 


and authorities, and outlines the approach to the 


utility relocation process.  


• During detailed design, additional investigations and 


surveys will be performed to field locate and verify 


the existing utilities within the project area and 


document their condition. 


• Undertake pre-submission consultation with the 


relevant regulatory authorities to develop an early 


approach to securing the permits and approvals for 


utility infrastructure works to ensure they proceed in 


a timely manner to support the design and 


construction schedule.  


• In the event unexpected utility conflicts are 


encountered during construction, these will be 


documented and communicated immediately to 


ONTC and all relevant stakeholders. A field conflict 


resolution process will be implemented to mitigate 


the conflict and will include input from all relevant 


stakeholders.  ONTC will be notified at the first 


indication of a delay to their relocation schedule due 


to the unknown conflict. ONTC will review the impact 


of the delay on the overall utility relocation plan. 


• In the event of damage resulting in service 


interruptions during construction, the damage will be 


reported immediately to ONTC and Utility Owner 


representatives, and all work adjacent to the 


damaged utility will stop to prevent further damage. 


• Perform inspection and testing to ensure successful 


utility relocation and safe and efficient installation. 


• A post- construction inspection of the new utility 


infrastructure (if applicable) may be required upon 


completion of the construction works to document 


condition.  


• In the event of potential impacts to critical utilities, 


instrumentation and monitoring will be carried out to 


protect the critical utilities and structures and reduce 


risks of damage due to construction activities. 


• Post- construction inspections of any new utility 


infrastructure shall be undertaken for applicable works 


upon completion of the construction works to 


document condition. 
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Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


• Perform all work identified in the Utility Infrastructure 


Relocation Plan to protect, support, safeguard, 


remove, and relocate all Utility Infrastructure. 


• Obtain permits and consents from and with all Utility 


Companies with respect to the design, construction, 


installation, servicing, operation, repair, preservation, 


relocation, and or commissioning of Utility 


Infrastructure. 


• During construction, ensure minimizing impact to the 


Train Service Plans and to continuity of service and 


disruption to property owners and customers of the 


Utility Companies to the satisfaction of the Utility 


Companies and ONTC, as applicable. 







Environmental Project Report 


Draft 


April 9, 2024 


 


 


|  69 


Hydro One 


4.13.9 Soil & Groundwater 


Table 4-11: Soil & Groundwater Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 


Construction of station and ancillary 


components  


• Construction of the stations will generate excess 


soil. The excess soil must be managed 


appropriately and adhere to the requirements 


under Ontario Regulation 406/19.  


• Adhering to the O. Reg. 406/19 may require 


additional soil sampling to match the frequency set 


out in the Rules for Soil and Excess Soil Quality 


Standards MECP document. The frequency of the soil 


sampling will be based on the volume of soil to be 


removed from the Project.   


• Excess Soil Reuse Planning (in accordance with O. Reg. 


406/19 and its associated Soil Rules) shall be 


conducted prior to construction. The management of 


the excess soil may depend on the Contractor’s 


selection of receiving sites for the excess soil. 


• If the filing of a Notice for the Project Area is required 


in the Excess Soil Registry based on O. Reg. 406/19, 


the Contractor shall file and update the Notice(s) in the 


Registry per O. Reg. 406/19 


• as required, for each Project Area, source site and 


receiver site within the Lands. 


• An Excess Soil Destination Assessment Report shall be 


prepared for the planned destination of the soil 


removed from the Project. During construction, a 


tracking system for the volume and location of the 


excess soil shall be developed and implemented to 


properly track where the excess soil will be at final 


placement.  


• Any backfill material which may be brought to the site 


to replace contaminated soil must meet the current 


application MECP standard for proposed future land 


use and the information will be properly documented 


for future risk management perspective. 


• If soil remediation is required during the works, 


confirmatory sampling will be conducted from the 


walls and floor of the excavation limits to ensure the 


clean-up result meets the current application MECP 


standard for proposed future land use. 


• The contractor must ensure that the excavated 


contaminated soils will be transported to a MECP 


approved waste receiving facility for off-site disposal. 


• Construction of station and 


ancillary components 


• Construction activities could expose 


contaminated materials and/or result in the 


spreading of contaminated materials. 


• Develop a Soil and Excavated Materials Management 


Plan for the handling, management and disposal of 


all excavated material (i.e., soil, rock and waste) that 


is generated or encountered during the work. The 


plan will be overseen by a Qualified Person pursuant 


to Ontario Regulation 153/04 under the 


Environmental Protection Act (QP) and will comply 


with Ontario Regulation 406/19 (On-Site and Excess 


Soil Management - enacted into law on July 1, 2020), 


the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 


Parks (MECP), formerly the Ministry of the 


Environment and Climate Change (MOECC)’s 


• Upon completion of the work, the Contractor will 


submit a Soil and Excavated Material Management 


Implementation Report to ONTC. 
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Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Management of Excess Soils: A Guide for Best 


Management Practices (April 2019, as amended), and 


all Applicable Law. The plan will describe how to 


address the management of the excavated materials, 


imported materials, contaminated materials, and 


impacted railway ties, including handling, 


transportation, testing, documentation and reuse and 


disposal of excavated materials generated as part of 


the works and in accordance with applicable 


regulatory requirements and the Project Agreement, 


as applicable.  


• Non-soil materials, including railway bedding, railway 


ties, or ballast materials encountered during the 


earthworks will also require waste classification as 


documented by testing where applicable to 


determine management and disposal requirements 


as per Ontario Regulation 347 (as amended) and all 


Applicable Law. 


• The Soil and Excavated Materials Management Plan 


will be reviewed and approved by ONTC prior to 


construction.  


• Construction of station and 


ancillary components 


• Construction activities may generate excess 


groundwater. Applicable permits may be 


required and will need to be approved prior to 


construction. 


• Develop a Groundwater Management and 


Dewatering Plan to guide the handling, 


management, and disposal of groundwater 


encountered during the works. The Groundwater 


Management and Dewatering Plan will be overseen 


by a QP and will comply with all applicable 


regulations including 64/16 and 387/04, as amended 


under the Ontario Water Resources Act.  


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


will set out how the Contractor will address the 


management of excess water, groundwater, 


stormwater, surface water, construction process 


water and dewatering effluent generated by the 


Project, and will describe the handling, transfer, 


testing, monitoring, disposal of groundwater  


generated as part of the works and in accordance 


with applicable regulatory requirements.  


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


will outline general groundwater monitoring 


considerations during the works and provide 


guidance for groundwater monitoring following the 


works where considered applicable.  


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


will describe the anticipated groundwater quantity 


and dewatering Zone of Influence that will be 


• Upon completion of the work, the Constructor will 


submit a Groundwater Management and Dewatering 


Implementation Report to the ONTC. 
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Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


encountered during the works, and if approvals are 


needed for the water taking, such as a Permit to Take 


Water (PTTW) or an Environmental Activity Sector 


Registry (EASR) from the MECP.  


• The Contractor shall be responsible for obtaining all 


relevant approvals for water taking, such as PTTW 


and EASR.  


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


will describe the storage, transfer, and disposal and 


or treatment of the groundwater collected during the 


works, and approvals for the water disposal, and/or 


treatment if applicable, based on the quantity and 


quality.   


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


will be reviewed and approved by ONTC prior to 


construction.   
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5.0 PUBLIC AND STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 


5.1 Consultation & Engagement Strategy 


5.1.1 Stakeholder Engagement Methods & Activities 


5.1.1.1 Stakeholder Contact List 


A Master Stakeholder Contact list was developed at the outset of the TRPAP that includes the following:  


• Review Agencies  


o Federal  


o Provincial  


• Conservation Authorities 


• Indigenous Communities and Organizations 


• Members of Provincial Parliament  


• Municipalities 


o Municipal Officials 


o Municipal Staff 


• Public 


• Property Owners  


• Utility Companies 


• Other: 


o Business/Economic Development Organizations 


o Community Associations and Resident Groups 


o Interest Groups and Other Stakeholders 


The contact list contains the names, addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses of individuals and 


organizations so they can receive project updates and other notifications throughout the TRPAP. This list was kept 


up to date on a regular basis throughout the project to reflect changes in contact information and/or 


new/additional people that are added to the list (e.g., Public Information Centre attendees, people who have 


expressed an interest in the project or submitted comments, replacement contact identified, etc.).   


5.1.1.2 Project E-mail Address 


A dedicated e-mail address has been established and maintained for the project as a mechanism for interested 


stakeholders to contact the Project Team and/or submit comments and questions during the TRPAP. All 


comments and responses delivered through the project e-mail address have been logged and tracked as part of 


the Consultation Record (contained in Appendix G). 


5.1.1.3 Project Notices 


Notifications in the form of newspaper notices/advertisements, letters, e-mails, website postings, etc. will be 


circulated to the public as well as distributed directly those listed on the Stakeholder Contact List at various stages 


of the project. Notices will also be posted on the Project website. Formal notices will include but may not be 


limited to the following: 


• Initial e-blast communication 


• Notice of Public Information Centre #1;   
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• Notice of Public Information Centre #2;   


• Notice of Commencement;  


• Notice of Completion; and, 


• Statement of Completion. 


In terms of newspaper advertisements, a list of local newspapers have been identified in accordance with O. Reg. 


231/08 (if/as applicable) for the purposes of ad placement. It should be noted that online/web-based versions of 


newspaper publications are also available. 


Social Media 


Social media (Facebook, LinkedIn, etc.) was used to share and promote project information (e.g., promote 


invitations to PICs).  


5.1.1.4 French Translation 


An area that is identified as a French Designated Areas (FDA) under the French Language Services Act requires 


services to be provided by government agencies in French. All Ontario government agencies, including public 


bodies such as Ontario Northland, are subject to this Act. French language services was carried out as part of the 


project, as part of the consultation activities, as the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station falls within the District of 


Cochrane (All)3.  


5.1.2 Summary of Online Engagement 


Digital engagement tools were employed as part of a comprehensive and accessible TRPAP consultation program. 


This allowed interested and affected stakeholders to receive information and project updates, as well as submit 


comments and questions directly to the Project Team. A website was used as part of online engagement in order 


to notify stakeholders and the public of updates and public meetings, provide key project information, and 


provide a mechanism for receiving stakeholder comments and feedback, as described below: 


• Brief overview of the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project; 


• The advertisements for the Notice of Commencement, Notice of Completion, Public Meeting #1, and 


Public Meeting #2; 


• Materials presented during the PIC #1 Meeting 


• Materials presented during the PIC #2, including: 


• PIC #1 Summary Report;  


• PIC #2 Summary Report; and,  


• A direct link to the Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP feedback page. 


5.2 Pre-Planning Phase Consultation 


Ontario Northland carried out a number of engagement activities as part of the pre-planning phase of the TRPAP 


(i.e., the phase of the project where planning, design and environmental studies are undertaken prior to the 


Notice of Commencement is issued).   


 
3 French Designated Areas in Ontario: https://files.ontario.ca/ofa_designated_areas_map_en.pdf  
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5.2.1 Public Consultation 


5.2.1.1 Community Connection Event – September 2023 


Social Media 


Advertisements promoting the event were also shared through Ontario Northland’s website, Facebook, and 


LinkedIn accounts. Copies of these social media postings are included in Appendix G.  


Event Overview 


On September 29, 2023, Ontario Northland hosted a Community Connection Event where members of the City of 


Timmins where able to drop in on their leisure to obtain information about ongoing Ontario Northland initiatives, 


including the Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


Figure 5-1: Timmins Community Connection Event, September 29, 2023 


Display Boards/Panels 


Informational presentation slides were presented during the public meeting on TV screens that covering the 


following content: 


• Northlander Project introduction; 


• Overview of the Timmins-Porcupine Station; 


• Environmental Assessment process; 







Environmental Project Report 


Draft 


April 9, 2024 


 


 


|  68 


Hydro One 


• Preliminary EA Study Area; 


• Overview of Environmental Project Reporting components; 


• Overview of the technical and environmental studies processes; and, 


• How to provide feedback. 


A copy of the slides are contained in Appendix G. 


5.2.1.2 Public Information Centre #1 


E-Mail/Letter Correspondence 


Ontario Northland sent out invitations to Public Meeting #1 via e-mails and letters to individuals identified on the 


Project’s Stakeholder Contact List as well as residents in nearby neighbourhoods. Each e-mail/letter provided an 


overview of the proposed infrastructure and included a key map. A description of the upcoming public meeting 


was provided which detailed the location, date and time of the meeting. Instructions were provided on how the 


recipient could contact the Project Teams to receive further information and participate in the consultation 


process. 


A sample copy of this e-mail/letter correspondence is included in Appendix G. 


Newspaper Advertisements 


This Notice ran during the week of March 4, 2024, in newspapers selected to cover a large extent of the project 


study area. Table 5-1 lists the newspapers where the notice was published in both English and French, and the 


respective dates that they were featured.   


Table 5-1: Summary of PIC #1 Advertisements 


Publication Dates Published 


Timmins Daily Press • March 9, 2024 


Timmins Times  • March 7, 2024 


 


Social Media 


Advertisements promoting the PIC were also shared through Ontario Northland’s website and Facebook accounts. 


Copies of these social media postings are included in Appendix G. 


Event Overview 


The first round of public meetings was intended to: 


• Provide an initial overview of the TRPAP, project timelines, scope of the EA studies, and station 


infrastructure requirements; 


• Address any preliminary comments; and, 


• Obtain feedback to improve the implementation of the project. 


The Pre-Planning Phase public meeting was held on March 14, 2024 and was held as a drop-in open house format 


from 11:00AM to 2:00PM and 4:00PM to 7:00 PM.  The location for the public meeting was chosen based on the 


proposed siting of the Timmins-Porcupine Station, All The venue was accessible, and display boards were placed 


in areas that were also accessible. The public meeting sessions included attendance by Project Team staff to share 


information, discuss the project and answer participant’s questions. 
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Figure 5-2: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP Public Information Centre #1, March 14, 2024 


Display Boards/Panels 


Informational Display Boards presented project information. 22 display boards were presented during the public 


meeting on digital screens, including a land acknowledgement board. In addition, select panels were also printed 


and displayed at the venue. 


Comment sheets (see Appendix G) were provided to all attendees as the primary mechanism for submitting 


comments and feedback on the project, and a summary report was prepared to document the sessions (see 


Appendix G). This report outlined how stakeholders were engaged prior to and during meetings, how and what 


content was presented, meeting attendance, and the types of feedback that was received. 


The public meeting information/content included the following: 


• Welcome; 


• Land Acknowledgement; 


• NPR Project background and introduction; 


• O. Reg. 231/08 steps/process; 


• Overview and scope of the TRPAP; 


• TRPAP Study Area; 


• Overview of the technical and environmental studies; 


• Existing environmental conditions; 


• Overview of proposed Timmins Station infrastructure; 


• Information/graphics of Station concept design layout; and, 


• Next steps/how to provide feedback. 
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A copy of the display boards/panels are contained in Appendix G. 


Roll Plan 


A roll plan was used to display the Timmins Station conceptual design layout. Participants were able to view the 


roll plan and provide comments. A copy of the roll plan is provided in Appendix G. 


Summary of Public Meeting 


The following summarizes the types of comments and feedback that were received at the PIC. 


General  


• Support for Northlander Passenger Rail Service. Most participants were supportive of the Timmins-


Porcupine Station and planned reinstated rail service. During the meeting, participants were interested in 


learning about anticipated project and construction timelines. 


Noise and Vibration  


• Whistle cessation. Many participants noted that train whistles at crossings are disruptive and urged 


Ontario Northland to consider whistle cessation at crossings. 


• Noise and vibration studies. Some participants were interested in learning about potential noise and  


vibration impacts, particularly those living near existing rail corridor. Other participants expressed 


concerns about potential noise and vibration impacts due to the planned service.  


Services at the Station 


• Parcel pick-up and drop-off. A few participants inquired about the time the station would be open for 


parcel pick-up and drop-off services.  


• Luggage space. A participant asked if there will be a limit to the amount of space/items a passenger can 


bring on board. 


• Seating on board. A participant asked about available seating while on board the night-time service. 


• Train Service Times. Participants inquired about the frequency of the service and the train arrival and 


departure times from the Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


Snowmobile Trail  


• Relocation of snowmobile trail. Participants inquired about the current snowmobile trail being 


relocated. 


• Use of snowmobiles. Participants noted the volume of snowmobiles that use trails within the community 


is large and has an impact on the roadways. 


Station Safety & Security 


• Security. Participants inquired about the types of security measures Ontario Northland intends to provide 


at the Timmins-Porcupine Station. A number of participants raised concerns regarding the Timmins-


Porcupine Station becoming a location for the homeless. 


• Staff at station. Participants inquired if the station will be opened 24-7 and staffed. 


• Children playing. A number of participants noted that children currently play on or near the tracks and 


raised a concern for their safety. A participant suggested that Ontario Northland promote rail safety to the 


public and potentially reach out to area schools.. 


• Fences on rail corridor. A participant noted that there are no fences surrounding the rail corridor.  


Integration with Other Transit Providers  
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• Northlander service integration with other transit providers. A few participants asked how municipal 


transit and Ontario Northland buses would integrate with the Timmins-Porcupine Station to pick-up and 


drop-off passengers.  


• Use of current Timmins Municipal Bus Station. Participants inquired about the current downtown bus 


station remaining in use. 


Other Comments 


• Location of Timmins-Porcupine Station. Some participations inquired as to what other alternative 


locations were considered for the proposed station. 


• Decommissioned tracks. Participations noted that the tracks south of King Street are decommissioned 


and are now being used as a trail for residents. 


• Property impacts due to proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. Property owners asked questions 


about potential impacts on their properties.  


• Next Public Meeting. Participants inquired when the next public meeting would be held in their 


community. 


• Other considerations and suggestions from participants included: 


o Provide a natural barrier to minimize noise, light and visual disturbances; 


o Ensure station is in keeping with the characteristics of the area; 


o Increase available parking at station; 


o Keep station clean as to avoid attraction of bears; and, 


o Reinstate stop at Porquis Junction. 


A copy of the PIC #1 Summary Report is provided in Appendix G [NTD under development].  
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5.2.2 Indigenous Communities & Organizations Engagement 


• Ontario Northland meets with Indigenous Leaders from the James Bay Coast regularly.  


• Information about PIC #1 was distributed to Indigenous stakeholders.  


• Meetings with Indigenous stakeholders continue to be held throughout the Northlander service territory.  


o The Northlander project was discussed at a meeting held in November 2023. 


o A subsequent meeting is planned in May 2024. 


5.2.3 Review Agency Consultation 


[NTD – to be populated within next update of EPR]  


In December 2023, Ontario Northland circulated an email introducing the Timmins-Porcupine Station project to all 


review agencies and stakeholders on the master contact list to inform them of the project commencing, that 


environmental and engineering studies were underway, and to advise that future announcements would be 


forthcoming regarding opportunities to provide feedback on the project.   


5.2.3.1 Federal 


 


5.2.3.2 Provincial 


 


5.2.3.3 Municipal – City of Timmins 


Meeting on January 24th, 2024 


During this meeting, Ontario Northland provided a general overview of the Project, environmental assessment 


process, anticipated technical studies, conceptual site layout, station elements, permits and approvals, expected 


timeline, upcoming public meetings, and introduced the Project Team.  


A discussion occurred regarding traffic circulation in and out of the station for vehicles, construction equipment, 


and buses. A question was raised regarding how snow storage and removal will be addressed on site. Ontario 


Northland responded that this is to be further reviewed as design progresses and discussed during a future 


meeting. The City of Timmins inquired as to where PIC #1 will be hosted, to which Ontario Northland responded 


that the PIC will be hosted at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 287 at 46 Legion Drive, South Porcupine, ON, P0N 


1H0. The meeting concluded with Ontario Northland stating that data will be requested from the City of Timmins 


to assist with progressing the station design and technical studies.   


5.2.3.4 Elected Officials 


 


 


5.2.3.5 Conservation Authorities 


 


 


5.2.3.6 Other Stakeholders 


 


5.2.4 Summary of Review Agency Comments Received 


[NTD – to be populate, once available, within next version of EPR]  
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5.2.5 Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) Circulation 


[NTD – section to be fully populated within next update of EPR, based on comments received from various 


stakeholders and Indigenous Communities on the Draft EPR]  


As part of seeking comments and feedback on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) prior to issuing the 


Notice of Commencement, a copy of the complete Draft EPR, including copies of all XX Draft EPR supporting 


documents (included as EPR Appendices) was circulated to over XX Indigenous Communities and Organizations, 


federal, provincial, municipal review agencies on and between XXX, 2024, and XXX, 2024. A cover letter was 


included in each Draft EPR package, which included background information on the Project, a description of the 


EPR Chapters and Appendices, contact information, and described how comments could be submitted to the 


Project Team. 


The complete list of review agencies and Indigenous communities who received a copy of the Draft EPR has been 


provided in Table 5-3. A sample copy of the cover letter can be found in Appendix G, along with a copy of the 


email which was sent to each contact. 


Table 5-2: List of Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Review Agencies who Received the Draft EPR for Review 


Community/Agency Date of Issuance 


 •  


 •  


The Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Review Agencies were asked to provide comments no later 


than XXX, 2024. Approximately XX Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Review Agencies provided 


comments on the Draft EPR. Each comment/question was responded to via detailed comment/response tables 


that were prepared and submitted back to each Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Review 


Agencies. Table 5-3 to Table 5-8 below contain each comment (verbatim) submitted by each specific review 


Indigenous Community and Organization, and Review Agency as well as how the comment was considered and 


responded to by Ontario Northland.  


The following Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Review Agencies confirmed receipt of the Draft 


EPR and advised that they had no comments at the time: 


• TBD 
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5.2.5.1 Indigenous Communities & Organizations Comments Received on Draft EPR  


Table 5-3: Indigenous Communities & Organizations Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Indigenous Community or Organization How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


    


    


    


 


 


5.2.5.2 Federal Review Agency Comments Received on Draft EPR 


Table 5-4: Federal Review Agency Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


    


    


    


 


5.2.5.3 Provincial Review Agency Comments Received on Draft EPR 


Table 5-5: Provincial Review Agency Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


    


    


    


 


5.2.5.4 Municipal Review Agency Comments Received on Draft EPR 


Table 5-6: Municipal Review Agency Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 
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Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


 


5.2.5.5 Conservation Authority Review Agency Comments Received on Draft EPR 


Table 5-7: Conservation Authority Review Agency Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


    


    


    


 


5.2.5.6 Other Comments Received on Draft EPR 


Table 5-8: Other Review Agency Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


    


    


    


 


 







Environmental Project Report 


Draft 


April 9, 2024 


  


 


|  73 


Hydro One 


5.3 TRPAP Phase Consultation 


[NTD – to be populated within next update of EPR, following issuance of Notice of Commencement]  


5.3.1 Notice of Commencement 


In accordance with Section 7 of O. Reg. 231/08, the TRPAP commenced on XXX, 2024, with the issuance of the 


Notice of Commencement. The Notice of Commencement was published on several days in XXX; newspapers 


were selected to cover a large extent of the project study area and reach the most readers. Table 5-9 lists the 


newspapers where the notice was published and the respective dates that they were featured. In addition, the 


notice included the following information: 


• The name (Ontario Northland) and address of the Proponent; 


• A description of Timmins-Porcupine Station Project; 


• A statement that the TRPAP is being undertaken as an assessment of the environmental impacts 


associated with the project, as required under the Environmental Assessment Act; 


• A map showing the project extent, and; 


• Information on how to obtain information on the preliminary work done by Ontario Northland. 


A copy of Notice of Commencement can be found in Appendix G. 


Newspaper Advertisements 


A Notice of Commencement ad was published during the weeks of XXX and XXX, 2024, in newspapers selected to 


cover a large extent of the project study area. Table 5-9 lists the newspapers where the notice was published and 


the respective dates that they were featured, both online and within the actual hardcopy newspaper.   


Table 5-9: Summary of Publication Dates of Notice of Commencement Advertisements 


Publication Dates Published 


Timmins Daily Press •  


•  


Timmins Times  •  


•  


5.3.2 Public Consultation 


5.3.2.1 Public Information Centre #2 


[NTD – to be populated within next update of EPR, following PIC #2] 


A second round of public meetings was held following the Notice of Commencement. The following section 


summarizes the consultation efforts undertaken as part of the second round of public meetings as well as the 


types of feedback that was received and how it was considered by Ontario Northland. 


E-mail/Letter Correspondence 


 


Newspaper Advertisements 


 


Event Overview 
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Display Boards/Panels 


 


Roll Plan 


 


Summary of Public Meeting 


 


5.3.3 Indigenous Communities & Organizations Consultation 


[NTD – section to be populated in next version of EPR]  


 


5.3.3.1 Notifications and Correspondence – Indigenous Communities & Organizations 


 


 


5.3.3.2 Summary of Indigenous Communities & Organizations Comments Received 


 


 


5.3.3.3 Meetings with Indigenous Communities & Organizations 


 


5.3.4 Property Owners Consultation 


[NTD – section to be populated in next version of EPR]  


 


5.3.5 Review Agency Consultation 


[NTD – section to be populated in next version of EPR]  


 


5.3.5.1 Federal 


 


 


5.3.5.2 Provincial 


 


 


5.3.5.3 Municipal 


 


 


5.3.5.4 Elected Officials 


 


 


5.3.5.5 Conservation Authorities 


 


 


5.3.5.6 Other Stakeholders 
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5.4 Notice of Completion 


[NTD – to be populated within next version of EPR, following issuance of the Notice of Completion] 


In accordance with Section 11 of O. Reg. 231/08, a Notice of Completion was issued XXX, 2024 upon conclusion of 


the TRPAP period. The Notice provides the public, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, review agencies 


and other stakeholders with information about the project, next steps, how to access the Environmental Project 


Report (EPR) (posted online to the Ontario Northland website: XXX) and how comments may be formally 


submitted on the EPR. The Notice of Completion was published on separate days in the following newspapers 


with circulation in the project study area as summarized in Table 5-10. 


The Notice of Completion includes the following information (a copy of the Notice can be found in Appendix G):  


• Information as to where and how members of the public may examine the Environmental Project Report 


and obtain copies;  


• A description of the objection process, which includes:  


o A statement that there are circumstances which the Minister has authority to require further 


consideration of the transit project, or impose conditions on it, if he or she is of the opinion that:  


• The transit project may have a negative impact on a matter of provincial importance that 


relates to the natural environment or has cultural heritage value or interest; or  


• The transit project may have a negative impact on a constitutionally protected Aboriginal 


or treaty right. 


• A statement that, before exercising the authority referred to above, the Minister is required to consider 


any written objections to the transit project that he or she receives within 30 days after the Notice of 


Completion of the Environmental Project Report is first published. 


Table 5-10: Notice of Completion Newspaper Publications 


Publication Dates Published 


Timmins Daily Press •  


Timmins Times  •  


•  


 


5.5 30-Day Public Review 


[NTD – to be populated within final version of EPR]  


Upon issuing the Notice of Completion, the Final Environmental Project Report (EPR) and Supporting Appendices 


(environmental and technical studies) were made available for 30-day review by stakeholders that included the 


Public (including property owners), Indigenous Communities and Organizations, Review Agencies, and others. 


Specifically, the EPR was posted online to the Ontario Northland website at: XXX. Physical copies of project 


reporting were made available to stakeholders by XXX. All comments and associated responses by Ontario 


Northland are presented within Appendix G. 


During the 30-day public review period, if there are concerns pertaining a negative impact on a matter of 


Provincial importance according to O. Reg. 231/08 that relates to the natural environment or cultural value or 


interest, or on a constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty right, an objection may be submitted to the 


Minister of Environment, Parks and Conservation (the Minister) as outlined in the Notice of Completion. 
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5.6 35-Day Minister’s Review 


[NTD – to be populated within final version of EPR]  


Following the 30-day public review period, the Minister has 35-days to issue one of three notices:  


• Proceed with the Project in accordance with the EPR; or,  


• Proceed with the Project in accordance with the EPR subject to conditions; or,  


• Require the proponent to conduct further work and submit a revised EPR. 
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6.0 COMMITMENTS & FUTURE WORK 


6.1 Implementation of Mitigation & Monitoring Measures 


This section is to be read in conjunction with Section 4.0 of this Environmental Project Report (EPR).  


To ensure that potential adverse environmental effects associated with the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project are 


avoided or mitigated to the extent possible, the following actions will be adhered to by Ontario Northland during 


the subsequent phases of the project:  


• Implement all mitigation & monitoring measures as documented in Section 4.0 of this EPR during the 


detailed design, construction and operational phases of the project;  


• Ensure that all mitigation & monitoring measures and commitments as outlined in this EPR are captured 


in the Contract Documents for implementation by Ontario Northland and/or their Contractor, as 


appropriate; and, 


• Undertake any additional environmental studies and obtain all necessary permits and approvals prior to 


implementation of the undertaking. 


6.2 Permits, Licenses & Approvals 


In addition to carrying out the TRPAP and satisfying the requirements of O. Reg. 231/08 (made under the 


Environmental Assessment Act), there are also a number of other approvals/permits that will be required to 


implement the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project. Ontario Northland (or their Contractor) will: 


• During detailed design, review and confirm all permits, licences and approvals that must be acquired as 


part of implementing the undertaking; and, 


• Obtain all required permits, licences and approvals prior to implementation of the undertaking. 


The following section summarizes the preliminary list of permits and approvals that are anticipated to be required. 


6.2.1 Provincial 


6.2.1.1 MECP - Model Municipal Noise Control Bylaw 


The MECP stipulates limits on noise emissions from individual items of equipment, rather than for overall 


construction noise. In the presence of persistent noise complaints, sound emission standards for the various types 


of construction equipment used on the project should be checked to ensure that they meet the specified limits 


contained in MECP Publication NPC-115 and NPC-118.   


6.2.1.2 MECP - Permit to Take Water 


Environmental Activity Sector Registry (EASR) is required for temporary water takings for volumes between 50,000 


L/day (7.5 lgpm) to 400,000 L/Day (or 73.38 Igpm). Whereas a Permit to Take Water (PTTW) is issued under 


Section 34 of the Ontario Water Resources Act (OWRA) for temporary water takings that exceed the trigger 


threshold of 400,000 L/day (or 73.38 lgpm). The need for dewatering during construction activities will be 


confirmed during detailed design, as will the requirement for a PTTW or EASR. Potential impacts will be assessed 


and strategies for mitigation will be proposed during detailed design as part of the PTTW and/or EASR process, if 


required.  


Should either a PTTW or EASR be required, dewatering and monitoring procedures will be implemented and 


monitored (e.g., pumping rate/volume monitoring, groundwater level monitoring and groundwater discharge 


monitoring). 
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6.2.1.3 MECP - Environmental Compliance Approval(s) 


An Environmental Compliance Approvals (ECA) for stormwater works/drainage, noise and/or air emissions will be 


obtained, if required, for each of the Station site prior to construction. 


6.2.1.4 MECP - Ontario Water Resources Act 


For any private water supply wells that are identified as being located within the property boundaries of the 


proposed station, a well survey will be conducted during detailed design to verify if the wells are actually present. 


If present, these wells and any others identified as part of detailed design should be decommissioned in 


accordance with Ontario Regulation 903 prior to commencement of any construction activities. 


6.2.1.5 MECP - Clean Water Act 


Ontario’s Clean Water Act provides a basic framework for protecting drinking water supplies in the province. This 


involves identifying and assessing risks to the quality and quantity of drinking water sources to determine which 


risks are significant; developing a source protection plan to establish how the risks will be addressed; and 


implementing the plan through land use planning and regulatory mechanisms or voluntary initiatives.  


A Preliminary Soil and Groundwater Characterization Report was conducted to characterize the soil and 


groundwater conditions at the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. Refer to Section 4.12 for further detail. 


With respect to wellhead protection areas and Source Water Protection regulations, these policies will be reviewed 


in detail as part of the final design phase to confirm their applicability to project works. At the time of writing this 


EPR, in terms of project construction activities, it is acknowledged that there is potential for spills other hazardous 


materials to occur during fueling of construction equipment or other construction activities, which may affect 


groundwater quality. Therefore, mitigation and commitments to address these effects are outlined in Section 


6.3.6. 


6.2.1.6 MECP - Endangered Species Act 


When potential impacts to Species at Risk are confirmed at detail design, options for reducing or mitigating the 


impacts to these species will be evaluated, including the implementation of additional timing restrictions. The 


MECP is responsible for administering the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Under this Act, certain activities within 


regulated habitat, or which involve species at risk, require authorizations and approvals from the MECP (as per 


Ontario Regulation 242/08). With regard to the Timmins-Porcupine Station project, no SAR were identified; 


therefore, permits under the ESA are not anticipated. 


6.2.1.7 Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 


The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) supports the MECP’s administration of the ESA as the host 


agency of the Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC). The NHIC manages data concerning the location of 


species of conservation concern, plant communities, wildlife concentration areas, and natural areas in Ontario. The 


Centre also assigns conservation status ranks to species, plant communities and wildlife concentration areas. 


These ranks are then used by the province, national organizations and international organizations to help assign 


legal statuses and other conservation designations. 


In this context, Ontario Northland (or their Contractor) will further engage with MNRF/NHIC staff as a component 


of identifying and securing SAR registrations and approvals (as required, and if necessary). 


6.2.1.8 Forestry Act 


Compliance with the provincial Forestry Act may be required in limited instances where trees are planted or 


removed on the boundary between two lands (i.e., lands that are Ontario Northland owned and lands that are not 
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Ontario Northland owned). The requirements of the Forestry Act will be further reviewed in relation to the Project 


as part of detailed design. 


6.2.1.9 Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 


The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) is responsible for overseeing all approvals related to the 


Ontario Heritage Act, which generally include:  


• Sign-off on proposed archaeological assessment documentation; and 


• Should any heritage attributes be removed or demolished as part of the Timmins-Porcupine Station 


undertaking, approval from the MCM will be required. 


6.2.1.10 Ministry of Transportation 


Permits will be required from the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) prior to any work taking place within or 


adjacent to the MTO Highway right-of-way (ROW). MTO encroachment permits are also required for any 


investigation or survey work within the ROW prior to construction.  


Continued coordination with MTO will be undertaken as throughout detailed design and construction as required, 


particularly when any modifications are proposed within MTO’s ROW. 


6.2.2 Municipal – City of Timmins 


A range of municipal permits and approvals may be required for the Project, particularly as they pertain to 


municipally owned lands and infrastructure. Ontario Northland may obtain required permits and approvals. 


However, Ontario Northland as a Crown Agency of the Province of Ontario is exempt from certain municipal 


processes and requirements. In these instances, Ontario will engage with the City of Timmins to incorporate 


municipal requirements as a best practice, where practical, and may obtain associated permits and approvals, such 


as: 


• Building Permit; 


• Site Plan Control; and, 


• Street Occupancy Permit. 


Ontario Northland will consult with the City of Timmins during detailed design to address impacts, if any, to 


municipal water, sanitary, and storm sewer systems. Ontario Northland shall continue to communicate and engage 


with the City of Timmins during detailed design and construction planning to address municipal concerns. 


6.3 General Commitments 


6.3.1 Property 


Ontario Northland will proceed with property acquisition as follows:  


• Based on the detailed design, confirm locations where temporary/permanent easements/property 


acquisition will be required prior to project construction; 


• Obtain all easements/property acquisitions from public/private property owners that are required to 


implement the project in accordance with Ontario Northland’s property acquisition process; and, 


• Obtain encroachment agreement from the City of Timmins, as required. 
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6.3.2 Construction Management Plans 


Construction Management Plans will be developed and implemented during the detailed design phase and 


implemented as part of construction, taking into consideration applicable legislation as appropriate. Construction 


Management Plan(s) will be made available to the City of Timmins prior to implementation. 


6.3.3 Construction Staging Areas 


The locations of construction staging areas will be identified during detailed design. As these areas were unknown 


at the time of preparing this EPR, any potential environmental impacts and mitigation associated with 


construction staging areas have not been assessed. Therefore, any additional mitigation or monitoring measures 


that will be necessary to avoid or offset potential impacts related to the physical footprint and/or construction 


activities to be carried out at construction staging areas will need to be reviewed at the detailed design stage and 


subsequently implemented. Any associated EPR Addendum requirements will also be identified.  


Construction staging areas will be assessed within the Construction Management Plan(s) and will be made 


available to the City of Timmins prior to implementation. 


6.3.4 Construction Air Quality Management Plan 


The Contractor will prepare and submit a Construction Air Quality Management Plan to Ontario Northland prior to 


any construction activities commencing. The Construction Air Quality Management Plan shall include: 


• A description of the activities and conditions with the potential to result in the generation or dispersion of 


airborne particulate matter or other airborne contaminants; 


• A description of potential environmental impacts, nuisance impacts and impacts on human health / safety 


of the contaminants;  


• Identification of all Sensitive Receptors (such as residences, daycares, schools, hospitals, seniors housing) 


within the Construction Air Quality Impact Zone; 


• A list of best practice methods to be implemented by the Contractor for each major Construction Activity 


in order to reduce, control and manage emissions to prevent the discharge of airborne particulate matter 


and other airborne contaminants; and, 


• Mitigation measures, including dust control measures, to reduce air quality impacts. 


6.3.5 Traffic & Control Management Plans 


Ontario Northland (or their Contractor) will coordinate with the City of Timmins and road authorities (such an 


MTO) during detailed design to develop traffic, parking, transit, cycling, snowmobile, and pedestrian management 


strategies prior to commencement of construction to avoid or minimize traffic interference to the extent possible 


during construction. The following will guide the development of Traffic Management Plans: 


• Traffic Control and Management Plan will take into account any trees or vegetation that require proactive 


pruning/injury/removal/clearing due to the high volume of large vehicles that might require more 


clearance.  


• Traffic Control and Management Plan(s) will be developed prior to construction to maintain reasonable 


access through work zones, to the extent possible. 


• Access to nearby land uses will be maintained to the extent possible. Potentially affected residents, 


tenants and business owners will be notified of initial construction schedules, as well as modifications to 


these schedules as they occur. 
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• Potential effects to pedestrian, snowmobile, and cyclist activities during construction will be mitigated 


through the installation of appropriate wayfinding, regulatory, and warning signs. 


Furthermore, the following monitoring activities will be carried out during the construction phase: 


• Traffic impacts to be monitored in accordance with the Traffic Control and Management Plan and 


adjusted as necessary during the construction period.  


• Snowmobile network impacts to be monitored in accordance with the Construction Traffic Control and 


Management Plan and adjusted as necessary during the construction period. 


6.3.6 Spill Prevention & Response Plan 


A Spill Prevention and Response Plan will be prepared prior to commencing construction to govern spill response 


and ensure proper mitigation and notification procedures are in place. In addition, the following measures will be 


adhered to: 


• Ensure spill kits are on-site at all times for implementation in the event of an accidental spill during 


construction; 


• Operate, store and maintain all equipment and associated materials in a manner that prevents the entry of 


any deleterious substance to a waterbody; 


• All mobile equipment will have drip pans installed and refueling will take place no closer than 30 metres 


to any study area watercourses or ditchlines in order to prevent water contamination due to accidental 


fuel spills; 


• Fuel transport will be conducted in compliance with the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act; 


• All necessary precautions shall be implanted to prevent the spillage and release of hazardous materials to 


the environment; 


• All leaks or spills are to be immediately reported to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 


Parks (MECP), Spills Action Centre at 1-800-268-6060; 


• Use shrouding or debris platforms to trap and prevent concrete and other bridge materials from entering 


the watercourse during construction; 


• The station will be fully equipped with spill containment and oil/water separation facilities. In the event on 


an equipment failure, oily water will not escape from the site; 


• Spill cleanup and response equipment will be located on site; 


• Spill decks should be used for transferring products to smaller containers; 


• Fire extinguishers should be located near petroleum, oil and lubricants storage areas; and, 


• Routine inspection of the facilities, including transformer oil should be carried out. 


6.3.7 Erosion & Sediment Control Plan 


The Contractor will prepare and implement an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, detailed drainage design and 


erosion and sediment control drawings in accordance with the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 


Parks (MECP) Stormwater Management Planning and Design Manual (2003), and the guidelines of the 


Conservation Authority having jurisdiction. 


Mitigation measures/commitments that will be implemented in order to reduce or mitigate the potential for 


adverse effects caused by sediment and erosion include:  


• Adhere to relevant guidelines and Environmental Specifications relating to proper sediment and erosion 


controls; 
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• Where temporary storage of the soil is required, the soil will be stored immediately adjacent to the 


excavation site;  


• Topsoil and subsoil will not be mixed nor will topsoil be contaminated with any other material; 


• Silt fencing will be installed around all designated work areas to prevent any offsite transport of sediment;  


• Exposed soils will be hydroseeded within 45 days, both for temporary work areas and final grades;  


• Existing vegetation on embankments shall be maintained as long as possible and exposed areas shall be 


stabilized as soon as possible by seeding and mulching;  


• Appropriate lengths of silt fencing will be installed along the perimeter of minimized, designated work 


areas to limit construction impacts;  


• Design and implement erosion and sediment controls to contain/isolate the construction zones, manage 


site drainage/runoff and prevent erosion of exposed soils and migration of sediment to any watercourses, 


and ensure sites are stabilized prior to removal following construction; and, 


• Stockpiles to be located at a minimum of 30 metres from watercourses and isolated to ensure material 


will not enter any watercourse or ditchline. All stockpiles are to be removed upon completion of the works 


and the site restored, as appropriate. 


6.3.8 Soil and Excavated Materials Management Plan 


A Soil and Excavated Materials Management Plan will be developed for the handling, management and disposal 


of all excavated material (i.e., soil, rock and waste) that is generated or encountered during the work. The plan will 


be overseen by a Qualified Person pursuant to Ontario Regulation 153/04 under the Environmental Protection Act 


(QP) and will comply with Ontario Regulation 406/19 (On-Site and Excess Soil Management), the Ministry of the 


Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), formerly the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change 


(MOECC)’s, Management of Excess Soils: A Guide for Best Management Practices (April 2019, as amended) and all 


Applicable Law. The plan will describe how to address the management of the excavated materials, imported 


materials, contaminated materials, and impacted railway ties, including handling, transportation, testing, 


documentation and reuse and disposal of excavated materials generated as part of the works and in accordance 


with applicable regulatory requirements and the Contract Documents, as applicable. Additional mitigation 


includes: 


• Non-soil materials, including railway bedding, railway ties, or ballast materials encountered during the 


earthworks will also require waste classification as documented by testing where applicable to determine 


management and disposal requirements as per Ontario Regulation 347 (as amended) and all Applicable 


Law; and  


• The Soil and Excavated Materials Management Plan will be reviewed and approved by Ontario Northland 


prior to construction. 


6.3.9 Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


A Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will be developed for the handling, management and disposal 


of groundwater encountered during the works. The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will be 


overseen by a QP and will comply with all appliable regulations including 64/16 and 387/04, as amended under 


the Ontario Water Resources Act. The Plan will encompass mitigation measures, including but not limited to the 


following:  


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will set out how the Contractor will address the 


management of excess water, groundwater, stormwater, surface water, construction process water and 


dewatering effluent generated by the Project, and describe the handling, transfer, testing, monitoring, 
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disposal of groundwater generated as part of the works and in accordance with applicable regulatory 


requirements; 


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will outline general groundwater monitoring 


considerations during the works and provide guidance for groundwater monitoring following the works 


where considered applicable; 


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will describe the anticipated groundwater quantity 


and dewatering Zone of Influence that will be encountered during the works, and if approvals are needed 


for the water taking, such as a Permit to Take Water (PTTW) or an Environmental Activity Sector Registry 


(EASR) from the MECP; 


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will describe the storage, transfer, and disposal and 


or treatment of the groundwater collected during the works, and approvals for the water disposal, and/or 


treatment if applicable, based on the quantity and quality; and, 


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will be reviewed and approved by Ontario Northland 


prior to construction. 


6.3.10 Stormwater Management/Drainage 


[NTD: to be populated in subsequent version of EPR as/if applicable] 


6.4 Natural Environment 


6.4.1 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 


The following measures will be adhered to in the event that disturbance, displacement or mortality of wildlife is 


anticipated as a result of the design or construction of the Project: 


• Prior to construction, investigation of the project footprint for wildlife and wildlife habitat that may have 


established following the completion of previous surveys will be undertaken, as appropriate; 


• If wildlife is encountered, measures will be implemented to avoid destruction, injury, or interference with 


the species, and/or its habitat. For example, construction activities will cease or be reduced and wildlife 


will be encouraged to move offsite and away from the construction area on its own. A qualified biologist 


will be contacted to define the appropriate buffer required from wildlife; and, 


• Onsite inspection will be undertaken to confirm the implementation of the mitigation measures and 


identify corrective actions if required. Corrective actions may include additional site maintenance and 


alteration of activities to minimize impacts. 


6.4.2 Migratory Breeding Birds & Nests 


Where removal of vegetation cannot occur outside of the breeding bird window (late April to late August), 


consultation with Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Canadian Wildlife Service office is required. The 


mitigation measures as outlined in Table 4-3 will be implemented and adhered to.in order to reduce or mitigate 


the potential for adverse effects on birds and their nests. 


6.5 Archaeological Resources 


6.5.1 Previously Undocumented Archaeological Resources 


Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be a new archaeological site 


and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the 
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archaeological resources must cease alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant 


archaeologist to carry out archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. 


6.5.2 Discovery of Human Remains 


If human remains are encountered or suspected of being encountered during project work, all activities must 


cease immediately and the local police/coroner as well as the Bereavement Authority of Ontario on behalf of the 


Ministry of Government and Consumer Services must be contacted. Archaeological investigations of human 


remains will not proceed until police have confirmed the remains are not subject to forensic investigation. Once 


human remains have been cleared of police concern, the MCM will also be notified to ensure that the site is not 


subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. If the human 


remains are determined to be of Indigenous origin, Ontario Northland should be contacted, and all applicable law 


must be adhered to. 


The Cemeteries Act, R.S.O. 1990 c. C.4 and the Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 


(when proclaimed in force) require that any person discovering human remains must notify the police or coroner 


and the Registrar of Cemeteries at the Ministry of Consumer Services. 


6.5.3 Engagement with Indigenous Communities & Organizations 


All Archaeological Assessment findings have been or will be shared with Indigenous communities and 


organizations, as per Ontario Northland’s procedures. 


6.5.4 Further Archaeological Assessment Studies 


Should the proposed work extend beyond the current TRPAP Study Area, further archaeological assessment 


should be conducted to determine the archaeological potential of the surrounding lands. 


6.6 Utilities 


During the detailed design phase, the exact locations and depths of utilities will be determined and the staging 


and relocations approach will be established in discussion with affected utility companies. The following additional 


work will be undertaken as appropriate: 


• Continue to meet with the utility companies to determine risks, timing and the appropriate mitigation 


strategy to address potential conflicts; 


• Confirm utility relocations/protection required based on detailed design and undertake negotiations with 


relevant utility companies, as required; 


• Based on the requirements of each utility company, utilities will be relocated or protected to allow for the 


station construction works; and, 


• Utilities affected by construction will be temporarily relocated (as/if applicable). 


6.7 Property Owner Engagement 


Ontario Northland will continue to engage and communicate with affected property owners beyond TRPAP to 


acquire property easements, as/if required. 


6.8 Indigenous Communities & Organizations Engagement  


[NTD – commitments to be determined in coordination with ONTC]  
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6.9 EPR Addendum Process 


In recognition of the fact that there could be changes to the project design/description following its TRPAP 


completion during detail design and/or construction, Ontario Northland will comply with O. Reg. 231/08 for 


reviewing any changes to the project following completion of the TRPAP. Such changes may result from:  


• Unforeseen site-specific problems encountered only during detail design and/or construction;  


• Improvements in the design to provide greater environmental benefits and/or less adverse effects;  


• Elements of the project that were not previously envisioned;  


• Circumstances that develop at the time of construction; and, 


• Issues identified in other approvals processes; and/or changes to the regulatory framework (i.e., new 


legislation or regulations).  


Ontario Northland will therefore review any changes to the project design/description and determine whether the 


change constitutes either: (1) an Insignificant Change (see Section 9.19.1), or (2) Significant Changes (see Section 


9.19.2).  


The following questions may be applied to the proposed change as part of the review to determine how it should 


be dealt with:  


• Is there a change to what was proposed to be built?  


• Is there a change to where something was to be built?  


Ontario Northland will utilize the responses to these questions to determine how the proposed change will be 


dealt with. For example, in the case where a “Yes” is provided, then Ontario Northland will determine the 


significance of that change in terms of its potential effect on the environment, a stakeholder (including the public), 


and/or a commitment made in the Timmins-Porcupine Station EPR. 


6.9.1 Insignificant Change 


If the significance of the change is determined to be not significant/negligible, in accordance with O. Reg. 231/08, 


Ontario Northland will document the rationale for this decision and keep a record of the EPR addendum/change 


documentation in the project file. The EPR Addendum documentation to be kept on file will contain the following: 


• A description of the change; 


• Reasons for the change; 


• Assessment/evaluation of potential impacts that the change may have on the environment; 


• Description of any proposed mitigation measures for mitigating potential negative impacts on the 


environment due to the change; and, 


• A statement of whether the changes were deemed significant or not and the reasons for this opinion. 


Following this, Ontario Northland would go ahead and implement the change. A Notice of Environmental Project 


Report Addendum will not be required/published.  


6.9.2 Significant Change 


If the significance of the change to the project is deemed to result in an increased potential adverse effect, then it 


would be categorized as a change that will require publishing of a Notice of EPR Addendum, as per O. Reg. 


231/08.  


An EPR Addendum will be prepared containing the following information: 
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• A description of the change; 


• Reasons for the change; 


• Assessment/evaluation of potential impacts that the change may have on the environment; 


• Description of any proposed mitigation measures for mitigating potential negative impacts on the 


environment due to the change; and, 


• A statement of whether the changes were deemed significant or not and the reasons for this opinion. 


In addition, in accordance with O. Reg. 231/08, A Notice of Environmental Project Report Addendum will be 


published and provided to the Director (MECP), Regional Director (MECP), landowners within 30 metres of the 


site/location of the change, Indigenous communities on the Project Mailing List and any other person who may be 


interested in the change.  
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The list below includes Engineering Service Provider (ESP) firms that have 
been prequalified in specific specialties by the Ministry of Transportation to 
provide engineering and related services for ministry projects. 


 
The list is updated on a quarterly basis (January, April, July and October), and 
may not reflect the most current qualifications or ESP firm’s prequalification status 
with the ministry. 


 
ESP prequalification information is maintained by the Qualification Control Section 
for the ministry’s procurement process. The ministry does not prequalify ESPs for 
other organizations or jurisdictions and accepts no responsibility for the external use 
of this listing or for the qualifications and abilities of the Service Providers listed.  
 
For questions related to the ministry’s prequalification of ESPs, please contact: 
qualificationcontrol@ontario.ca. 
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Advanced Traffic Management Systems (ATMS) 


Category 
 
 


ATMS Product, Process and Strategic Development 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
CIMA Canada Inc. LEA Consulting Ltd. 
Parsons Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
 
Central System and Field Controller Software Design 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
Kapsch TrafficCom Canada Inc LEA Consulting Ltd. 
Parsons Inc. Transnomis Solutions Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
Electronic Subsystem Design, Construction Contract Administration, and  
Specialized Inspection Services 
 


Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
CIMA Canada Inc. LEA Consulting Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Parsons Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Bridge Engineering Category 


 
 
Bi-ennial Inspection 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. ART Engineering Inc. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. Associated Engineering (Ont.) Ltd. 
Bridge Check Canada Ltd. Burgess Engineering Inc. 
CIMA Canada Inc. Civil ArSa Engineering Inc. 
D.M. Wills Associates Limited Doug Dixon & Associates Inc. 
ELLIS Engineering Inc. Engineered Management Systems Inc. 
EXP Services Inc. FORZA Corp 
GHD Limited GM BluePlan Engineering Limited 
HAL Group Inc. HP Engineering Inc. 
J.L. Richards & Associates Limited Jewell Engineering Inc. 
K. Smart Associates Limited LEA Consulting Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Orbit Engineering Limited Parsons Inc. 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited 
Safe Roads Engineering Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited Total Bridge Services Inc. 
Towards Sustainable Infrastructures Inc. Tulloch Engineering Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
 
Condition Surveys  
 


ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. Bridge Check Canada Ltd. 
CH2M Hill Canada Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
Doug Dixon & Associates Inc. ELLIS Engineering Inc. 
GHD Limited GIP Construction Engineering Corp. 
HAL Group Inc. HLV2K Engineering Limited 
HP Engineering Inc. Jewell Engineering Inc. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Orbit Engineering Limited Parsons Inc. 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Towards Sustainable Infrastructures Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 
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Design & Evaluation – Complex Structures (multi-span)  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arup Canada Inc. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
B. M. Ross and Associates Limited CH2M Hill Canada Limited 
CIMA Canada Inc. CONSOR Engineers, LLC 
Dillon Consulting Limited Doug Dixon & Associates Inc. 
ELLIS Engineering Inc. Entuitive Corporation 
EXP Services Inc. Fhecor Ingenieros Consultores, S.A 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GHD Limited 
Harbourside Engineering Consultants Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation International Bridge Technologies 
Janssen and Spaans Engineering Canada Inc. Kiewit Engineering Group Canada ULC 
LEA Consulting Ltd. McElhanney Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. PEDELTA CANADA INC 
R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. T.Y. Lin International Canada Inc. 
Total Bridge Services Inc. Towards Sustainable Infrastructures Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
Design & Evaluation – Single Span  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Arup Canada Inc. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. B. M. Ross and Associates Limited 
CH2M Hill Canada Limited CIMA Canada Inc. 
CONSOR Engineers, LLC COWI North America Ltd. 
D.M. Wills Associates Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
Doug Dixon & Associates Inc. ELLIS Engineering Inc. 
Entuitive Corporation EXP Services Inc. 
Fhecor Ingenieros Consultores, S.A FORZA Corp 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GHD Limited 
Harbourside Engineering Consultants Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation HILCON Limited 
International Bridge Technologies J.L. Richards & Associates Limited 
Janssen and Spaans Engineering Canada Inc. Jewell Engineering Inc. 
K. Smart Associates Limited Kiewit Engineering Group Canada ULC 
LEA Consulting Ltd. McElhanney Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. PEDELTA CANADA INC 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. Planmac Engineering Inc. 
R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
Safe Roads Engineering Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
T.Y. Lin International Canada Inc. TBT Engineering Limited 
Total Bridge Services Inc. Towards Sustainable Infrastructures Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Rehabilitation – Cathodic Protection  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. ELLIS Engineering Inc. 
GHD Limited Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Planmac Engineering Inc. R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 


 
 
Rehabilitation – General 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Arup Canada Inc. 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
B. M. Ross and Associates Limited CH2M Hill Canada Limited 
CONSOR Engineers, LLC D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
Dillon Consulting Limited Doug Dixon & Associates Inc. 
ELLIS Engineering Inc. Entuitive Corporation 
EXP Services Inc. Forza Corp. 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GHD Limited 
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited Harbourside Engineering Consultants 
Hatch Ltd. HDR Corporation 
HILCON Limited HP Engineering Inc. 
J.L. Richards & Associates Limited Jewell Engineering Inc. 
K. Smart Associates Limited Kiewit Engineering Group Canada ULC 
KGM Engineering Corporation LEA Consulting Ltd. 
McElhanney Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Parsons Inc. 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited 
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited Safe Roads Engineering Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
Total Bridge Services Inc. Towards Sustainable Infrastructures Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
Rehabilitation – Structural Coating  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. Dillon Consulting Limited 
Doug Dixon & Associates Inc. ELLIS Engineering Inc. 
Entuitive Corporation Forza Corp. 
GHD Limited Hatch Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. Planmac Engineering Inc. 
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Total Bridge Services Inc. Tulloch Engineering Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Underwater Inspections  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Doug Dixon & Associates Inc. 
ELLIS Engineering Inc. GHD Limited 
HP Engineering Inc. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Parsons Inc. R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 


 
 
Wood Bridge Inspection  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Doug Dixon & Associates Inc. 
GHD Limited Harbourside Engineering Consultants 
J.L. Richards & Associates Limited WSP Canada Inc. 
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Construction Administration Category 


 
Construction Administration – High Complexity 
 


1902514 Ontario Corporation o/a Spector CAS AECOM Canada Ltd. 
AGJ Consulting Ltd ASF Associates Inc. 
BuildWell Consulting Inc. Civil ArSa Engineering Inc. 
CONSOR Engineers, LLC EXP Services Inc. 
GHD Limited Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation Highway Construction Inspection Ontario Inc. 
HwyTec Construction Contract Administration Inc. Jewell Engineering Inc. 
KIHL Construction Management Ltd. LEA Consulting Ltd. 
M.C.P.D. CONSULTANTS INC. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Noveen Engineering Inc. 
Parsons Inc. Remy Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Shubh Engineering & Project Management Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited The Greer Galloway Group Inc. 
Tulloch Engineering Inc. Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
Construction Administration – Low Complexity   
 


1902514 Ontario Corporation o/a Spector CAS 4K Engineers Ltd. 
AECOM Canada Ltd. AEON Engineering Group Inc. 
AGJ Consulting Ltd. Aldea Engineering Services Limited 
Ambashi Engineering & Management Inc. Apex Engineers Inc. 
ASF Associates Inc. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
BuildWell Consulting Inc. C. F. Crozier & Associates 
CIMA Canada Inc. Civil ArSa Engineering Inc. 
CONSOR Engineers, LLC D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
ELLIS Engineering Inc. EXP Services Inc. 
GHD Limited Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation Highway Construction Inspection Ontario Inc. 
HwyTec Construction Contract Administration Inc. Jewell Engineering Inc. 
KIHL Construction Management Ltd. LEA Consulting Ltd. 
M.C.P.D. CONSULTANTS INC. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited North Rock Engineering Inc. 
Noveen Engineering Inc. Orbit Engineering Limited 
Parsons Inc. Planmac Engineering Inc. 
RBT Engineers Inc. Remy Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
SCS Consulting Group Ltd. Shubh Engineering & Project Management Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
The Greer Galloway Group Inc. Tulloch Engineering Inc. Inc. 
Warrior Engineering Incorporated WSP Canada Inc. 
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Construction Administration – Medium Complexity 
 


1902514 Ontario Corporation o/a Spector CAS 4K Engineers Ltd. 
AECOM Canada Ltd. AEON Engineering Group Inc. 
AGJ Consulting Ltd. Aldea Engineering Services Limited 
Ambashi Engineering & Management Inc. Apex Engineers Inc. 
ASF Associates Inc. BuildWell Consulting Inc. 
Civil ArSa Engineering Inc. CONSOR Engineers, LLC 
ELLIS Engineering Inc. EXP Services Inc. 
GHD Limited Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation Highway Construction Inspection Ontario Inc. 
HwyTec Construction Contract Administration Inc. Jewell Engineering Inc. 
KIHL Construction Management Ltd. LEA Consulting Ltd. 
M.C.P.D. CONSULTANTS INC. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Noveen Engineering Inc. 
Parsons Inc. Planmac Engineering Inc. 
RBT Engineers Inc. Remy Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Shubh Engineering & Project Management Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited The Greer Galloway Group Inc. 
Tulloch Engineering Inc. Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quality Oversight, Audit & Inspection – Prestressed/Precast Concrete Production  
Facilities 
 


Bridge Check Canada Ltd. Civil ArSa Engineering Inc. 
EXP Services Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 
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Drainage and Hydrology Engineering Category 


 
 
Drainage and Hydrology Design for Highways  
 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. CH2M HILL Canada Limited 
CIMA Canada Inc. CONSOR Engineers, LLC 
D.M. Wills Associates Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
EXP Services Inc. Gannett Fleming Canada ULC 
GHD Limited Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation Jewell Engineering Inc. 
LEA Consulting Ltd. Matrix Solutions Inc. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. Pinestone Engineering Ltd. 
R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited Resilient Consulting Corporation 
Riggs Associates Ltd. SCS Consulting Group Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd.  Tulloch Engineering Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Electrical Engineering Category 


 
Airport Electrical Work 
 


Morrison Hershfield Limited WSP Canada Inc. 
 
 
 
Electrical Development 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
LUX LTD. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
Major Electrical Work 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
CONSOR Engineers, LLC Dillon Consulting Limited 
GHD Limited J.L. Richards & Associates Limited 
LEA Consulting Ltd. LUX LTD. 
Moon-Matz Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
Minor Electrical Work 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
CIMA Canada Inc. CONSOR Engineers, LLC 
Dillon Consulting Limited DPM Energy Inc. 
EXP Services Inc. GHD Limited 
Goel Group Limited J.L. Richards & Associates Limited 
LEA Consulting Ltd. LUX LTD. 
Moon-Matz Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
RTG Systems Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TSL Consulting + Design Group Limited U Tech Engineers Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Engineering Materials Testing and Evaluation Category 


 
Aggregate Resources Prospecting and Evaluation  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Golder Associates Ltd. 
North Rock Engineering Inc. TBT Engineering Limited 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
Aggregates – High Complexity Testing  
 


Construction Testing Asphalt Lab Ltd. EnGlobe Corp. 
Engtec Consulting Inc. EXP Services Inc. 
Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited GHD Limited 
PNJ Engineering Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited 


 
 
 
 


Aggregates – Low Complexity Testing  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Cambium Inc. 
Construction Testing Asphalt Lab Ltd. EnGlobe Corp. 
EXP Services Inc. Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited 
GeoPro Consulting Limited GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Paterson Group Inc. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
PNJ Engineering Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited Thurber Engineering Ltd. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
Bituminous – Hot Mix Asphalt Quality Assurance Testing  
 


ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. Construction Testing Asphalt Lab Ltd. 
EnGlobe Corp. Engtec Consulting Inc. 
EXP Services Inc. GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. Paterson Group Inc. 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. PNJ Engineering Inc. 
TBT Engineering Limited 


 
  







Ministry of Transportation 


17 
MTO Prequalified Engineering Service Providers – October 2023 
 


 


    


 
Soil and Rock Including Testing for Foundation Engineering – High Complexity  
Testing  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. EXP Services Inc. 
GHD Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 
 
Soil and Rock Including Testing for Foundation Engineering – Low Complexity  
Testing 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
Construction Testing Asphalt Lab Ltd. EnGlobe Corp. 
EXP Services Inc. Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited 
GeoPro Consulting Limited GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. HLV2K Engineering Limited 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Orbit Engineering 
Paterson Group Inc. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. Tulloch Engineering Inc. Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
Soil and Rock Including Testing for Foundation Engineering –  
Medium Complexity Testing  


 
DS Consultants Ltd EnGlobe Corp. 
EXP Services Inc. Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited 
GeoPro Consulting Limited GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited Thurber Engineering Ltd. 
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Environmental Category 


 
Acoustics & Vibration  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Aercoustics Engineering Limited 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. BT Engineering 
Cambium Inc. Dillon Consulting Limited 
GHD Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
Hatch Ltd. HDR Corporation 
Parsons Inc. R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited 
RWDI Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Valcoustics Canada Ltd. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
Air Quality Assessment  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. Dillon Consulting Limited 
GHD Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited RWDI Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
Archaeology/Heritage  
 


A. M. Archaeological Associates AECOM Canada Ltd. 
Ainley Group Archaeological Research Associates Ltd. 
Archaeological Services Inc. Golder Associates Ltd. 
LHC Heritage Planning & Archaeology Inc. Parslow Heritage Consultancy Inc. 
Past Recovery Archaeological Services Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited Timmins Martelle Heritage Consultants Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
  







Ministry of Transportation 


19 
MTO Prequalified Engineering Service Providers – October 2023 
 


 


    


 
Class Environmental Assessment Process  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. BT Engineering 
CH2M Hill Canada Limited CIMA Canada Inc. 
D.M. Wills Associates Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
EXP Services Inc. FRi Ecological Services 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GHD Limited 
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
Hatch Ltd. HDR Corporation 
LEA Consulting Ltd. LGL Limited 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. Planmac Engineering Inc. 
R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Tatham Engineering Limited 
TBT Engineering Limited Tulloch Engineering Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
Contaminant/Waste Management  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. Azimuth Environmental Consulting, Inc. 
Cambium Inc. Civil Arsa Engineering Inc. 
D.M. Wills Associates Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
EnGlobe Corp. EXP Services Inc. 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GEMTEC Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited 
GHD Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
HLV2K Engineering Limited LEA Consulting Ltd. 
Matrix Solutions Inc. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited North Rock Engineering Inc. 
Parsons Inc. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
RWDI Inc. S2S Environmental Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
Thurber Engineering Ltd.  WSP Canada Inc. 
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Environmental Inspection During Construction  
 


1902514 Ontario Corporation o/a Spector CAS AECOM Canada Ltd. 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
Azimuth Environmental Consulting, Inc. BT Engineering 
Cambium Inc. CH2M Hill Canada Limited 
D.M. Wills Associates Limited EcoTec Environmental Consultants Inc. 
FRi Ecological Services Geo Morphix Ltd. 
GHD Limited Hatch Ltd. 
Highway Construction Inspection Ontario Holla Engineering & Environmental Inc. 
LEA Consulting Ltd. LGL Limited 
Matrix Solutions Inc. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Natural Resource Solutions 
Parsons Inc. R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited 
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Watermark Environmental Ltd. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
Fisheries Assessment  
 


 


 
 
  


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. Azimuth Environmental Consulting, Inc. 
BT Engineering D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
Dillon Consulting Limited Environmental Ecosystems Inc. 
FRi Ecological Services GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. Hatch Ltd. 
Holla Engineering & Environmental Inc. LEA Consulting Ltd. 
LGL Limited Matrix Solutions Inc. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Natural Resource Solutions NorthWinds Environmental Services Inc. 
Parsons Inc. R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited 
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited Tulloch Engineering Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Fisheries Contracts  
 


1902514 Ontario Corporation o/a Spector CAS AECOM Canada Ltd. 
Ainley Group ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
Azimuth Environmental Consulting, Inc. BT Engineering 
Cambium Inc. D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
Dillon Consulting Limited EcoTec Environmental Consultants Inc. 
Environmental Ecosystems Inc. FRi Ecological Services 
GHD Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
Hatch Ltd. Highway Construction Inspection Ontario Inc. 
Holla Engineering & Environmental Inc. LEA Consulting Ltd. 
LGL Limited Matrix Solutions Inc. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Natural Resource Solutions NorthWinds Environmental Services Inc. 
Parsons Inc. R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited 
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited Rankin Construction Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 


Landscape Architecture  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
CIMA Canada Inc. Dillon Consulting Limited 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Parsons Inc. 
R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Stefan Bolliger Associates Inc. Trophic Design Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Natural Sciences  
 


1902514 Ontario Corporation o/a Spector CAS AECOM Canada Ltd. 
Ainley Group Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. Azimuth Environmental Consulting, Inc. 
BT Engineering Cambium Inc. 
CH2M Hill Canada Limited CIMA Canada Inc. 
D.M. Wills Associates Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
EnGlobe Corp. Environmental Ecosystems Inc. 
EXP Services Inc. FRi Ecological Services 
Geo Morphix Ltd. GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. Hatch Ltd. 
LGL Limited Holla Engineering & Environmental Inc. 
LEA Consulting Ltd. Matrix Solutions Inc. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Natural Resource Solutions NorthWinds Environmental Services 
Parsons Inc. R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited 
RiverStone Environmental Solutions Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited Tulloch Engineering Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
Socio-economics/Agriculture  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. BT Engineering 
CH2M Hill Canada Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
HDR Corporation LGL Limited 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Parsons Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
  







Ministry of Transportation 


23 
MTO Prequalified Engineering Service Providers – October 2023 
 


 


    


 
Environmental Planning Category 


 
Class Environmental Assessment Process  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
B. M. Ross and Associates Limited BT Engineering 
CH2M Hill Canada Limited CIMA Canada Inc.  
D.M. Wills Associates Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
EXP Services Inc. FRi Ecological Services 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GHD Limited 
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
Hatch Ltd. HDR Corporation 
LEA Consulting Ltd. LGL Limited 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. Planmac Engineering Inc. 
R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
Tulloch Engineering Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
Individual Environmental Assessment Process 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
BT Engineering Dillon Consulting Limited 
GHD Limited HDR Corporation 
LGL Limited Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 
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Foundations Engineering Category 


 
Geotechnical (Structures and Embankments) – High Complexity  
 


EXP Services Inc. GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 
 
 
Geotechnical (Structures and Embankments) – Low Complexity  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arup Canada Inc. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
DS Consultants Ltd. EnGlobe Corp. 
EXP Services Inc. Frontop Engineering Ltd. 
Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited GeoPro Consulting Limited 
GHD Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
HLV2K Engineering Limited McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Orbit Engineering Limited Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
SAFFA Engineering Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited Thurber Engineering Ltd. 
Tulloch Engineering Inc. Inc. Urkkada Technology Ltd. 


 
 
 
 
Geotechnical (Structures and Embankments) – Medium Complexity  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. DS Consultants Ltd. 
EnGlobe Corp. EXP Services Inc. 
Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. Urkkada Technology Ltd. 


 
 
 
 
Hydrogeological – High Complexity 
 


EXP Services Inc. Golder Associates Ltd. 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. Thurber Engineering Ltd. 
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Hydrogeological – Low Complexity  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
Azimuth Environmental Consulting, Inc. EnGlobe Corp. 
EXP Services Inc. Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited 
GHD Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
HLV2K Engineering Limited McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Orbit Engineering Limited 
Parsons Inc. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. Watermark Environmental Ltd. 


 
 
 
 
Hydrogeological – Medium Complexity  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
EnGlobe Corp. EXP Services Inc. 
Golder Associates Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 


 
 
Rock Engineering – High Complexity  
 


Golder Associates Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 
 
 
Rock Engineering – Low Complexity  
 


EXP Services Inc. GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. 
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Rock Engineering – Medium Complexity  
 


EXP Services Inc. Golder Associates Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 


 
 
Tunnelling – High Complexity  
 


EXP Services Inc. Golder Associates Ltd. 
Hatch Ltd. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 
 
 
Tunnelling – Low Complexity  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arup Canada Inc. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
DS Consultants Ltd. EnGlobe Corp. 
EXP Services Inc. Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited 
GeoPro Consulting Limited GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. Hatch Ltd. 
Orbit Engineering Limited Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 
 
 
Tunnelling – Medium Complexity  
 


ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. EnGlobe Corp. 
EXP Services Inc. Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited 
GHD Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
Hatch Ltd. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Thurber Engineering Ltd. 
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Highway Engineering Category 


 
Detailed Design – Major Reconstruction and/or Widening  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. BT Engineering 
CH2M Hill Canada Limited CIMA Canada Inc. 
CONSOR Engineers, LLC D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
Dillon Consulting Limited EXP Services Inc. 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GHD Limited 
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited Harbourside Transportation Ltd. 
Hatch Ltd. HDR Corporation 
J.L. Richards & Associates Limited Kiewit Engineering Group Canada ULC 
LEA Consulting Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited North Rock Engineering Inc. 
Parsons Inc. Planmac Engineering Inc. 
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited Safe Roads Engineering Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Tatham Engineering Limited 
TBT Engineering Limited WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
Detailed Design – Minor Reconstruction and Resurfacing  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. 
ASURZA ENGINEERS ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
B. M. Ross and Associates Limited BT Engineering 
C. F. Crozier & Associates CH2M Hill Canada Limited 
CIMA Canada Inc. CONSOR Engineers, LLC 
D.M. Wills Associates Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
EXP Services Inc. FORZA Corp 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GHD Limited 
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited GRIT Engineering Inc. 
Harbourside Transportation Ltd. Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation J.L. Richards & Associates Limited 
Janssen and Spaans Engineering Canada Inc. Jp2g Consultants Inc. 
Kiewit Engineering Group Canada ULC LEA Consulting Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
North Rock Engineering Inc. Parsons Inc. 
Pinestone Engineering Ltd. Planmac Engineering Inc. 
R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
Safe Roads Engineering Inc. SCS Consulting Group Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Tatham Engineering Limited 
TBT Engineering Limited Tulloch Engineering Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Detailed Design – Multi-lane Arterial & Expressway – Major Reconstruction and/or  
Widening  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. BT Engineering 
CH2M Hill Canada Limited CONSOR Engineers, LLC 
D.M. Wills Associates Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
EXP Services Inc. Gannett Fleming Canada ULC 
GHD Limited Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation J.L. Richards & Associates Limited 
Janssen and Spaans Engineering Canada Inc. Kiewit Engineering Group Canada ULC 
LEA Consulting Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Parsons Inc. 
Planmac Engineering Inc. R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
Safe Roads Engineering Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Urban Systems Ltd. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
Detailed Design – Multi-lane Arterial & Expressway – Minor Reconstruction and  
Resurfacing  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. ASURZA ENGINEERS 
BT Engineering CH2M Hill Canada Limited 
CONSOR Engineers, LLC D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
Dillon Consulting Limited EXP Services Inc. 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GHD Limited 
Hatch Ltd. HDR Corporation 
J.L. Richards & Associates Limited Janssen and Spaans Engineering Canada Inc. 
Kiewit Engineering Group Canada ULC LEA Consulting Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
North Rock Engineering Inc. Parsons Inc. 
Planmac Engineering Inc. R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
Safe Roads Engineering Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Tatham Engineering Limited TBT Engineering Limited 
Urban Systems Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 
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Preliminary Design – Functional Planning & Design Studies  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
BT Engineering CH2M Hill Canada Limited 
CIMA Canada Inc. D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
Dillon Consulting Limited Gannett Fleming Canada ULC 
GHD Limited Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation J.L. Richards & Associates Limited 
Janssen and Spaans Engineering Canada Inc. LEA Consulting Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. Planmac Engineering Inc. 
R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Tatham Engineering Limited 
TBT Engineering Limited Tulloch Engineering Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc.  


 
 
 
 
 
Value Engineering  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. 
BT Engineering CIMA Canada Inc. 
GHD Limited Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Highway Planning Category 


 
Functional Planning & Design Studies  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. BT Engineering 
CH2M Hill Canada Limited CIMA Canada Inc. 
CONSOR Engineers, LLC Dillon Consulting Limited 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GHD Limited 
HDR Corporation J.L. Richards & Associates Limited 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. Planmac Engineering Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Inc. 
Tulloch Engineering Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
Route Selection Study  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. BT Engineering 
CH2M Hill Canada Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
GHD Limited HDR Corporation 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Parsons Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
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Pavement Engineering Category 


 
Pavement Design – High Complexity 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Applied Research Associates, Inc. 
EnGlobe Corp. Engtec Consulting Inc. 
EXP Services Inc. Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited 
GHD Limited Golder Associates Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 
 
 
Pavement Design – Low Complexity 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Applied Research Associates, Inc. ASF Associates Inc. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. Cambium Inc. 
DS Consultants Ltd EnGlobe Corp. 
Engtec Consulting Inc. EXP Services Inc. 
Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited GHD Limited 
GIP Construction Engineering Corp. Golder Associates Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Orbit Engineering 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. PNJ Engineering Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
Terraspec Engineering Inc. Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 
 
 
Pavement Design – Medium Complexity 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Applied Research Associates, Inc. ASF Associates Inc. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. EnGlobe Corp. 
Engtec Consulting Inc. EXP Services Inc. 
Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited GHD Limited 
GIP Construction Engineering Corp. Golder Associates Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
PNJ Engineering Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited Terraspec Engineering Inc. 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. 
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Pavement Evaluation – Flexible 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Applied Research Associates, Inc. ASF Associates Inc. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. DS Consultants Ltd 
EnGlobe Corp. Engtec Consulting Inc. 
EXP Services Inc. Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited 
GHD Limited GIP Construction Engineering Corp. 
Golder Associates Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited Terraspec Engineering Inc. 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 
Pavement Evaluation – Rigid 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Applied Research Associates, Inc. 
EnGlobe Corp. Engtec Consulting Inc. 
EXP Services Inc. GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 
Soils and Pavement Investigations – Complex 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Applied Research Associates, Inc. 
ASF Associates Inc. EnGlobe Corp. 
Engtec Consulting Inc. EXP Services Inc. 
Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited GHD Limited 
Golder Associates Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Peto MacCallum Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Terraspec Engineering Inc. Thurber Engineering Ltd. 


 
 
Soils and Pavement Investigations – Routine 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Applied Research Associates, Inc. ASF Associates Inc. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. Civil ArSa Engineering Inc. 
EnGlobe Corp. EXP Services Inc. 
Gemtec Consulting Engineers and Scientists Limited GHD Limited 
GIP Construction Engineering Corp. Golder Associates Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Peto MacCallum Ltd. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
Terraspec Engineering Inc. Thurber Engineering Ltd. 
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Property Category 


 
 
Property Appraisal  
 


Altus Group Andrew, Thompson & Associates 
Antec Appraisal Group Inc. Cornwall Property Consultants 
International Forensic & Litigation Appraisal Services Nicro Realty Corp. 
Otto & Company The Regional Group of Companies Inc. 
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Rockfall Engineering Category 


 
 
Rockfall Hazard Inspection, Evaluation and Design  
 


Golder Associates Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Thurber Engineering Ltd 
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Surveying Category 


 
Control Surveys 
 


Callon Dietz Incorporated Ontario Land Surveyors GeoVerra Inc. 
J.D. Barnes Limited Tham Surveying Limited 
Tulloch Engineering Inc. 


 
 
Engineering Survey 
 


Ainley Group Archibald, Gray & McKay Ltd. 
Callon Dietz Incorporated Ontario Land Surveyors D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
GeoVerra Inc. Hatch Ltd. 
Ivan B. Wallace Ontario Land Surveyor Ltd. J.D. Barnes Limited 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. North Rock Engineering Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TBT Engineering Limited 
Tham Surveying Limited Tulloch Engineering Inc. 


 
 
Legal Surveys 
 


Archibald, Gray & McKay Ltd. Callon Dietz Incorporated Ontario Land Surveyors 
Genesis Land Surveying Inc. GeoVerra Inc. 
Ivan B. Wallace Ontario Land Surveyor Ltd. J.D. Barnes Limited 
Mauro Group Inc. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
TBT Engineering Limited Tham Surveying Limited 
Tulloch Engineering Inc. 


 
 
 
Photogrammetric Mapping 
 


GeoVerra Inc. J.D. Barnes Limited 
KBM Resources Group Northway/Photomap/Remote Sensing Ltd. 
The Airborne Sensing Corp. Tulloch Engineering Inc. 


 
 
 
RPAS (UAV/Drone) Surveys 
 


J.D. Barnes Limited Tulloch Engineering Inc. 
Northway/Photomap/Remote Sensing Ltd. 
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Traffic Engineering Category 


 
Traffic Data Collection 
 


Accu-Traffic Inc. AECOM Canada Ltd. 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
BT Engineering CIMA Canada Inc. 
Dillon Consulting Limited GHD Limited 
Harbourside Transportation Ltd. Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation J.L. Richards & Associates Limited 
LEA Consulting Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Paradigm Transportation Solutions Limited Parsons Inc. 
Pyramid Traffic Inc R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Traffic-Survey-Analysis Inc 
TraffMobility Engineering Inc. Trans-Plan Transportation Inc. 
True North Safety Group WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 


 
 
 
Traffic Data Processing/Analysis  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
BT Engineering CIMA Canada Inc. 
Dillon Consulting Limited GHD Limited 
Hatch Ltd. HDR Corporation 
J.L. Richards & Associates Limited LEA Consulting Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Paradigm Transportation Solutions Limited 
Parsons Inc. Pyramid Traffic Inc 
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
Tatham Engineering Limited Traffic-Survey-Analysis Inc 
TraffMobility Engineering Inc. Trans-Plan Transportation Inc. 
True North Safety Group WSP Canada Inc. 
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Traffic Impact Analysis  
 


671497 Ontario Inc. o/a Tranplan Associates AECOM Canada Ltd. 
Ainley Group Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. ASURZA ENGINEERS 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. B A Consulting Group Limited 
BT Engineering C. F. Crozier & Associates 
CGH Transportation Inc. CIMA Canada Inc. 
CONSOR Engineers, LLC D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
Dillon Consulting Limited EXP Services Inc. 
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC GHD Limited 
Harbourside Transportation Ltd. Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation J.L. Richards & Associates Limited 
JD Northcote Engineering Inc. Keewatin-Aski Ltd. 
LEA Consulting Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited n Engineering Inc. 
Novatech Engineering Consultants Ltd. Paradigm Transportation Solutions Limited 
Parsons Inc. R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited 
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited RC Spencer Associates Inc. 
Safe Roads Engineering Inc. Salvini Consulting Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. Tatham Engineering Limited 
TraffMobility Engineering Inc. Trans-Plan Transportation Inc. 
True North Safety Group WMI & Associates Limited 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
 
Traffic Management 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. BT Engineering 
CIMA Canada Inc. D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
Dillon Consulting Limited EXP Services Inc. 
Hatch Ltd. HDR Corporation 
J.L. Richards & Associates Limited LEA Consulting Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Paradigm Transportation Solutions Limited Parsons Inc. 
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TraffMobility Engineering Inc. Trans-Plan Transportation Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Traffic Operational Performance Processes 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
CIMA Canada Inc. Dillon Consulting Limited 
HDR Corporation LEA Consulting Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. R.V. Anderson Associates Limited 
RC Spencer Associates Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TraffMobility Engineering Inc. Trans-Plan Transportation Inc. 
True North Safety Group WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 


 
Traffic Operations Studies 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Ainley Group 
Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Associated Engineering (Ont.) Ltd. 
ASURZA ENGINEERS ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. 
BT Engineering CIMA Canada Inc. 
CONSOR Engineers, LLC D.M. Wills Associates Limited 
Dillon Consulting Limited EXP Services Inc. 
GHD Limited Harbourside Transportation Ltd. 
Hatch Ltd. HDR Corporation 
LEA Consulting Ltd. McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Parsons Inc. 
R.V. Anderson Associates Limited RC Spencer Associates Inc. 
Stantec Consulting Ltd. TraffMobility Engineering Inc. 
Trans-Plan Transportation Inc. True North Safety Group 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 


 
Traffic Signals 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. ASURZA ENGINEERS 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. BT Engineering 
CIMA Canada Inc. CONSOR Engineers, LLC 
D.M. Wills Associates Limited Dillon Consulting Limited 
EXP Services Inc. GHD Limited 
HDR Corporation McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. 
Moon-Matz Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Parsons Inc. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TraffMobility Engineering Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
  







Ministry of Transportation 


39 
MTO Prequalified Engineering Service Providers – October 2023 
 


 


    


 
Traffic Signing Policies/Traffic Control Devices 
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
ATKINSRÉALIS CANADA INC. CIMA Canada Inc. 
Dillon Consulting Limited EXP Services Inc. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Stantec Consulting Ltd. 
TraffMobility Engineering Inc. True North Safety Group 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Transportation (Systems) Planning Category 


 
Transportation Economics  
 


Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. 
BT Engineering CIMA Canada Inc. 
Dillon Consulting Limited Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Paradigm Transportation Solutions Limited Trans-Plan Transportation Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 


Transportation Modelling & Transportation Demand Forecasting  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. BT Engineering 
CIMA Canada Inc. Dillon Consulting Limited 
EXP Services Inc. Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation LEA Consulting Ltd. 
Morrison Hershfield Limited Paradigm Transportation Solutions Limited 
Parsons Inc. TraffMobility Engineering Inc. 
Trans-Plan Transportation Inc. WSP Canada Inc. 


 
 
 
Transportation Network Assessment  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. BT Engineering 
CIMA Canada Inc. Dillon Consulting Limited 
Harbourside Transportation Ltd. Hatch Ltd. 
HDR Corporation LEA Consulting Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Paradigm Transportation Solutions Limited Parsons Inc. 
TraffMobility Engineering Inc. Trans-Plan Transportation Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Transportation Study  
 


AECOM Canada Ltd. Arcadis Professional Services (Canada) Inc. 
Associated Engineering Ont. Ltd. BT Engineering 
CIMA Canada Inc. Dillon Consulting Limited 
GHD Limited Harbourside Transportation Ltd. 
Hatch Ltd. HDR Corporation 
J.L. Richards & associates Limited LEA Consulting Ltd. 
McIntosh Perry Consulting Engineers Ltd. Morrison Hershfield Limited 
Paradigm Transportation Solutions Limited Parsons Inc. 
TraffMobility Engineering Inc. Trans-Plan Transportation Inc. 
WSP Canada Inc. 
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Hello Kate,

The Ministry of Transportation (MTO) has reviewed the attached Draft EPR for the
proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project. The subject lot where the
new station is proposed is located within the MTO’s permit control area; and
therefore, is subject to review under the Public Transportation and Highway
Improvement Act R.S.O. 1990 and will require proper MTO permits. The MTO
supports the proposed new station in principle, with the following comments to
consider:

An MTO building/land use permit will be required for the placement of any
building/structure on the subject lot, as well as any site grading/paving that will
occur.

In order to properly review and issue a building/land use permit, the MTO
will require the submission of multiple technical documents/studies for our
review and approval. More information below.

MTO sign permits will be required for any sign visible to the travelled portion of
Hwy 101, within 400 meters of the Highway 101 right-of-way.

It should be noted that sign permits will not be required for smaller signs
associated with the station platform. The above comment is intended to
focus on larger signs, such as directional signs adjacent to the highway.

If it is anticipated that any work will enter the Hwy 101  right-of-way, an MTO
encroachment permit will also be required in order to ensure there is no
impact to the highway or the travelling public.

MTO also requests the submission of a list of highway-rail crossings along the
proposed northlander route; noting if any highway improvements are required
as a result of rail service reinstatement.

As stated above, the MTO requires the submission of multiple technical documents
for our review, prior to the issuance of any permits. Below you will find the detailed
information regarding the required technical studies:

1. SITE PLAN

Plan Title
Name of the applicant
Scale
North point
Highway number
Lot and concession numbers and the limits of the property
Location of existing and proposed buildings and structures



Proposed parking area layout with maximum number of vehicles to be
accommodated at one time
Elevation of the area adjoining the highway and the proposed drainage system
for the development
Location of existing and proposed entrances.
Location and names of adjacent roads.

2. TRAFFIC IMPACT STUDY

Submission of a full traffic impact study (TIS) for the MTO’s review and approval
which should consider the potential full build-out of the site for the proposed and
permitted commercial uses and all phases of the development, indicate the
anticipated traffic volumes and their impact upon Highway 101 intersections and
the existing and proposed provincial highway network. The TIS must be
completed in accordance with MTO guidelines, which can be obtained at the
following web site link.
The MTO cannot accept traffic studies submitted in support of development
unless the study is completed by a firm qualified by the MTO to undertake such
work, and unless the report is stamped and signed by a qualified engineer.  A
list of consultants qualified by the MTO has been attached to this e-mail.
The MTO requests the traffic consultant that is retained arrange for a pre-
consultation meeting with the MTO prior to undertaking the TIS.
Should highway improvements be necessary, they will be the responsibility of
the developer or the municipality, and must be completed before the
development opens for business.  Highway improvements will typically involve
preparation and execution of a legal agreement between the MTO and the
proponent or the municipality before they proceed.

3. ILLUMINATION PLAN

An illumination plan indicating the intended treatment of the on-site illumination.  It is
MTO’s practice to have zero light trespass onto MTO right-of-way.  For developments
adjacent to a provincial highway that includes area or architectural lighting, the
developer must provide the following:

To-scale site plan showing the site location and the highway
Lighting layout showing pole/luminaire locations and orientation
Luminaire installation info such as mounting height, orientation angle, shielding
info, etc.
Luminaire material info including catalog info and photometric data file
Lighting calculation plan showing horizontal illuminance levels at and beyond
the MTO right-of-way in metric units of lux to 1 decimal place minimum

4. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT REPORT

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus-west-2.protection.sophos.com%2F%3Fd%3Dgov.on.ca%26u%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubGlicmFyeS5tdG8uZ292Lm9uLmNhL1N5ZG5leVBMVVMvVGVjaFB1YnMvUG9ydGFsL3RwL3RkVmlld3MuYXNweD9sYW5nPWVuLVVT%26i%3DNWY2YjZiY2ZjZjdhMDIwZjhiMTQwZjQ1%26t%3DcHpiY1EvWDFqVDJvQU81bmNDc1pOSTM0QUpadXZRNnAwOWtDNXJ0dUwyQT0%3D%26h%3D178ab22698d845b18246e2b26c4f3e8a%26s%3DAVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVa7T2hBMEdHqBGXJTXx9ThLAGjMq9_YghuY7zyCdUTAzA&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C717c6ff7ddce433d70d808dc6e05815c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638506217305005666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dBlor559W6bNKCTJqWqePNLoDZaW6AIBuobmHcudM8o%3D&reserved=0


Submission of a drainage / stormwater management plan and a letter stamped
and signed by an engineer qualified to do stormwater management plans
indicating the intended treatment of the calculated runoff and a statement that
the proposed works will not affect the highway drainage system.  A full
stormwater management report may be required and must be completed in
accordance with MTO’s “Guidelines for Stormwater Management Requirements
for Land Development Proposals”.  For more information on ministry stormwater
management requirements for Land Development Proposals, please visit the
drainage section of the Ministry of Transportation website.
The SWM plan / report must be reviewed and approved prior to the issuance of
any permits by the MTO. 

5. OTHER

In the event highway improvements are required a Legal Agreement is required
between the land owner and the MTO. The Agreement would include, but is not
limited to, the following terms:

The required highway improvements must be agreed upon before Ministry
permits are issued, and completed before the development opens for business. 
The land owner agreeing to assume financial responsibility for the design and
construction of all associated highway improvements. 
The requirement for an irrevocable standby Letter of Credit for the full cost of
the required highway works.

The ‘Guideline for Highway Improvements Associated with Development’ outlines the
respective responsibilities of MTO and proponents, where development necessitates
highway improvements. In addition, the Guideline clarifies the responsibilities
(financial and otherwise) and procedures to be followed by proponents who must
directly or indirectly undertake the construction of highway improvements on a
provincial highway right-of-way.  

I would also like to provide some additional information on the required
permits. See below.

BUILDING AND LAND USE PERMITS
Placement of any building or structure within 45.0 meters of the MTO right-of-way or
within 395.0 meters of intersections with Hwy 101 and any public road will require an
MTO building / land use permit. The following documents must be submitted to the
MTO for review and approval, which will include, but may not be exclusive to:

· Building and Land Use Permit application form for all buildings, structures
and entrances.  Please follow the link below and complete the application
form online.

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Fdocument%2Fstormwater-management-planning-and-design-manual-0&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C717c6ff7ddce433d70d808dc6e05815c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638506217305017747%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ncR%2BrE2o9zMA4JzhC%2B8rRELIGjCqj4VGWmgqLSMgwhk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.library.mto.gov.on.ca%2FSydneyPLUS%2FSydney%2FPortal%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcomponent%3DAAAAIY%26record%3D924514f1-076d-4edf-9c79-b284d5d7b6eb&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C717c6ff7ddce433d70d808dc6e05815c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638506217305027998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ai8WfC%2BKLP%2F%2FdxjnfyjKdptYI3lWLEgBJFYn3vIa%2FkA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus-west-2.protection.sophos.com%2F%3Fd%3Dgov.on.ca%26u%3DaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGNtcy5tdG8uZ292Lm9uLmNhLw%3D%3D%26i%3DNWY2YjZiY2ZjZjdhMDIwZjhiMTQwZjQ1%26t%3DWjNzMnlEMWhwYU5YSXJ6cHZhKzJUYWh5TVF5RXVsVXYxRFg3cHdsV0F4dz0%3D%26h%3D178ab22698d845b18246e2b26c4f3e8a%26s%3DAVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVa7T2hBMEdHqBGXJTXx9ThLAGjMq9_YghuY7zyCdUTAzA&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C717c6ff7ddce433d70d808dc6e05815c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638506217305035199%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9qdefUutkDHxGwyijUnN1NJWoIZBW%2B4x0t%2FcVGXO078%3D&reserved=0


· Detailed site plans, to scale, showing setbacks of parking areas, grading and
drainage plans, new or alterations to buildings, structures, wells, septic
systems, exterior illumination, landscaping (including plantings), and
fencing. 

· MTO will not issue any permits for blasting or foundation works prior to the
review and approval of a stormwater management plan / report.

· The MTO endeavours to coordinate permit review processes with the
municipality’s site plan review and building permit process. The municipality
cannot issue building permits until the MTO has issued building and land
use permits.

· Proof of ownership (i.e. copy of deed/tax bill) and confirmation of zoning
from the municipality.  The property must be zoned appropriately for the
proposed use.

· Payment of the appropriate fee prior to final issuance of the permit.

SIGN PERMITS

Submission of completed Sign Permit application for all signage within 400
metres and visible from Highway 101.  
Each commercial property is allowed a maximum of 46 square meters of
signage. Signs may name or identify the property, occupant(s) or owner(s) or a
business conducted on the property, and products or service available on the
property. The sign may not advertise goods or services that are not available on
the property. The property must be zoned “Commercial”. 
The following documents must be submitted to the MTO for review and
approvals prior to installation, which will include, but may not be exclusive to:
A completed Sign Application form.
Proof of commercial zoning.
A sketch of each sign, showing the message (i.e. wording, logos, pictures, etc.),
dimensions, and height from the ground.
A site plan showing the location and accurate setbacks of each sign from the
highway property line, if not already indicated on the site plan.
If the sign is to be illuminated, we will require the manufacturer’s specifications,
type of lighting, wattage of bulbs, etc.  All illumination must be dark sky
compliant.
Payment of the appropriate fee prior to final issuance of the permit. The current
fee for location sign permit fees are calculated at $23.00 per square metre.  This
is a one-time fee, unless changes are made to the signs.  A new application and
fee may be required at that time.  One sign and the area of both sides of a sign,
if both sides are visible to the highway, need to be calculated in the fee.

Please submit all technical documents through the Highway Corridor Management
Services (HCMS) Land Development Review (LDR) Portal online at the following link:
https://www.hcms.mto.gov.on.ca/

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hcms.mto.gov.on.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C717c6ff7ddce433d70d808dc6e05815c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638506217305041771%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KDsBMMcE7km%2BcxRTq8WuU3xsfxj0%2FwTiBVPuD%2F0SY%2Bo%3D&reserved=0


Upon review and approval of technical documents, permit applications can be made
through the same link as the LDR Portal (see above).

Any questions regarding permitting or setbacks can be directed to Sylvie Leonard,
Corridor Management Officer at sylie.leonard@ontario.ca

If there are any additional questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact me.

Thank you,
Cameron Cole
Corridor Management Planner
Corridor Management | North Region | Area East
Ministry of Transportation  |  Ontario Public Service
705-491-6133  |  cameron.cole2@ontario.ca

Taking pride in strengthhening Ontario, its places and its people

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: April 9, 2024 1:31 PM
To: Ault, Greg (He/Him) (MECP) <Greg.Ault@ontario.ca>; Cressman, Charlene (She/Her) (MMAH)
<Charlene.Cressman@ontario.ca>; Schmidt, Leah (MND) <Leah.Schmidt@ontario.ca>;
'tracy.legasy@ontario.ca' <tracy.legasy@ontario.ca>; Leonard, Sylvie (MTO)
<Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Pearce, James
(He/Him) (MTO) <James.Pearce@ontario.ca>; Schveighardt, Rick (IO)
<Richard.Schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca>; Wayne Kelly <wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca>;
'David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca' <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca
McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

CAUTION -- EXTERNAL E-MAIL - Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender.

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
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The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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Hi Kate and Krystal,

Please find attached consolidated comments from MTO on the draft EPR. This 
includes review and/or comments from MTO colleagues in Transit Division, Integrated 
Policy & Planning Division, and Operations Division. We have also shared this report 
with our colleagues in the Oversight and Agency Governance Division for their 
awareness. As previously mentioned, we would appreciate the opportunity to review 
and feed into future iterations of the draft EPR and look forward to receiving the 
workback schedule I know is in progress on based on feedback rec’d from MECP at 
the meeting a few weeks ago.

I know that you had previously distributed this report to folks in MTO’s Corridor 
Management office as well as to Jamie and I. In the future please send EPR and 
related review requests to my office (Capital Investments Office) as we will act as the 
one window for circulating and coordinating MTO review and comments. Likewise, if 
there are any follow-up questions on MTO comments, please direct those to my office 
and we will coordinate within MTO.

We also received a request from our internal archaeologists to review the archaeology 
report from ASI. Can you please share at your earliest convenience?

If you have any questions about the attached or would like to chat through our 
feedback please let me know and I will find some time for us to connect.

Thanks,
Jillian



Item #
I.D
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Example Smith 1
Section 4.0 

Methodology
Second Bullet

Insert text here…

1

Mignone 1
Section 4.13.9 Soil 

& Groundwater

Page 69 - 
Monitoring/Future 

Work 
Commitments 

column (2nd and 
3rd bullets)

Are the second and third bullets supposed to be separate or should they be part of the 
same bullet?
In addition, if they are part of the same bullet, does the contractor normally file a notice for 
each receiving site? That is typically the receiver’s responsibility.

2

Mignone 2
Section 4.13.9 Soil 

& Groundwater

Page 69 - 
Monitoring/Future 

Work 
Commitments 

column (5th bullet)

Any backfill brought to the site (provided it falls under the definition of excess soil and does 
not meet any exemption criteria) should also meet the requirements of O. Reg. 406/19.

3

Mignone 3
Section 4.13.9 Soil 

& Groundwater

Page 69 - 
Mitigation 

Measures/Commit
ments column (2nd 

bullet)

Indicates that O. Reg. 406/19 was made law on July 1, 2020. E-laws website indicates it was 
published on December 4, 2019.

4

Sarris 4 Table of Concerns General

There does not seem to be a description/rationale for alternatives.  Understanding TRPAP 
does not include alternatives to rail, were there no station alternatives evaluated? If not, 
this needs to be explained in the EPR (e.g., why was this site, in its confugration, chosen as 
the alternative alternative moving forward and why wasn't any other station locations 
considered).

5

Sarris 5 Section 1.3 EA Page 5

Suggest removing "EA Process" and just keeping the TRPAP Process.  O reg 231/08 is a 
regulation made under the EAA but it is not an EA process as the regulation is exempt under 
the EAA subject to conditions identified in the regulation.  Also, remove reference to "EA 
process" throughout the document and stick to TRPAP Process.

6

Soule2 Section 1.3.1 EA Page 7

Align reference to issuance of report at Notice of Completion with ONTC's plan for sharing 
report (during conversation with MECP week of April 22 discussion took place re: earlier 
release).

Page 1 of 9 8/2/2024
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7

Soule3

Section 2.2 
Northlander 
Service Plan Page 10

Note that service plan of one trip per day is the anticipated schedule. The service plan is 
subject to change and approvals which won't occur until 2025/2026.

8

Soule4

Section 2.3 
Engineering Design 

Process Page 11

Remove reference to UIBC - configuration/design/project scope has evolved significantly 
since publication of this document

9

Sarris 6
Section 2.4.2 

Property Page 24

General note: Try to stay away from potential property impacts language.  TRPAP 
requirements are for a "final project description" and if the EPR is too ambiguous, it may 
create issues with approving a project at a Preliminary Design level of detail.  It is OK to 
complete this project to Preliminary Design but you should have confidence in the level of 
design and firm up specific requirements, including specific footprint impacts. 

10

Sarris 7
Section 3.1 Study 

Area Page 30

The Study area needs to be better defined. It should include a rationale and justification for 
all field studies.  You have identified a study area but then note investigations were 
undertaken beyond the study area.  The study area should include all field investigation 
limits, which helps justify the study area boundaries.  

11

Sarris 8
Section 4.1 Impact 

Assessment Page 53

Please clarify updated study area.  It appears to just list the existing conditions study area, 
which is fine, but perhaps just note the imapct assessment was refined to include the 
footprint of the imapct vs. the buffer areas?

12

Sarris 9 4.4.3 SAR Page 56

Were any targeted SAR surveys completed or just secondary source and opportunistic field 
investigations? Specifically, any targareted SAR surveys for EM/Bobolink or Myotis bats 
since vegetative impacts may supprot habitat? If not, note that the ecologists review of the 
studies did not warrant targeted surveys or imapcts to SAR are low.

13

Sarris 10 4.7 archaeology Page 59

Was the Stage 1 AA accepted in the register? It should be detailed that a Stage 1 was 
completed and identify the specifics from that report.

14 Sarris 11 4.8.1 Noise Page 59

The noise section remains unclear - was a noise report completed in accordance with some 
standard guideline? If so, which one(s)?  This should be detailed in the section (any reports 
completed should be detailed in the respective sections).  Suggest tightening up the noise 
mitigation - the study would tell you what mitigation is warranted within the policy.

15 Sarris 12
Section 6.2.1.6 

ESA
Page 78

ESA wording is ambiguous. The SAR impacts should be confirmed as part of the EPR 
submission.  Instead of saying potential impacts to be confirmed in DD, say at that this time 
NO SAR impacts are anticipated and that should anything change (e.g. introduction of new 
species, new uplisting, etc.) an ESA Permit or authorization will be obtained prior to 
construction.

Page 2 of 9 8/2/2024
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16 Sarris 13
Section 6.2.1.7 

MNRF
Page 78 Remove this - we do not need anything from MNRF re: SAR.

17 Sarris 14
Section 6.2.1.8 

MCM
Page 79

The commitments needs to better speak to the imapct assessment.  If you said there are no 
heritage features within the study area, why add a comment about removing heritage 
attributes? This opens the EPR up to uncertainty - instead, note that no features were 
observed and should footprint changes occur, you will follow the EPR addneudm process 
and assess enviro imapacts.

18 Sarris 15
Section 6.3.1 

Property
Page 79

noted previously: the TRPAP is a final project description.  Try to avoid saying things like 
property will be confirmed.  Instead, assume you have it covered to a PD level of detail.  If 
things change in DD, you will cover it through the addendum process.  "Should a change to 
the approved project be proposed in the future, the MECP will be consulted pursuant to 
Section 15 (1) of the Transit Projects Regulation to define the assessment process that 
would apply".  At that point, the proponent can decide if its a significant or insignificant 
change.

19 Hasler 16 Glossary of Terms Pg xiii
Fisheries Act definition needs to be revised to match that from Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada (DFO).  

20 Hasler 17
Section 3.2.1 

Natural 
Environment

Pg 31
Include a map that shows the Natural Environment information for terrestrial, fisheries and 
drainage.

21 Hasler 18
Section 3.2.1 

Natural 
Environment

Pg 31 Provide Appendix A for review. 

22 Hasler 19
Section 3.3.1.6 
Fish and Fish 

Habitat
Pg 41

First sentence: DFO mapping? Regular mapping? Revise sentence as watercourses are not 
identified by DFO. 

23 Strachan 1
Section 1.1 

Business Case
Pg 1 Business case analysis is required for projects that exceed $20M in capital costs. Please 

revise $ figure.

24 Strachan 2
Section 1.1 

Business Case
Pg 1

Suggest entire section be removed as in-depth discussion of the business case is not 
necessary for this document. Suggest as an alternative an additional paragraph be added to 
the introduction providing high level messaging on the history of the project in alignment 
with public messaging. Narrative should focus on identification of preferred route with 
termination in Timmins, requiring a station build.

25 Soule1 Section 1.2.1 Pg 4
Instead of referring to Timmins as "part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service" 
refer to it as the new terminus station.

26 Strachan 3
Section 1.3.1 EA 

Process
Pg 5

This reference is incorrect. Please revise to reflect the regulatory changes that went into 
effect February 22, 2024.

27 Zeeshan/Denise 1 Archaeology Pg 14, 24, 31, etc
What is the project area - figure 2-1/3-1 or 2-2? The project area within the larger study 
area needs to be refined. The document lacks clarity regarding what the TRPAP area refers 
to. Project area needs to be clarified throughout the report. 

28 Zeeshan/Denise 2
Section 3.2.4 
Archaeology

Pg 36
3.2.4.2 - unclear why getting PIFs which is an admininistrative process with MCM is under 
methodology/field investigations

29 Zeeshan/Denise 3
Section 3.3.4 
Archaeology

Pg 49-50

Mentioning the forested lands that has archaeological potential is confusing since the 
TRPAP project area is scoped and latter sections of the EA report indicate no potential of 
this scoped project area. Is there a more refined design that encompasses only the footprint 
of the design within the current study area?

30 Zeeshan/Denise 4
Section 4.7 
Archaeology 

Impact Assessment
Pg 59

Section indicates no impacts due to low archaeological potential - need the project area to 
be clear in earlier sections of the report as the larger study area does have areas of 
archaeological potential that will require Stage 2 assessment prior to impact.

Page 3 of 9 8/2/2024
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31 Zeeshan/Denise 5
Section 4.13.4 
Archaeology

Pg 64-65

There is potential within the larger study area until preliminary design is refined; Under 
"mitigation measures/commitments" column, suggest moving bullet 2 to the end; when 
human remains are encountered, the steps should be as follows: 1) First, MTO PM/EP 
should be contacted, 2) MTO will approve a licenced archaeologist to confirm the finds as 
human remains, 3) Police/coroner to be called in if finds are determined to be human 
remains, 4) If police/coroner determine that the finds are archaeological, then the licenced 
archaeologist will notify the Registrar of Burials at MPBSD and a Burial Site Investigation 
process will be initiated, 5) BAO is only involved if it is a confirmed cemetery after all of the 
above steps have been carried out

32 Zeeshan/Denise 6
Section 6.2.1.9 - 

MCM
Pg 79

MCM doesn't "sign-off" on archaeological assessments - they review the archaeological 
licence reports for compliance with the provincial S&Gs and the OHA and if compliant, 
concurs with the recommendations of the report.

33 Zeeshan/Denise 7 Section 6.5.2 Pg 84 Remove reference to Cemeteries act; see comments for section 4.13.4

34 Zeeshan/Denise 8 Section 6.5.4 Pg 84 Is this referring to future work within the larger study area or beyond?

35 Penney 1
3.3.5 Noise and 

Vibration
Pages 50-51

Typically, representative noise receptors are selected in each cardinal direction from the 
project/site. Suggest including more noise receptors to the north and south (e.g. north of 
Duke St. and south of King St.). At the very least, an additional receptor should be included 
to represent noise impacts at the residences located south of King St.

36 Penney 2
Section 4.3 Impact 

Assessment 
Criteria

Page 54, Table 4-2 
Impact 

Assessment 
Criteria

For the environmental factor of Noise and Vibration, the criteria must also include the 
potential effects due to normal operation of the proposal, not just duing contruction.

37 Penney 3
Section 4.8 Noise 

and Vibration
Page 59

The readability and flow of this section would be improved with a paragraph here 
describing the various aspects of operational/construction noise/vibration that were 
evaluated.

38 Penney 4

Section 4.8.1 
Operations and 

Maintenance 
Effects

Page 59, Train 
Operations Noise 

Impacts

Ambient levels are stated, and the guideline limit is stated, but what is the predicted 
impact? More information should be povided here as it is counter-intuitive to a trypical 
reader that noise from a train would be insignificant.

39 Penney 5 

Section 4.8.1 
Operations and 

Maintenance 
Effects

Page 59, Station 
Operations Noise 

Impacts

The way this section is written makes it unclear as to the differentiation between the train 
station and the future bus terminal.

40 Penney 6

Section 4.8.1 
Operations and 

Maintenance 
Effects

Page 59, Station 
Operations Noise 

Impacts

Consideration should be given to the design and layout of the train station, parking lot and 
future bus terminal that can provide significant noise mitigation to nearby receptors.

41 Penney 7

Section 4.8.1 
Operations and 

Maintenance 
Effects

Pages 59 - 61
Noise and Vibration due to maintenance activities are not mentioned in this section at all, 
but the topic appears in the summary table 4-7 under the heading of Monitoring/Future 
Work Commitments.  There should be some explanation in this section.

42 Penney 8 Section 4.8 Pages 59 - 61
The same sentence appears three times in the two sections, "A summary of Noise and 
Vbration impacts, mitigation measures and future work commitments is presented in Table 
4-7 below." Is this a typo, or intentional repetition?

43 Penney 9
Section 4.13.5 

Noise & Vibration
Page 66, Table 4-7

It is recommended that acoustics be considered in the site design and layout so that noise 
and vibration effects can be mitigtated by the strategic location of structures such as the 
station or future bus terminal. This will reduce the need for additional noise mitigation 
measures.

Page 4 of 9 8/2/2024
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44 Penney 10
Section 5.2.1.2 

Public Information 
Centre #1

Page 70
Summary of Public 

Meeting
Noise and 
Vibration

Whistle cessation - While it is understandable that train whistles at crossings are disruptive, 
there is also concern about beginning use on any previously unused portions of the rail 
corridor. It may be a matter of years before the local public get accustomed to the new 
railway usage and additional signs before and at crossings may help to alert the public to 
the change. Any consideration of whistle cessation should be very carefully done given the 
safety risks.

45 Penney 11 Noise and Vibration

What consideration was given to alternative sites for this project? This location is not ideal 
in terms of new noise and vibration impacts on existing receptors (residences). Many old 
train stations are located in the middle of towns because the towns built up over many 
years around the station. As far as noise and vibration impacts are concerned, it is ideal to 
situate a new station away from sensitive receptors.

46 Strachan 4
2.4 Timmins-

Porcupine Station
Pg 12

"… is situated along the Northlander route (Ramore Subdivision) between Matheson Station 
and Cochrane Station.." is a misleading description as Timmins is considered a terminus 
station. The route is Toronto to Timmins, with a connection to Cochrane. Suggest 
rephrasing to more accurately align with existing messaging on the route.

47 Kiki Aravopoulos 1
3.2.3 Data 
Gathering page 34

Guidance from MCM includes using their Criteria for Evaluating Potential Buit Heritage 
Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes but it is unclear whether the screening form 
was used to screen for BHRs and CHLs within the Study Area.

48 Kiki Aravopoulos 2
3.2.3 Data 
Gathering

page 34
Guidance from MCM states that a rationale/justification needs to be provided for the Study 
Area. It does not need to be included here but should be in the Cultural Heritage Report.

49 Kiki Aravopoulos 3

3.2.3.2 
Identification of 
Built Heritage 

Resources and 
Cultural Heritage 

Landscapes

page 35

Screening for cultural heritage value or interest (CHVI) is supported by field review, 
stakeholder engagement and background research in conjuction with MCM’s screening 
form, Criteria for Evaluating Potential for Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage 
Landscapes. Again it is unclear whether the screening form was used.

50 Kiki Aravopolos 4
3.3.3 Cultural 

Heritage
page 49

Remove second sentence. It is enough to say that no known or potential BHRs or CHLs were 
identified within the Study Area. 

51 Kiki Aravopolos 5
Section 6.2.1.8 

MCM
page 79

This section is inaccurate. MCM does not issue approvals under the OHA. Approvals for 
properties that fall under Part IV and Part V are the purview of the municipality. The 
consent of the Minister of MCM is required for PHPPS under Section F.5 of the S&Gs. 
However, ONTC is not a PPB under the S&Gs so the S&Gs would not apply.
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Item #
I.D

(Last name and 
comment #)

Dept/Section
Report Section 

and Page or 
Drawing #

Comment Respondent Name Response

ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification 

Needed
3 - N/A

Example Smith 1
Section 4.0 

Methodology
Second Bullet

Insert text here…

1

Strachan 1

Cultural Heritage: 
Executive 
Summary

Land Use & Socio-
economic: 
Executive 
Summary

Natural 
Environment: 

Executive 
Summary varies by report

References incorrect. Please revise to reflect the regulatory changes that went into effect 
February 22, 2024.

2

Strachan 2

Cultural Heritage: 
Executive 
Summary

Land Use & Socio-
economic: 
Executive 
Summary

Natural 
Environment: 

Executive 
Summary varies by report

… is situated along the Northlander route (Ramore Subdivision) between Matheson Station 
and Cochrane Station.. is a misleading description as Timmins is considered a terminus 
station. The route is Toronto to Timmins, with a connection to Cochrane. Suggest 
rephrasing to more accurately align with existing messaging on the route.

3

Strachan 3

Cultural Heritage: 
Section 1.3

Land Use & Socio-
economic: Section 

1.3

Noise & Vibration: 
Section 1.3

Natural 
Environment: 

Executive 
Summary varies by report

References incorrect. Please revise to reflect the regulatory changes that went into effect 
February 22, 2024.
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Item #
I.D

(Last name and 
comment #)

Dept/Section
Report Section 

and Page or 
Drawing #

Comment Respondent Name Response

ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification 

Needed
3 - N/A

4

Strachan 4

Cultural Heritage: 
Section 2.1

Land Use & Socio-
economic: Section 

2.1

Natural 
Environment: 

Executive 
Summary

Noise & Vibration: 
Section 2.1

Archaeology: varies by report

… is situated along the Northlander route (Ramore Subdivision) between Matheson Station 
and Cochrane Station.. is a misleading description as Timmins is considered a terminus 
station. The route is Toronto to Timmins, with a connection to Cochrane. Suggest 
rephrasing to more accurately align with existing messaging on the route.

5

Hasler 5

Natural 
Environment 

Section 3.2.1.6

Pg. 15

First Sentence: DFO Mapping? Regular Mapping? See same comment from EPR

6

Hasler 6

Natural 
Environment 

Section 3.2.2.3

Pg 19

Last sentence: Add in not fish habitat

7

Hasler 7

Natural 
Environment 
Section 4.3

Pg 22

Include Figure 5 

8 Penney 12

Appendiix B - 
Noise and Vibration 
Existing Conditions 

& Impact 
Assessment Report

Executive 
Summary, 

Page v

Under the red heading of "Potential Impacts, Mitigation Measures & Monitoring, Activites" 
the following statement is made, "The noise impact from train operations is predicted to be 
insignificant at the receptors. As such, mitigation measures are not required." This 
statement is counterintuitive to the general public. It should be explained and given some 
context.

9 Penney 13
Appendix B - Noise 

& Vibration
Section 4.3.1.2 - 
Noise Sources

This does not appear to include the daily train connections to Cochrane as well. (Compare 
with information in Section 2.2. from Draft EPR, April 9, 2024)
The Noise and Vibration study should be updated accordingly.

10 Penney 14
Appendix B - Noise 

& Vibration
Section 4.2.3 - Approach

The FTA algorithm that is implemented in CadnaA is not an approved model for prediction of 
transit noise in Ontario. What are the implicit assumptions made regarding train types, noise 
data, source heights, directivity effects, etc. and what justification is there for using this 
model? Was any consideration given to the type of trains (locomotive and passenger cars) 
and their predicted noise emissions?

It is difficult to comment on the accuracy of the numerical analysis because the engineering 
data and assumptions have not been included in the report.
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ACTION
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3 - N/A

11 Penney 15
Appendix B - Noise 

& Vibration
Section 6.2 - 

Provincial

This section indicates that no provincial permits will be required for noise and vibration. 
However, Section 4.2.2.1 discusses that there are MECP noise limits for the operation of the 
station under NPC-300.  It is likely that an air/noise/vibration ECA or an Air Emissions EASR 
may be required for the station unless there are specific exemptions, which should be 
included here, if any.

12 Penney 16
Appendix B - Noise 

& Vibration
Section 7.0 - 
Future Work

It is recommended that an experienced acoustical consultant be engaged in the design and 
layout of this project. If noise barriers are required then the site layout should be done in a 
manner to ensure the feasibility of such measures. For example, there cannot be a noise 
barrier wall where buses enter or exit the site. This early engagement of acoustical 
expertise can also help to ensure that proposed buildings (such as the station building or 
future proposed maintenance building) can be situated in a location that can provide noise 
sheilding effects.

13 Aravopoulos 1
Appendix C - 

Cultural Heritage
2.2 TRPAP Study 

Area p. 5

The Study Area is defined as all lands that may be affected by a proposed undertaking. The 
Study area should be of sufficient size to allow for an assessment of all impacts from an 
undertaking. The rationale provided should explain how the Study Zone meets this 
objective of identifying all lands that may be affected by the proposed undertaking. 

14 Aravopoulos 2
Appendix C - 

Cultural Heritage

3.5 Consultation 
with Regulatory 
Authorities p. 10

In addition to regulatory authorities,  Community input should be sought from other 
individuals/groups provide them with opportunities to participate in understanding and 
articulating the property’s cultural heritage value. Sources include, but are not limited to, 
municipal heritage committees, local ACO, historical societies, museums, archives, etc.

15 Aravopoulos 3
Appendix C - 

Cultural Heritage

3.5 Consultation 
with Regulatory 
Authorities p. 10

Engagement with Indigenous communities should include a discussion about known or 
potential cultural heritage resources that are of value to them. It is not clear whether 
Indigenous communities were contacted to only provide input about the new rail service or 
whether they were given the opportunity to share knowledge that would assist in the 
identification of heritage resources. 

16 Zeeshan/Denise
Appendix D - 
Archaeology

Executive 
Summary - Pg V

Reference made to two study areas which appear to be the Station study area and TRPAP 
study area (Station study area plus 50 m buffer); however, there is references to "study 
area" in this section and it needs to be clear which study area is being referred to. 
Commitment to future work - this needs to include that if future work is done in the 50 m 
buffer zone, then archaeological assessment may be required (the woodlot is within the 
buffer zone).

17 Zeeshan/Denise
Appendix D - 
Archaeology

3.2.5 Consultation 
with Regulatory 

Authorities - Pg 8

Submission of PIFs to MCM is an administrative requirement of archaeological licences - 
this does not constitute consultation with regulatory authorities.

18 Zeeshan/Denise
Appendix D - 
Archaeology

4.3 Operations and 
Maintenance 

Effects - Pg 23

Both sub-sections 4.3.1 and 4.3.2 refer to the TRPAP Station study area as having  no 
potential. The majority of the appendix refers to the larger TRPAP study area (Station study 
area plus 50 m buffer) which includes areas of archaeological potential (woodlot). The 
report needs to clarify two separate study areas as it is confusing to the reader.

19 Zeeshan/Denise
Appendix D - 
Archaeology

Table 3: Summary 
of Archaeology 

Potential Impacts, 
Mitigation and 

Monitoring 
Commitments - Pg 

25

There is potential within the larger study area until preliminary design is refined; Under 
"mitigation measures/commitments" column, suggest moving bullet 2 to the end; when 
human remains are encountered, the steps should be as follows: 1) First, MTO PM/EP 
should be contacted, 2) MTO will approve a licenced archaeologist to confirm the finds as 
human remains, 3) Police/coroner to be called in if finds are determined to be human 
remains, 4) If police/coroner determine that the finds are archaeological, then the licenced 
archaeologist will notify the Registrar of Burials at MPBSD and a Burial Site Investigation 
process will be initiated, 5) BAO is only involved if it is a confirmed cemetery after all of the 
above steps have been carried out
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20 Zeeshan/Denise
Appendix D - 
Archaeology

7.0 Future Work - 
Pg 27

This section states that the Station study area does not have archaeological potential - as 
previous comments - the document needs to clarify the differences in TRPAP study area and 
the Station Study area. Areas beyond the Station study area has archaeological potential 
that requires Stage 2 assessment.

21 Zeeshan/Denise
Appendix D - 
Archaeology

Overall

The report is not formatted in the typical format for archaeological assessments.  There is 
general confusion throughout the report about what the "study area" entails -- whether it is 
the station study area or the TRPAP study area (station study area and 50 m buffer).  ASI’s 
sections and their map of recommendations (Figure 9 of the appendix) refers to the larger 
TRPAP study area which includes the buffer which has areas of archaeological potential. So 
for the book-end sections of the appendix to suggest that there is no archaeological 
potential or impact to resources is confusing.  MTO would prefer to see originals of draft 
reports prepared by consultants – is it possible to see the draft report that was prepared by 
ASI.  The appendix as it is now is not one that would be submitted to MCM by the licensed 
archaeologist.

22 Sarris 1 Terrestrail Report
Page v exec 

summary

General comment: Try not to refer TRPAP as an environemntal assessment.  Refer to the 
study as being subject to Ontario Regulation 242/08

23 Sarris 2 Terrestrail Report Page 9 Can you confirm if the methodologies for terrerestrail ecosystems was completed in 
accordance to the MTO Environmental Reference for Highway Design (ERHD)? It does not 

24 Sarris 3 Terrestrail Report
Page 9 Section 

3.1.5

isnt ONTC exempt from the Conservation Authorities Act (under Section 28) as they are a 
crown agency?  If so, should be started that ONTC will not obtain regulation permits under 
this regulation.
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Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across 
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service 
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station 
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train 
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario 
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP, 
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will 
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link 
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t

hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:31 PM
To: Ault, Greg (He/Him) (MECP) <Greg.Ault@ontario.ca>; Cressman, Charlene (She/Her) (MMAH) 
<Charlene.Cressman@ontario.ca>; Schmidt, Leah (MND) <Leah.Schmidt@ontario.ca>;
'tracy.legasy@ontario.ca' <tracy.legasy@ontario.ca>; Leonard, Sylvie (MTO)
<Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>; Pearce, James
(He/Him) (MTO) <James.Pearce@ontario.ca>; Schveighardt, Rick (IO)
<Richard.Schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca>; Wayne Kelly <wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca>; 
'David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca' <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca 
McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<Krystal.Perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C03bb93f669d343a8d3f908dc9d27f64c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638558042202035092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wet8X%2F9ujWTM7FmHozw8Q7InBVIRJUUWnATSnj5OfRM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C03bb93f669d343a8d3f908dc9d27f64c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638558042202035092%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wet8X%2F9ujWTM7FmHozw8Q7InBVIRJUUWnATSnj5OfRM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C03bb93f669d343a8d3f908dc9d27f64c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638558042202052094%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pq1eEEkEjOcwyx3PWtGt0NtMCECfrdNF0pzhFRWpiqg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C03bb93f669d343a8d3f908dc9d27f64c%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638558042202062998%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3tJuNOznvC6Nj67CpSlA2QeTCW5pZvSBBz8n3auDN6U%3D&reserved=0
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Kate Bondett
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 12:34:00 PM
Attachments: Copy of Notice of Commencement Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.msg

Good Afternoon,
 
We’re writing in regards to the Ontario Northland: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project
Assessment Process. As a follow up to our circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report in
April 2024, and Notice of Commencement message from July 19 (attached here), we are writing to
confirm that you have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the project. If you could
please respond via e-mail to confirm this by August 16, it would be very much appreciated.
 
We look forward to hearing from you.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

 
From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:31 PM
To: 'greg.ault@ontario.ca' <greg.ault@ontario.ca>; 'charlene.cressman@ontario.ca'
<charlene.cressman@ontario.ca>; 'leah.schmidt@ontario.ca' <leah.schmidt@ontario.ca>;
'tracy.legasy@ontario.ca' <tracy.legasy@ontario.ca>; 'Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca'
<Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>;
'James.Pearce@ontario.ca' <James.Pearce@ontario.ca>;
'richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca' <richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca>;
'wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca' <wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca>;
'David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca' <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca
McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
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Copy of Notice of Commencement: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process

		From

		Miljus, Alexia L

		To

		richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca

		Cc

		Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk

		Recipients

		richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca; asaltarelli@gfnet.com; Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca; krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca



Good Afternoon,





 





On behalf of Ontario Northland, and as a follow up to our previous e-mail distribution issued on May 30th (attached here), ONTC would like to ensure you successfully received and are aware of the Notice of Commencement for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process. Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement.





 





Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated transportation network.





 





A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The environmental impacts associated with the Project are being assessed in accordance with Ontario Regulation 231/08 (Transit and Rail Regulation) – Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.  





 





Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement for additional information about the project and how to provide any feedback you might have.





 





Thank you,





 





Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner





Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3





O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com





Excellence Delivered As Promised





gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter  





 





PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.





 





CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 



Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          



Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  



The Project 



A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 



For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 



The Process 



The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 



Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 



Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 



Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 



Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 



This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 





https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 



ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 



d’information du public          



Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  



Le projet 



Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 



Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 



Le processus 



Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



L’occasion de vous exprimer 



En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 



Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 



Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 



Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 



Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 





https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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From: Brooks Tuckett
To: Veronica Campbell
Subject: FW: Public Information Centre Notice
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 10:14:28 AM



From: Ontario Northland [mailto:info@ontarionorthland.ca] 
Sent: May 30, 2024 4:31 PM
Subject: Public Information Centre Notice



Good afternoon,
Ontario Northland is excited to be making progress towards the new era of the
Northlander. As a vital part of our community, we want to keep you informed and
involved in this exciting development and progress on the construction of the
proposed new Timmins-Porcupine Station.
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine station will feature a wide range of amenities,
including a train platform, station building, outdoor parking, bus bays, a taxi stand, a
designated passenger pick-up/drop-off area and a municipal bus stop. Situated along
the existing rail corridor just west of Bob’s Lake, the station aims to revolutionize
transportation connectivity in our region.



Highlighting the success of our first public information centre, Ontario Northland’s
project team received valuable feedback and engaged in insightful discussions with
community members who could attend.
We invite you to join us at our second public information centre event to learn more
about the proposed Timmins-Porcupine station, the status of engineering designs and
the results of the environmental studies to date. This is an opportunity to share
feedback and learn more about the progress being made.





mailto:Brooks.Tuckett@ontarionorthland.ca
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· Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024
· Time: Drop in between 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
· Location: Northern College, Timmins Campus
· Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine, ON P0N 1H0
For more details about the project, please visit our website here. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact our Project Team at pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Bonjour,
Ontario Northland se réjouit des progrès accomplis en vue de la nouvelle ère du
service de train de passagers Northlander. Vu toute son importance pour notre
communauté, nous souhaitons maintenir votre intérêt à l’égard de ce projet
passionnant et vous tenir informés de celui‑ci et de l’avancement des travaux de
construction de la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée.
Cette gare comprendra un large éventail d’aménagements, notamment un quai, un
bâtiment, un parc de stationnement extérieur, des zones d’arrêt d’autobus, une station
de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le débarquement des passagers,
et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. Située le long du corridor ferroviaire actuel, tout justeà
l’ouest de Bob’s Lake, la gare a pour objet de révolutionner la connectivité des
transports dans notre région.



Notre première séance d’information publique s’est révélée un succès. Eneffet,
l’équipe de projet d’Ontario Northland a reçu des commentaires de grandevaleur et a
pris part à des discussions pertinentes avec les membres de lacommunauté qui ont
pu assister à la séance.
Nous vous invitons à vous joindre à nous lors de notre deuxième séance d’information





https://ontarionorthland.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=290f0c7a8256e02eea1a9e58b&id=a6d1a08fb1&e=fd47fea3c1
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publique pour en savoirplus sur la gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée, sur
l’état d’avancement desconcepts techniques et sur les résultats des études
environnementales menées jusqu’à présent. Ce sera l’occasion de formuler des
commentaires et d’en apprendre davantage à propos des progrès réalisés.
· Date: Lemercredi 19 juin 2024
· Heure: Présentez-vousentre 11 h et 14 h, ou entre 16 h et 19 h
· Lieu: Northern College, campusde Timmins
· Adresse : 4715, route 101 Est, South Porcupine (Ontario) P0N 1H0
Pour obtenir plus de détails sur le projet, consultez notre site Web, ici. Si vous avez
des questions ou despréoccupations, veuillez communiquer avec notre équipe de
projet, à l’adresse pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Copyright © 2024 Ontario Northland, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because you opted in to receive special offers and news



from Ontario Northland. 



Our mailing address is:
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St E
North Bay, ON P1B 8E3
Canada



Add us to your address book



Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C68c1d6bb586447ee08fc08dc58bac488%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482806415716883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GQKLzKdzrwYgO6Oa%2BznVw4E0xEMlB0QSPkmmwt7D6D0%3D&reserved=0
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mailto:kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontarionorthland.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C68c1d6bb586447ee08fc08dc58bac488%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482806415735496%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B0FDFanocz60LUnIXjVTV7uYeG8gW8Y1wG%2FZHy5f4lQ%3D&reserved=0


Hydro One 

Ontario Heritage Trust



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; "Veronica Campbell"; Krystal Perepeluk; "Kate Bondett"
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 12:40:00 PM
Attachments: Copy of Notice of Commencement Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.msg

Good Afternoon,

We’re writing in regards to the Ontario Northland: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project
Assessment Process. As a follow up to our circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report in
April 2024, and Notice of Commencement message from July 19 (attached here), we are writing to
confirm that you have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the project. If you could
please respond via e-mail to confirm this by August 16, it would be very much appreciated.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:31 PM
To: 'greg.ault@ontario.ca' <greg.ault@ontario.ca>; 'charlene.cressman@ontario.ca'
<charlene.cressman@ontario.ca>; 'leah.schmidt@ontario.ca' <leah.schmidt@ontario.ca>;
'tracy.legasy@ontario.ca' <tracy.legasy@ontario.ca>; 'Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca'
<Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>;
'James.Pearce@ontario.ca' <James.Pearce@ontario.ca>;
'richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca' <richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca>;
'wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca' <wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca>;
'David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca' <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca
McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
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Good Afternoon,





 





On behalf of Ontario Northland, and as a follow up to our previous e-mail distribution issued on May 30th (attached here), ONTC would like to ensure you successfully received and are aware of the Notice of Commencement for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process. Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement.





 





Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated transportation network.





 





A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The environmental impacts associated with the Project are being assessed in accordance with Ontario Regulation 231/08 (Transit and Rail Regulation) – Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.  





 





Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement for additional information about the project and how to provide any feedback you might have.





 





Thank you,





 





Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner





Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3





O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com





Excellence Delivered As Promised





gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter  





 





PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.





 





CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 



Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          



Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  



The Project 



A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 



For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 



The Process 



The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 



Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 



Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 



Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 



Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 



This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 





https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 



ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 



d’information du public          



Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  



Le projet 



Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 



Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 



Le processus 



Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



L’occasion de vous exprimer 



En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 



Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 



Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 



Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 



Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 





https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/fr
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From: Brooks Tuckett
To: Veronica Campbell
Subject: FW: Public Information Centre Notice
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 10:14:28 AM



From: Ontario Northland [mailto:info@ontarionorthland.ca] 
Sent: May 30, 2024 4:31 PM
Subject: Public Information Centre Notice



Good afternoon,
Ontario Northland is excited to be making progress towards the new era of the
Northlander. As a vital part of our community, we want to keep you informed and
involved in this exciting development and progress on the construction of the
proposed new Timmins-Porcupine Station.
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine station will feature a wide range of amenities,
including a train platform, station building, outdoor parking, bus bays, a taxi stand, a
designated passenger pick-up/drop-off area and a municipal bus stop. Situated along
the existing rail corridor just west of Bob’s Lake, the station aims to revolutionize
transportation connectivity in our region.



Highlighting the success of our first public information centre, Ontario Northland’s
project team received valuable feedback and engaged in insightful discussions with
community members who could attend.
We invite you to join us at our second public information centre event to learn more
about the proposed Timmins-Porcupine station, the status of engineering designs and
the results of the environmental studies to date. This is an opportunity to share
feedback and learn more about the progress being made.
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· Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024
· Time: Drop in between 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
· Location: Northern College, Timmins Campus
· Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine, ON P0N 1H0
For more details about the project, please visit our website here. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact our Project Team at pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Bonjour,
Ontario Northland se réjouit des progrès accomplis en vue de la nouvelle ère du
service de train de passagers Northlander. Vu toute son importance pour notre
communauté, nous souhaitons maintenir votre intérêt à l’égard de ce projet
passionnant et vous tenir informés de celui‑ci et de l’avancement des travaux de
construction de la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée.
Cette gare comprendra un large éventail d’aménagements, notamment un quai, un
bâtiment, un parc de stationnement extérieur, des zones d’arrêt d’autobus, une station
de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le débarquement des passagers,
et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. Située le long du corridor ferroviaire actuel, tout justeà
l’ouest de Bob’s Lake, la gare a pour objet de révolutionner la connectivité des
transports dans notre région.



Notre première séance d’information publique s’est révélée un succès. Eneffet,
l’équipe de projet d’Ontario Northland a reçu des commentaires de grandevaleur et a
pris part à des discussions pertinentes avec les membres de lacommunauté qui ont
pu assister à la séance.
Nous vous invitons à vous joindre à nous lors de notre deuxième séance d’information





https://ontarionorthland.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=290f0c7a8256e02eea1a9e58b&id=a6d1a08fb1&e=fd47fea3c1
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publique pour en savoirplus sur la gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée, sur
l’état d’avancement desconcepts techniques et sur les résultats des études
environnementales menées jusqu’à présent. Ce sera l’occasion de formuler des
commentaires et d’en apprendre davantage à propos des progrès réalisés.
· Date: Lemercredi 19 juin 2024
· Heure: Présentez-vousentre 11 h et 14 h, ou entre 16 h et 19 h
· Lieu: Northern College, campusde Timmins
· Adresse : 4715, route 101 Est, South Porcupine (Ontario) P0N 1H0
Pour obtenir plus de détails sur le projet, consultez notre site Web, ici. Si vous avez
des questions ou despréoccupations, veuillez communiquer avec notre équipe de
projet, à l’adresse pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Copyright © 2024 Ontario Northland, All rights reserved. 
You are receiving this email because you opted in to receive special offers and news



from Ontario Northland. 



Our mailing address is:
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St E
North Bay, ON P1B 8E3
Canada



Add us to your address book



Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7C68c1d6bb586447ee08fc08dc58bac488%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638482806415716883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GQKLzKdzrwYgO6Oa%2BznVw4E0xEMlB0QSPkmmwt7D6D0%3D&reserved=0
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Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 

Assessment Process & Public Information Centre      

Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  

The Project 

A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 

For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 

The Process 

The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 

Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 

Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 

Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024 Location: Northern College 

Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 

Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 

This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 

https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not
click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "Crystal Percival"; David Vallier
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk; Kate Bondett; Graham, Jessica
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Friday, July 12, 2024 11:59:00 AM

Hi Crystal,
 
Thank you for the confirmation.
 
Have a great weekend,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
 

From: Crystal Percival <crystal.percival@mattagamiregion.ca> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 11:57 AM
To: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; David Vallier <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

 
Good day Alexia,
 
Thank you for providing the requested information.
 
Please be advised that the Mattagami Region Conservation Authority has no
comments or concerns regarding the Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP.
 
Should you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact our
office.
 

mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
mailto:crystal.percival@mattagamiregion.ca
mailto:David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c954c53e9a2e4d199e3b844c3301fc12-45ba7255-7a
mailto:Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=b00c9e10080e4cf3922081a4705bb0dd-2d77caf2-c2
mailto:Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:amiljus@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming
http://www.facebook.com/GannettFleming
http://www.twitter.com/gannettfleming


Best regards,
 
Crystal Percival
Drinking Water Source Protection Lead/Planner
Mattagami Region Conservation Authority
100 Lakeshore Road, Timmins, ON P4N 8R5
Phone: (705) 360-2660 ext. 7417
Fax: (705) 360-2692
Email: crystal.percival@mattagamiregion.ca
DWSP Website: www.dwsp.ca
MRCA Website: www.mattagamiregion.ca
 
 
 
From: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 11:11 AM
To: Crystal Percival <crystal.percival@mattagamiregion.ca>; David Vallier
<David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 
EXTERNAL E-MAIL WARNING - Avoid clicking links or opening attachments and
content from external senders unless you are certain it is safe to do so. Exercise
caution - If you are unsure, please contact ITD.

 
Hi Crystal,
 
You can find the location of the project within the Notice of Commencement, which you received a
copy of on May 30, 2024.
 
Additionally, the Draft EPR and associated Natural Environment Report can be downloaded here:
https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-s2ce8d5edb94f4559bf4b807cc154b807
 
Please confirm if you have any comments at your earliest convenience.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
 

From: Crystal Percival <crystal.percival@mattagamiregion.ca> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 10:29 AM
To: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; David Vallier <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 

 
Good day Alexia,
 
Can you please provide me with the property location for the new station.
 
Thank you!
 
Best regards,
 
Crystal Percival
Drinking Water Source Protection Lead/Planner
Mattagami Region Conservation Authority
100 Lakeshore Road, Timmins, ON P4N 8R5
Phone: (705) 360-2660 ext. 7417
Fax: (705) 360-2692
Email: crystal.percival@mattagamiregion.ca
DWSP Website: www.dwsp.ca
MRCA Website: www.mattagamiregion.ca
 
 
 
From: Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 12, 2024 10:17 AM
To: David Vallier <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn
<Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
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<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca>;
Graham, Jessica <jegraham@GFNET.com>; Crystal Percival <crystal.percival@mattagamiregion.ca>
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
 
EXTERNAL E-MAIL WARNING - Avoid clicking links or opening attachments and
content from external senders unless you are certain it is safe to do so. Exercise
caution - If you are unsure, please contact ITD.

 
Good Morning David,
 
As a follow up to the circulation of the Draft EPR in April 2024, we are writing to confirm that you
have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP. If you
could please respond via e-mail to confirm this, it would be very much appreciated.
 
We look forward to hearing from you.
 
Thank you,
 
Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
 

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:31 PM
To: 'greg.ault@ontario.ca' <greg.ault@ontario.ca>; 'charlene.cressman@ontario.ca'
<charlene.cressman@ontario.ca>; 'leah.schmidt@ontario.ca' <leah.schmidt@ontario.ca>;
'tracy.legasy@ontario.ca' <tracy.legasy@ontario.ca>; 'Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca'
<Sylvie.Leonard@ontario.ca>; Soule, Jillian (MTO) <Jillian.Soule@ontario.ca>;
'James.Pearce@ontario.ca' <James.Pearce@ontario.ca>;
'richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca' <richard.schveighardt@infrastructureontario.ca>;
'wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca' <wayne.kelly@heritagetrust.on.ca>;
'David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca' <David.Vallier@mattagamiregion.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca
McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Good afternoon,
 
I hope this finds you well.
 
Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.
 
As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.
 
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).
 
The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.
 
We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.
 
If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
 
Regards,
 
Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3
 
P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
 
 

Visit our website:
http://www.timmins.ca/

DISCLAIMER: This message may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and is intended to be for the use of the individual (s) or
entity named above. This material may contain confidential or personal
information which may be subject to the provisions of the Municipal Freedom
of Information & Protection of Privacy Act. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, any use, review, retransmission, distribution,
dissemination, copying, printing, or other use of, or taking of any action
in reliance upon this e-mail, is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this e-mail in error, please contact the sender and delete the original and

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cc8bacd08ca6e49e034a608dca28b394e%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638563966066605670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R1rfWxd4vDqj%2By4fR3Fv9mt7cDt6pvKRupPYmIDhqoU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgfnet.sharefile.com%2Fd-s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cc8bacd08ca6e49e034a608dca28b394e%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638563966066605670%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R1rfWxd4vDqj%2By4fR3Fv9mt7cDt6pvKRupPYmIDhqoU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fontarionorthland.ca%2Fen%2Ftravel%2Fnorthlander-passenger-train&data=05%7C02%7Camiljus%40GFNET.com%7Cc8bacd08ca6e49e034a608dca28b394e%7C7ec50e1637874697b086795dd54b8c9a%7C0%7C0%7C638563966066611564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LGUh2Rq%2By%2B2fa9kbCySek5dk4OMAJharIr5RVSKpacw%3D&reserved=0
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any copy of this e-mail, and any printout thereof, immediately. Your
cooperation is appreciated.

 

Visit our website:
http://www.timmins.ca/

DISCLAIMER: This message may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and is intended to be for the use of the individual (s) or
entity named above. This material may contain confidential or personal
information which may be subject to the provisions of the Municipal Freedom
of Information & Protection of Privacy Act. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, any use, review, retransmission, distribution,
dissemination, copying, printing, or other use of, or taking of any action
in reliance upon this e-mail, is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this e-mail in error, please contact the sender and delete the original and
any copy of this e-mail, and any printout thereof, immediately. Your
cooperation is appreciated.

http://www.timmins.ca/


Hydro One 

City of Timmins



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Saltarelli, Amber
To: Cindy Welsh
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Graham, Jessica; Ashberry, Helena; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Batista, Cindy (MECP);

Hadlari, Wai (MECP); Steph Palmateer; Ken Krcel; Scott Tam; Scott Collin; Dave Landers
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)
Date: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 3:21:56 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you Cindy – much appreciated.
 
Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America 
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 
 
PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: We are committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts in projects. Accordingly, project documentation will be provided in electronic format only unless
clients specifically request hard copies. Visit our website to read more about our sustainability commitment.
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the
named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution, or copying of it or its contents is
prohibited.

 
From: Cindy Welsh <Cindy.Welsh@timmins.ca> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 18, 2024 1:56 PM
To: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Steph
Palmateer <Steph.Palmateer@timmins.ca>; Ken Krcel <Ken.Krcel@timmins.ca>; Scott Tam
<Scott.Tam@timmins.ca>; Scott Collin <Scott.Collin@timmins.ca>; Dave Landers
<Dave.Landers@timmins.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

 

 
Good afternoon Amber,
 
Please note the City has reviewed the responses to our comments.  At this time, City
staff do not have any comments to add.
 
Cheers

mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
mailto:Cindy.Welsh@timmins.ca
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mailto:jegraham@gfnet.com
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
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mailto:Dave.Landers@timmins.ca
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http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming



 
Cindy Welsh, RPP, MCIP
Manager of Planning
City of Timmins
Tel:  (705) 360-2600 Ext. 3377
Fax:  (705) 360-2678
www.timmins.ca
 

 
From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 17, 2024 12:08 PM
To: Cindy Welsh <Cindy.Welsh@timmins.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>; Steph
Palmateer <Steph.Palmateer@timmins.ca>; Ken Krcel <Ken.Krcel@timmins.ca>; Scott Tam
<Scott.Tam@timmins.ca>; Scott Collin <Scott.Collin@timmins.ca>; Dave Landers
<Dave.Landers@timmins.ca>
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)
Importance: High

 
EXTERNAL E-MAIL WARNING - Avoid clicking links or opening attachments and
content from external senders unless you are certain it is safe to do so. Exercise
caution - If you are unsure, please contact ITD.

 

Good Afternoon Cindy,
 
On behalf of ONTC, please find attached responses to comments provided on August 29th. 
Once you've reviewed, please confirm back to us by tomorrow EOD (Tues September 18th)
that you are satisfied with the responses and have no further concerns regarding the
EPR/TRPAP.
 
Thank you,
 
Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President
Environmental Services Practice Lead – North America 
Gannett Fleming TranSystems | 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn 
 

http://www.timmins.ca/
mailto:asaltarelli@GFNET.com
mailto:Cindy.Welsh@timmins.ca
mailto:krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:jegraham@GFNET.com
mailto:hashberry@GFNET.com
mailto:amiljus@GFNET.com
mailto:Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca
mailto:Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca
mailto:Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca
mailto:Steph.Palmateer@timmins.ca
mailto:Ken.Krcel@timmins.ca
mailto:Scott.Tam@timmins.ca
mailto:Scott.Collin@timmins.ca
mailto:Dave.Landers@timmins.ca
mailto:asaltarelli@gfnet.com
http://www.gannettfleming.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/gannett-fleming


[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Cindy Welsh
To: Saltarelli, Amber
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Graham, Jessica; Ashberry, Helena; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Batista, Cindy (MECP);

Hadlari, Wai (MECP); Steph Palmateer; Ken Krcel; Scott Tam; Scott Collin; Dave Landers
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)
Date: Thursday, August 29, 2024 12:59:50 PM
Attachments: image001.png

COT Comments - Environmental Project Report, Aug. 29, 2024.xlsx

Good afternoon Amber,

Thank you for the opportunity to review the reports that were sent to the City of
Timmins, on August 9, 2024.  Please find attached the City of Timmins comments
relating to this review.  If you or anyone from your group has questions, please feel
free to reach out.

Thank you.

Cindy Welsh, RPP, MCIP
Manager of Planning
City of Timmins
Tel:  (705) 360-2600 Ext. 3377
Fax:  (705) 360-2678
www.timmins.ca
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Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…

		1		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Environmental Project Report Revised, August 8, 2024		Table 5-8 , Item 1		The City of Timmins will circulate the site plan control application to the Ministry of Mines, when submitted for approval.  It is suggested that ONTC preconsult with the Ministry of Mines, to determine if any studies are required.  The City has previously provided the contact information to ONTC, for the Ministry of Mines.

		2		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix A: Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report, July 26, 2024		Pg. 7, Subsection 3.1.2		Second bullet point should read Provincial Policy Statement (2020).

		3		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix A: Natural Environment Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report, July 26, 2024		Pg. 22, Subsection 4.2.2.1, third paragraph, first sentence.		May want to include moose and bear when referring to large mammals.

		4		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix B:  Land Use & Socio-economic Existing Conditions & impact Assessment Report, July 26, 2024		Pg. v, Existing Conditions 		May want to use the term "Sensitive Land Uses" as per the Provincial Policy Statement (2020) instead of "sensitive facilities."  Not known where the term "sensitive facilities" is from.

		5		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix B:  Land Use & Socio-economic Existing Conditions & impact Assessment Report, July 26, 2024		Pg. 20, Subsection 4.2.1.1., second paragraph, last sentence.		Has the ONTC consulted with the local snowmobile club to determine any required mitigation or offset measures as it relates to the snowmobile trail route?

		6		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix B:  Land Use & Socio-economic Existing Conditions & impact Assessment Report, July 26, 2024		Pg. 20, Subsection 4.2.1.2 Sensitive Facilities		May want to use the term "Sensitive Land Uses" as per the Provincial Policy Statement (2020) instead of "sensitive facilities." 

		7		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix B:  Land Use & Socio-economic Existing Conditions & impact Assessment Report, July 26, 2024		Pg. 21, Subsection 4.2.2.2 , Third paragraph from the end of this section, last sentence.		The City of Timmins will circulate the site plan control application to the Ministry of Mines, when submitted for approval.  It is suggested that ONTC preconsult with the Ministry of Mines, to determine if any studies are required.  The City has previously provided the contact information to ONTC, for the Ministry of Mines.

		8		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix B:  Land Use & Socio-economic Existing Conditions & impact Assessment Report, July 26, 2024		Pg. 21, Subsection 4.2.2.2 , Last paragraph		The following is stated in the last paragraph:  Based on the conceptual design for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station at the time of writing this report, the station requires approximately 397 square metres of lands owned by the City of Timmins (i.e., Falcon Street). Ontario Northland will obtain encroachment permits with the City of Timmins.  Easements will not be required.     The City of Timmins is seeking clarification on this statement. 

		9		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix B:  Land Use & Socio-economic Existing Conditions & impact Assessment Report, July 26, 2024		Pg. 23, Section 4.3.3 , third bullet point.		This bullet point, at the end, states there may be work done at night.  The City of Timmins has a Noise By-law, being By-law No. 2006-6339.  ONTC should review this by-law to see if any exemptions, which will need to be approved via Council resolution, will need to be applied for.

		10		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix B:  Land Use & Socio-economic Existing Conditions & impact Assessment Report, July 26, 2024		Pg. 29, Section 6.1 Site Plan Control		For municipal site plan control approval, there are a number of studies that will need to be completed. The City of Timmins Engineering Department has identified the following: Storm Water Management Plan, Lot Grading Plan, Site Servicing Plan and the need for confirmation on bus turning radii for merging onto Queen Ave.  This is a preliminary list and there may be other studies required as ONTC moves through the site plan control approval process.  The City will require a final copy of the Traffic Study that has been prepared as well. A future bus maintenance and storage facility may be built in the future, and an amendment to site plan control will be required, if this future development moves forward.  Further studies may be required.

		11		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix D:  Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment Report, July 24, 2024		Pg. 4, Table 1: Project Components		With regards to the Municipal Bus Stop, include the following footnote:  Municipal Bus Stop may no longer be required by the City of Timmins.  One/if confirmed, this component will be removed from the project scope.

		12		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix E:  Noise & Vibration Existing Conditions & Impact Assessment Report, July 26, 2024		Pg. 20, Section 6.3 Municipal		The report states the following:  Municipal permits related to noise and vibration are not expected to be required as Ontario Northland is not required to abide by the City of Timmins's noise by-law.  As such, noise exemption permits for construction activity outside the permitted hours is not required.   If ONTC has an exemption from the noise by-law, please provide this to the City of Timmins.  If not, ONTC will need to abide by the municipal noise by-law.  Any exemptions will require approval through a Council resolution.

		13		City of Timmins Staff Comments		Appendix F:  Traffic Assessment Report, August 6, 2024		Pg. 26, Table 13:  Traffic- Potential Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments		In the fourth column, bullet point  eight, where it references Paramedic services, please include City of Timmins Fire Department, Timmins Police Service and Ontario Provincial Police (South Porcupine Detachment).















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	


&"Arial,Italic"Page &P of &N	&D




image1.jpeg



image2.png





Item #
I.D

(Last name and 
comment #)

Dept/Section
Report Section 

and Page or 
Drawing #

Comment Respondent Name Response

ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification 

Needed
3 - N/A

Example Smith 1 Section 4.0 
Methodology Second Bullet

Insert text here…

1
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Environmental 
Project Report 
Revised, August 8, 
2024 Table 5-8 , Item 1

The City of Timmins will circulate the site plan control application to the Ministry of 
Mines, when submitted for approval.  It is suggested that ONTC preconsult with the 
Ministry of Mines, to determine if any studies are required.  The City has previously 
provided the contact information to ONTC, for the Ministry of Mines.

2
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Appendix A: Natural 
Environment 
Existing Conditions 
& Impact 
Assessment 
Report, July 26, 
2024

Pg. 7, Subsection 
3.1.2 Second bullet point should read Provincial Policy Statement (2020).

3
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Appendix A: Natural
Environment 
Existing Conditions 
& Impact 
Assessment 
Report, July 26, 
2024

Pg. 22, Subsection 
4.2.2.1, third 
paragraph, first 
sentence. May want to include moose and bear when referring to large mammals.

4
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Appendix B:  Land 
Use & Socio-
economic Existing 
Conditions & 
impact Assessment 
Report, July 26, 
2024

Pg. v, Existing 
Conditions 

May want to use the term "Sensitive Land Uses" as per the Provincial Policy 
Statement (2020) instead of "sensitive facilities."  Not known where the term 
"sensitive facilities" is from.

5
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Appendix B:  Land 
Use & Socio-
economic Existing 
Conditions & 
impact Assessment 
Report, July 26, 
2024

Pg. 20, Subsection 
4.2.1.1., second 
paragraph, last 
sentence.

Has the ONTC consulted with the local snowmobile club to determine any required 
mitigation or offset measures as it relates to the snowmobile trail route?

6
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Appendix B:  Land 
Use & Socio-
economic Existing 
Conditions & 
impact Assessment 
Report, July 26, 
2024

Pg. 20, Subsection 
4.2.1.2 Sensitive 
Facilities

May want to use the term "Sensitive Land Uses" as per the Provincial Policy 
Statement (2020) instead of "sensitive facilities." 

7
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Appendix B:  Land 
Use & Socio-
economic Existing 
Conditions & 
impact Assessment 
Report, July 26, 
2024

Pg. 21, Subsection 
4.2.2.2 , Third 
paragraph from the 
end of this section, 
last sentence.

The City of Timmins will circulate the site plan control application to the Ministry of 
Mines, when submitted for approval.  It is suggested that ONTC preconsult with the 
Ministry of Mines, to determine if any studies are required.  The City has previously 
provided the contact information to ONTC, for the Ministry of Mines.
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Item #
I.D

(Last name and 
comment #)

Dept/Section
Report Section 

and Page or 
Drawing #

Comment Respondent Name Response

ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification 

Needed
3 - N/A

8
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Appendix B:  Land 
Use & Socio-
economic Existing 
Conditions & 
impact Assessment 
Report, July 26, 
2024

Pg. 21, Subsection 
4.2.2.2 , Last 
paragraph

The following is stated in the last paragraph:  Based on the conceptual design for the 
proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station at the time of writing this report, the station 
requires approximately 397 square metres of lands owned by the City of Timmins 
(i.e., Falcon Street). Ontario Northland will obtain encroachment permits with the City 
of Timmins.  Easements will not be required.     The City of Timmins is seeking 
clarification on this statement. 

9
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

pp    
Use & Socio-
economic Existing 
Conditions & 
impact Assessment 
Report, July 26, 
2024

Pg. 23, Section 
4.3.3 , third bullet 
point.

This bullet point, at the end, states there may be work done at night.  The City of 
Timmins has a Noise By-law, being By-law No. 2006-6339.  ONTC should review this 
by-law to see if any exemptions, which will need to be approved via Council 
resolution, will need to be applied for.

10
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

pp    
Use & Socio-
economic Existing 
Conditions & 
impact Assessment 
Report, July 26, 
2024

Pg. 29, Section 6.1 
Site Plan Control

 p   p   pp ,         
to be completed. The City of Timmins Engineering Department has identified the 
following: Storm Water Management Plan, Lot Grading Plan, Site Servicing Plan and 
the need for confirmation on bus turning radii for merging onto Queen Ave.  This is a 
preliminary list and there may be other studies required as ONTC moves through the 
site plan control approval process.  The City will require a final copy of the Traffic 
Study that has been prepared as well. A future bus maintenance and storage facility 

11
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Appendix D:  Stage 
1 Archaeological 
Assessment 
Report, July 24, 
2024

Pg. 4, Table 1: 
Project 
Components

With regards to the Municipal Bus Stop, include the following footnote:  Municipal 
Bus Stop may no longer be required by the City of Timmins.  One/if confirmed, this 
component will be removed from the project scope.

12
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Appendix E:  Noise 
& Vibration Existing 
Conditions & 
Impact Assessment 
Report, July 26, 
2024

Pg. 20, Section 6.3 
Municipal

The report states the following:  Municipal permits related to noise and vibration are 
not expected to be required as Ontario Northland is not required to abide by the City 
of Timmins's noise by-law.  As such, noise exemption permits for construction activity 
outside the permitted hours is not required.   If ONTC has an exemption from the 
noise by-law, please provide this to the City of Timmins.  If not, ONTC will need to 
abide by the municipal noise by-law.  Any exemptions will require approval through a 
Council resolution.

13
City of Timmins Staff 
Comments

Appendix F:  Traffic 
Assessment 
Report, August 6, 
2024

Pg. 26, Table 13:  
Traffic- Potential 
Impacts, Mitigation 
and Monitoring 
Commitments

In the fourth column, bullet point  eight, where it references Paramedic services, 
please include City of Timmins Fire Department, Timmins Police Service and Ontario 
Provincial Police (South Porcupine Detachment).
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Cindy Welsh
To: Saltarelli, Amber
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk; Graham, Jessica; Ashberry, Helena; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Batista, Cindy (MECP);

Hadlari, Wai (MECP)
Subject: RE: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 4:27:43 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you Amber,
 
I will circulate to City staff for review.  Stay tuned for comments.
 
Cheers
 
Cindy Welsh, RPP, MCIP
Manager of Planning
City of Timmins
Tel:  (705) 360-2600 Ext. 3377
Fax:  (705) 360-2678
www.timmins.ca
 

 
From: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 9, 2024 3:03 PM
To: Cindy Welsh <Cindy.Welsh@timmins.ca>
Cc: Krystal Perepeluk <krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Graham, Jessica
<jegraham@GFNET.com>; Ashberry, Helena <hashberry@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L
<amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Batista, Cindy
(MECP) <Cindy.Batista@ontario.ca>; Hadlari, Wai (MECP) <Wai.Hadlari@Ontario.ca>
Subject: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP - Revised Environmental Project Report (EPR)

 
EXTERNAL E-MAIL WARNING - Avoid clicking links or opening attachments and
content from external senders unless you are certain it is safe to do so. Exercise
caution - If you are unsure, please contact ITD.

 

Good Afternoon Cindy,
 
On behalf of ONTC, as a follow up to the comments previously provided by the City of Timmins
on the Timmins-Porcupine Station Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR), ONTC has
considered your feedback and provided responses accordingly within the Revised EPR.  With
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this in mind, the following documents have been provided for your review/reference:

Responses to the City’s comments contained within Table 5-8 of the Revised EPR
(see link below)
Revised Environmental Project Report that reflects updates associated with
comments received from City of Timmins and other review agencies, as applicable
Revised EPR Appendices that reflect updates associated with comments received
from City of Timmins and other review agencies, as applicable

o Including Appendix F – Traffic Assessment Report

https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-s0522e47d73ef40a387d2b60c721415e5

We kindly request that you review these documents and our responses to your Draft EPR
Comments, and provide confirmation that you have no additional outstanding concerns or
comments related to the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project by no later than September 4,
2024.  If you wish to arrange a meeting with ONTC to discuss any aspect of the Project, please
contact us and we’d be happy to arrange a phone call.

Thank you,

Amber Saltarelli, MCIP, RPP, PMP | Vice President, Environmental Practice Lead - North America
Gannett Fleming | Royal Bank Plaza, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON M5J 2J3
C 416.526.7302 | asaltarelli@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn | Facebook | Twitter 

Visit our website:
http://www.timmins.ca/

DISCLAIMER: This message may contain information that is privileged or
confidential and is intended to be for the use of the individual (s) or
entity named above. This material may contain confidential or personal
information which may be subject to the provisions of the Municipal Freedom
of Information & Protection of Privacy Act. If you are not the intended
recipient of this e-mail, any use, review, retransmission, distribution,
dissemination, copying, printing, or other use of, or taking of any action
in reliance upon this e-mail, is strictly prohibited. If you have received
this e-mail in error, please contact the sender and delete the original and
any copy of this e-mail, and any printout thereof, immediately. Your
cooperation is appreciated.
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Cindy Welsh
To: "Kate Bondett"; Steph Palmateer; Ken Krcel; Scott Tam
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Monday, April 22, 2024 9:38:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

COT Draft Environmental Project Report_9April2024.pdf
Copy of Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good morning,

Please see attached the draft Environmental Project Report with the following
comments:

there is an error in regards to the fire hall on page 43 and 45 and a comment
about transit on page 27

Also, the Excel spread sheet has comments listed in it.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Thank you.

Cindy Welsh, RPP, MCIP
Manager of Planning
City of Timmins
Tel:  (705) 360-2600 Ext. 3377
Fax:  (705) 360-2678
www.timmins.ca
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ACRONYMS, ABBREVIATIONS & MEASUREMENTS UNITS 


Term Definition 


AA Archaeological Assessment 


ANSI Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest 


APECs Potential Environmental Concerns 


ASI Archaeological Services Inc. 


AQMP Air Quality Management Plan 


BHR Built Heritage Resources 


CN Canadian National Railway 


CA Conservation Authority 


CHER Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report 


CHL Cultural Heritage Landscapes 


CHVI Cultural Heritage Value of Interest 


CSP Corrugated Steel Pipe 


CTR Culture, Tourism and Recreation 


CPTED Crime Prevention through Environmental Design 


DFO Fisheries and Oceans Canada 


EASR Environmental Activity Sector Registry 


EA Environmental Assessment 


EAA Environmental Assessment Act 


ECA Environmental Compliance Approvals 


ELC Ecological Land Classification 


ESA Endangered Species Act 


ESC Erosion and Sediment Control 


ESQS Excess Soil Quality Standards 


EPR Environmental Project Report 


ERV Energy Recovery Ventilator 


FDA French Designated Areas 


FWCA Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act 


GGH Greater Golden Horseshoe 
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Term Definition 


GIS Geographic Information Systems 


GMP Groundwater Management Plan 


GTA Greater Toronto Area 


HVAC Heating, Cooling and Ventilation 


IASR Integrated Accessibility Standards Regulation 


IBC Initial Business Case 


km kilometer 


LED Light-emitting Diode 


LID Low Impact Development 


LIO Land Information Ontario 


m meter 


mm millimetre 


MBCA Migratory Birds Convention Act 


MCM Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 


MECP Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 


MHSTCI Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries 


MNDM Ministry of Northern Development and Mines 


MNRF Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 


MOECC Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change 


MTO Ministry of Transportation 


NHIC Natural Heritage Information Centre 


NPR Northlander Passenger Rail 


The Project Northlander Passenger Rail TRPAP 


OASD Ontario Archaeological Sites Database 


OGS Ontario Geological Survey 


O. Reg. Ontario Regulation 


ONR Ontario Northland Rail 


OP Official Plan 
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Term Definition 


OWRA Ontario Water Resources Act 


PCA Potentially Contaminating Activities 


PIC Public Information Centre 


PIF Project Information Form 


PPS Provincial Policy Statement 


PSW Provincially Significant Wetland 


PTE Permission to Enter 


PTTW Permit to Take Water 


QP Qualified Person 


ROW Right-of-way 


SAR Species at Risk 


SARA Species at Risk Act 


SCS Site Condition Standards 


SWH Significant Wildlife Habitat 


S & G Standards and Guidelines 


TRPAP Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process 


UIBC Updated Initial Business Case 


UPS Uninterruptible Power Supply 


VBF Variable Refrigerant Flow 


VoR Vendor on Record 
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 


Term Definition 


Area of Natural and 


Scientific Interest 


(ANSI) 


An area of land and water containing natural landscapes or features that have been 


identified as having life science or earth science values related to protection, scientific 


study, or education. 


Areas of Potential 


Environmental 


Concern (APEC) 


An area(s) within the Study Area where one or more contaminants are potentially 


present, as determined through the Contamination Overview Study including 


identification of past or present land uses of concern and/or identification of a 


Potentially Contaminating Activity (PCA). 


Best Practices 
Professional procedures that are accepted or prescribed as being correct or most 


effective. 


Built Heritage 


Resource (BHR) 


A building, structure, monument, installation or any manufactured or constructed part 


or remnant that contributes to a property’s cultural heritage value or interest as 


identified by a community, including an Indigenous community. Built heritage resources 


are located on property that may be designated under Parts IV or V of the Ontario 


Heritage Act, or that may be included on local, provincial, federal and/or international 


registers 


Business Case 


Business Cases are prepared to provide timely information on potential investments to 


inform decision-making and support investment optimization as the investment 


advances through planning, design, delivery and operation. 


Combustion 


Emissions 


The emissions released from the combustion of fossil fuels.  These include carbon 


dioxide (CO2), carbon monoxide (CO), oxides of nitrogen (NOx), particulate matter, and 


volatile organic compounds (VOCs). 


Conceptual Design 


The first design stage of a project. This stage includes creating ideas and considering 


the pros and cons of those ideas. This is done to minimize project risks and evaluate the 


overall potential success of the project. 


Contractor 


The entity by which any works or operations referred to in its Report are constructed or 


carried out or are to be constructed or carried out or any authority or person 


authorised to construct any such works or carry out any such operations. 


Cultural Heritage 


Landscape (CHL) 


A defined geographical area that may have been modified by human activity and is 


identified as having cultural heritage value or interest by a community, including an 


Indigenous community. The area may include features such as buildings, structures, 


spaces, views, archaeological sites or natural elements that are valued together for their 


interrelationship, meaning or association. Cultural heritage landscapes may be properties 


that have been determined to have cultural heritage value or interest under the Ontario 


Heritage Act, or have been included on federal and/or international registers, and/or 


protected through official plan, zoning by-law, or other land use planning mechanisms. 


Cultural Heritage 


Resource (CHR) 


Includes archaeological resources, built heritage resources and cultural heritage 


landscapes. 


Detailed Design 


The detailed design phase of a project is defined as the phase of the project where design 


is refined past the conceptual phase, when plans, specifications, and estimates are created. 


This will take place after the TRPAP is completed and before the construction phase. 


Ecological Land 


Classification (ELC) 


A term used in Ontario to describe various systems to indicate natural regions based on 


ecological factors. 
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Term Definition 


Environmental 


Project Report 


(EPR) 


The proponent is required to prepare an EPR to document the TRPAP followed, including 


but not limited to: a description of the preferred transit project, a map of the project, a 


description of existing environmental conditions, an assessment of potential impacts, 


description of proposed mitigation measures, etc. The EPR is made available for public 


review and comment for a period of 30 calendar days. This is followed by a 35-day 


Minister’s Decision Period. 


Environmental Site 


Assessments (ESAs) 


The study of a property to determine if contaminants are present and, if so, the location 


and concentration of these contaminants. This study includes a phase one environmental 


site assessment and where required a phase two environmental site assessment. 


Environmentally 


Significant Area 


(ESA) 


These are natural areas which are particularly significant or sensitive requiring additional 


protection to preserve their environmental qualities and significance. 


Fisheries Act 
The Fisheries Act (as amended in June 2019) is federal legislation intended to protect fish 


and fish habitat throughout Canada. 


Geographic 


Information 


System (GIS) 


Systems that are designed to capture, store, visualize, manipulate, analyze, manage, and 


present spatial or geographical data. 


Greater Toronto 


and Hamilton Area 


(GTHA) 


The metropolitan region encompassing the City of Toronto, the four surrounding Regional 


Municipalities (Durham, Halton, Peel and York) and the City of Hamilton. 


Initial Business 


Case (IBC) 


The first Business Case prepared for a project in line with part two of Ontario Northland’s 


stage gate process (Feasibility and Options Analysis). This Business Case compares 


potential investments to identify if there is merit in further design and development. 


Migratory Bird 


Convention Act 


(MBCA) 


The federal Migratory Bird Convention Act, 1994 (MBCA) protects most migratory birds 


and their nests in Canada. Bird families not protect under the Act include grouse, quail, 


pheasants, ptarmigan, hawks, owls, eagles, falcons, cormorants, pelicans, crows, jays, 


kingfishers, and some species of blackbirds; however, these bird families have some level 


of protection under the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act, 1997 (FWCA). 


Mitigation Measure 


An action taken to lessen or reduce the severity of potential adverse environmental effects 


or enhance positive environmental effects. These measures could include construction 


techniques, compensation or community enhancement. 


Modelling 
The process of using collected data and information to generate rational predictions 


regarding the future implementation of project components. 


Notice of 


Commencement 


Notice prepared by the proponent of the TRPAP, which includes information as outlined in 


O. Reg. 231/08, s. 7(2), and is distributed as described in s.7(3) of O. Reg. 231/08. The first 


day on which the Notice of Commencement of the TPAP is published in a newspaper 


marks the project commencement date. The proponent has 120 days following the Notice 


of Commencement to prepare and distribute the EPR and issue the Notice of Completion. 


Notice of 


Completion 


Refers to the Notice of Completion as outlined in O. Reg. 231/08, s.11. After conducting 


consultation in accordance with O. Reg. 231/08, s.8 and preparing the Environmental 


Project Report, the proponent shall prepare a Notice of Completion of the Environmental 


Project Report. The preparation and distribution of the notice shall be in accordance with 


O. Reg. 231/08, s. 11. The Notice of Completion shall be issued within 120 days of the 


issuance of the Notice of Commencement (i.e., project commencement date), unless a 


Notice of Issue (i.e., suspension of 120-day period) is issued. The date on which the Notice 
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Term Definition 


of Completion is issued marks the start of a 30-day public review period of the EPR. 


O. Reg. 231/08: 


Transit and Rail 


Projects 


O. Reg 231/08 is provincial legislation that sets out the ground rules for transit project in 


Ontario. It describes exceptions for transit and rail projects. 


Official Plan 


An Official Plan is a policy document that guides the short-term and long-term 


development in a community. It applies to all lands within the municipal boundary and the 


policies within it provide direction for the size and location of land uses, provision of 


municipal services and facilities, and preparation of regulatory bylaws to control the 


development and use of land. 


Ontario Heritage 


Act 


Legislation giving municipalities and the provincial government powers to preserve the 


heritage of Ontario by protecting heritage properties and archaeological sites. 


Ontario Provincial 


Policy Statement 


(2020) 


The Provincial Policy Statement, 2020 is issued under section 3 of the Planning Act. It is 


effective May 1, 2020 and applies to planning decisions made on or after that date. It 


replaces the Provincial Policy Statement, 2014. 


Orthoimagery 


An orthoimage is a raster image that has been geometrically corrected (orthorectified) to 


remove distortion caused by differences in elevation, sensor tilt and, optionally, by sensor 


optics. 


Potential Effect 
A potential impact (effect) that a proposed undertaking has or could potentially have on 


the environment, either positive or negative, direct or indirect, short- or long-term. 


Potentially 


Contaminating 


Activity (PCA) 


Use or activity at the site that has the potential to result in soil and/or groundwater. 


Examples are set out in Table 2, Schedule D of O.Reg. 153/04. 


Preliminary Design 


The design of a proposed project (including a detailed cost estimate) to a level that 


demonstrates that the project is buildable within the given parameters of the design 


scope. 


Proponent 


A person, agency, group, or organization that carries out or proposes to carry out an 


undertaking, or is the owner or person having charge, management or control of an 


undertaking. 


Provincially 


Significant Wetland 


(PSW) 


Wetlands that have been evaluated using the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System by a 


certified wetland evaluator and that have satisfied the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System 


criteria for significance. 


Regulatory Agency 


Government ministries, agencies, authorities, or departments (federal; provincial, including 


local conservation authorities; and, municipal, including local boards of health) who may 


have an interest, participate and contribute to the review of documentation prepared by 


the proponent for a transit project by providing comments based on their mandate. 


Right-of-Way 


(ROW) 


Land that is reserved, usually through legal designation, for transportation and/or utility 


purposes, such as for a hydro corridor, rail line, street or highway. A right-of-way is often 


reserved for the maintenance or expansion of existing services. A permit or legal 


permission is generally required for any work or encroachment on a right-of-way. 


For the purposes of this report, ROW refers to rail ROW unless otherwise specified.   


SAR Screening 


The suitability of an area to support habitat preferred by SAR species is based on a 


combination of factors; including, but not limited to: a species’ requirements for critical life 


stages and adaptability, seasonal temperatures, precipitation, soils, vegetation, aquatic 


conditions, existing disturbances and land form. 
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Term Definition 


Screening 
The process of applying criteria to a set of alternatives in order to eliminate those that do 


not meet minimum conditions or requirements. 


Significant Wildlife 


Habitat (SWH) 


SWH is categorized as potential to occur “candidate” or “confirmed” within the Project 


study area.  While some “edge” of SWH features (i.e., adjacent wetlands, forests) may 


occur associated with proposed track and layover facilities, these edges generally occur 


within the existing modified footprint of the Project study area and are considered to 


exhibit pre-disturbed conditions. 


Species at Risk 


(SAR) 


A species, subspecies, variety or genetically or geographically distinct population of 


animal, plant or other organism, other than a bacterium or virus, that is native to Ontario. 


Species at Risk in Ontario are all the species that are classified by the Committee on the 


Status of Species at Risk in Ontario as either extirpated, endangered, threatened, or 


special concern. 


Statement of 


Completion 


As per O. Reg. 231/08, s. 14., the statement of completion is completed by a proponent 


and submitted to the Director of the MECP Environmental Approvals Branch and the 


Regional Director to formalize the completion of the Transit and Rail Project Assessment 


Process. 


Study Area 
The study area is defined as the limits of the geographic area being examined as part of 


the TRPAP. 


Transit and Rail 


Project Assessment 


Process (TRPAP) 


This process is defined in sections 6 through 17 in O. Reg 231/08. It consists of various 


steps and requirements. It is a focused impact assessment process that includes 


consultation, an assessment of potential positive and negative impacts, an assessment of 


measures to mitigate negative impacts, and documentation. 


Utility 


An entity that generates, transmits and/or distributes electricity, water and/or gas from 


facilities that it owns and/or operates, including electrical transmission and distribution 


companies, communication companies, community antenna distribution systems and 


regional / municipal authorities. 


Vegetation 


Clearing Zone 


A Vegetation Clearing Zone is required in order to provide safe electrical clearances to any 


existing vegetation along the rail corridors. The Vegetation Clearing Zone entails 


vegetation removals within a maximum of 15 meters from the track centerline. 


Zoning By-law 


Zoning by-laws put the official plan into effect and provide for its day-to-day 


administration. They contain specific requirements that are legally enforceable. 


Construction or new development that doesn't comply with a zoning bylaw is not allowed, 


and the municipality will refuse to issue a building permit. 
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[NTD – Executive Summary will be populated as part of the Final EPR] 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 


The Ontario Northland Transportation Commission (Ontario Northland) is an agency of the Province of Ontario 


responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Current services 


include inter-community bus passenger and bus parcel delivery services, freight rail services that connect 


Northeastern Ontario to other markets across Canada and around the world, and passenger rail service on the 


Polar Bear Express. The Polar Bear Express provides rail service connecting Cochrane to Moosonee and the 


Communities of the James Bay Coast since 1932. Previously, Ontario Northland operated the Northlander 


passenger rail service between Toronto and Cochrane, however, this service was discontinued in 2012.  


1.1 Business Case 


In support of the Northlander Passenger Rail Service, Ontario Northland and Metrolinx jointly developed and 


assessed the business case for offering regular passenger rail service between Northeastern Ontario and Toronto. 


Business case analyses are required by the government for all projects that exceed $50M in capital costs. As 


projects develop in scope and construction, business cases are completed to define the rationale and 


requirements for delivering said investment.  


Since the publication of the Initial Business Case (IBC), there has been significant work undertaken in refining and 


developing options. The Updated Initial Business Case (UIBC) builds upon the work undertaken in the IBC, drawing 


upon more detailed analysis on the operations, design, and cost estimate. As a result, the UIBC has performed an 


analysis on a shortlist of options. Option 2 has been chosen as the preferred option since it generates more 


ridership by providing service from Toronto to Timmins (Porcupine) with a connection to Cochrane, therefore, 


establishing the need for a new station in Timmins-Porcupine. 


As per the Updated Initial Business Case (UIBC) (https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/sites/default/files/corporate-


document-files/UIBCen.pdf): 


Residents, workers, and visitors in Northern Ontario have few transportation options, and the options that do exist 


can be costly, limited, or unsafe due inclement winter driving conditions. The current travel landscape can restrict 


mobility to, from, and between northern communities, and into larger cities like Toronto. The primarily auto-oriented 


transportation network is particularly challenging for those who are unable to drive, choose not to drive, or do not 


have access to a vehicle. As a result, the quality of life for residents in northern communities, including Indigenous 


communities, is impacted due to limited access to services and businesses located across Northern Ontario and in the 


Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH), such as hospitals and other specialized medical services. Limited travel alternatives 


for the businesses and communities in Northern Ontario also limits the potential for economic development in the 


north. 


Ontario Northland is proposing to reinstate passenger rail service between Northern Ontario and the GGH, which 


addresses these transportation challenges. The proposed rail service will draw upon the experiences of operating the 


former Northlander to provide a service that better serves the needs and travel demands of northern residents. 


Metrolinx has assessed this proposal through an Initial Business Case framework and continues to support Ontario 


Northland by conducting further analysis through an Updated Initial Business Case (UIBC). The Initial Business Case 


is a decision-making tool employed to assess the strategic and economic rationale for an investment, and the 


financial, deliverability and operational considerations required to implement it. The UIBC applies a more detailed 


analysis to a shortlisted set of options informed by the Initial Business Case. It is a more streamlined approach that 


provides an interim analysis before fully progressing to a Preliminary Design Business Case. 


As the program evolves, further analysis to be undertaken through the next phases includes: 
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• Further train modelling and test runs to confirm the operability of the service pattern and schedule; 


• More detailed service planning of parallel and connecting bus services, to maximize connectivity, while 


keeping service levels efficient; 


• Crew shift scheduling to ensure that shifts would be within regulatory limits, while accounting for the risks 


of delays; 


• Refinement of business case analysis parameters as new data becomes available and as the project 


proceeds, including: 


o Capital, operating and maintenance costs; and, 


o Impacts of customer amenities on ridership and benefits. 


• Negotiations with CN to secure track access for the service, and confirm the scope of any corridor 


infrastructure required to operate the service; and, 


• Detailed design of corridor, station and shelter infrastructure, and development of more detailed cost 


estimates. 


In general, the UIBC articulates a compelling argument to invest in the Northeastern Passenger Rail Service 


because: 


• There are limited alternatives to automobile travel in the north and highways are frequently closed due to 


severe winter conditions; therefore, residents and visitors have reduced mobility, safety, and access to 


essential services, and northern communities have limited opportunities for economic development and 


tourism; 


• The availability of other modes of transportation, such as transit, inter-community bus or rail service, or air 


service, are limited; 


• Highway 11 north of North Bay is susceptible to road closures, with few, if any, alternative routes available 


for detours; and, 


• The lack of strong connections between the GGH and the businesses and communities in Northern 


Ontario limits economic development and tourism opportunities in the north. 


Based on the results of the Updated Initial Business Case Ontario Northland is now reinstating the passenger rail 


service between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins (including a rail connection to Cochrane) via the 


Northlander Passenger Rail (NPR) Project Se Figure 1-1 for a Key Map of the rail corridor. 
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Figure 1-1: Northlander Passenger Service Project Key Map  







Environmental Project Report 


Draft 


April 9, 2024 


 


 


|  4 


Hydro One 


1.2 Proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station 


As part of the NPR program, and as identified via the UIBC work, a new station in the City of Timmins is proposed.  


Terminating the Northlander service in the Timmins region will provide long-distance passenger rail service to the 


regional transportation hub and fifth largest municipality in Northern Ontario. The Timmins terminus provides 


community and economic benefits by serving a relatively larger population center in Northern Ontario compared 


to other options previously studied to support the return of the Northlander rail service.  


1.2.1 Purpose of the Project  


The purpose of the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project is to build a new rail station in the City of Timmins that will 


operate as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Service. 


1.2.2 Project Proponent 


Ontario Northland is the Proponent of the Project for the purpose of the Transit & Rail Projects Assessment 


Process, meaning they are the entity proposing to carry out, have charge, and take ownership/control of the 


undertaking. Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario that reports to the Ministry of 


Transportation. Ontario Northland operates under the authority of the Ontario Northland Transportation 


Commission Act. The organization is mandated to deliver efficient, safe and reliable transportation services in 


Northern Ontario. 


1.2.3 Project Scope  


The proposed new Timmins Porcupine Station includes the following key design elements. Refer to Section 2.0 


for further detail. 


Table 1-1: Proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Elements 


Project Component Description 


Train Station 


Platform 


Train Station Platform features will include tactile warning strips, platform edge, and 


areas for Accessible Cars to stop at the platform. 


Station Building Station Building features will include wicket for travel tickets and information, wicket 


for parcel drop-off/pick-up, waiting area, washroom, breakroom for crews and station 


staff. 


Outdoor Parking  Outdoor Parking includes features designated to accommodate a taxi stand, passenger 


pick up/drop off, accessible, general and employee parking. 


Station Pedestrian 


Walkway 
Station Pedestrian Walkway will be built around the station building, providing 


convenient access to various station elements. 


Track work Minimal trackwork will be required as existing rail infrastructure is already in place.  


Ontario Northland 


Bus Bays 


Bus bays to be provided for a seamless connection to Ontario Northland motor coach 


services. 


Municipal Bus Stop Bus stop on the street to be provided for municipal bus service. 


Bus Storage & 


Maintenance Facility 


Protecting for land that may be required for potential future construction of a Bus 


Storage & Maintenance Facility. 
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Figure 1-2: Timmins-Porcupine Station Location Key Map 


1.3 Environmental Assessment Process 


1.3.1 Ontario Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario 


Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024); specifically under Schedule 1, 


2.1 Subsection 2 (1). This Regulation applies to a transit project that is carried out by Ontario Northland if the 


transit project includes any one or more of the following: 


2. (1) Subsection 2 (1) of the regulation applies to a transit project that is carried out by Metrolinx or any of its 


successors or assigns if the transit project includes any one or more of the following: 


1. Construction of a new or extended Commuter Rail Line.  Involves construction of a new rail corridor. 


2. Establishment of a new Commuter Rail Route or rail Route Extension on an existing rail corridor.  May 


involve construction of trackwork, including mainline sidings and switches. 
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3. Construction of a new commuter Rail Station, Bus Terminal, and/or ancillary Commuter Service Facilities.  


Terminal may include major Transfer Station or Intermodal Station.  In the case of a Rail Station, may 


include modifications or additions to track within the Station area. 


4. Construction or modification of tracks required to increase the commuter rail service (including a change 


to All-Day Service) on an existing rail corridor, including such activities as, 


i. construction of additional mainline tracks or passing track, 


ii. modification of existing mainline tracks, 


iii. construction along short sections of one or more tracks to maintain continuity of existing corridor 


or for capacity requirements, 


iv. construction, reconstruction or widening of structures, 


v. construction and/or relocation of storage yard facilities, and 


vi. construction of additional switches. 


5. Construction of a new Maintenance Yard and facilities for commuter rail or bus service. 


6. Construction or modification of a Storage Yard and facilities for commuter rail or bus service. 


By following the Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (TRPAP) for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project, 


the Regulation exempts Ontario Northland from the requirements under Part II of the Environmental Assessment 


Act (EA Act). The TRPAP entails a defined timeline of up to 120-days for the proponent to complete the 


assessment of environmental effects, prepare the Environmental Project Report (EPR), and carry out consultation 


activities. Figure 1-3 illustrates the TRPAP steps. 


Pre-Planning Phase 


Due to the accelerated timeline associated with the TRPAP, proponents are encouraged to carry out background 


studies and preliminary consultation activities prior to issuing a Notice of Commencement (which officially starts 


the (up to) 120-day TRPAP Phase). With this in mind, the following activities were carried out during the Pre-


Planning Phase. 


• Collection and documentation of baseline environmental conditions information; 


• Preparation of the Conceptual Design; 


• Initial communications and follow up consultation efforts with Indigenous Communities and 


Organizations; 


• Meetings with stakeholders (e.g., Review Agencies, City of Timmins, Utility companies); 


• Public Meeting #1; 


• Pre-submission Circulation of Draft EPR; 


• Consideration of stakeholder comments received and follow-up efforts; 


• Impact assessment studies and development of mitigation measures; and,  


• Preparation of Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). 


TRPAP Phase 


Following completion of the Pre-Planning phase, a Notice of Commencement is issued to commence the TRPAP 


Phase, which involved the following activities: 


• Issue Notice of Commencement; 
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• Public Consultation;  


• Conversations with Indigenous Communities and Organizations; 


• Meetings with stakeholders (e.g., Review Agencies, City of Timmins, Utility companies); 


• Public Meeting Round #2; 


• Finalization of the EPR; and, 


• Issue Notice of Completion (within 120-days of Notice of Commencement). 


Upon issuing the Notice of Completion, the EPR will be made available for 30-days for review by the Public 


(including property owners), Indigenous Communities and Organizations, review agencies, and other stakeholders.  


During this review period, if there are concerns pertaining to the potential for a negative impact on a matter of 


Provincial importance that relates to the natural environment or has cultural value or interest, or on a 


constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty right, an objection may be submitted to the Minister of the 


Environment, Conservation and Parks (Minister). Following the 30-day review period, the Minister has 35 days to 


issue one of three notices: 


• Proceed with the Project in accordance with the EPR; or, 


• Proceed with the Project in accordance with the EPR subject to conditions; or, 


• Require the proponent to conduct further work and submit a revised EPR.
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Figure 1-3: Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process 
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1.4 Report Organization 


Table 1-2 summarizes the key documentation requirements as outlined in O. Reg. 231/08 - Transit & Rail Project 


Assessment Process, and the corresponding section of this EPR document where the requirement has been 


addressed. 


Table 1-2: Summary of TRPAP Documentation Requirements 


EPR Requirements Section(s) of EPR Where 


Requirements are Addressed 


Statement of purpose for the transit project and summary of background 


information. 


Section 1.0 


Map showing the site of the transit project. Section 1.0 


Description of all studies carried out, including summary of data collected 


or reviewed and summary of results/conclusions. 


Sections 3.0 and 4.0 


Description of local environmental conditions within the study area. Section 3.0 


Final description of transit project including preferred design, and 


description of other methods considered. 


Section 2.0 


Assessment of impacts of the environment associated with the preferred 


design (and other methods), and criteria applied to assess the impacts. 


Section 4.0 


Description of proposed measures to mitigate potential negative impacts 


on the environment. 


Section 4.0 


If mitigation measures are proposed, a description of the proposed 


monitoring activities to verify the effectiveness of mitigation, and 


description of commitments to be fulfilled (as applicable). 


Section 4.0 


Description of any municipal, provincial, federal or other approvals or 


permits anticipated to be required. 


Section 6.2 


Summary of public and stakeholder consultation. Section 5.0 


 


1.4.1 Report Purpose 


The purpose of this EPR is to document the Transit & Rail Project Assessment Process undertaken by Ontario 


Northland in accordance with the requirements of O. Reg. 231/08 for the Timmins-Porcupine Station undertaking. 


1.5 Project Team 


The following multi-disciplinary team was retained by Ontario Northland to carry out the Timmins-Porcupine 


Station TRPAP: 


• Gannett Fleming Canada ULC– responsible for engineering  design, the environmental assessment 


planning process, overseeing environmental impact assessment studies, and TRPAP 


consultation/stakeholder engagement; also responsible for carrying out the Land Use and Socio-Economic 


Assessment study, and Traffic study. 


• Archaeological Services Inc. – responsible for Cultural Heritage Assessment studies, and Archaeological 


Assessment studies. 


• LGL Limited – responsible for the Natural Environment Assessment study. 
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• J.E. Coulter – responsible for the Construction Noise and Vibration Assessment study. 


1.6 Studies and Technical Documents Reviewed 


The comprehensive list of studies and technical reports that were reviewed as part of the Transit Project 


Assessment Process is contained within the section entitled “REFERENCES AND SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS” 


above (included before the Executive Summary).  
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2.0 DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION 


2.1 Standards and Codes 


The new Timmins-Porcupine Station has been designed in accordance with industry best practices while adhering 


to applicable standards and codes (version current at time of issuance of this report) that include but are not 


limited to those listed in the table below. 


Table 2-1: Standards and Codes 


Title/Name Standard Number 


Ontario Building Code 2012 


National Building Code of Canada 2015 


Ontario Fire Code  


Canada Transportation Act (S.C. 1996, c. 10.) 


The Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act (AODA) 2005, S.O. 2005, c. 11. 


Ontario Integrated Accessibility Standards  O. Reg. 191/11: 


Accessible Canada Act (S.C. 2019, c. 10.) 


AREMA 2020 


Occupational Health and Safety Act (OSHA)  


Canadian Foundation Engineering Manual, 4th Edition 2006 


Ontario Provincial Standards and Specifications (OPSD/OPSS) Various 


Geometric Design Guide for Canadian Roads – 


Transportation Association of Canada 


 


2.2 Northlander Service Plan 


A described in the Updated Initial Business Case, the Northlander service will provide one trip per direction per 


day, travelling overnight in the northern section to allow passengers to maximize daytime at the destination. The 


planned service is summarized below: 


• Southbound: 


o The train provides a late-night connection from Cochrane to Timmins (Porcupine). 


o The train departs Timmins (Porcupine) around midnight. 


o The train reaches North Bay in the early morning. 


o The train terminates in Toronto Union by late morning. 


• Northbound: 


o The train departs Toronto Union in the early evening. 


o The train reaches North Bay around midnight. 


o The train terminates in Timmins (Porcupine) early next morning. 


o The train provides a connection from Timmins (Porcupine) to Cochrane. 
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2.3 Engineering Design Process 


The following studies were completed by Ontario Northland as part of the Project to establish: 


• The infrastructure configuration necessary to provide sufficient capacity to operate the Northlander 


service specified in Updated Initial Business Case; and, 


• The strategy for how infrastructure will be optimized for operational efficiency.  


As part of the TRPAP, a Reference Concept Design was prepared for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station that 


satisfies these objectives.  


2.3.1 Key Design Assumptions 


The following table outlines the key assumptions that guided the engineering design for the new station. 


Table 2-2: Key Design Assumptions 


Project Component Key Design Assumptions 


Train Station 


Platform 


• Slopes of platform will ensure positive drainage. 


• Platform length will be 88 m. 


Station Building • The station building will accommodate all necessary spaces for station operations 


such as: waiting areas, a ticket counter, bus parcel facility, back of house rooms, 


an office, a lunchroom, and separate washrooms for Ontario Northland staff and 


customers, in addition to mechanical/electrical/communication service rooms. 


• Station building area will be approximately 673 m2. 


Station Parking 


Facilities  


• A minimum of three (3) passenger pick-up/drop-off spots will be provided; 


• A minimum of three (3) Taxi stands will be provided; and, 


• Slopes of parking lot will ensure positive drainage. 


Station Pedestrian 


Walkway 


• Walkways will comply with the Ontario provincial standards and specifications 


(OPSD/OPSS), Ontario Building Code (OBC), and Accessibility for Ontarians with 


Disabilities Act (AODA), including considerations for barrier-free connectivity; 


• Walkways will have a minimum width of 1.8m; 


• Where possible, walkways will be physically separated from adjacent vehicular 


paths (e.g., curb); 


• Walkways will be designed to accommodate for snow removal machine weight; 


and, 


• Slopes of walkways will ensure positive drainage. 


Track works • Modification of trackwork design, including horizontal and vertical alignment 


adjustments, is not required for the station works.  


• Ontario Northland will install a bumping post at the end of the track alignment at 


Timmins Station.  


Ontario Northland 


Bus Bays 


• Slopes of platform will ensure positive drainage. 


Municipal Bus Stop • Slopes of platform will ensure positive drainage. 
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Project Component Key Design Assumptions 


Bus Storage & 


Maintenance Facility 


• N/A 


 


2.4 Timmins-Porcupine Station – Detailed Description 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is situated along the Northlander route (Ramore Subdivision) between 


Matheson Station and Cochrane Station, within the geographic Township of Whitney, now known as the City of 


Timmins. The site is approximately one (1) hectare and is located just west of Bob’s Lake. Falcon Street abuts the 


site to the north and west, King Street (Highway 101) to the south and an existing rail (currently not in use) to the 


east. The Whitney Multipurpose Court and a baseball diamond are located west of the site, with residential 


neighbourhoods extending further east and west. Refer to Figure 2-1 below. 


The proposed station area is within Ontario Northland’s property. This station will connect Timmins to Toronto 


(Union Station) via the Northlander Passenger Rail.  


Key design elements proposed as part of the Timmins-Porcupine Station are summarized in Table 2-3 and are 


shown in Figure 2-1. Refer to the applicable sections below, as indicated in the table for additional details 


regarding design criteria for each design element.   
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Table 2-3: Summary of Proposed Infrastrcuture Elements: Timmins Porcupine-Station 


Design Element Location Description Reference 


Train Station 


Platform 


The train platform is located on 


the east side of the station 


building. 


Train platform material will consist of 


concrete. Platform features will 


include tactile warning strips, platform 


edge, and areas for Accessibility. 


Section 2.4.3 


Station Building Station building is surrounded 


by various station elements, 


includes access to Ontario 


Northland bus bays, and 


municipal bus stop on the 


street, the train platform, and 


the parking lot.  


Features in the station building will 


include: 


• Wicket for Travel Tickets and 


information; 


• Wicket for parcel drop-


off/pick-up; 


• Station waiting area;  


• Station washroom; 


• Breakroom for crews and 


station staff; and, 


• Staff washroom and utility 


spaces. 


Section 2.4.4 


Station Parking 


Facilities  


Parking facilities will be located 


adjacent to the proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


Station building, bus stops, 


and train platform are in 


proximity to the parking 


spaces. 


Parking facilities at the station will 


contain a variety of features 


designated to accommodate 


accessibility, taxi stalls, drop off /pick 


up, general parking, employee 


parking, etc. 


Section 2.4.5 


Station 


Pedestrian 


Walkway 


Station pedestrian walkway 


proposed on all sides of the 


station building. There is access 


to areas for accessibility, bus 


stops, and train platform. 


Station pedestrian walkway is built 


around the station building, providing 


access to various station elements.  


Section 2.4.6 


Track works N/A Minimal track work will be required; 


install new bumping post at the end 


of the alignment. 


Section 2.4.7 


Ontario 


Northland Bus 


Bays 


Bus bays will be adjacent to 


the station building with 


accessible walkway from 


station building/platform. 


Bus bays to be provided for a 


seamless connection to Ontario 


Northland motor coach services. 


Section 2.4.8 


Municipal Bus 


Stop 


Municipal station bus stop on 


Falcon Street with accessible 


walkway from station 


building/platform. 


Bus stop on the street to be provided 


for municipal bus service. 


Section 2.4.9 


Bus Storage & 


Maintenance 


Facility 


The potential Bus Storage & 


Maintenance Facility will be 


located east of the station 


Protecting for land that may be 


required for potential future 


construction of a Bus Storage & 


Section 2.4.10 
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Design Element Location Description Reference 


building and platform. Maintenance Facility. 


 







Environmental Project Report 


Draft 


April 9, 2024 


  


 


|  14 


Hydro One 


 


Figure 2-1: Timmins-Porcupine Station – Conceptual Site Layout (DRAFT) 
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2.4.1 Site Servicing 


Site servicing plans were developed as part of the concept design. All service connections to the proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station will be further reviewed in consultation with the City of Timmins, Enbridge, Northern 


Ontario Wires, and Ontario Northland. The site servicing plan itself is also subject to further revision during 


detailed design.  


The proposed station building will require domestic water, fire water, sanitary, electrical and gas services. All 


station building service requirements will connect to the City of Timmins watermain and sanitary sewer, and the 


Enbridge gas main located on King Street. The Timmins-Porcupine Station will have a dedicated incoming 


electrical service feeder. The location of the drop-off from the overhead Hydro pole and dedicated transformer for 


the Timmins-Porcupine Station will be coordinated with the local electrical utility “Northern Ontario Wires” and 


placed either within the property or close to the property. 


A site investigation in September 2023, revealed that an existing ditch conveys water south-east through an 


existing 975mm CSP culvert across the rail corridor (see Figure 2-2). The proposed site plan requires a review of 


pre- and post-development runoff volumes to evaluate potential impacts of stormwater runoff. It is anticipated 


that localized runoff management will be required. The existing ditch downstream and through the site will be 


evaluated for water conveyance capacity and any required treatment measures for retention. If it is determined 


that the culvert and site impervious impacts result in an increase in flows that requires site controls, potential 


mitigation measures such as bio-retention swales, detention basins (dry or wet), and/or Low-Impact Development 


(LID) features will be identified. 
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Figure 2-2: Existing Drainage Features 


2.4.2 Property Requirements 


The following section provides a summary of the potential property impacts (i.e., potential property 


acquisitions/easements/etc.) identified to date based on the available conceptual design for the proposed 


Timmins Station. It should be noted that properties with negligible encroachments were not listed, as it is 


anticipated that reasonable engineering solutions can be established at detailed design to address/avoid property 


impacts wherever feasible. Table 2-3 summarizes the potential property impacts that have been identified to date. 


Property requirements will be further reviewed as the design progresses. If required, Ontario Northland will 


proceed with property acquisition as follows: 


• Based on the detailed design, locations where temporary/permanent easements/property acquisition are 


required will be confirmed; and, 


• Ontario Northland will obtain all easements/property acquisitions from public/private property owners 


that are required to implement the project in accordance with Ontario Northland’s property acquisition 


process.  
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Table 2-3: Summary of Property Requirements 


Area Required Property Owner Type of Property Impact 


To be confirmed City of Timmins  Encroachment agreement 


   


   


2.4.3 Train Station Platform 


An accessible train station platform will be provided at the station. The following design criteria was established as 


part of developing the conceptual design for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station: 


• Platform length will accommodate a consist of four (4) Siemens Venture coaches; 


• Platform height will be 127mm (5 inches) above top of rail. Minimum platform width will be 4.3m; 


• Minimum clearance from edge of platform to any structure will be 2.44m; 


• Minimum Clearance from centre line of track to major and elevated platform structures such as canopies, 


roof overhangs, etc. will be 3.35m; 


• Cast-in-place concrete, sealed, and with a slip resistance finish will be used for the platform; 


• 610mm platform tactile warning strip at the platform edge will be installed according to Ontario Building 


Code Article 3.8.3.17. and Ontario Building Code Article 3.8.3.18; 


• Garbage receptacles will be provided on the train platform; 


• Cigarette butt disposal receptacles will be provided on the train platform; 


• Lighting will be designed to meet a minimum of five (5) footcandles on the station platform; and, 


• Lighting design will incorporate energy-efficient lighting technologies such as LEDs to reduce power 


consumption and increase efficiency. 


2.4.4 Station Building  


The station building will accommodate all necessary spaces for station operations such as: waiting areas, a ticket 


counter, parcel facilities, back-of-house rooms, an office, a lunchroom, and separate washrooms for staff and 


customers in addition to mechanical/electrical/communication service rooms. The following design criteria was 


established as part of developing the conceptual design for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station: 


• Aesthetic: 


o The roof will be sloped and drained away from both train and bus platforms; 


o Ceiling height will vary depending on space function; 


o The aesthetic of building design will reflect the unique personality of the area and the 


surrounding natural features such as redundant forests, hills, mountains, lakes, and colourful rocks 


in a way to blend and stretch these characteristics of northeastern Ontario; 


o The building’s exterior will utilize the use of mixed materials between stone and wood as natural 


materials alongside glass and metal to deliver a modern design while emphasizing on the natural 


characteristics of the northern Ontario; and, 


o External walls of public space will be glazed to connect the inside to the outside for viewing and 


provide safety with a crime prevention through environmental design) (CPTED) approach. Public 


space furniture will provide a variety of seating setups to accommodate different waiting periods 


for each type of transit served by the station building. 
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• Wayfinding: 


o For wayfinding, signs indicating through route from the street/parking lot to the train platform 


and bus platform and signs indicating the exit from the train platform will be provided; 


o Room tags and signs indicating routes to passenger washrooms are also needed; 


o A digital monitor may be provided in the station building to inform of Timmins Transit’s next 


arrival, train departure, and motor coach running information; and, 


o Fixed notice boards, passenger information screens and emergency help points will be provided 


for fixed and real-time assistance. 


• Lighting: 


o Lighting will be designed to meet a minimum of twenty (20) footcandles within the station 


building; and, 


o Lighting design will incorporate energy-efficient lighting technologies such as LEDs to reduce 


power consumption and increase efficiency. 


2.4.5 Parking Facilities 


A surface parking lot will be provided at the station. The following design criteria was established as part of 


developing the conceptual design for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station: 


• According to Integrated Accessibility Standards Regulation (IASR) section 80.36, the minimum number of 


accessible parking spaces should be 4% of the total number of parking spaces where there are between 


13 and 100 parking spaces. Therefore, for the new parking lot, two (2) accessible parking spaces that meet 


the requirements of both Type A and Type B parking spaces must be provided;  


• There will be employee parking spaces which are included in the total number of parking spaces. Two (2) 


of which will be designated ‘long term parking’ and will be provided with block heater receptacles; and, 


• Taxi stands for three (3) vehicles and passenger pick-up/drop-ff for three (3) vehicles will be located near 


the station building and motor coach platform to allow easy access for passengers. 


2.4.6 Pedestrian Walkway 


Sidewalks will connect the station building access points to the parking lot, passenger pick-up/drop-off, bus 


platform and train platform. The following design criteria was established as part of developing the conceptual 


design for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station: 


• Sidewalks will be constructed of cast-in-place concrete, sealed, and slip resistance finish; 


• Passenger seating areas will be provided at the platform and at sidewalk spaced every 30m; and, 


• A storage box for sand/salt supply will be provided on train and bus platforms. 


2.4.7 Track works 


Trackwork design and adjustment of track alignment and profiles are not required for the proposed station. A new 


bumping post will be installed at the end of the alignment.  


2.4.8 Ontario Northland Bus Bays 


Bus bays to connect passengers from the train to Ontario Northland motorcoaches will be provided at the station. 


The following design criteria was established as part of developing the conceptual design for the proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station: 
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• The intermodal provision will consist of three (3) bus bays to accommodate Ontario Northland motor 


coaches. Buses will be able to leave the bus bays without having to reverse; 


• The motor coaches will have the ability to parallel park adjacent to the motor coach platform for the 


entire length of the vehicle to allow the driver to load and unload; 


• Motor coach platform signage showing the platform number will be provided. 


2.4.9 Municipal Bus Stop 


A municipal bus stop to connect passengers from the train to local transit will be provided at the station. Design 


shall be coordinated with the City of Timmins.   


2.4.10 Bus Storage & Maintenance Facility  


Provisions for a future Ontario Northland motor coach maintenance facility are being provided to not preclude 


construction of the facility at a later date. Refer to Figure 2-1. 


2.5 Operations and Maintenance 


2.5.1 Timmins-Porcupine Station 


The Station will require regular maintenance to support ongoing operations. Typical maintenance activities include 


snow and ice clearing, regular vegetation management and, in the case of a station, interior cleaning of floors and 


washrooms, public and non-public areas, and exterior cleaning of the building façade and windows as well as 


associated station and platform facilities such as benches, sweeping walkways, ramps, emptying waste receptacles, 


stocking salt bins and associated winter cleanup operations to remove salt and sand residues. Snow removal 


operations may require temporary storage on site at an allocated area within the parking lot. 


Regular maintenance is needed at platforms to ensure safe access for Ontario Northland passengers. This may 


include visual inspections to identify obvious defects or damage to the platform, general cleaning (e.g., disposal of 


garbage), and use of de-icing/snow removal equipment in the winter months. 


Inspections determine how platforms deteriorate over time from surrounding elements, such as 


rain/wind/snow/ice, exposure to de-icing salts, etc. Remedial actions will be taken as necessary to ensure 


platforms remain safe for passengers following inspections. 


2.6 Construction Activities 


The following section provides an overview of the types of typical construction methods/activities that will be 


utilized to build the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


• Initial steps during the construction of a station are site clearing and ground improvements. There may be 


instances where installation of culverts is required, and grading must occur;  


• Utility modifications or extensions will be completed soon after that will require excavation and 


coordination with service providers and the City of Timmins. Potentially affected utilities include 


power/hydro, telecommunications, storm and sanitary sewers, gas, and watermains. This work will require 


shoring; 


• Excavated materials may be hauled for landfill disposal depending on the quality of the materials, and in 


consideration of any hazardous material disposal requirements. A dewatering system may be required for 


certain construction activities to remove water beneath the excavation levels; 


• The station will require electrical work to install a pole or pad mounted transformer to provide power to 


the site;  



cot090025

Sticky Note

This may not be required as we transition to micro transit in this part of the city.
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• The station will require construction of access roads and parking facilities using hot mix asphalt and 


emulsified bitumen, complete with concrete curb and sidewalks. Road construction includes a subgrade, 


subbase and base course, all of which require extensive use of aggregate and compaction effort; 


• The station building’s exterior will utilize the use of mixed materials between stone and wood as natural 


materials alongside glass and metal to deliver a modern design while emphasizing on the natural 


characteristics of the northern Ontario; and,  


• The building requires construction of concrete foundations and will be serviced by power, fire suppression 


water, domestic water, telecommunications and gas. Buildings will also be equipped with HVAC units. 


Other features to be installed as part of a typical station include: 


• Fencing and gates; 


• Exterior lighting; 


• Roadways and walkways; 


• Parking areas including accessibility parking; 


• Waste management areas; 


• Stormwater management measures; 


• Transformer and power distribution systems; 


• Back-up power/uninterrupted power supply (UPS); 


• Telecommunications and security/CCTV;  


• Restroom facilities; and, 


• Mobile standing storage.  


The following elements are included within the construction of the new rail platform, bus bays and taxi stands, 


parking areas and the station building: 


• Vegetation removal and site preparation; 


• Grading and site drainage work; 


• Site de-watering during construction 


• Platform and construction of concrete curb for the rail platform and bus bays; 


• Paving of parking areas, walkways and ramps; 


• Installation of ramps and associated handrails; 


• Installation of site lighting , communication systems, and ancillary features such as CCTV, help points and 


service information displays, etc.; 


• Installation of a standby generator or UPS; 


• Construction of walkways and sidewalks; 


• Installation of wayfinding and signage; 


• Utility connections, as required; 


• Fibre optic cable and telephone installations; 


• Installation of stormwater and sanitary waste piping, manholes pits, trench drains, sump pump and city 


sewer connection; 


• Excavation for building foundations and associated ground works; 


• Utility and stormwater and sanitary piping trenches; 


• Placement of concrete for foundations; 
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• Installation of exterior walls, stonework, waterproofing membranes, and insulation; 


• Installation of roofing, doors, roll up doors, and exterior glazing; 


• Installation of roofing systems; 


• Electrical and plumbing rough-in; 


• Installation of HVAC equipment interior and exterior to the building; 


• Interior walls, tile and non-tile floors, painting and trim; 


• Public and staff washrooms, office facilities and waiting areas, 


• Parcel receival and storage facility,  


• Ticket counter, service and parcel receiving desks, countertops, shelving and storage cabinets; 


• HVAC equipment including gas fired and electrical heating and cooling systems; 


• Fire Alarms and associated control systems; and, 


• IT and Communications systems and associated equipment such Wi-Fi access points, PA, CCTV and digital 


signage. 


It is anticipated that the following equipment may be required for station construction: 


• Excavators;  


• Backhoes; 


• Graders;  


• Cranes;  


• Loaders;  


• Paver;  


• Compactor;  


• Dump trucks;  


• Bulldozer;  


• Pumps;  


• Generators; 


• Vacuum truck; 


• Fork and man lifts; 


• Concrete trucks;  


• Concrete pumps; 


• Light trucks, including pick up trucks and 


vans;  


• Electric power tools; 


• Pneumatic Tools 


• Waste collection trucks; 


• Lighting equipment; and, 


Boom trucks. 


2.6.1 Construction Management Plans 


Construction Management Plans will be developed and implemented as part of the detailed design phase of the 


project and will take into consideration applicable legislation as appropriate. Construction Management Plan(s) 


will be made available to the City of Timmins (as required) prior to implementation. 


2.6.2 Construction Staging Areas 


A construction staging and laydown area is used for the storage and assembly of construction equipment, 


materials, and other supplies. These areas are typically located near or at the construction site.  


This may include Temporary Access Lands that are included in the Project Area and are selected, investigated, and 


evaluated by Ontario Northland as part of the study. At this time, the proposed construction staging and laydown 


area identified is the lands reserved for the future bus storage and maintenance facility. Consultation with the City 


of Timmins and other affected third-party stakeholder will be undertaken as appropriate with respect to the 


locations of any proposed construction staging areas) [NTD – to be further confirmed as design progresses]. 


Construction Staging Plan(s) will be made available (as required) to the City of Timmins prior to implementation.  
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3.0 EXISTING CONDITIONS 


In accordance with the O. Reg. 231/08, an assessment of existing environmental conditions within the Study Area 


was conducted as part of the Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP.  


The purpose of collecting and documenting baseline conditions data is to provide the basis for the subsequent 


assessment of potential impacts (as detailed in Sections 4.0 and 6.0). Therefore, this section consolidates and 


summarizes the findings of the following existing conditions studies which were undertaken as part of the TRPAP: 


• Natural Environment (Appendix A) 


• Land Use and Socio-Economic (Appendix B) 


• Cultural Heritage (Appendix C) 


• Archaeology (Appendix D) 


The following additional reports incorporated the relevant existing conditions information as part of their impact 


assessment studies: 


• Construction Noise and Vibration Report (Appendix E) 


• Traffic Assessment Report (Appendix F) 


Generally, baseline conditions data was collected and summarized through a combination of review of 


background information/reports and field investigations (as required). 


3.1 TRPAP Study Area 


The Study Area for the TRPAP is defined as the area where the station components are proposed to be 


constructed plus a conservative 50m buffer area to allow for completeness of data collection associated with  


technical and environmental study investigations. Refer to Figure 3-1.  
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Figure 3-1: TRPAP Study Area 


3.2 Methodology 


3.2.1 Natural Environment 


The following provides a summary of the methodology developed to collect and document Natural Environment 


existing conditions information within the Project study area. A more detailed overview of this methodology is 


provided in Appendix A. 


The Natural Environment study screened for environmental features within a radius of 120 metres of the Study 


Area.  


3.2.1.1 Data Gathering 


Available secondary source background information was collected from available sources and reviewed. This 


included, but was not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory 


authorities, any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source GIS data, as 


follows: 


• Aerial imagery and orthoimagery; 


• Mapping of physiography and soils; 


• Municipal Official Plans; 


• Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) Land Information Ontario (LIO); 
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• Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC); 


• Conservation Authorities (CA) open data; 


• Atlas of the Breeding Birds of Ontario (2001-2005); and, 


• Fisheries and Oceans Canada’s (DFO) Species at Risk Mapping. 


Secondary source information will be compiled to develop a general description of the terrestrial and aquatic 


ecosystems, vegetation, and wildlife within the study area. 


3.2.1.2 Field Investigations 


Field investigations were undertaken wherever necessary to ground-truth information found in secondary source 


research, fill in any information gaps, and to validate desktop research.  


The following field investigations were undertaken to document existing conditions within the Study Area: 


• Terrestrial field investigations to confirm data and existing information on SAR, woodlands, vegetated 


communities, wetland communities (provincial and local significance) and unevaluated wetlands to be 


obtained from the MNRF, LIO and NHIC; 


• Vegetation and wildlife surveys (during appropriate field survey seasons) to determine presence of 


potential wildlife habitat including wildlife corridors and SAR habitat; 


• Screening Level breeding bird habitat assessment, including SAR; and, 


• Aquatic habitat surveys. 


3.2.1.3 Consultation with Mattagami Region Conservation Authority 


It is noted that the southeastern half of the Study Area is within an area regulated by the Mattagami Region 


Conservation Authority under Ontario Regulation 165/06. Consultation with MRCA may be required as part of the 


project. 


Data collected was captured within a GIS database and detailed mapping was prepared. 


3.2.2 Land Use and Socio-Economic 


The following provides a summary of the methodology developed to collect and document Land Use and Socio-


Economic existing conditions information within the Project study area. A more detailed overview of this 


methodology is provided in Appendix B. 


Documentation of land use existing conditions included a review of current Municipal Official Plan designations 


that provide policies on how land should be used, as well as applicable municipal zoning (land use zoning 


classifies the type of development allowed on a parcel of land including: residential, commercial, employment, 


etc.).  


A conservative approach was taken as part of the exiting conditions phase of the project. As such, socio-economic 


conditions were defined in the context of sensitive facilities within and in proximity to the Study Area; within one 


kilometre (km) of the Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


3.2.2.1 Data Gathering 


Available secondary source background information was be collected from available sources and reviewed. This 


includes, but is not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory authorities, 


any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source GIS data, as follows: 


• Aerial photography and orthoimagery (i.e., Google Earth); 


• City of Timmins Community Map (i.e., publicly available online GIS data); 
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• City of Timmins Official Plan; 


• City of Timmins Zoning By-law; 


• Integrated Culture, Tourism and Recreation Master Plan; 


• Recreation Master Plan; 


• Capital Plans; 


• Recreational Trails and Conservation Areas; and, 


• Parks and Playgrounds. 


Aerial photography was reviewed in and around the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. This entailed reviewing 


the locations of the proposed infrastructure and visually identifying the presence of sensitive facilities (e.g., 


schools, child-care centres, places of worship, long term care centres, hospitals, and community landmarks) and 


other features of interest. Facilities identified through The City of Timmins Community Map (i.e., municipal open 


data sources) were recorded. 


Available mapping data and other information was collected from the following sources and reviewed to identify 


existing and planned land uses: 


• Approved Municipal Official Plan (including zoning by-law);  


• Approved Culture, Tourism and Recreation (CTR) Master Plan; 


• Available municipal open data (i.e., publicly available online GIS data created by the City of Timmins 


pertaining to the location of sensitive facilities); 


• Land Information Ontario (LIO). 


3.2.2.2 Consultation with the City of Timmins 


Lastly, contact with City of Timmins staff was initiated through an e-mail request for GIS data and follow-up phone 


calls. Data requests focused on obtaining information on development applications within the Study Area and 


current and future policy initiatives that may have an impact on public policy and growth directions. The City of 


Timmins provided the following data via e-mail: 


• Bus Routes; 


• Transit Stops; 


• Snowmobile Trails; 


• Aerial Imagery; and, 


• Past construction projects. 


Data collected was captured within a GIS database and detailed mapping was prepared. 


3.2.3 Cultural Heritage 


The following provides a summary of the methodology developed to collect and document  


Cultural Heritage existing conditions information within the Project study area. A more detailed overview of this 


methodology is provided in Appendix C. 


3.2.3.1 Data Gathering 


Available secondary source background information was collected from available sources and reviewed. This 


includes, but is not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory authorities, 


any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source GIS data, as follows: 


• Historical maps and topographic maps; 
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• Twenty-first century aerial photography and orthoimagery (i.e., Google Earth); 


• Secondary sources and websites; 


• The Little Claybelt Homesteaders Museum; 


• Timmins Museum Archives; 


• City of Timmins Official Plan (Tunnock Consultants and the City of Timmins Planning Division 2010); 


• City of Timmins Municipal Heritage Register (City of Timmins 2022); 


• The Ontario Heritage Act Register (Ontario Heritage Trust n.d.); 


• The Places of Worship Inventory (Ontario Heritage Trust n.d.); 


• The inventory of Ontario Heritage Trust easements (Ontario Heritage Trust n.d.);  


• The Ontario Heritage Trust’s An Inventory of Provincial Plaques Across Ontario: a PDF of Ontario Heritage 


Trust Plaques and their locations (Ontario Heritage Trust 2018); 


• The Ontario Heritage Trust’s An Inventory of Ontario Heritage Trust-owned properties across Ontario: a PDF 


of properties owned by the Ontario Heritage Trust (Ontario Heritage Trust 2019); 


• Inventory of known cemeteries/burial sites in the Ontario Genealogical Society’s online databases (Ontario 


Genealogical Society n.d.);  


• Canada’s Historic Places website: available online, the searchable register provides information on historic 


places recognized for their heritage value at the local, provincial, territorial, and national levels (Parks 


Canada n.d.); 


• Directory of Federal Heritage Designations: a searchable on-line database that identifies National Historic 


Sites, National Historic Events, National Historic People, Heritage Railway Stations, Federal Heritage 


Buildings, and Heritage Lighthouses (Parks Canada n.d.);  


• Canadian Heritage River System: a national river conservation program that promotes, protects and 


enhances the best examples of Canada’s river heritage (Canadian Heritage Rivers Board and Technical 


Planning Committee n.d.); and, 


• United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (U.N.E.S.C.O.) World Heritage Sites 


(U.N.E.S.C.O. World Heritage Centre n.d.).  


The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM), formerly the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and 


Culture Industries (MHSTCI), has guidelines on the preparation of Cultural Heritage Reports within the TRPAP 


(MHSTCI 2019). This guidance is applicable to the current undertaking. The guidelines state that the study will:  


1. Identify existing baseline cultural heritage conditions within the Study Area. The consultants preparing the 


Cultural Heritage Report will need to define a Study Area and explain their rationale. MHSTCI 


recommends that the Study Area for the report include, at minimum, the project footprint and adjacent 


properties. Alternatively, the Study Area may include the project footprint and a study zone that is located 


immediately beside the footprint and extends a certain distance. The report will include a historical 


summary of the development of the Study Area and will identify all known or potential built heritage 


resources and cultural heritage landscapes in the Study Area. MHSTCI [now administered by MCM] has 


developed screening criteria that may assist with this exercise: Criteria for Evaluating for Potential Built 


Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes. 


2. Identify preliminary potential project-specific impacts on the known and potential built heritage resources 


and cultural heritage landscapes that have been identified. The report should include a description of the 


anticipated impact to each known or potential built heritage resource or cultural heritage landscape that 


has been identified.    
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3. Propose and recommend measures to avoid or mitigate potential negative impacts to known or potential 


cultural heritage resources. The proposed mitigation measures are to inform the next steps of project 


planning and design (MHSTCI 2019).  


3.2.3.2 Identification of Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 


In the course of the cultural heritage assessment process, all potentially affected built heritage resources and 


cultural heritage landscapes are subject to identification and inventory. Generally, when conducting an 


identification of BHRs and CHLs within a Study Area, three stages of research and data collection are undertaken 


to appropriately establish the potential for and existence of BHRs and CHLs in a geographic area: background 


research and desktop data collection; field review; and identification. 


Background historical research, which includes consultation of primary and secondary source research and 


historical mapping, is undertaken to identify early settlement patterns and broad agents or themes of change in a 


Study Area. This stage in the data collection process enables the researcher to determine the presence of sensitive 


heritage areas that correspond to nineteenth- and twentieth-century settlement and development patterns. To 


augment data collected during this stage of the research process, federal, provincial, and municipal databases 


and/or agencies are consulted to obtain information about specific properties that have been previously identified 


and/or designated as having cultural heritage value. Typically, resources identified during these stages of the 


research process are reflective of particular architectural styles or construction methods, associated with an 


important person, place, or event, and contribute to the contextual facets of a particular place, neighbourhood, or 


intersection.  


3.2.3.3 Field Investigations 


Field investigations were undertaken wherever necessary to ground-truth information found in secondary source 


research, fill in any information gaps, and to validate desktop research.  


The following field investigations were undertaken as part of the TRPAP on June 13, 2023 to document existing 


conditions: 


• Terrestrial field investigations to determine the presence of BHRs and CHLs in the proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station Study Area; and, 


• Detailed photographs of the Study Area and surrounding context, and note-taking. 


3.2.3.4 Consultation with Regulatory Authorities 


The following individuals, groups, and/or organizations were contacted to gather information on known and BHRs 


and CHLs, active and inactive cemeteries, and areas of identified Indigenous interest within the Study Area: 


• Steph Palmateer, Director of Community Services & City Clerk, City of Timmins (email communication 


June 23, 2023). Email correspondence was sent by Krystal Perepeluk of Ontario Northland requesting 


information and location of properties on the Municipal Heritage Register, relevant heritage reports, 


archival photographs, archaeological assessments, maps and aerial photographs, and other 


documentation for any previously-identified heritage properties within the Study Area, as well as any 


other additional information related to the Study Area. No information was provided by the time of report 


submission. 


• The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (email communication June 30 and July 12, 2023). Email 


correspondence confirmed that there are no properties designated by the Minister and that they are not 


aware of any Provincial Heritage Properties within or adjacent to the TRPAP Study Area. 
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• The Ontario Heritage Trust (email communications June 30 and July 14, 2023). A response indicated the 


Ontario Heritage Trust does not own or protect via easement any properties within or immediately 


adjacent to the TRPAP Study Area. 


• There has been no correspondence from First Nations and Provincial Territorial Organizations about 


known or potential BHRs or CHLs at the time of preparing this report. 


Data collected was captured within a GIS database and detailed mapping was prepared. 


3.2.4 Archaeology 


The following provides a summary of the methodology developed to collect and document Archaeology existing 


conditions information within the Project study area. A more detailed overview of this methodology is provided in 


Appendix D. 


The Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment study considered background reports of previous archaeological 


assessments conducted within a radius of 50 metres and OASD registered archaeological sites within one (1) 


kilometre of the Study Area. 


3.2.4.1 Data Gathering 


Available secondary source background information was collected from available sources and reviewed. This 


includes, but is not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory authorities, 


any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source Geographic Information 


Systems (GIS) data, as follows: 


• Historical maps and topographic maps; 


• Aerial photography and orthoimagery (i.e., Google Earth); 


• Municipal Archaeological Management Plans; 


• The site record forms for registered archaeological sites (Ontario Archaeological Sites Database);  


• Previously completed archaeological assessment reports; 


• Published and unpublished documentary sources; 


• Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) Land Information Ontario (LIO); and, 


• Ontario geological survey (OGS) surficial geology, physiography, and soil drainage maps. 


3.2.4.2 Field Investigations 


The Stage 1 archaeological assessment property inspection was conducted on June 23, 2023, in order to gain first-


hand knowledge of the geography, topography, and current conditions and to evaluate and map archaeological 


potential of the Study Area. It was a systematic visual inspection from publicly accessible lands/public right-of-


ways only and did not include excavation or collection of archaeological resources. Fieldwork was conducted when 


weather conditions were deemed clear with good visibility (overcast with seasonal temperatures), per S & G 


Section 1.2., Standard 2.  


Under the terms and conditions of every archaeological license, an archaeologist must notify the Ministry of 


Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) before starting any new fieldwork project or stage of archaeological 


assessment by submitting a Project Information Form (PIF). A PIF provides the ministry with information about 


archaeological projects being planned in Ontario. The archaeologist must submit a PIF using the ministry’s 


secure online archaeology portal. 


Data collected was captured within a GIS database and detailed mapping was prepared. 
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3.2.5 Noise and Vibration 


Collecting existing conditions data and information was based on the key steps described below.  


Available secondary source background information was be collected from available sources and reviewed. This 


includes, but is not limited to, air photographs, historical information, data obtained from regulatory authorities, 


any publicly available information from municipalities and the province, and open-source GIS data, as follows: 


• Aerial photography and orthoimagery (i.e., Google Earth); and, 


• City of Timmins Zoning By-law. 


A review of applicable legislation and guidance documents was undertaken and included the following: 


• Environmental Noise Guideline - Stationary and Transportation Sources - Approval and Planning, 2013 


o NPC-300 (2013) 


• MOEE/GO Transit Noise and Vibration Protocol, 1995 


o Draft Protocol for Noise and Vibration (1995) 


No field investigations were undertaken as part of the TRPAP to document existing conditions. Data was collected 


through review of background information and aerial photography. 


3.2.6 Traffic 


[NTD: to be populated in subsequent version of EPR, once assessment is completed] 


3.3 Existing Conditions 


3.3.1 Natural Environment 


3.3.1.1 Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest 


The MNRF defines ANSIs as “lands and waters with features that are important for natural heritage protection, 


appreciation, scientific study or education”. No ANSIs are identified within or in the vicinity of the Study Area. 


3.3.1.2 Significant Wetlands 


The potential occurrence of wetland features was screened through a review of available GIS data layers provided 


by MNRF. Three types of wetland features are identified in MNRF data layers: provincially significant wetlands 


(PSWs), unevaluated wetlands and other wetlands. No PSWs or other wetlands are identified within or in the 


vicinity of the Study Area.  


3.3.1.3 Terrestrial Ecosystems 


Collection of background information specific to wildlife and wildlife habitat includes a wildlife species 


documented across the Study Area. A total of 29 bird species were documented. Of these, 26 species are 


considered migratory and regulated under the Migratory Birds Convention Act (MBCA), while one additional 


species is protected under the Fish and Wildlife Convention Act, 1997. Only two of the documented bird species 


are not under any legislative protection. Four bird species identified in the vicinity of the Study Area are classified 


as species at risk (SAR) under the Endangered Species Act, 2007. One SAR invertebrate species was also identified 


in the vicinity of the project area. SAR are further discussed in Section 3.3.1.7. A total of eight bird species are 


considered area sensitive according to the Significant Wildlife Habitat Technical Guide (SWHTG, 2000). Due to the 


limited size of the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Study Area and habitat present, some of these species 


occurrences may be ruled out.  







Environmental Project Report 


Draft 


April 9, 2024 


 


 


|  38 


Hydro One 


3.3.1.4 Vegetation and Vegetation Communities 


Vegetation surveys were conducted on June 16 and June 28, 2023 to confirm the current condition, limits and 


extent of vegetation communities identified through review of aerial imagery and available resources for the 


Study Area.  Natural vegetation features identified within the Study Area were classified according to the 


Ecological Land Classification for Southern Ontario: First Approximation and Its Application (Lee et al. 1998), The 


Ecosystems of Ontario (William et al. 2009) and A Field Guide to Forest Ecosystems of Northeastern Ontario 


(Taylor et al. 2000). Vascular plant nomenclature follows Newmaster and Ragupathy (2012). 


Vegetation Communities 


Vegetation communities within the Study Area include forest, a small wetland inclusion, cultural meadow, and 


manicured lawn (M). Within the forested community a snowmobile trail bisects this community and runs 


north/south parallel to the rail tracks.  


Table 3-1: Summary of Vegetation Communities 


ELC Code  Vegetation 


Type  


Species Association  Comments  


Terrestrial 


BTr9-2 Balsam poplar 


– Trembling 


aspen/speckled 


alder/dewberry 


Canopy: Balsam poplar (Populus balsamifera ssp. 


balsamifera), trembling aspen (Populus tremuloides), 


balsam fir (Abies balsamea), tamarack (Larix laricina) 


and black spruce (Picea mariana).  


Ground Cover: includes currant (Ribes spp.), red 


raspberry (Rubus idaeus ssp. idaeus), large-leaved aster 


(Eurybia macrophylla), lady fern (Athyrium filix-femina) 


and horsetails (Equisetum spp). 


• Tree cover >60%  


• Deciduous trees >75% 


of canopy cover  


 


CUM Cultural Meadow 


CUM1-1 Dry- Moist Old 


Field Meadow 


Ground cover: Fireweed (Chamerion angustifolium 
ssp. angustifolium), common milkweed (Asclepias 


syriaca), asters (Asteraceae spp.), timothy (Phleum 


pratense), wild carrot (Daucus carota), and common 


dandelion (Taraxacum officinalis).  


• Tree cover <25% 


Wetland Inclusion  


MAM MEADOW MARSH 


MAM2 Mineral 


Meadow Marsh  


Ground cover: Reed-canary grass (Phalaris 


arundinacea), small-fruited bulrush (Scirpus 


microcarpus), red-osier dogwood (Cornus sericea ssp. 


sericea), water horsetail (Equisetum fluvitale). 


• Tree cover <25% 


OTHER*  
 


M   Manicured Ground Cover: includes Kentucky bluegrass (Poa 


pratensis), timothy, wild carrot, and common 


dandelion.  


• Areas where 


grass/shrubs/trees are 


maintained/retained 


and/or planted.   
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Flora 


During field investigations a total of 52 vascular plant taxa were recorded within the Study Area. A full list of these 


species is found in Appendix A. Of these plant species, one was identified only to genus.  Of the 52 plants 


identified, 32 (61%) are native and 20 (39%) are non-native. All of the plant communities found within the Study 


Area are common and secure in northern Ontario. No federally or provincially listed plants species at risk were 


documented in the Study Area.  


3.3.1.5 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 


Wildlife data was collected during the June 16 and June 28, 2023 field visits through pedestrian surveys of the 


Study Area with a focus on natural areas and where structures with the potential to provide habitat (e.g. buildings, 


culverts) were noted in proximity to the design alternatives. Wildlife identification was completed through visual 


and auditory observations as well as indirect incidental observations (i.e., tracks, scat, and scents). Wildlife 


observations were screened to identify species listed as at risk provincially or federally; and, for species of local 


concern. 


The majority of the Study Area is characterized as cultural meadow with a small wetland inclusion (MAM2). These 


vegetation communities/areas are not considered rare or sensitive and reflect an anthropogenic origin because of 


previous vegetation clearing.  However, the communities provide foraging, movement, and breeding 


opportunities for some bird, insects, and wildlife species. The cultural meadow is adjacent to a wooded 


community to the east of the rail tracks. The wooded area includes deciduous forest (BTr9-2), this community 


likely provides valuable wildlife habitat.  


Wildlife trees may provide shelter or roosting opportunities for bats. A formal leaf-off snag survey was not 


completed, but no wildlife trees with either cavities, sloughing bark, or large cracks, were observed during site 


visits. Similarly, no stick nests were observed.  


Breeding Bird Survey 


A breeding bird survey was completed according to the Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas Protocol (Cadman et al. 2007) 


and consisted of two early morning visits between sunrise and 8am. The first visit occurred on June 16, 2023 and 


the second visit occurred on June 28, 2023. One ten-minute point count and meandering transects were 


completed within the Study Area. Territorial songs, along with direct observations of breeding bird behaviour and 


presence of bird nests and fledged young were used to record breeding bird evidence (BBE) within the Study 


Area. Evidence of bird breeding success was categorized according to the OBBA survey methodology (Cadman et 


al. 2007) using the following criteria: 


Possible Breeding: Species observed in its breeding season in suitable nesting habitat (H). 


 Singing male present in its breeding season in suitable nesting habitat (S). 


Probable Breeding: Pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in nesting season (P). 


Permanent territory presumed through registration of territorial song heard on at 


least two days, one week or more apart, at the same place (T).  


Confirmed Breeding: Fledged young or downy young, including young incapable of flight (FY). 


Bird species were identified through visual and auditory observations, and incidental observations of any wildlife 


species encountered while in the Study Area were also recorded, including birds heard outside of the 10-minute 


point counts. Incidental wildlife observations were noted during all field visits to document all species using the 


Study Area.  


A total of 17 bird species were documented within the Study Area. The bird species documented are relatively 


common overall and expected within the vegetation communities found on site. None of the bird species 


observed are regulated under ESA or SARA.  
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Table 3-2: Breeding Bird Surveys Results 


Common Name Scientific Name SARA/ESA 


Status 


Legal 


Status 


BBE 


American Crow Corvus brachyhrynchos  - Probable (T) 


American Goldfinch Spinus tristis  MBCA Probable (T) 


American Redstart Setophaga ruticilla  MBCA Possible (S) 


American Robin Turdus migratorius  MBCA Probable (T) 


Belted Kingfisher Megaceryle alcyon  FWCA Observed (X) 


Black-capped Chickadee Poecile atricapillus  MBCA Incidental 


Cedar Waxwing Bombycilla cedrorum  MBCA Incidental  


Common Yellowthroat Geothlypis trichas  MBCA Probable (T) 


Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus  MBCA Possible (S) 


Northern Flicker Colaptes auratus  MBCA Incidental 


Purple Finch Carpodacus purpureus  MBCA Incidental 


Red-eyed Vireo Vireo olivaceus  MBCA Probable (S) 


Rock Dove  Columba livia  - Possible (S) 


Savannah Sparrow  Passerculus sandwichensis  MBCA Possible (S) 


Song Sparrow Melospiza melodia  MBCA Probable (T) 


Veery Catharus fuscescens  MBCA Probable (P) 


White-throated Sparrow Zonotrichia albicollis  MBCA Probable (S) 


 


  Legend: 


Abbreviation Description 


SARA/ESA  


THR Threatened; a wildlife species likely to become endangered if limiting factors are not reversed 


SC Designated Special Concern under Ontario Endangered Species Act and Canada Species at Risk 


Act 


Legal Status:  


MBCA Migratory Bird Convention Act 


FWCA(P) Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act Protected Species 


- Not protected under MBCA or FWCA 


BBE: Breeding Bird Evidence 


Incidental: Species observed outside of its breeding season (not observed during breeding bird surveys) 


Observed: 


X Species observed in its breeding season (no evidence of breeding). 


Possible Breeding: 


H Species observed in its breeding season in suitable nesting habitat. 


S Singing male present in its breeding season in suitable nesting habitat. 


Probable Breeding: 


P Pair observed in suitable nesting habitat in nesting season 


T Permanent territory presumed through registration of territorial song on at least two days, a 


week apart, at the same place. 


Confirmed Breeding: 


FY Fledged young or downy young, including young incapable of sustained flight. 
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Invertebrates 


Two (2) species of invertebrates were incidentally observed during field visits. Forest tent caterpillars (Malacosoma 


disstria) were documented on vegetation throughout the Study Area and a Chalk-fronted Corporal (Ladona julia) 


was observed. 


Mammals 


Mammals are typically challenging to survey given their cryptic nature. As such, mammals were documented as 


incidental encounters or through evidence of presence (tracks/roadkill/dens/scat/scent). No mammals were 


observed during field visits with the Study Area. 


3.3.1.6 Fish and Fish Habitat 


There are no watercourses identified by DFO within the Study Area and all waterbodies are greater than 300 m 


away and do not contain SAR fish or critical SAR habitat. 


Background review did not identify any watercourses within the Study Area; however, field investigations 


identified a small drainage feature that appears to convey intermittent flows after storm events from west to east 


through the Study Area. Flow, likely originating from stormwater runoff, is conveyed from west of Falcon Street, 


and along a ditch running north to south on Falcon Street. The flow then passes through a culvert into the Study 


Area and under the rail tracks through a culvert towards the BTr9-2 community and then under the snowmobile 


trail where it disperses and does not appear to have a connection to Bob’s Lake. 


During the June 28, 2023 field investigations after substantial rain there was evident flow and the wetted depth 


was approximately 5 cm deep in the culvert on the south side of Falcon Street. Substrate was very fine organic 


material upstream of the culvert on Falcon Street and riparian vegetation consisted mainly of reed canary grass 


(Phalaris arundinacea), horsetails, and willow shrubs with abundant instream vegetation. Downstream of the 


anticipated construction area through the forested community, the drainage feature has a wetted width of 


approximately 0.5 metres and a bankfull width of approximately 2-3 metres. Water remained minimal through this 


reach with only a slight flow and substrate was a mixture of sand, silt, and gravel. Riparian vegetation consisted of 


grasses, dogwood, and canopy trees, and there was abundant woody debris in the channel. Given the lack of 


connectivity to permanent watercourses and the ephemeral nature of the channel, there is little likelihood of fish 


use. 


3.3.1.7 Species at Risk (SAR) 


A review of the MNRF’s NHIC database was conducted to search for records of SAR and/or rare species for the 


Study Area.  Records for a total of seven species were returned, to include special concern Barn Swallow (Hirundo 


rustica), Black Tern (Chlidonias niger), Canada Warbler (Cardellina canadensis), and Yellow-banded Bumble Bee 


(Bombus terricola), as well as threatened Bobolink (Dolichonyx oryzivorus), and endangered Little Brown Myotis 


(Meyotis lucifugus) and Northern Myotis (Myotis septentrionalis). Given the habitat present in the Study Area, it is 


unlikely that habitat for all of these SAR is currently available. No species at risk were observed during field 


investigations. 


3.3.2 Land Use and Socio-Economic 


3.3.2.1 Existing Land Use 


Recreational Amenities 


Sidewalks extend along King Street, and a portion of Gervais Street North that expands along the west side of the 


Whitney Multipurpose Court and baseball diamond (also referred to as Whitney Park). The Whitney Park is 


adjacent to the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station and is bound by Gervais Street North to the west, Queen 


Street to the south, and Falcon Street to the East (see red parcels in Figure ).  
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Since 2014, several tennis courts have been renewed/resurfaced per the recommendations in the Culture, Tourism 


and Recreation Master Plan. The Whitney tennis court was resurfaced as a rubber tile multi-surface court in 


2015/2016, which includes two multi-purpose courts, one tennis court and one basketball court.  


A snowmobile trail is available during the winter months that currently passes along Gervais Street North and 


around Whitney Park, before crossing Falcon Street and traversing the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station site, 


and extending south to continue along Gervais Street South (see blue hatched line in Figure ). Streets showing a 


green line in Figure  represent where snowmobile access is permitted in the City of Timmins. 


Figure 3-2: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map - Parks and Recreation  


Bus Route 16 services the Whitney area and currently travels along Queen Street, before heading north on Gervais 


Street North, turning right on Earl Street East, turning right on Falcon Street, and continuing back along King 


Street to head back into the City of Timmins downtown core (see pink route in Figure ). Falcon Street is directly 


adjacent to the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


General Project Location: Proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station 
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Figure 3-3: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Bus Routes  


Sensitive Facilities 


There are no hospitals, child-care centres or long-term care centres in the vicinity of the proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station. The following table includes sensitive facilities that are located within 1 km of the proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


Table 3-3: Sensitive Facilities within 1 km of the Proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station 


Type Name Address Approximate Distance from 


proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 


Figure Reference 


Place of 


Worship 


Porcupine United 


Church 


122 Queen 


Street 


750 metres See green circle in 


Figure  


Emergency 


Service 


Whitney 


Volunteer Fire 


Hall 


No known 


address, 


adjacent to 


730 metres See yellow circle in 


Figure  
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Type Name Address Approximate Distance from 


proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 


Figure Reference 


110 Dixon 


Street 


School Ecole Catholique 


St. Jude 


225 Dixon 


Street 


450 metres See blue parcels in 


Figure  


 


Figure 3-4: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Sensitive Facilities 


3.3.2.2 Planned Land Use 


Crown Land Use 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is within a Crown Land Use Policy Area, known as the Timmins 


Porcupine Urban Area (ID: G1819). Urban development is permitted within the Timmins Porcupine Urban Area on 


public lands if such land use is approved in an Official Plan or Zoning By-law. 


General Project Location: Proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station 
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Official Plan Designations 


Under the City of Timmins Official Plan (OP) Schedule A, lands at the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station are 


largely designated as Neighbourhood Area, with a small portion of the south end of the site designated as 


Employment Area (see Figure 3-5). 


Figure 3-5: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Official Plan Schedule A  


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is within the Mineral Development designation, per the OP Schedule B 


(see Figure 3-6). 


General Project Location: Proposed 
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Figure 3-6: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Official Plan Schedule B 


The Ministry of Northern Development and Mines (MNDM) (now the Ministry of Northern Development, Mines, 


Natural Resources and Forestry) has conducted a qualitative evaluation of the hazard features associated with 


mining sites located within the City of Timmins. The evaluation places each of the Ministry’s Abandoned Mines 


Information (AMIS) locations into one (1) of five (5) categories based on the documented extent and intensity of 


historic mineral development activity. Any proposed development within 1 km of a mine hazard feature will 
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require review to determine the need for a detailed geo-technical evaluation (Section 2.10.3). The proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station is within 1 km of a Mine Hazard feature, per OP Schedule C (see Figure 3-7). 


Figure 3-7: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Official Plan Schedule C 


Future Developments 


A review of the City of Timmins Capital Plans has been completed for the past five (5) years (2019-2023). Table 


3-4 provides an overview of future developments within the vicinity of the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


Table 3-4: City of Timmins - Planned Capital Works 


Project Title Year  


Project Details 


Project 


Status 


Connecting 


Link 


Program 


2016 Segment 14: 


Porcupine River 


Bridge and 


Porcupine River 


Bridge to Ontario 


Northland Rail 


(ONR) Crossing 


A connecting link is a municipal road or bridge 


system that connects two ends of a provincial 


highway through a community. The City of 


Timmins has a designated connecting link and is 


eligible for provincial funding (from MTO) to help 


cover the cost of construction or rehabilitation. 


Timmins' Connecting Link is one of the largest in 


the province, including just over 21 km of 


Planned,   


Porcupine 


River Bridge 


(2027) and 


Porcupine 


River Bridge 


to ONR 


Crossing 


(2031)  
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Recreational Amenities 


The 2014 integrated Culture, Tourism and Recreation Master Plan (CTR Master Plan) is an “overarching framework 


to guide the implementation of three individual master plans for culture, tourism and recreation in a manner 


which bolsters partnerships and investment in infrastructure, programming, opportunities and services for the 


development of each sector locally” (Page 7). The aligned recreation objectives of this plan are: 


• To increase public awareness of recreation programs, services, opportunities, events and tournaments in 


the City through community based knowledge and information sharing tools; 


• To promote physical activity as a way of life and quality of life through programming and education of 


target groups; 


• To adopt a social development approach to program development and service delivery which recognizes 


recreation as a means to address issues of poverty alleviation and social inequality; 


• To leverage investment in new and existing facilities for enhanced utilization and revenue generation; 


and, 


• To enhance opportunities for sport tourism through the development of modern recreation amenities for 


extended as well as regional tournament hosting. 


It is acknowledged that the City of Timmins is updating their CTR Master Plan, to guide the future direction in 


planning recreational, cultural, and tourism facilities, programs and services. Council reviewed the draft plan on 


June 19, 2023, and the City is preparing for a public open house at a future date at the time of writing this report. 


Gannett Fleming will continue to monitor the progress/development of this plan.  


Zoning 


Under the City of Timmins Zoning By-Law 2011-7100, lands at the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station are zoned 


as Residential First Density (NA-R1) (see Figure 3-8). 


  


Project Title Year  


Project Details 


Project 


Status 


highway, and runs from Kamiskotia Road to the 


Porcupine ONR Crossing. 


• The City started rehabilitating the 


Connecting Link in 2016 by completing a 


preliminary design that divided the 


roadway into 14 segments. In addition to 


full-depth reconstruction of the roadway, 


construction can include replacement of 


underground services like water, sanitary 


sewer and storm sewer, pole relocation, 


illumination at intersections, traffic 


signals, curbs and sidewalks. 
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Figure 3-8: Excerpt of City of Timmins Community Map – Zoning By-law 


3.3.3 Cultural Heritage 


Based on the results of the background research and field review, there are no known or potential BHRs or CHLs 


identified in the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP Study Area. The Study Area does not feature any 


structures or areas believed to have CHVI. 


3.3.4 Archaeology 


According to the background research, no previous report details fieldwork within 50 metres of the Study Area. 


In Ontario, information concerning archaeological sites is stored in the Ontario Archaeological Sites Database 


(OASD) maintained by the MCM. This database contains archaeological sites registered within the Borden system. 


Under the Borden system, Canada has been divided into grid blocks based on latitude and longitude. A Borden 


block is approximately 13 kilometres east to west, and approximately 18.5 kilometres north to south. Each Borden 


block is referenced by a four-letter designator, and sites within a block are numbered sequentially as they are 


found. The Study Area under review is located in Borden block DcHg. 


According to the OASD, no previously registered archaeological sites are located within one kilometre of the 


Study Area (MCM 2023). 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Study Area meets the following criteria indicative of archaeological 


potential, as per S & G, Section 1.3.1: 


• Well-drained soils 


The property inspection confirmed that the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station Study Area exhibits evidence of 


disturbance in the existing facilities on site, the surrounding twentieth-century development, and evidence of 
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artificial drainage. Undeveloped lands within the project components exhibit low archaeological potential due to 


poor drainage.  


Forested lands east of the railway north of Highway 101/King Street retain archaeological potential and will 


require Stage 2 test pit survey if impacted by the project designs. 


3.3.5 Noise and Vibration 


Existing Sensitive Receptors 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine station site is bounded by Falcon Street to the north, Falcon Street and Gervais 


Street North to the west, King Street (Highway 101) to the south and an existing rail to the east. There are 


residential neighbourhoods beyond in all directions. 


The closest residential receptors to the site are summarized in Table 3-5 below and shown in Figure 3-9. 


Receptor 1 (located to the north) and Receptor 2 (located to the south) are the closest to both the station and 


railway operations near the station.  Meeting the guidelines at these receptors would mean that the guidelines 


would also be met at the other nearby receptors due to increased setback distance and/or higher ambient sound 


levels. 


Table 3-5: Sensitive Receptors 


Receptor Description 


R1 Low-rise Residential 


R2 Low-rise Residential 


As per the applicable protocols and guidelines, the sound levels for the station operation noise analysis are to be 


evaluated at both the facades of a sensitive receptor during the daytime and nighttime and at the outdoor living 


areas during the daytime and evening periods. The outdoor living area could be any location on a receptor’s 


property within 30m from a façade. Depending on the receptors, the outdoor point of reception is often the most 


critical during the daytime and evening periods.  


As the NPR trains operate only during the nighttime period (23:00 - 7:00 hours), the sound levels from train 


operations are evaluated at the plane of a window of the receptors. 


Existing Noise and Vibration Levels 


Road traffic noise dominates the existing sound levels as the existing rail traffic is relatively insignificant and not 


present at all during the nighttime. Existing average annual daily traffic (AADT) provided by the City of Timmins 


and Ministry of Transportation are summarized in Table 3-6 below.  


Table 3-6: Roadway Traffic Volumes 


Road Year AADT Speed (km/h) 


King Street 2023 7,020 50 


Gervais Street North 2023 960 40 


Falcon Street 2023 240 50 


 


The existing sound levels at the receptors are summarized in the Table 3-7 below. 
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Table 3-7: Existing Sound Levels 


Receptor 
Existing Sound Levels 


Daytime (dBA Leq,16hr) Nighttime (dBA Leq,8hr)  


R1 50 44 


R2 50 43 


Ambient vibration levels at the exiting receptors are expected to be insignificant as the exiting rail is currently not 


in use during the nighttime period. During the daytime, railway traffic is limited as the line terminates within the 


study area and railway traffic would otherwise be very infrequent and operate at low speeds.   


Figure 3-9: Representative Sensitive Receptors Near Timmins-Porcupine Station 
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3.3.6 Traffic 


[NTD: to be populated in subsequent version of EPR, once assessment is complete] 


3.3.7 Soil & Groundwater 


[NTD: to be included in in subsequent version of EPR] 
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4.0 IMPACT ASSESSMENT 


4.1 Updated Study Area 


A conservative Study Area was previously established for purpose of existing conditions data as part of the TRPAP. 


Based on the conceptual design information available at the time of preparing this report, the Study Area for the 


impact assessment phase was refined to the area shown in Figure 2-1 for purposes of assessing potential effects. 


4.2 Methodology 


A five-step process was followed in order to assess potential impacts associated with the Project as follows: 


• Step 1 – Identify potential effects (positive and negative) resulting from the construction and/or operation 


of the Project infrastructure; 


• Step 2 – Establish avoidance/mitigation/compensation measures to eliminate or minimize potential 


negative effects (as required); 


• Step 3 – Summarize net effects (i.e., residual effects after applying avoidance/mitigation measures); 


• Step 4 – Carry out consultation with stakeholders/regulatory authorities; update impact assessment 


results and/or proposed mitigation measures as appropriate; and,  


• Step 5 – Document impact assessment results. 


Potential environmental impacts were generally be characterized as follows: 


Table 4-1: Types of Potential Effects 


Potential Effect Description/Examples 


Operations and 


Maintenance Effects  


• Potential permanent displacement or loss of existing resources/features due 


to implementation and operation of the physical project infrastructure 


components (e.g., operation of new station). 


Construction Effects • Potential short-term effects (e.g., disruption/disturbance) due to 


construction activities associated with the Project (e.g., construction of 


station infrastructure). 


4.3 Impact Assessment Criteria 


The following criteria was established for the purposes of evaluating potential effects associated with the Project. 


Table 4-2: Impact Assessment Criteria 


Environmental Factor Criteria 


Natural Environment • Potential effects on vegetation communities; 


• Potential effects on wildlife and wildlife habitat; 


• Potential effects on SAR and their habitat; 


• Potential effects on wetlands; 


• Potential effects on fish and fish habitat; and, 


• Consideration of other relevant matters of provincial interest relating to the 


natural environment (e.g., Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI). 


Land Use and Socio-


Economic 
• Potential effects on existing land use;  
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Environmental Factor Criteria 


 • Potential effects on planned land use; 


• Potential effects on sensitive facilities (i.e., hospitals, schools, community 


landmarks, child-care centres, and long-term care centres); 


• Potential effects on active transportation routes; 


• Potential effects on pedestrian trails; and, 


• Potential effects on parks/open spaces/natural areas. 


Cultural Heritage 


 
• Potential effects on built heritage resources; and, 


• Potential effects on cultural heritage landscapes. 


Archaeology 


 
• Potential effects on archaeological sites/resources. 


Noise and Vibration 


 
• Potential noise and vibration effects during construction.  


Traffic • Potential temporary traffic impacts during construction; and, 


• Potential permanent traffic impacts (e.g., increased traffic Volume, altered 


traffic patterns and flow, congestion, changes in public transportation 


usage). 


Stormwater 


Management/Drainage  
• Potential impacts to existing drainage. 


Utilities  • Type and extent of utility conflicts.  


Soil & Groundwater  • Potential effects on soil and groundwater during construction. 


 


4.4 Natural Environment  


Table 4-3 below provides a summary of the key project components/activities, potential effects, mitigation 


measures, and proposed monitoring activities associated with the Project. 


4.4.1 Terrestrial Features & Habitat 


4.4.1.1 Vegetation Communities 


Effects to vegetation and vegetation communities include a permanent removal of 0.8 ha of natural vegetation. 


ELC communities that will be impacted include cultural meadow (CUM1-1; 0.74 ha) and a mineral meadow marsh 


inclusion (MAM2; 0.06 ha). None of these vegetation communities are considered sensitive or rare and the 


communities reflect the historic anthropogenic influence (i.e., this area has been cleared in the past). Effects to 


trees will be limited to the removal of open grown trees within the cultural meadow. Effects will also occur to 


herbaceous and shrubby vegetation. 


Operational activity may result in an increase of invasive plant species dispersal. 


Construction effects such as silt or sedimentation in areas of retained vegetation communities may occur during 


site grading operations and construction of the proposed infrastructure. Increased traffic during construction may 


result in an increase of invasive plant species dispersal to retained vegetation communities. 
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4.4.1.2 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 


The proposed work is adjacent to and within foraging and nesting habitat for several species listed under the 


Migratory Birds Convention Act.  Operations and maintenance effects to bird habitat are anticipated and 


permanent habitat loss is proposed. The footprint impacts may decrease the available nesting habitat for breeding 


birds and available cover for mammals and insects. For breeding birds specifically, reduction of the available 


habitat may result in the loss of nesting territories or the amount of food available, with the net result being a 


reduction in brood success. 


Permanent alteration to habitat due to decreased connectivity and fragmentation across the Study Area may 


occur. However, the development footprint is located on the edge of higher quality/more naturalized areas and 


likely provides very little connectivity to surrounding natural areas. 


Increased periodic noise related to operation of the passenger rail and use of the Timmins Station may deter and 


interrupt wildlife such as large mammals (deer), small mammals (rodents, racoons, etc.), and birds. Increased 


vehicular and train traffic has the potential to increase collision related wildlife mortality. 


Equipment noise during construction may deter and interrupt wildlife such as large mammals (deer), small 


mammals (rodents, raccoons, etc.) birds, amphibians, and reptiles. Increased vehicular traffic will be present during 


construction and may cause vehicular related mortality. Increased noise related to construction traffic may 


discourage the use by migratory bird species. 


Mitigation of effects to wildlife and wildlife habitat includes the implementation of the following measures: 


• Retention of as much of the vegetation communities as possible. 


• Any wildlife incidentally encountered during construction and operation activities will not be knowingly 


harmed and will be allowed to passively move out of the work area, where possible. 


• Use previously disturbed/paved areas or cultural/manicured areas for construction laydown and staging 


to the extent possible. 


• Clearly delineate work areas using erosion fencing, or similar barrier, to avoid accidental intrusion into 


wildlife habitat. This fencing will also serve to exclude wildlife from entering the work area. 


• No vegetation removal should occur between April 1 and August 30 of any given year to protect birds 


afforded protection under the Migratory Birds and Convention Act (MBCA). 


• If vegetation removal must be undertaken from April 1 to August 30, a nest survey must be conducted 


prior to clearing by a qualified avian biologist to identify and locate active nests of species covered by the 


MBCA. 


• If the work/disturbance areas are changed and trees that are part of a wooded community require 


pruning or removal, a further screening should be completed. 


4.4.2 Aquatic Features & Habitat 


Alterations to surface water in the Study Area are limited to the drainage feature which conveys stormwater. 


Works are proposed approximately 400 m from aquatic habitat of Bob’s Lake; however, best management 


practices and a robust ESC plan will minimize risk of indirect impact. Otherwise, no additional mitigation measures 


are recommended. 


No effects to fish and fish habitat are anticipated. The drainage feature within the Study Area does not provide 


fish habitat as it appears to convey stormwater during rain events. Works are proposed approximately 400 m from 


aquatic habitat of Bob’s Lake. Best management practices and a robust ESC plan will minimize risk of indirect 


impact. Otherwise, no additional mitigation measures are recommended. 
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4.4.3 Species at Risk 


No SAR or SAR habitat was documented within the Study Area. Therefore, no mitigation measures have been 


proposed. 


4.5 Land Use and Socio-Economic 


Table 4-4 below provides a summary of the key project components/activities, potential effects, mitigation 


measures, and proposed monitoring activities associated with the Project. 


4.5.1 Operations and Maintenance Effects 


Recreational Amenities  


Since the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is proposed on a vacant lot owned by Ontario Northland, no 


impacts are anticipated to the sidewalks that extend along King Street and Gervais Street North, nor are impacts 


anticipated to the Whitney Multipurpose Court and baseball diamond (also referred to as Whitney Park) given the 


proximity to the proposed station.  


There is an existing snowmobile trail1 that traverses the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station site, therefore the 


route will no longer be able to connect through the station site and across King Street before continuing along 


Gervais Street South once the new station is built. Ontario Northland will consult with the local snowmobile club 


to determine any required mitigation or offset measures as it relates to the snowmobile trail route.   


Sensitive Facilities 


There are no sensitive facilities within 100 metres of the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station and no impacts are 


anticipated. 


4.5.2 Planned Land Use 


Crown Land Use 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is within a Crown Land Use Policy Area, known as the Timmins 


Porcupine Urban Area (ID: G1819). Since all development is permitted within the Timmins Porcupine Urban Area if 


such land use is approved in an Official Plan or Zoning By-law, there are no anticipated adverse effects on crown 


land use. 


Official Plan Designations 


Under the City of Timmins Official Plan (OP) Schedule A, lands at the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station are 


largely designated as Neighbourhood Area, with a small portion of the south end of the site designated as 


Employment Area. The Neighbourhood Area generally permits residential uses, limited commercial uses, home 


based businesses, and limited institutional and public services. While Employment Areas are “primarily designed to 


provide for a diverse range of employment opportunities for the present and future residents of the City” (Section 


3.2.1).  


It is interpreted that the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station will be permitted within these land use 


designations, as “other public utilities and municipal services, infrastructure and facilities are permitted in all land-


use designations” (Section 2.6.9). Per the OP (Page 106), infrastructure is defined as: 


• “means physical structures (facilities and corridors) that form the foundation for development. 


Infrastructure includes: sewage and water systems, septage treatment systems, waste management 


 
1 The exiting snowmobile trail is owned and operated by Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs. 
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systems, electric power generation and transmission, communications/telecommunications, transit and 


transportation corridors and facilities, oil and gas pipelines and associated facilities.” 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is within the Mineral Development designation, per the OP Schedule B. 


Mineral Development Zones are areas which have geophysical and geochemical properties that are conducive to 


mineral exploration and where mining development and mineral extraction will occur and have a greater 


likelihood of success (Section 2.9.2). In areas of mineral potential, development that would preclude the 


establishment of new operations or access to these resources will only be permitted if: 


i) the resource use would not be feasible; or 


ii) the proposed land use or development serves a greater long term public interest (e.g., existing 


designated urban areas); and, 


iii) issues that have a potential negative impact on public health, public safety and on the environment are 


addressed. 


The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is intended to service a greater long term public interest by supporting 


a reliable transportation service that connects Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, therefore, it is in keeping with 


the policies outlined in Section 2.9.2 of the OP. 


Lastly, the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is within 1 km of a Mine Hazard feature, per OP Schedule C. 


Therefore, consultation with the City of Timmins during detail design may be required in order to determine if the 


proposed station will require a review from the City’s Engineering Department. 


Based on the discussion above, there are no anticipated adverse effects on land use. 


Future Developments 


Per the City of Timmins Connecting Link Program, Segment 14: Porcupine River Bridge and Porcupine River Bridge 


to Ontario Northland Rail Crossing is planned for construction between 2027 and 2031. Given that construction 


completion for the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is planned for May 2026, it is not anticipated that these 


works will have adverse effects on future developments. Ontario Northland will continue to consult with the City 


of Timmins on an ongoing basis to determine progress of the Connecting Link Program and any implications for 


the station post construction. 


Recreational Amenities 


A recommendation in the Recreation Master Plan Update (dated May 2023) includes the expansion of the existing 


skateboard park at Whitney Park to provide more variety of amenities for users and to appeal to a broader range 


of uses (e.g., skateboarding, BMX biking, inline skating, scootering, etc.). Given that expansion of amenities is 


anticipated to occur within the lands designated for Whitney Park, it is not anticipated that the proposed 


Timmins-Porcupine Station will have adverse effects on planned recreational amenities. Ontario Northland will 


continue to consult with the City of Timmins on an ongoing basis to determine progress of any expansions at 


Whitney Park and any implications for the station post construction. 


Zoning 


Under the City of Timmins Zoning By-Law 2011-7100, lands at the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station are zoned 


as Residential First Density (NA-R1). NA-R1 permits the following uses: bed and breakfast, garden suite, group 


home, home based business, mobile home, single detached dwelling and accessory uses, building and structures. 


Recognizing that the existing use of the site is vacant, the presence of the Station is not anticipated to impact 


planned land uses in the area. Instead, the proposed infrastructure seeks to facilitate public transit ridership. 


Additionally, the OP promotes public utilities and municipal services, infrastructure and facilities on all lands within 


the City of Timmins (as discussed above). 
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4.5.3 Construction Effects 


Construction activities are outlined in Section 2.6. Potential socio-economic effects associated with construction 


are anticipated to be short term in duration, relating largely to noise/vibration, air quality, temporary traffic effects, 


construction staging areas and visual disturbances. Ontario Northland will ensure that local businesses and 


property owners are aware of construction scheduling and staging options will be developed to minimize 


potential effects on local access and travel patterns as much as possible. These effects are anticipated to cease 


once construction has finished. 


To address nuisance effects, the following mitigation measures and protocols will be implemented as appropriate 


during construction activities: 


• Proper fencing should be erected around all work areas prior to commencement of any earth moving, 


clearing or construction activities in order to prevent encroachment on adjacent properties. Fencing 


should remain for the duration of the work and be periodically inspected to ensure it is in good repair.  


• An Erosion and Sediment Control Plan will be developed in accordance with the Ministry of the 


Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) Stormwater Management Planning and Design Manual 


(2003), and the guidelines of the Conservation Authority having jurisdiction. 


• Erosion and sediment control monitoring to be conducted. 


• Develop and implement a Communications and Compliments Protocol, which will indicate how and when 


surrounding property owners and residents will be informed of anticipated upcoming construction works, 


including work at night, if any. 


• Develop and implement a Complaints and Compliments Protocol to respond to complaints from 


surrounding residents that may arise during construction. 


• There is also potential for temporary construction phase impacts on land uses in the vicinity of 


construction sites and temporary access disruption. Therefore, the following mitigation measures will be 


adhered to: 


o Provide well connected, clearly delineated, and appropriately signed walkways and cycling route 


options, with clearly marked detours where required. 


o Provide temporary lighting and wayfinding signs and cues for navigation around the construction 


site. 


o Develop and implement a plan to reduce the effects of light pollution. 


o Access to businesses during working hours will be maintained, where feasible. Where regular 


access cannot be maintained, alternative access and signage will be provided. 


The following monitoring activities will also be undertaken during the construction phase: 


• Temporary access paths, walkways, snowmobile routes and fencing will be monitored. 


• Document and report to Ontario Northland on the number of complaints and compliments received and 


resolution of complaints and compliments received. 


4.6 Cultural Heritage 


Based on the background research and field review, there are no known or potential BHRs or CHLs identified in 


the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP Study Area. A summary of Cultural Heritage impacts, mitigation 


measures and future work commitments is presented in Table 4-5 below. 
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4.6.1 Operations and Maintenance Effects 


As no known or potential BHRs or CHLs were identified in the Timmins-Porcupine Station Study Area, there are no 


potential Operations and Maintenance effects to BHRs and CHLs as part of this impact assessment. Therefore, no 


mitigation measures have been proposed. 


4.6.2 Construction Effects 


As no known or potential BHRs or CHLs were identified in the Timmins-Porcupine Station Study Area, there are no 


potential Construction effects to BHRs and CHLs as part of this impact assessment. Therefore, no mitigation 


measures have been proposed. 


4.7 Archaeology 


Based on review and field review, the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station does not retain any archaeological 


potential. Table 4-6 below provides a summary of the key project components/activities, and proposed 


monitoring activities associated with the Project. 


4.7.1 Operations and Maintenance Effects 


The Timmins-Porcupine Station, including the land that may be required for future construction of a Bus Storage 


and Maintenance Facility, does not retain archaeological potential on account of deep and extensive land 


disturbance or permanently saturated. These lands do not require further archaeological assessment and 


therefore, no mitigation measures have been proposed. 


4.7.2 Construction Effects 


The Timmins-Porcupine Station, including the land that may be required for future construction of a Bus Storage 


and Maintenance Facility, does not retain archaeological potential on account of deep and extensive land 


disturbance. These lands do not require further archaeological assessment and therefore, no mitigation measures 


have been proposed. 


4.8 Noise and Vibration 


4.8.1 Operations and Maintenance Effects 


Train Operations Noise Impacts 


As the pre-project nighttime ambient levels are less than 50 dBA Leq, the guideline limit of 50 dBA Leq is used as per 


the MOEE/GO Noise and Vibration Protocol. Mitigation measures are not required as the project train operations 


do not generate a significant or very significant noise impact.   


Station Operations Noise Impacts 


Due to the anticipated noise from the idling buses and the close setback to the subject site, there is an 8 dB and a 


5 dB impact anticipated at Receptor 1 during the evening and nighttime, respectively2. The noise at Receptor 2 is 


much lower due to increased distance to the bus terminal/buses as well as some shielding provided by the station 


building itself. As a result, mitigation measures should be considered. Mitigation measures could include noise 


barrier, alternative bus terminal design, or operational controls that may limit the number of buses using the station 


at any given time. The exact mitigation strategy will be confirmed during the detailed design phase when more 


detailed information is available, and the noise assessment will be updated accordingly. It is expected that the 


 
2 The predicted sound levels at Receptor 1 are 53 dBA Leq,1hr (with reference to 45 dBA Leq,1hr limit) and 50 dBA 


Leq,1hr (with reference to 45 dBA Leq,1hr limit) during the evening and nighttime, respectively. 
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station can be designed and operated to comply with the NPC-300 criteria using readily available and practical 


mitigation measures.     


A summary of Noise and Vibration impacts, mitigation measures and future work commitments is presented in 


Table 4-7 below. 


Operations Vibration Impacts 


Receptor 2 is the closest to the tracks and is located more than 60m away. Based on the Federal Transit 


Administration’s (FTA) Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, the vibration levels at this receptor 


are predicted to be approximately 0.06 mm/s. Due to the larger setback distance, vibration levels at all other 


nearby receptors would also be lower than 0.14 mm/s. Vibration mitigation measures are not 


recommended/required as the vibration levels are predicted to be below the limit of 0.14 mm/s per the MOEE/GO 


Transit protocol.  


4.8.2 Construction Effects 


Construction Noise Impacts 


Construction is inherently a noisier than usual activity. As MECP does not enforce construction noise and vibration 


limits, construction-related items are typically addressed through the local by-laws.  Efforts will be made to follow 


the by-law requirements and minimize inconvenience to the public.  


To limit the impacts of construction noise, some general mitigation measures and approaches that should be 


considered and employed are as follows: 


• Construction equipment noise levels should be in compliance with the limits set in NPC-115 and NPC-118. 


• Construction activity on site should adhere to local municipal noise by-laws, wherever possible and 


practical.  


• Ensure the equipment operates within specifications and ensure that modifications have not been made 


to the equipment’s silencing or noise reducing features (such as access panels.). 


• Construction equipment should consider using broadband backup alarms rather than their tonal 


counterparts. Tonal backup alarms can be considered a nuisance.   


• The tailgate banging of dump trucks and other impulsive noises should be managed to reduce noise 


propagation. Ensuring smooth surfaces throughout the construction zones will help reduce these types of 


noises. 


• Schedule noisy activities during the day wherever possible. 


• Connect equipment to permanent power wherever possible and minimise the use of portable generators. 


• Provide clear communication to surrounding residents on upcoming noisy activities and their duration.  If 


nighttime construction is proposed, the details of such construction should be clearly communicated to 


nearby residences and institutions.  This communication will allow some preparation of the nearby 


residents for periods of expected noise. 


• The tailgate banging of dump trucks and other impulsive noises should be managed to reduce noise 


propagation. Ensuring smooth surfaces throughout the construction zones will help reduce these types of 


noises. 


• Establish a Communications Protocol and a Complaints and Compliments Protocol to respond to issues 


that may arise during construction. 
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A summary of Noise and Vibration impacts, mitigation measures and future work commitments is presented in 


Table 4-7 below. 


Construction Vibration Impacts 


Similar to noise, MECP does not enforce construction vibration limits at the nearby receptors. Once details of 


construction methods and equipment are known, it is recommended that a construction vibration assessment be 


completed during detailed design to confirm vibration levels, and to minimize, mitigate, and/or monitor 


construction vibration. 


The following are general mitigation measures recommended for the construction activities to reduce the impacts 


of construction vibration: 


• Advance notice of timing and duration of construction activity should be provided to nearby businesses 


and residences when construction activity is likely to occur during periods of nighttime work. 


• Schedule vibration intensive activities during the daytime periods wherever possible. 


• The speed of construction equipment in general should be limited, as fast-moving tracked equipment has 


been shown to produce significant vibration levels.  


• If hydraulic breakers and vibratory compactors are used, consideration should be given to using lower 


settings on these types of equipment when operating in close proximity to structures and buildings.   


• Avoid high vibration equipment such as impact or vibratory pile drivers, where possible. 


• Where possible, smaller breakers or jackhammers should be used.  


• Similar to noise, bumps or inconsistencies in the surface can generate higher vibration levels as heavy 


equipment travels over. Maintaining smooth surfaces would minimize vibration levels from such activity. 


• Establish a Communications Protocol and a Complaints and Compliments Protocol to respond to issues 


that develop during construction. 


A summary of Noise and Vibration impacts, mitigation measures and future work commitments is presented in 


Table 4-7 below. 


4.9 Traffic 


[NTD: Traffic assessment currently underway, therefore results will be provided within a subsequent draft of the 


EPR] 


4.10 Stormwater Management/Drainage 


The proposed works will result in increases to impervious areas, with potential effects to water quantity and 


quality. In addition to the increases in impervious coverage, there may be alterations to the local drainage system, 


both overland (major drainage system) and storm sewers (minor drainage system).  [NTD – mitigation to be 


documented (if required), once SWM assessment has been completed, this work was pending at the time of 


writing this Draft EPR] 


4.11 Utilities 


[NTD: Utilities assessment currently underway, therefore results will be provided within a subsequent draft of the 


EPR] 
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4.12 Soil & Groundwater 


A Soil and Excavated Materials Management Plan shall be developed by the contractor to address the handling, 


management, treatment, reuse, storage, monitoring and disposal of soil and excavated materials (i.e., soil, fill, rock 


and solid Hazardous Waste and non-Hazardous Waste, including Contamination) that may be generated or 


encountered during construction.  


Prior to construction, the Project should adhere to the Excess Soil Reuse Planning requirements under Ontario 


Regulation 406/19, On-Site and Excess Soil Management. Additional chemical testing may be required based on 


the volume of soil to be removed during the Project.  


A Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan shall be developed by the contractor to guide the handling, 


management, and disposal of groundwater encountered during construction. 
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4.13 Summary of Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


4.13.1 Natural Environment 


Table 4-3: Natural Environment Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 


• Operations and 


Maintenance 


• Incidental encounters of wildlife. 


 


• Allow incidentally encountered wildlife to passively move out of the 


work area. 


 


• While no SAR vegetation was observed, nuts or other seeds may 


be dispersed by wildlife. Educate personnel with respect to 


seedling identification. 


• Construction • Loss of vegetation.  • Vegetation removal should be minimized where possible. 


• Any post-construction planting and landscaping efforts should 


include native vegetation species that are consistent with the current 


vegetation communities (i.e., native grasses and pollinator plants) 


and contribute to wildlife habitat.  


• Use previously disturbed/paved areas or cultural/manicured areas for 


construction laydown and staging to the extent possible. 


• The health and success of any planted or revegetated areas 


should be confirmed post construction and documented 


through a site visit. 


• Increased silt or sedimentation of 


retained vegetation communities. 


• Develop and implement an erosion and sediment control plan; 


control access and movement of equipment and people; 


designate areas for equipment storage; minimize the area and 


duration of soil exposure; control erosion, sedimentation, and 


nutrient inputs through use of best management practices. 


• ESC measures are to remain in place until vegetation is 


confirmed to be established (through a site visit) and/or soils are 


stabilized. 


• Disturbance of wildlife species due 


to increased noise produced by 


clearing/grading or general 


construction. 


• Initiate construction during the late/fall winter if possible to avoid 


disturbing sensitive species. 


• Vegetation clearing to occur outside of the breeding bird window 


of April 1-August 31. Should tree clearing be required during the 


breeding bird window a nest sweep will be completed by a 


qualified biologist prior to vegetation removal.  


• Allow incidentally encountered wildlife during construction to 


passively move out of the work area. 


• Delineate all work areas using erosion fencing or similar barriers to 


avoid incidental intrusion into any adjacent wildlife habitat. 


• No monitoring or future work commitments have been 


identified at this time. 
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4.13.2 Land Use & Socio-Economic 


Table 4-4: Land Use & Socio-Economic Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations 


and 


Maintenance 


 


• Minor land use 


conflicts 


• Property 


requirements/acqui


sition (permanent 


and temporary) 


• Disruption to 


recreational 


amenities  


• Further coordination (which may include a series of meetings, discussions, and 


agreements) with the City of Timmins and other property owners (if applicable) will 


be undertaken during detailed design to finalize design details and minimize 


conflicts on adjacent uses.   


• Further coordination with City of Timmins during detailed design will be undertaken 


to confirm requirements for an encroachment agreement, and all 


approvals/agreements will be obtained prior to construction. 


• Specific property requirements will be confirmed during detailed design, as 


applicable. Where access to property is required, ongoing consultation with affected 


landowners will help identify appropriate site-specific mitigation measures.  


• Consult with the local snowmobile club to determine any required mitigation or 


offset measures as it relates to the snowmobile trail route.   


• Consult with the City of Timmins  to determine progress of the 


Connecting Link Program and any implications for the station post 


construction. 


• Consult with the City of Timmins to determine progress of any 


expansions at Whitney Park and any implications for the station post 


construction. 


• Construction • Temporary land use 


and access 


disruption  


• Nuisance effects 


from construction 


activities 


• Potential temporary 


road closures 


• Select staging/laydown areas that minimize adverse effects to sensitive receivers. 


• Implement the Mitigation measures related to potential nuisance effects as outlined 


in the Traffic and Noise and Vibration commitment tables. 


• Develop a community notification protocol for Ontario Northland review and 


approval which will indicate how and when surrounding property owners and 


tenants will be informed of anticipated upcoming construction works, including 


work at night, if any. 


• Provide well connected, clearly delineated, and appropriately signed walkways and 


snowmobile route options, with clearly marked detours where required. 


• Provide temporary lighting and wayfinding signs and cues for navigation around the 


construction site. 


• Access to residents and businesses during working hours will be maintained, where 


feasible. Where regular access cannot be maintained, alternative access and signage 


will be provided. 


• Ensure that proper fencing is erected prior to any earth moving, clearing or 


construction in order to prevent encroachment.  


• Develop a Construction Management Plan and Traffic Management Plan prior to 


construction and circulate to City of Timmins/road authorities for review and input. 


• Carry out additional consultation during the detailed design and 


construction phases to ensure that local businesses and properties 


owners are aware of construction scheduling and that staging 


options can be developed to minimize impacts to local access and 


travel to the extent possible.  


• Temporary access paths, walkways, snowmobile routes and fencing 


should be monitored. 


• Develop and implement a Complaints and Compliments Protocol to 


respond to complaints from surrounding residents that may arise 


during construction. 
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4.13.3 Cultural Heritage 


Table 4-5: Cultural Heritage Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


 


4.13.4 Archaeology 


Table 4-6: Archaeology Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations and Maintenance 


• Construction 


• No potential effects as no BHRs or CHLs were 


identified. 


• No mitigation measures are required. • Monitoring and/or future work commitments are not 


required. 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations and Maintenance 


• Construction  


• No potential for the disturbance 


of unassessed or documented 


archaeological resources. 


• The Timmins Station study area lands as assessed during the TRPAP do not require 


further archaeological assessment. 


• All work shall be performed in accordance with Applicable Law, including but not 


limited to the Ontario Heritage Act, the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 


(MCM), formerly the Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism and Culture Industries 


(MHSTCI) Standards and Guidelines for Consultant Archaeologists (2011), and the 


MCM document, Engaging Aboriginal Communities in Archaeology: A Draft Bulletin 


for Consultant Archaeologists in Ontario (2011). 


• In the event that archaeological materials are encountered or suspected of being 


encountered during construction, all work will cease. The location of the findspot 


should be protected from impact by employing a buffer in accordance with 


requirements of the MCM. A professionally licensed archaeologist will be consulted 


to complete the assessment. If materials are confirmed to possess cultural heritage 


value/interest then they will be reported to the MCM, and further Archaeological 


Assessment of the materials may be required. If it is determined that there is a 


potential for Indigenous artifacts, the Contracting Authority should be contacted and 


Applicable Law will be followed.   


• If final limits of the Project footprint are altered and fall outside of the assessed study 


area, additional Archaeological Assessments will be conducted by a professionally 


licensed archaeologist prior to disturbance and prior to construction activities. This 


will include completing all required Archaeological Assessments resulting from the 


Stage 1 Archaeological Assessment (Stage 2, Stage 3 and Stage 4, as required) as 


early as possible, prior to the completion of design, and in advance of any ground 


disturbance. 


• If human remains are encountered or suspected of being encountered during project 


work, all activities must cease immediately and the local police/coroner as well as the 


Bereavement Authority of Ontario on behalf of the Ministry of Government and 


Consumer Services must be contacted. Archaeological investigations of human 


remains will not proceed until police have confirmed the remains are not subject to 


forensic investigation. Once human remains have been cleared of police concern, the 


MCM will also be notified to ensure that the site is not subject to unlicensed 


alterations which would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. If the human 


• Any site personnel responsible 


for carrying out or overseeing 


land-disturbing activities will be 


informed of their responsibilities 


in the event that an 


archaeological resource is 


encountered. 


• Further Archaeological 


Assessment (beyond those 


studies completed as part of the 


TRPAP) may identify the need for 


monitoring during construction. 
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Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


remains are determined to be of Indigenous origin, the Contracting Authority should 


be contacted and all Applicable Law must be adhered to. 


• All Archaeological Assessment findings (post TRPAP) will be shared with ONTC and 


Indigenous communities (as applicable). 


• The Constructor will develop and implement an Archaeological Risk Management 


Plan that addresses any recommendations resulting from Archaeological 


Assessments and documents all protocols for the discovery of human remains and 


undocumented archaeological resources. The Archaeological Risk Management Plan 


shall be amended to incorporate any additional actions required resulting from 


subsequent Archaeological Assessment Reports (as applicable).  
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4.13.5 Noise & Vibration 


Table 4-7: Noise & Vibration Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 


• Operations and 


Maintenance 


• Environmental noise may cause 


annoyance and, disturb sleep 


and other activities. 


• All ancillary facilities, including 


station and bus terminal are to 


comply with NPC-300.   


• Mitigation measures should be considered. Mitigation measures could include noise barrier, 


alternative bus terminal design, or operational controls that may limit the number of buses using 


the station at any given time. The exact mitigation strategy will be confirmed during the detailed 


design phase when more detailed information is available, and the noise assessment will be 


updated accordingly. It is expected that the station can be designed and operated to comply 


with the NPC-300 criteria using readily available and practical mitigation measures.     


• Select mechanical and electrical equipment with the intent of minimizing sound levels and 


meeting NPC-300 criteria.   


• Complete regular maintenance 


inspections and implement corrective 


measures wherever needed to minimize 


noise and vibration. 


• Construction Noise • Construction noise may cause 


annoyance and, disturb sleep 


and other activities. 


• Construction equipment noise levels should be in compliance with the limits set in NPC-115 and 


NPC-118. 


• Construction activity on site should adhere to local municipal noise by-laws, wherever possible 


and practical. 


• Ensure the equipment continues to operate within specifications and ensure that modifications 


have not been made to the equipment’s silencing or noise reducing features (such as access 


panels.). 


• Construction equipment should consider using broadband backup alarms rather than their tonal 


counterparts. Tonal backup alarms can be considered a nuisance.   


• The tailgate banging of dump trucks and other impulsive noises should be managed to reduce 


noise propagation. Ensuring smooth surfaces throughout the construction zones will help reduce 


these types of noises. 


• Schedule noisy activities during the day wherever possible. 


• Connect equipment to permanent power wherever possible and minimize the use of portable 


generators. 


• Provide clear communication to surrounding residents on upcoming noisy activities and their 


duration.  If nighttime construction is proposed, the details of such construction should be 


clearly communicated to nearby residences and institutions.  This communication will allow 


some preparation of the nearby residents for periods of expected noise. 


• The tailgate banging of dump trucks and other impulsive noises should be managed to reduce 


noise propagation. Ensuring smooth surfaces throughout the construction zones will help reduce 


these types of noises. 


• Develop and implement a Complaints and 


Compliments Protocol to respond to 


complaints from surrounding residents 


that may arise during construction. 


• Construction 


Vibration 


• Construction vibration may 


cause annoyance and, disturb 


sleep and other activities. 


• Complete a construction vibration assessment during detailed design to confirm vibration levels, 


and to minimize, mitigate, and/or monitor construction vibration. 


• Advance notice of timing and duration of construction activity should be provided to nearby 


businesses and residences when construction activity is likely to occur during periods of 


nighttime work. 


• Schedule vibration intensive activities during the daytime periods wherever possible. 


• The speed of construction equipment in general should be limited, as fast-moving tracked 


equipment has been shown to produce significant vibration levels.  


• If hydraulic breakers and vibratory compactors are used, consideration should be given to using 


lower settings on these types of equipment when operating in close proximity to structures and 


buildings.   


• Avoid high vibration equipment such as impact or vibratory pile drivers.   


• Develop and implement a Complaints and 


Compliments Protocol to respond to 


complaints from surrounding residents 


that may arise during construction.  
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4.13.6 Traffic 


Table 4-8: Traffic Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


  


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


• Where possible, smaller breakers or jackhammers should be used.  


• Similar to noise, bumps or inconsistencies in the surface can generate higher vibration levels as 


heavy equipment travels over.  Maintaining smooth surfaces would minimize vibration levels 


from such activity. 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations and Maintenance 


 


NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table 


will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable 


based on study results 


NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table will 


be populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable based 


on study results 


NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table will be 


populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable based on 


study results 


• Construction NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table 


will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable 


based on study results 


NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table will be 


populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable based on 


study results 


NTD – Traffic assessment is underway, therefore table will be 


populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable based on 


study results 
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4.13.7 Stormwater Management/Drainage 


Table 4-9: Stormwater Management/Drainage Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring 


  


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations and Maintenance 


 


NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, 


therefore table will be populated in next version of EPR, 


as/if applicable based on study results 


NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, 


therefore table will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if 


applicable based on study results 


NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, 


therefore table will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if 


applicable based on study results 


• Construction NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, 


therefore table will be populated in next version of EPR, 


as/if applicable based on study results 


NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, 


therefore table will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if 


applicable based on study results 


NTD – Stormwater/drainage assessment is underway, therefore 


table will be populated in next version of EPR, as/if applicable 


based on study results 
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4.13.8 Utilities 


Table 4-10: Utility Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 
• Operations and Maintenance 


 


• Future Utility Maintainability (NTD – if applicable 


– to be confirmed through pending utility 


assessment work) 


• Where new utility crossings are proposed, application 


for a new utility crossing agreement will be required. 


Where modifications to an existing utility crossing 


takes place, updates to an existing utility crossing will 


be needed.  (NTD -if applicable – to be confirmed 


through pending utility assessment work) 


• Post- construction inspections of the new utility 


infrastructure shall be undertaken for applicable works 


upon completion of the construction works to 


document condition. (NTD -if applicable – to be 


confirmed through pending utility assessment work) 


• Construction of station and 


ancillary components 


• Spatial utility conflicts 


• Utility serviceability effects due to design 


requirements and construction 


• Where feasible, all work shall follow applicable 


standards / policies provided by the public and 


private utility providers. 


• Coordinate construction scheduling, as required 


• During detailed design, develop and implement a 


detailed Utility Infrastructure Relocation Plan that 


identifies all utilities anticipated to be impacted by 


the construction works, all relevant utility agencies 


and authorities, and outlines the approach to the 


utility relocation process.  


• During detailed design, additional investigations and 


surveys will be performed to field locate and verify 


the existing utilities within the project area and 


document their condition. 


• Undertake pre-submission consultation with the 


relevant regulatory authorities to develop an early 


approach to securing the permits and approvals for 


utility infrastructure works to ensure they proceed in 


a timely manner to support the design and 


construction schedule.  


• In the event unexpected utility conflicts are 


encountered during construction, these will be 


documented and communicated immediately to 


ONTC and all relevant stakeholders. A field conflict 


resolution process will be implemented to mitigate 


the conflict and will include input from all relevant 


stakeholders.  ONTC will be notified at the first 


indication of a delay to their relocation schedule due 


to the unknown conflict. ONTC will review the impact 


of the delay on the overall utility relocation plan. 


• In the event of damage resulting in service 


interruptions during construction, the damage will be 


reported immediately to ONTC and Utility Owner 


representatives, and all work adjacent to the 


damaged utility will stop to prevent further damage. 


• Perform inspection and testing to ensure successful 


utility relocation and safe and efficient installation. 


• A post- construction inspection of the new utility 


infrastructure (if applicable) may be required upon 


completion of the construction works to document 


condition.  


• In the event of potential impacts to critical utilities, 


instrumentation and monitoring will be carried out to 


protect the critical utilities and structures and reduce 


risks of damage due to construction activities. 


• Post- construction inspections of any new utility 


infrastructure shall be undertaken for applicable works 


upon completion of the construction works to 


document condition. 
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Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


• Perform all work identified in the Utility Infrastructure 


Relocation Plan to protect, support, safeguard, 


remove, and relocate all Utility Infrastructure. 


• Obtain permits and consents from and with all Utility 


Companies with respect to the design, construction, 


installation, servicing, operation, repair, preservation, 


relocation, and or commissioning of Utility 


Infrastructure. 


• During construction, ensure minimizing impact to the 


Train Service Plans and to continuity of service and 


disruption to property owners and customers of the 


Utility Companies to the satisfaction of the Utility 


Companies and ONTC, as applicable. 
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4.13.9 Soil & Groundwater 


Table 4-11: Soil & Groundwater Impacts, Mitigation and Monitoring Commitments 


Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Proposed Timmins-


Porcupine Station 


Construction of station and ancillary 


components  


• Construction of the stations will generate excess 


soil. The excess soil must be managed 


appropriately and adhere to the requirements 


under Ontario Regulation 406/19.  


• Adhering to the O. Reg. 406/19 may require 


additional soil sampling to match the frequency set 


out in the Rules for Soil and Excess Soil Quality 


Standards MECP document. The frequency of the soil 


sampling will be based on the volume of soil to be 


removed from the Project.   


• Excess Soil Reuse Planning (in accordance with O. Reg. 


406/19 and its associated Soil Rules) shall be 


conducted prior to construction. The management of 


the excess soil may depend on the Contractor’s 


selection of receiving sites for the excess soil. 


• If the filing of a Notice for the Project Area is required 


in the Excess Soil Registry based on O. Reg. 406/19, 


the Contractor shall file and update the Notice(s) in the 


Registry per O. Reg. 406/19 


• as required, for each Project Area, source site and 


receiver site within the Lands. 


• An Excess Soil Destination Assessment Report shall be 


prepared for the planned destination of the soil 


removed from the Project. During construction, a 


tracking system for the volume and location of the 


excess soil shall be developed and implemented to 


properly track where the excess soil will be at final 


placement.  


• Any backfill material which may be brought to the site 


to replace contaminated soil must meet the current 


application MECP standard for proposed future land 


use and the information will be properly documented 


for future risk management perspective. 


• If soil remediation is required during the works, 


confirmatory sampling will be conducted from the 


walls and floor of the excavation limits to ensure the 


clean-up result meets the current application MECP 


standard for proposed future land use. 


• The contractor must ensure that the excavated 


contaminated soils will be transported to a MECP 


approved waste receiving facility for off-site disposal. 


• Construction of station and 


ancillary components 


• Construction activities could expose 


contaminated materials and/or result in the 


spreading of contaminated materials. 


• Develop a Soil and Excavated Materials Management 


Plan for the handling, management and disposal of 


all excavated material (i.e., soil, rock and waste) that 


is generated or encountered during the work. The 


plan will be overseen by a Qualified Person pursuant 


to Ontario Regulation 153/04 under the 


Environmental Protection Act (QP) and will comply 


with Ontario Regulation 406/19 (On-Site and Excess 


Soil Management - enacted into law on July 1, 2020), 


the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 


Parks (MECP), formerly the Ministry of the 


Environment and Climate Change (MOECC)’s 


• Upon completion of the work, the Contractor will 


submit a Soil and Excavated Material Management 


Implementation Report to ONTC. 
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Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


Management of Excess Soils: A Guide for Best 


Management Practices (April 2019, as amended), and 


all Applicable Law. The plan will describe how to 


address the management of the excavated materials, 


imported materials, contaminated materials, and 


impacted railway ties, including handling, 


transportation, testing, documentation and reuse and 


disposal of excavated materials generated as part of 


the works and in accordance with applicable 


regulatory requirements and the Project Agreement, 


as applicable.  


• Non-soil materials, including railway bedding, railway 


ties, or ballast materials encountered during the 


earthworks will also require waste classification as 


documented by testing where applicable to 


determine management and disposal requirements 


as per Ontario Regulation 347 (as amended) and all 


Applicable Law. 


• The Soil and Excavated Materials Management Plan 


will be reviewed and approved by ONTC prior to 


construction.  


• Construction of station and 


ancillary components 


• Construction activities may generate excess 


groundwater. Applicable permits may be 


required and will need to be approved prior to 


construction. 


• Develop a Groundwater Management and 


Dewatering Plan to guide the handling, 


management, and disposal of groundwater 


encountered during the works. The Groundwater 


Management and Dewatering Plan will be overseen 


by a QP and will comply with all applicable 


regulations including 64/16 and 387/04, as amended 


under the Ontario Water Resources Act.  


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


will set out how the Contractor will address the 


management of excess water, groundwater, 


stormwater, surface water, construction process 


water and dewatering effluent generated by the 


Project, and will describe the handling, transfer, 


testing, monitoring, disposal of groundwater  


generated as part of the works and in accordance 


with applicable regulatory requirements.  


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


will outline general groundwater monitoring 


considerations during the works and provide 


guidance for groundwater monitoring following the 


works where considered applicable.  


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


will describe the anticipated groundwater quantity 


and dewatering Zone of Influence that will be 


• Upon completion of the work, the Constructor will 


submit a Groundwater Management and Dewatering 


Implementation Report to the ONTC. 
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Project Component Project Activities Potential Effect Mitigation Measures/ Commitments Monitoring/Future Work Commitments 


encountered during the works, and if approvals are 


needed for the water taking, such as a Permit to Take 


Water (PTTW) or an Environmental Activity Sector 


Registry (EASR) from the MECP.  


• The Contractor shall be responsible for obtaining all 


relevant approvals for water taking, such as PTTW 


and EASR.  


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


will describe the storage, transfer, and disposal and 


or treatment of the groundwater collected during the 


works, and approvals for the water disposal, and/or 


treatment if applicable, based on the quantity and 


quality.   


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


will be reviewed and approved by ONTC prior to 


construction.   
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5.0 PUBLIC AND STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION 


5.1 Consultation & Engagement Strategy 


5.1.1 Stakeholder Engagement Methods & Activities 


5.1.1.1 Stakeholder Contact List 


A Master Stakeholder Contact list was developed at the outset of the TRPAP that includes the following:  


• Review Agencies  


o Federal  


o Provincial  


• Conservation Authorities 


• Indigenous Communities and Organizations 


• Members of Provincial Parliament  


• Municipalities 


o Municipal Officials 


o Municipal Staff 


• Public 


• Property Owners  


• Utility Companies 


• Other: 


o Business/Economic Development Organizations 


o Community Associations and Resident Groups 


o Interest Groups and Other Stakeholders 


The contact list contains the names, addresses, phone numbers, and e-mail addresses of individuals and 


organizations so they can receive project updates and other notifications throughout the TRPAP. This list was kept 


up to date on a regular basis throughout the project to reflect changes in contact information and/or 


new/additional people that are added to the list (e.g., Public Information Centre attendees, people who have 


expressed an interest in the project or submitted comments, replacement contact identified, etc.).   


5.1.1.2 Project E-mail Address 


A dedicated e-mail address has been established and maintained for the project as a mechanism for interested 


stakeholders to contact the Project Team and/or submit comments and questions during the TRPAP. All 


comments and responses delivered through the project e-mail address have been logged and tracked as part of 


the Consultation Record (contained in Appendix G). 


5.1.1.3 Project Notices 


Notifications in the form of newspaper notices/advertisements, letters, e-mails, website postings, etc. will be 


circulated to the public as well as distributed directly those listed on the Stakeholder Contact List at various stages 


of the project. Notices will also be posted on the Project website. Formal notices will include but may not be 


limited to the following: 


• Initial e-blast communication 


• Notice of Public Information Centre #1;   
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• Notice of Public Information Centre #2;   


• Notice of Commencement;  


• Notice of Completion; and, 


• Statement of Completion. 


In terms of newspaper advertisements, a list of local newspapers have been identified in accordance with O. Reg. 


231/08 (if/as applicable) for the purposes of ad placement. It should be noted that online/web-based versions of 


newspaper publications are also available. 


Social Media 


Social media (Facebook, LinkedIn, etc.) was used to share and promote project information (e.g., promote 


invitations to PICs).  


5.1.1.4 French Translation 


An area that is identified as a French Designated Areas (FDA) under the French Language Services Act requires 


services to be provided by government agencies in French. All Ontario government agencies, including public 


bodies such as Ontario Northland, are subject to this Act. French language services was carried out as part of the 


project, as part of the consultation activities, as the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station falls within the District of 


Cochrane (All)3.  


5.1.2 Summary of Online Engagement 


Digital engagement tools were employed as part of a comprehensive and accessible TRPAP consultation program. 


This allowed interested and affected stakeholders to receive information and project updates, as well as submit 


comments and questions directly to the Project Team. A website was used as part of online engagement in order 


to notify stakeholders and the public of updates and public meetings, provide key project information, and 


provide a mechanism for receiving stakeholder comments and feedback, as described below: 


• Brief overview of the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project; 


• The advertisements for the Notice of Commencement, Notice of Completion, Public Meeting #1, and 


Public Meeting #2; 


• Materials presented during the PIC #1 Meeting 


• Materials presented during the PIC #2, including: 


• PIC #1 Summary Report;  


• PIC #2 Summary Report; and,  


• A direct link to the Ontario Northland Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP feedback page. 


5.2 Pre-Planning Phase Consultation 


Ontario Northland carried out a number of engagement activities as part of the pre-planning phase of the TRPAP 


(i.e., the phase of the project where planning, design and environmental studies are undertaken prior to the 


Notice of Commencement is issued).   


 
3 French Designated Areas in Ontario: https://files.ontario.ca/ofa_designated_areas_map_en.pdf  
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5.2.1 Public Consultation 


5.2.1.1 Community Connection Event – September 2023 


Social Media 


Advertisements promoting the event were also shared through Ontario Northland’s website, Facebook, and 


LinkedIn accounts. Copies of these social media postings are included in Appendix G.  


Event Overview 


On September 29, 2023, Ontario Northland hosted a Community Connection Event where members of the City of 


Timmins where able to drop in on their leisure to obtain information about ongoing Ontario Northland initiatives, 


including the Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


Figure 5-1: Timmins Community Connection Event, September 29, 2023 


Display Boards/Panels 


Informational presentation slides were presented during the public meeting on TV screens that covering the 


following content: 


• Northlander Project introduction; 


• Overview of the Timmins-Porcupine Station; 


• Environmental Assessment process; 
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• Preliminary EA Study Area; 


• Overview of Environmental Project Reporting components; 


• Overview of the technical and environmental studies processes; and, 


• How to provide feedback. 


A copy of the slides are contained in Appendix G. 


5.2.1.2 Public Information Centre #1 


E-Mail/Letter Correspondence 


Ontario Northland sent out invitations to Public Meeting #1 via e-mails and letters to individuals identified on the 


Project’s Stakeholder Contact List as well as residents in nearby neighbourhoods. Each e-mail/letter provided an 


overview of the proposed infrastructure and included a key map. A description of the upcoming public meeting 


was provided which detailed the location, date and time of the meeting. Instructions were provided on how the 


recipient could contact the Project Teams to receive further information and participate in the consultation 


process. 


A sample copy of this e-mail/letter correspondence is included in Appendix G. 


Newspaper Advertisements 


This Notice ran during the week of March 4, 2024, in newspapers selected to cover a large extent of the project 


study area. Table 5-1 lists the newspapers where the notice was published in both English and French, and the 


respective dates that they were featured.   


Table 5-1: Summary of PIC #1 Advertisements 


Publication Dates Published 


Timmins Daily Press • March 9, 2024 


Timmins Times  • March 7, 2024 


 


Social Media 


Advertisements promoting the PIC were also shared through Ontario Northland’s website and Facebook accounts. 


Copies of these social media postings are included in Appendix G. 


Event Overview 


The first round of public meetings was intended to: 


• Provide an initial overview of the TRPAP, project timelines, scope of the EA studies, and station 


infrastructure requirements; 


• Address any preliminary comments; and, 


• Obtain feedback to improve the implementation of the project. 


The Pre-Planning Phase public meeting was held on March 14, 2024 and was held as a drop-in open house format 


from 11:00AM to 2:00PM and 4:00PM to 7:00 PM.  The location for the public meeting was chosen based on the 


proposed siting of the Timmins-Porcupine Station, All The venue was accessible, and display boards were placed 


in areas that were also accessible. The public meeting sessions included attendance by Project Team staff to share 


information, discuss the project and answer participant’s questions. 
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Figure 5-2: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP Public Information Centre #1, March 14, 2024 


Display Boards/Panels 


Informational Display Boards presented project information. 22 display boards were presented during the public 


meeting on digital screens, including a land acknowledgement board. In addition, select panels were also printed 


and displayed at the venue. 


Comment sheets (see Appendix G) were provided to all attendees as the primary mechanism for submitting 


comments and feedback on the project, and a summary report was prepared to document the sessions (see 


Appendix G). This report outlined how stakeholders were engaged prior to and during meetings, how and what 


content was presented, meeting attendance, and the types of feedback that was received. 


The public meeting information/content included the following: 


• Welcome; 


• Land Acknowledgement; 


• NPR Project background and introduction; 


• O. Reg. 231/08 steps/process; 


• Overview and scope of the TRPAP; 


• TRPAP Study Area; 


• Overview of the technical and environmental studies; 


• Existing environmental conditions; 


• Overview of proposed Timmins Station infrastructure; 


• Information/graphics of Station concept design layout; and, 


• Next steps/how to provide feedback. 
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A copy of the display boards/panels are contained in Appendix G. 


Roll Plan 


A roll plan was used to display the Timmins Station conceptual design layout. Participants were able to view the 


roll plan and provide comments. A copy of the roll plan is provided in Appendix G. 


Summary of Public Meeting 


The following summarizes the types of comments and feedback that were received at the PIC. 


General  


• Support for Northlander Passenger Rail Service. Most participants were supportive of the Timmins-


Porcupine Station and planned reinstated rail service. During the meeting, participants were interested in 


learning about anticipated project and construction timelines. 


Noise and Vibration  


• Whistle cessation. Many participants noted that train whistles at crossings are disruptive and urged 


Ontario Northland to consider whistle cessation at crossings. 


• Noise and vibration studies. Some participants were interested in learning about potential noise and  


vibration impacts, particularly those living near existing rail corridor. Other participants expressed 


concerns about potential noise and vibration impacts due to the planned service.  


Services at the Station 


• Parcel pick-up and drop-off. A few participants inquired about the time the station would be open for 


parcel pick-up and drop-off services.  


• Luggage space. A participant asked if there will be a limit to the amount of space/items a passenger can 


bring on board. 


• Seating on board. A participant asked about available seating while on board the night-time service. 


• Train Service Times. Participants inquired about the frequency of the service and the train arrival and 


departure times from the Timmins-Porcupine Station. 


Snowmobile Trail  


• Relocation of snowmobile trail. Participants inquired about the current snowmobile trail being 


relocated. 


• Use of snowmobiles. Participants noted the volume of snowmobiles that use trails within the community 


is large and has an impact on the roadways. 


Station Safety & Security 


• Security. Participants inquired about the types of security measures Ontario Northland intends to provide 


at the Timmins-Porcupine Station. A number of participants raised concerns regarding the Timmins-


Porcupine Station becoming a location for the homeless. 


• Staff at station. Participants inquired if the station will be opened 24-7 and staffed. 


• Children playing. A number of participants noted that children currently play on or near the tracks and 


raised a concern for their safety. A participant suggested that Ontario Northland promote rail safety to the 


public and potentially reach out to area schools.. 


• Fences on rail corridor. A participant noted that there are no fences surrounding the rail corridor.  


Integration with Other Transit Providers  
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• Northlander service integration with other transit providers. A few participants asked how municipal 


transit and Ontario Northland buses would integrate with the Timmins-Porcupine Station to pick-up and 


drop-off passengers.  


• Use of current Timmins Municipal Bus Station. Participants inquired about the current downtown bus 


station remaining in use. 


Other Comments 


• Location of Timmins-Porcupine Station. Some participations inquired as to what other alternative 


locations were considered for the proposed station. 


• Decommissioned tracks. Participations noted that the tracks south of King Street are decommissioned 


and are now being used as a trail for residents. 


• Property impacts due to proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. Property owners asked questions 


about potential impacts on their properties.  


• Next Public Meeting. Participants inquired when the next public meeting would be held in their 


community. 


• Other considerations and suggestions from participants included: 


o Provide a natural barrier to minimize noise, light and visual disturbances; 


o Ensure station is in keeping with the characteristics of the area; 


o Increase available parking at station; 


o Keep station clean as to avoid attraction of bears; and, 


o Reinstate stop at Porquis Junction. 


A copy of the PIC #1 Summary Report is provided in Appendix G [NTD under development].  
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5.2.2 Indigenous Communities & Organizations Engagement 


• Ontario Northland meets with Indigenous Leaders from the James Bay Coast regularly.  


• Information about PIC #1 was distributed to Indigenous stakeholders.  


• Meetings with Indigenous stakeholders continue to be held throughout the Northlander service territory.  


o The Northlander project was discussed at a meeting held in November 2023. 


o A subsequent meeting is planned in May 2024. 


5.2.3 Review Agency Consultation 


[NTD – to be populated within next update of EPR]  


In December 2023, Ontario Northland circulated an email introducing the Timmins-Porcupine Station project to all 


review agencies and stakeholders on the master contact list to inform them of the project commencing, that 


environmental and engineering studies were underway, and to advise that future announcements would be 


forthcoming regarding opportunities to provide feedback on the project.   


5.2.3.1 Federal 


 


5.2.3.2 Provincial 


 


5.2.3.3 Municipal – City of Timmins 


Meeting on January 24th, 2024 


During this meeting, Ontario Northland provided a general overview of the Project, environmental assessment 


process, anticipated technical studies, conceptual site layout, station elements, permits and approvals, expected 


timeline, upcoming public meetings, and introduced the Project Team.  


A discussion occurred regarding traffic circulation in and out of the station for vehicles, construction equipment, 


and buses. A question was raised regarding how snow storage and removal will be addressed on site. Ontario 


Northland responded that this is to be further reviewed as design progresses and discussed during a future 


meeting. The City of Timmins inquired as to where PIC #1 will be hosted, to which Ontario Northland responded 


that the PIC will be hosted at the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 287 at 46 Legion Drive, South Porcupine, ON, P0N 


1H0. The meeting concluded with Ontario Northland stating that data will be requested from the City of Timmins 


to assist with progressing the station design and technical studies.   


5.2.3.4 Elected Officials 


 


 


5.2.3.5 Conservation Authorities 


 


 


5.2.3.6 Other Stakeholders 


 


5.2.4 Summary of Review Agency Comments Received 


[NTD – to be populate, once available, within next version of EPR]  
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5.2.5 Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) Circulation 


[NTD – section to be fully populated within next update of EPR, based on comments received from various 


stakeholders and Indigenous Communities on the Draft EPR]  


As part of seeking comments and feedback on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR) prior to issuing the 


Notice of Commencement, a copy of the complete Draft EPR, including copies of all XX Draft EPR supporting 


documents (included as EPR Appendices) was circulated to over XX Indigenous Communities and Organizations, 


federal, provincial, municipal review agencies on and between XXX, 2024, and XXX, 2024. A cover letter was 


included in each Draft EPR package, which included background information on the Project, a description of the 


EPR Chapters and Appendices, contact information, and described how comments could be submitted to the 


Project Team. 


The complete list of review agencies and Indigenous communities who received a copy of the Draft EPR has been 


provided in Table 5-3. A sample copy of the cover letter can be found in Appendix G, along with a copy of the 


email which was sent to each contact. 


Table 5-2: List of Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Review Agencies who Received the Draft EPR for Review 


Community/Agency Date of Issuance 


 •  


 •  


The Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Review Agencies were asked to provide comments no later 


than XXX, 2024. Approximately XX Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Review Agencies provided 


comments on the Draft EPR. Each comment/question was responded to via detailed comment/response tables 


that were prepared and submitted back to each Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Review 


Agencies. Table 5-3 to Table 5-8 below contain each comment (verbatim) submitted by each specific review 


Indigenous Community and Organization, and Review Agency as well as how the comment was considered and 


responded to by Ontario Northland.  


The following Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and Review Agencies confirmed receipt of the Draft 


EPR and advised that they had no comments at the time: 


• TBD 
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5.2.5.1 Indigenous Communities & Organizations Comments Received on Draft EPR  


Table 5-3: Indigenous Communities & Organizations Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Indigenous Community or Organization How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


    


    


    


 


 


5.2.5.2 Federal Review Agency Comments Received on Draft EPR 


Table 5-4: Federal Review Agency Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


    


    


    


 


5.2.5.3 Provincial Review Agency Comments Received on Draft EPR 


Table 5-5: Provincial Review Agency Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


    


    


    


 


5.2.5.4 Municipal Review Agency Comments Received on Draft EPR 


Table 5-6: Municipal Review Agency Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 
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Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


 


5.2.5.5 Conservation Authority Review Agency Comments Received on Draft EPR 


Table 5-7: Conservation Authority Review Agency Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 


    


    


    


    


    


    


 


5.2.5.6 Other Comments Received on Draft EPR 


Table 5-8: Other Review Agency Draft EPR Comments and Responses 


Item No. Issue Comment/Issue Raised by Review Agency How Comment was Considered by Ontario Northland 
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5.3 TRPAP Phase Consultation 


[NTD – to be populated within next update of EPR, following issuance of Notice of Commencement]  


5.3.1 Notice of Commencement 


In accordance with Section 7 of O. Reg. 231/08, the TRPAP commenced on XXX, 2024, with the issuance of the 


Notice of Commencement. The Notice of Commencement was published on several days in XXX; newspapers 


were selected to cover a large extent of the project study area and reach the most readers. Table 5-9 lists the 


newspapers where the notice was published and the respective dates that they were featured. In addition, the 


notice included the following information: 


• The name (Ontario Northland) and address of the Proponent; 


• A description of Timmins-Porcupine Station Project; 


• A statement that the TRPAP is being undertaken as an assessment of the environmental impacts 


associated with the project, as required under the Environmental Assessment Act; 


• A map showing the project extent, and; 


• Information on how to obtain information on the preliminary work done by Ontario Northland. 


A copy of Notice of Commencement can be found in Appendix G. 


Newspaper Advertisements 


A Notice of Commencement ad was published during the weeks of XXX and XXX, 2024, in newspapers selected to 


cover a large extent of the project study area. Table 5-9 lists the newspapers where the notice was published and 


the respective dates that they were featured, both online and within the actual hardcopy newspaper.   


Table 5-9: Summary of Publication Dates of Notice of Commencement Advertisements 


Publication Dates Published 


Timmins Daily Press •  


•  


Timmins Times  •  


•  


5.3.2 Public Consultation 


5.3.2.1 Public Information Centre #2 


[NTD – to be populated within next update of EPR, following PIC #2] 


A second round of public meetings was held following the Notice of Commencement. The following section 


summarizes the consultation efforts undertaken as part of the second round of public meetings as well as the 


types of feedback that was received and how it was considered by Ontario Northland. 


E-mail/Letter Correspondence 


 


Newspaper Advertisements 


 


Event Overview 
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Display Boards/Panels 


 


Roll Plan 


 


Summary of Public Meeting 


 


5.3.3 Indigenous Communities & Organizations Consultation 


[NTD – section to be populated in next version of EPR]  


 


5.3.3.1 Notifications and Correspondence – Indigenous Communities & Organizations 


 


 


5.3.3.2 Summary of Indigenous Communities & Organizations Comments Received 


 


 


5.3.3.3 Meetings with Indigenous Communities & Organizations 


 


5.3.4 Property Owners Consultation 


[NTD – section to be populated in next version of EPR]  


 


5.3.5 Review Agency Consultation 


[NTD – section to be populated in next version of EPR]  


 


5.3.5.1 Federal 


 


 


5.3.5.2 Provincial 


 


 


5.3.5.3 Municipal 


 


 


5.3.5.4 Elected Officials 


 


 


5.3.5.5 Conservation Authorities 


 


 


5.3.5.6 Other Stakeholders 
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5.4 Notice of Completion 


[NTD – to be populated within next version of EPR, following issuance of the Notice of Completion] 


In accordance with Section 11 of O. Reg. 231/08, a Notice of Completion was issued XXX, 2024 upon conclusion of 


the TRPAP period. The Notice provides the public, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, review agencies 


and other stakeholders with information about the project, next steps, how to access the Environmental Project 


Report (EPR) (posted online to the Ontario Northland website: XXX) and how comments may be formally 


submitted on the EPR. The Notice of Completion was published on separate days in the following newspapers 


with circulation in the project study area as summarized in Table 5-10. 


The Notice of Completion includes the following information (a copy of the Notice can be found in Appendix G):  


• Information as to where and how members of the public may examine the Environmental Project Report 


and obtain copies;  


• A description of the objection process, which includes:  


o A statement that there are circumstances which the Minister has authority to require further 


consideration of the transit project, or impose conditions on it, if he or she is of the opinion that:  


• The transit project may have a negative impact on a matter of provincial importance that 


relates to the natural environment or has cultural heritage value or interest; or  


• The transit project may have a negative impact on a constitutionally protected Aboriginal 


or treaty right. 


• A statement that, before exercising the authority referred to above, the Minister is required to consider 


any written objections to the transit project that he or she receives within 30 days after the Notice of 


Completion of the Environmental Project Report is first published. 


Table 5-10: Notice of Completion Newspaper Publications 


Publication Dates Published 


Timmins Daily Press •  


Timmins Times  •  


•  


 


5.5 30-Day Public Review 


[NTD – to be populated within final version of EPR]  


Upon issuing the Notice of Completion, the Final Environmental Project Report (EPR) and Supporting Appendices 


(environmental and technical studies) were made available for 30-day review by stakeholders that included the 


Public (including property owners), Indigenous Communities and Organizations, Review Agencies, and others. 


Specifically, the EPR was posted online to the Ontario Northland website at: XXX. Physical copies of project 


reporting were made available to stakeholders by XXX. All comments and associated responses by Ontario 


Northland are presented within Appendix G. 


During the 30-day public review period, if there are concerns pertaining a negative impact on a matter of 


Provincial importance according to O. Reg. 231/08 that relates to the natural environment or cultural value or 


interest, or on a constitutionally protected Aboriginal or treaty right, an objection may be submitted to the 


Minister of Environment, Parks and Conservation (the Minister) as outlined in the Notice of Completion. 







Environmental Project Report 


Draft 


April 9, 2024 


 


 


|  76 


Hydro One 


5.6 35-Day Minister’s Review 


[NTD – to be populated within final version of EPR]  


Following the 30-day public review period, the Minister has 35-days to issue one of three notices:  


• Proceed with the Project in accordance with the EPR; or,  


• Proceed with the Project in accordance with the EPR subject to conditions; or,  


• Require the proponent to conduct further work and submit a revised EPR. 
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6.0 COMMITMENTS & FUTURE WORK 


6.1 Implementation of Mitigation & Monitoring Measures 


This section is to be read in conjunction with Section 4.0 of this Environmental Project Report (EPR).  


To ensure that potential adverse environmental effects associated with the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project are 


avoided or mitigated to the extent possible, the following actions will be adhered to by Ontario Northland during 


the subsequent phases of the project:  


• Implement all mitigation & monitoring measures as documented in Section 4.0 of this EPR during the 


detailed design, construction and operational phases of the project;  


• Ensure that all mitigation & monitoring measures and commitments as outlined in this EPR are captured 


in the Contract Documents for implementation by Ontario Northland and/or their Contractor, as 


appropriate; and, 


• Undertake any additional environmental studies and obtain all necessary permits and approvals prior to 


implementation of the undertaking. 


6.2 Permits, Licenses & Approvals 


In addition to carrying out the TRPAP and satisfying the requirements of O. Reg. 231/08 (made under the 


Environmental Assessment Act), there are also a number of other approvals/permits that will be required to 


implement the Timmins-Porcupine Station Project. Ontario Northland (or their Contractor) will: 


• During detailed design, review and confirm all permits, licences and approvals that must be acquired as 


part of implementing the undertaking; and, 


• Obtain all required permits, licences and approvals prior to implementation of the undertaking. 


The following section summarizes the preliminary list of permits and approvals that are anticipated to be required. 


6.2.1 Provincial 


6.2.1.1 MECP - Model Municipal Noise Control Bylaw 


The MECP stipulates limits on noise emissions from individual items of equipment, rather than for overall 


construction noise. In the presence of persistent noise complaints, sound emission standards for the various types 


of construction equipment used on the project should be checked to ensure that they meet the specified limits 


contained in MECP Publication NPC-115 and NPC-118.   


6.2.1.2 MECP - Permit to Take Water 


Environmental Activity Sector Registry (EASR) is required for temporary water takings for volumes between 50,000 


L/day (7.5 lgpm) to 400,000 L/Day (or 73.38 Igpm). Whereas a Permit to Take Water (PTTW) is issued under 


Section 34 of the Ontario Water Resources Act (OWRA) for temporary water takings that exceed the trigger 


threshold of 400,000 L/day (or 73.38 lgpm). The need for dewatering during construction activities will be 


confirmed during detailed design, as will the requirement for a PTTW or EASR. Potential impacts will be assessed 


and strategies for mitigation will be proposed during detailed design as part of the PTTW and/or EASR process, if 


required.  


Should either a PTTW or EASR be required, dewatering and monitoring procedures will be implemented and 


monitored (e.g., pumping rate/volume monitoring, groundwater level monitoring and groundwater discharge 


monitoring). 
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6.2.1.3 MECP - Environmental Compliance Approval(s) 


An Environmental Compliance Approvals (ECA) for stormwater works/drainage, noise and/or air emissions will be 


obtained, if required, for each of the Station site prior to construction. 


6.2.1.4 MECP - Ontario Water Resources Act 


For any private water supply wells that are identified as being located within the property boundaries of the 


proposed station, a well survey will be conducted during detailed design to verify if the wells are actually present. 


If present, these wells and any others identified as part of detailed design should be decommissioned in 


accordance with Ontario Regulation 903 prior to commencement of any construction activities. 


6.2.1.5 MECP - Clean Water Act 


Ontario’s Clean Water Act provides a basic framework for protecting drinking water supplies in the province. This 


involves identifying and assessing risks to the quality and quantity of drinking water sources to determine which 


risks are significant; developing a source protection plan to establish how the risks will be addressed; and 


implementing the plan through land use planning and regulatory mechanisms or voluntary initiatives.  


A Preliminary Soil and Groundwater Characterization Report was conducted to characterize the soil and 


groundwater conditions at the proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station. Refer to Section 4.12 for further detail. 


With respect to wellhead protection areas and Source Water Protection regulations, these policies will be reviewed 


in detail as part of the final design phase to confirm their applicability to project works. At the time of writing this 


EPR, in terms of project construction activities, it is acknowledged that there is potential for spills other hazardous 


materials to occur during fueling of construction equipment or other construction activities, which may affect 


groundwater quality. Therefore, mitigation and commitments to address these effects are outlined in Section 


6.3.6. 


6.2.1.6 MECP - Endangered Species Act 


When potential impacts to Species at Risk are confirmed at detail design, options for reducing or mitigating the 


impacts to these species will be evaluated, including the implementation of additional timing restrictions. The 


MECP is responsible for administering the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Under this Act, certain activities within 


regulated habitat, or which involve species at risk, require authorizations and approvals from the MECP (as per 


Ontario Regulation 242/08). With regard to the Timmins-Porcupine Station project, no SAR were identified; 


therefore, permits under the ESA are not anticipated. 


6.2.1.7 Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 


The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) supports the MECP’s administration of the ESA as the host 


agency of the Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC). The NHIC manages data concerning the location of 


species of conservation concern, plant communities, wildlife concentration areas, and natural areas in Ontario. The 


Centre also assigns conservation status ranks to species, plant communities and wildlife concentration areas. 


These ranks are then used by the province, national organizations and international organizations to help assign 


legal statuses and other conservation designations. 


In this context, Ontario Northland (or their Contractor) will further engage with MNRF/NHIC staff as a component 


of identifying and securing SAR registrations and approvals (as required, and if necessary). 


6.2.1.8 Forestry Act 


Compliance with the provincial Forestry Act may be required in limited instances where trees are planted or 


removed on the boundary between two lands (i.e., lands that are Ontario Northland owned and lands that are not 
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Ontario Northland owned). The requirements of the Forestry Act will be further reviewed in relation to the Project 


as part of detailed design. 


6.2.1.9 Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism 


The Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism (MCM) is responsible for overseeing all approvals related to the 


Ontario Heritage Act, which generally include:  


• Sign-off on proposed archaeological assessment documentation; and 


• Should any heritage attributes be removed or demolished as part of the Timmins-Porcupine Station 


undertaking, approval from the MCM will be required. 


6.2.1.10 Ministry of Transportation 


Permits will be required from the Ministry of Transportation (MTO) prior to any work taking place within or 


adjacent to the MTO Highway right-of-way (ROW). MTO encroachment permits are also required for any 


investigation or survey work within the ROW prior to construction.  


Continued coordination with MTO will be undertaken as throughout detailed design and construction as required, 


particularly when any modifications are proposed within MTO’s ROW. 


6.2.2 Municipal – City of Timmins 


A range of municipal permits and approvals may be required for the Project, particularly as they pertain to 


municipally owned lands and infrastructure. Ontario Northland may obtain required permits and approvals. 


However, Ontario Northland as a Crown Agency of the Province of Ontario is exempt from certain municipal 


processes and requirements. In these instances, Ontario will engage with the City of Timmins to incorporate 


municipal requirements as a best practice, where practical, and may obtain associated permits and approvals, such 


as: 


• Building Permit; 


• Site Plan Control; and, 


• Street Occupancy Permit. 


Ontario Northland will consult with the City of Timmins during detailed design to address impacts, if any, to 


municipal water, sanitary, and storm sewer systems. Ontario Northland shall continue to communicate and engage 


with the City of Timmins during detailed design and construction planning to address municipal concerns. 


6.3 General Commitments 


6.3.1 Property 


Ontario Northland will proceed with property acquisition as follows:  


• Based on the detailed design, confirm locations where temporary/permanent easements/property 


acquisition will be required prior to project construction; 


• Obtain all easements/property acquisitions from public/private property owners that are required to 


implement the project in accordance with Ontario Northland’s property acquisition process; and, 


• Obtain encroachment agreement from the City of Timmins, as required. 
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6.3.2 Construction Management Plans 


Construction Management Plans will be developed and implemented during the detailed design phase and 


implemented as part of construction, taking into consideration applicable legislation as appropriate. Construction 


Management Plan(s) will be made available to the City of Timmins prior to implementation. 


6.3.3 Construction Staging Areas 


The locations of construction staging areas will be identified during detailed design. As these areas were unknown 


at the time of preparing this EPR, any potential environmental impacts and mitigation associated with 


construction staging areas have not been assessed. Therefore, any additional mitigation or monitoring measures 


that will be necessary to avoid or offset potential impacts related to the physical footprint and/or construction 


activities to be carried out at construction staging areas will need to be reviewed at the detailed design stage and 


subsequently implemented. Any associated EPR Addendum requirements will also be identified.  


Construction staging areas will be assessed within the Construction Management Plan(s) and will be made 


available to the City of Timmins prior to implementation. 


6.3.4 Construction Air Quality Management Plan 


The Contractor will prepare and submit a Construction Air Quality Management Plan to Ontario Northland prior to 


any construction activities commencing. The Construction Air Quality Management Plan shall include: 


• A description of the activities and conditions with the potential to result in the generation or dispersion of 


airborne particulate matter or other airborne contaminants; 


• A description of potential environmental impacts, nuisance impacts and impacts on human health / safety 


of the contaminants;  


• Identification of all Sensitive Receptors (such as residences, daycares, schools, hospitals, seniors housing) 


within the Construction Air Quality Impact Zone; 


• A list of best practice methods to be implemented by the Contractor for each major Construction Activity 


in order to reduce, control and manage emissions to prevent the discharge of airborne particulate matter 


and other airborne contaminants; and, 


• Mitigation measures, including dust control measures, to reduce air quality impacts. 


6.3.5 Traffic & Control Management Plans 


Ontario Northland (or their Contractor) will coordinate with the City of Timmins and road authorities (such an 


MTO) during detailed design to develop traffic, parking, transit, cycling, snowmobile, and pedestrian management 


strategies prior to commencement of construction to avoid or minimize traffic interference to the extent possible 


during construction. The following will guide the development of Traffic Management Plans: 


• Traffic Control and Management Plan will take into account any trees or vegetation that require proactive 


pruning/injury/removal/clearing due to the high volume of large vehicles that might require more 


clearance.  


• Traffic Control and Management Plan(s) will be developed prior to construction to maintain reasonable 


access through work zones, to the extent possible. 


• Access to nearby land uses will be maintained to the extent possible. Potentially affected residents, 


tenants and business owners will be notified of initial construction schedules, as well as modifications to 


these schedules as they occur. 
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• Potential effects to pedestrian, snowmobile, and cyclist activities during construction will be mitigated 


through the installation of appropriate wayfinding, regulatory, and warning signs. 


Furthermore, the following monitoring activities will be carried out during the construction phase: 


• Traffic impacts to be monitored in accordance with the Traffic Control and Management Plan and 


adjusted as necessary during the construction period.  


• Snowmobile network impacts to be monitored in accordance with the Construction Traffic Control and 


Management Plan and adjusted as necessary during the construction period. 


6.3.6 Spill Prevention & Response Plan 


A Spill Prevention and Response Plan will be prepared prior to commencing construction to govern spill response 


and ensure proper mitigation and notification procedures are in place. In addition, the following measures will be 


adhered to: 


• Ensure spill kits are on-site at all times for implementation in the event of an accidental spill during 


construction; 


• Operate, store and maintain all equipment and associated materials in a manner that prevents the entry of 


any deleterious substance to a waterbody; 


• All mobile equipment will have drip pans installed and refueling will take place no closer than 30 metres 


to any study area watercourses or ditchlines in order to prevent water contamination due to accidental 


fuel spills; 


• Fuel transport will be conducted in compliance with the Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act; 


• All necessary precautions shall be implanted to prevent the spillage and release of hazardous materials to 


the environment; 


• All leaks or spills are to be immediately reported to the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 


Parks (MECP), Spills Action Centre at 1-800-268-6060; 


• Use shrouding or debris platforms to trap and prevent concrete and other bridge materials from entering 


the watercourse during construction; 


• The station will be fully equipped with spill containment and oil/water separation facilities. In the event on 


an equipment failure, oily water will not escape from the site; 


• Spill cleanup and response equipment will be located on site; 


• Spill decks should be used for transferring products to smaller containers; 


• Fire extinguishers should be located near petroleum, oil and lubricants storage areas; and, 


• Routine inspection of the facilities, including transformer oil should be carried out. 


6.3.7 Erosion & Sediment Control Plan 


The Contractor will prepare and implement an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan, detailed drainage design and 


erosion and sediment control drawings in accordance with the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and 


Parks (MECP) Stormwater Management Planning and Design Manual (2003), and the guidelines of the 


Conservation Authority having jurisdiction. 


Mitigation measures/commitments that will be implemented in order to reduce or mitigate the potential for 


adverse effects caused by sediment and erosion include:  


• Adhere to relevant guidelines and Environmental Specifications relating to proper sediment and erosion 


controls; 
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• Where temporary storage of the soil is required, the soil will be stored immediately adjacent to the 


excavation site;  


• Topsoil and subsoil will not be mixed nor will topsoil be contaminated with any other material; 


• Silt fencing will be installed around all designated work areas to prevent any offsite transport of sediment;  


• Exposed soils will be hydroseeded within 45 days, both for temporary work areas and final grades;  


• Existing vegetation on embankments shall be maintained as long as possible and exposed areas shall be 


stabilized as soon as possible by seeding and mulching;  


• Appropriate lengths of silt fencing will be installed along the perimeter of minimized, designated work 


areas to limit construction impacts;  


• Design and implement erosion and sediment controls to contain/isolate the construction zones, manage 


site drainage/runoff and prevent erosion of exposed soils and migration of sediment to any watercourses, 


and ensure sites are stabilized prior to removal following construction; and, 


• Stockpiles to be located at a minimum of 30 metres from watercourses and isolated to ensure material 


will not enter any watercourse or ditchline. All stockpiles are to be removed upon completion of the works 


and the site restored, as appropriate. 


6.3.8 Soil and Excavated Materials Management Plan 


A Soil and Excavated Materials Management Plan will be developed for the handling, management and disposal 


of all excavated material (i.e., soil, rock and waste) that is generated or encountered during the work. The plan will 


be overseen by a Qualified Person pursuant to Ontario Regulation 153/04 under the Environmental Protection Act 


(QP) and will comply with Ontario Regulation 406/19 (On-Site and Excess Soil Management), the Ministry of the 


Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP), formerly the Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change 


(MOECC)’s, Management of Excess Soils: A Guide for Best Management Practices (April 2019, as amended) and all 


Applicable Law. The plan will describe how to address the management of the excavated materials, imported 


materials, contaminated materials, and impacted railway ties, including handling, transportation, testing, 


documentation and reuse and disposal of excavated materials generated as part of the works and in accordance 


with applicable regulatory requirements and the Contract Documents, as applicable. Additional mitigation 


includes: 


• Non-soil materials, including railway bedding, railway ties, or ballast materials encountered during the 


earthworks will also require waste classification as documented by testing where applicable to determine 


management and disposal requirements as per Ontario Regulation 347 (as amended) and all Applicable 


Law; and  


• The Soil and Excavated Materials Management Plan will be reviewed and approved by Ontario Northland 


prior to construction. 


6.3.9 Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan 


A Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will be developed for the handling, management and disposal 


of groundwater encountered during the works. The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will be 


overseen by a QP and will comply with all appliable regulations including 64/16 and 387/04, as amended under 


the Ontario Water Resources Act. The Plan will encompass mitigation measures, including but not limited to the 


following:  


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will set out how the Contractor will address the 


management of excess water, groundwater, stormwater, surface water, construction process water and 


dewatering effluent generated by the Project, and describe the handling, transfer, testing, monitoring, 
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disposal of groundwater generated as part of the works and in accordance with applicable regulatory 


requirements; 


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will outline general groundwater monitoring 


considerations during the works and provide guidance for groundwater monitoring following the works 


where considered applicable; 


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will describe the anticipated groundwater quantity 


and dewatering Zone of Influence that will be encountered during the works, and if approvals are needed 


for the water taking, such as a Permit to Take Water (PTTW) or an Environmental Activity Sector Registry 


(EASR) from the MECP; 


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will describe the storage, transfer, and disposal and 


or treatment of the groundwater collected during the works, and approvals for the water disposal, and/or 


treatment if applicable, based on the quantity and quality; and, 


• The Groundwater Management and Dewatering Plan will be reviewed and approved by Ontario Northland 


prior to construction. 


6.3.10 Stormwater Management/Drainage 


[NTD: to be populated in subsequent version of EPR as/if applicable] 


6.4 Natural Environment 


6.4.1 Wildlife and Wildlife Habitat 


The following measures will be adhered to in the event that disturbance, displacement or mortality of wildlife is 


anticipated as a result of the design or construction of the Project: 


• Prior to construction, investigation of the project footprint for wildlife and wildlife habitat that may have 


established following the completion of previous surveys will be undertaken, as appropriate; 


• If wildlife is encountered, measures will be implemented to avoid destruction, injury, or interference with 


the species, and/or its habitat. For example, construction activities will cease or be reduced and wildlife 


will be encouraged to move offsite and away from the construction area on its own. A qualified biologist 


will be contacted to define the appropriate buffer required from wildlife; and, 


• Onsite inspection will be undertaken to confirm the implementation of the mitigation measures and 


identify corrective actions if required. Corrective actions may include additional site maintenance and 


alteration of activities to minimize impacts. 


6.4.2 Migratory Breeding Birds & Nests 


Where removal of vegetation cannot occur outside of the breeding bird window (late April to late August), 


consultation with Environment and Climate Change Canada’s Canadian Wildlife Service office is required. The 


mitigation measures as outlined in Table 4-3 will be implemented and adhered to.in order to reduce or mitigate 


the potential for adverse effects on birds and their nests. 


6.5 Archaeological Resources 


6.5.1 Previously Undocumented Archaeological Resources 


Should previously undocumented archaeological resources be discovered, they may be a new archaeological site 


and therefore subject to Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. The proponent or person discovering the 
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archaeological resources must cease alteration of the site immediately and engage a licensed consultant 


archaeologist to carry out archaeological fieldwork, in compliance with Section 48 (1) of the Ontario Heritage Act. 


6.5.2 Discovery of Human Remains 


If human remains are encountered or suspected of being encountered during project work, all activities must 


cease immediately and the local police/coroner as well as the Bereavement Authority of Ontario on behalf of the 


Ministry of Government and Consumer Services must be contacted. Archaeological investigations of human 


remains will not proceed until police have confirmed the remains are not subject to forensic investigation. Once 


human remains have been cleared of police concern, the MCM will also be notified to ensure that the site is not 


subject to unlicensed alterations which would be a contravention of the Ontario Heritage Act. If the human 


remains are determined to be of Indigenous origin, Ontario Northland should be contacted, and all applicable law 


must be adhered to. 


The Cemeteries Act, R.S.O. 1990 c. C.4 and the Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002, S.O. 2002, c.33 


(when proclaimed in force) require that any person discovering human remains must notify the police or coroner 


and the Registrar of Cemeteries at the Ministry of Consumer Services. 


6.5.3 Engagement with Indigenous Communities & Organizations 


All Archaeological Assessment findings have been or will be shared with Indigenous communities and 


organizations, as per Ontario Northland’s procedures. 


6.5.4 Further Archaeological Assessment Studies 


Should the proposed work extend beyond the current TRPAP Study Area, further archaeological assessment 


should be conducted to determine the archaeological potential of the surrounding lands. 


6.6 Utilities 


During the detailed design phase, the exact locations and depths of utilities will be determined and the staging 


and relocations approach will be established in discussion with affected utility companies. The following additional 


work will be undertaken as appropriate: 


• Continue to meet with the utility companies to determine risks, timing and the appropriate mitigation 


strategy to address potential conflicts; 


• Confirm utility relocations/protection required based on detailed design and undertake negotiations with 


relevant utility companies, as required; 


• Based on the requirements of each utility company, utilities will be relocated or protected to allow for the 


station construction works; and, 


• Utilities affected by construction will be temporarily relocated (as/if applicable). 


6.7 Property Owner Engagement 


Ontario Northland will continue to engage and communicate with affected property owners beyond TRPAP to 


acquire property easements, as/if required. 


6.8 Indigenous Communities & Organizations Engagement  


[NTD – commitments to be determined in coordination with ONTC]  
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6.9 EPR Addendum Process 


In recognition of the fact that there could be changes to the project design/description following its TRPAP 


completion during detail design and/or construction, Ontario Northland will comply with O. Reg. 231/08 for 


reviewing any changes to the project following completion of the TRPAP. Such changes may result from:  


• Unforeseen site-specific problems encountered only during detail design and/or construction;  


• Improvements in the design to provide greater environmental benefits and/or less adverse effects;  


• Elements of the project that were not previously envisioned;  


• Circumstances that develop at the time of construction; and, 


• Issues identified in other approvals processes; and/or changes to the regulatory framework (i.e., new 


legislation or regulations).  


Ontario Northland will therefore review any changes to the project design/description and determine whether the 


change constitutes either: (1) an Insignificant Change (see Section 9.19.1), or (2) Significant Changes (see Section 


9.19.2).  


The following questions may be applied to the proposed change as part of the review to determine how it should 


be dealt with:  


• Is there a change to what was proposed to be built?  


• Is there a change to where something was to be built?  


Ontario Northland will utilize the responses to these questions to determine how the proposed change will be 


dealt with. For example, in the case where a “Yes” is provided, then Ontario Northland will determine the 


significance of that change in terms of its potential effect on the environment, a stakeholder (including the public), 


and/or a commitment made in the Timmins-Porcupine Station EPR. 


6.9.1 Insignificant Change 


If the significance of the change is determined to be not significant/negligible, in accordance with O. Reg. 231/08, 


Ontario Northland will document the rationale for this decision and keep a record of the EPR addendum/change 


documentation in the project file. The EPR Addendum documentation to be kept on file will contain the following: 


• A description of the change; 


• Reasons for the change; 


• Assessment/evaluation of potential impacts that the change may have on the environment; 


• Description of any proposed mitigation measures for mitigating potential negative impacts on the 


environment due to the change; and, 


• A statement of whether the changes were deemed significant or not and the reasons for this opinion. 


Following this, Ontario Northland would go ahead and implement the change. A Notice of Environmental Project 


Report Addendum will not be required/published.  


6.9.2 Significant Change 


If the significance of the change to the project is deemed to result in an increased potential adverse effect, then it 


would be categorized as a change that will require publishing of a Notice of EPR Addendum, as per O. Reg. 


231/08.  


An EPR Addendum will be prepared containing the following information: 
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• A description of the change; 


• Reasons for the change; 


• Assessment/evaluation of potential impacts that the change may have on the environment; 


• Description of any proposed mitigation measures for mitigating potential negative impacts on the 


environment due to the change; and, 


• A statement of whether the changes were deemed significant or not and the reasons for this opinion. 


In addition, in accordance with O. Reg. 231/08, A Notice of Environmental Project Report Addendum will be 


published and provided to the Director (MECP), Regional Director (MECP), landowners within 30 metres of the 


site/location of the change, Indigenous communities on the Project Mailing List and any other person who may be 


interested in the change.  


 










Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…

		1		Cindy Welsh, Manager of Planning, City of Timmins		Section 4.5.2 Planned Land Use, Subsection Offical Plan Designations		Page 57, second last paragraph states (in part) may be required in order to determine if the proposed station will require a review from the City's Engineering Department		Refer to Section 7.2 Circulation of New Application to MNDMF.  Circulating development applications to MNDMF will help mitigate some of the uncertainties pertaining to mine hazard locations and potential conflicts with future mine/mineral development. Current guidelines recommend that MNDMF’s Regional Land Use Geologist be contacted when a mining related hazard as indicated in the Abandoned Mines Information System (AMIS) database is within 1km of a proposed development. Within Timmins there are literally hundreds of these points and the information about these points varies considerably. There is uncertainty that every single mine hazard feature is captured in the AMIS database or plotted as accurately reported. MNDF does not guarantee that the locations are precise and some research and/or ground proofing may be required by MNDMF staff to verify the type and location of mine hazard(s) in question and make recommendations accordingly.
7.2.2 Types of Applications to be Circulated to MNDMF

i)	New developments within 1 km of an AMIS point or within a mineral extraction zone;
ii)	Re-zoning applications within 1 km of AMIS point or within a mineral extraction zone;
iii)	Any development which is on or abutting to an existing Mine Tailings Hazard as identified in Schedule ‘C’. Pierre Bousquet, P. Geo.
Regional Land Use Geologist Northeast Region
Resident Geologist Program
Ontario Geological Survey
Mines and Minerals Division
Ministry of Mines
Ontario Government Complex
5520 Hwy 101 East, E-Wing
South Porcupine, ON
P0N 1H0
Cell: 705-465-0369
Fax: 705-235-1620

		2		Cindy Welsh, Manager of Planning, City of Timmins		Section 4.5.2 Planned Land Use, Zoning		See section 4. 36, Public Uses Permitted in City of Timmins Zoning By-law 2011-7100		1.	The provisions of this By law shall not apply to the use of any land or the erection or use of any building or structure for the purpose of public service by the Municipality or any department of the Government of Ontario or Canada, including   Ontario Power Generation, Hydro One, or any Telephone, Telegraph, Telecommunications Company or Gas Company including Trans Canada Pipelines, and such use or erection may be permitted provided that:
a.	The lot size,  height,  coverage and yard regulations required for the zone in which such land, building or structure is located are complied with;

b.	No goods, materials or equipment are stored in the open in a Residential Zone or in a lot adjacent to a Residential Zone;

c.	Any building erected in a Residential Zone under the authority of this paragraph is designed and maintained in general harmony with the residential buildings of the type permitted in the zone;

d.	Any parking and loading regulations prescribed for these uses are complied with;

e.	Areas not used for parking or other features incidental to the development or any lot used in a Residential Zone or in a Rural Zone under the authority of this paragraph shall be landscaped in general harmony with the surrounding properties.

		3

		4

		5

		6

		7

		8

		9

		10





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	


&"Arial,Italic"Page &P of &N	&D




image1.jpeg



image2.png





Item #
I.D

(Last name and 
comment #)

Dept/Section
Report Section 

and Page or 
Drawing #

Comment Respondent Name Response

ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification 

Needed
3 - N/A

1

Cindy Welsh, Manager of 
Planning, City of Timmins

Section 4.5.2 
Planned Land Use, 
Subsection Offical 
Plan Designations

Page 57, second 
last paragraph 
states (in part) 
may be required in 
order to determine 
if the proposed 
station will require 
a review from the 
City's Engineering 
Department

Refer to Section 7.2 Circulation of New Application to MNDMF.  Circulating development applications to MNDMF will 
help mitigate some of the uncertainties pertaining to mine hazard locations and potential conflicts with future 
mine/mineral development. Current guidelines recommend that MNDMF’s Regional Land Use Geologist be contacted 
when a mining related hazard as indicated in the Abandoned Mines Information System (AMIS) database is within 1km 
of a proposed development. Within Timmins there are literally hundreds of these points and the information about 
these points varies considerably. There is uncertainty that every single mine hazard feature is captured in the AMIS 
database or plotted as accurately reported. MNDF does not guarantee that the locations are precise and some research 
and/or ground proofing may be required by MNDMF staff to verify the type and location of mine hazard(s) in question 
and make recommendations accordingly.
7.2.2 Types of Applications to be Circulated to MNDMF
 i)New developments within 1 km of an AMIS point or within a mineral extracƟon zone;
 ii)Re-zoning applicaƟons within 1 km of AMIS point or within a mineral extracƟon zone;
 iii)Any development which is on or abuƫng to an exisƟng Mine Tailings Hazard as idenƟfied in Schedule ‘C’. Pierre 

Bousquet, P. Geo.
Regional Land Use Geologist Northeast Region
Resident Geologist Program
Ontario Geological Survey
Mines and Minerals Division
Ministry of Mines
Ontario Government Complex
5520 Hwy 101 East, E-Wing
South Porcupine, ON
P0N 1H0
Cell: 705-465-0369
Fax: 705-235-1620

2

Cindy Welsh, Manager of 
Planning, City of Timmins

Section 4.5.2 
Planned Land Use, 
Zoning

See section 4. 36, 
Public Uses 

Permitted in City of 
Timmins Zoning 

By-law 2011-7100

 1.The provisions of this By law shall not apply to the use of any land or the erecƟon or use of any building or structure 
for the purpose of public service by the Municipality or any department of the Government of Ontario or Canada, 
including   Ontario Power Generation, Hydro One, or any Telephone, Telegraph, Telecommunications Company or Gas 
Company including Trans Canada Pipelines, and such use or erection may be permitted provided that:

 a.The lot size,  height,  coverage and yard regulaƟons required for the zone in which such land, building or structure is
located are complied with;

 b.No goods, materials or equipment are stored in the open in a ResidenƟal Zone or in a lot adjacent to a ResidenƟal 
Zone;

 c.Any building erected in a ResidenƟal Zone under the authority of this paragraph is designed and maintained in
general harmony with the residential buildings of the type permitted in the zone;

 d.Any parking and loading regulaƟons prescribed for these uses are complied with;

 e.Areas not used for parking or other features incidental to the development or any lot used in a ResidenƟal Zone or in 
a Rural Zone under the authority of this paragraph shall be landscaped in general harmony with the surrounding 
properties.

3

8/2/2024



[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Kate Bondett
To: "Steph.Palmateer@timmins.ca"; "Cindy.Welsh@timmins.ca"; "Ken.Krcel@timmins.ca"; "Scott.Tam@timmins.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Miljus, Alexia L; Rebecca McGlynn; Veronica Campbell; Krystal Perepeluk
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:12:05 PM
Attachments: Timmins-Porcupine Station TRPAP_Draft EPR_Comment Sheet.xlsx

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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Comment Sheet





		Item #		I.D
(Last name and comment #)		Dept/Section		Report Section and Page or Drawing #		Comment		Respondent Name		Response		ACTION
1 - Will Comply
2 - Clarification Needed
3 - N/A



		Example		Smith 1		Section 4.0 Methodology		Second Bullet		Insert text here…
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From: Rebecca McGlynn
To: "michelle.boileau@timmins.ca"
Cc: Chad Evans; "cao@timmins.ca"
Subject: Follow-Up Naming of the Station

Good morning Mayor Boileau,
I hope this email finds you well. I wanted to extend my gratitude for your valuable feedback
regarding the naming of the station in Timmins.
After careful consideration, we have arrived at the decision to proceed with the name
Timmins-Porcupine Station. Our decision was informed by several key factors, including
recognition, wayfinding, local context, and public input.
We conducted a survey during the Northlander Public Information event held in March. The
results were as follows:

Timmins-Porcupine Station: 27 votes
Timmins Station: 16 votes
Timmins East-End Station: 5 votes
Other (Porcupine Station): 30 votes

While there was a preference for Porcupine Station among respondents, we ultimately
concluded that incorporating "Timmins" into the name was crucial for effective wayfinding
and maintaining consistency with previously published communications materials.
I sincerely appreciate your contributions and personal preference in this matter. Please rest
assured that we remain committed to promoting Timmins as a prominent destination in our
Northlander promotions.
If you have any further questions or would like to discuss this matter in more detail, the
Ontario Northland team will be attending FONOM this week and would be happy to discuss.
Thank you once again for your understanding and collaboration.

Rebecca McGlynn
Chief Marketing and Communications Officer
Ontario Northland
rebecca.mcglynn@ontarionorthland.ca
Tel: 705-472-4500 ext 529
Cell: 705-845-8005
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]: This email originated from outside the organization. Do not click
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

From: Miljus, Alexia L
To: "info@gotsnow.ca"
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber; Rebecca McGlynn; Krystal Perepeluk; Veronica Campbell; Kate Bondett
Subject: RE: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station
Date: Wednesday, July 31, 2024 1:18:00 PM
Attachments: Copy of Notice of Commencement Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.msg

Good Afternoon,

We’re writing in regards to the Ontario Northland: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit & Rail Project
Assessment Process. As a follow up to our circulation of the Draft Environmental Project Report in
April 2024, and Notice of Commencement message from July 19 (attached here), we are writing to
confirm that you have no outstanding comments or concerns related to the project. If you could
please respond via e-mail to confirm this by August 16, it would be very much appreciated.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Thank you,

Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner
Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3
O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com
Excellence Delivered As Promised
gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter 

PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse
environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and
that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.

From: Kate Bondett <Kate.Bondett@ontarionorthland.ca> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 1:13 PM
To: 'info@gotsnow.ca' <info@gotsnow.ca>
Cc: Saltarelli, Amber <asaltarelli@GFNET.com>; Miljus, Alexia L <amiljus@GFNET.com>; Rebecca
McGlynn <Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca>; Krystal Perepeluk
<krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca>; Veronica Campbell
<Veronica.Campbell@ontarionorthland.ca>
Subject: Draft Environmental Project Report - Timmins-Porcupine Station

Good afternoon,

I hope this finds you well.

Ontario Northland is proud to provide efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services to, from and across
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Copy of Notice of Commencement: Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process

		From

		Miljus, Alexia L

		To

		'info@gotsnow.ca'

		Cc

		Saltarelli, Amber; Krystal Perepeluk; Rebecca McGlynn

		Recipients

		info@gotsnow.ca; asaltarelli@gfnet.com; krystal.perepeluk@ontarionorthland.ca; Rebecca.McGlynn@ontarionorthland.ca



Good Afternoon,





 





On behalf of Ontario Northland, and as a follow up to our previous e-mail distribution issued on May 30th (attached here), ONTC would like to ensure you successfully received and are aware of the Notice of Commencement for the Timmins-Porcupine Station Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process. Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement.





 





Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated transportation network.





 





A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger Rail service and will be located along the existing rail corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The environmental impacts associated with the Project are being assessed in accordance with Ontario Regulation 231/08 (Transit and Rail Regulation) – Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process.  





 





Please refer to the attached Notice of Commencement for additional information about the project and how to provide any feedback you might have.





 





Thank you,





 





Alexia Miljus, ENV SP | Environmental Planner





Gannett Fleming Canada ULC | Royal Bank Plaza – South Tower, 200 Bay Street, Suite 1600, Toronto, ON, M5J 2J3





O 647.480.1036 | C 416.276.3096 | amiljus@gfnet.com





Excellence Delivered As Promised





gannettfleming.com | Stay connected: LinkedIn  | Facebook | Twitter  





 





PRINTING SUSTAINABILITY STATEMENT: Gannett Fleming is committed to conserving natural resources and minimizing adverse environmental impacts. Please consider the environmental impacts before printing this email or attachments.





 





CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email and any attachments may contain confidential information for the use of the named addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this communication in error and that any review, disclosure, dissemination, distribution or copying of it or its contents is prohibited.
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Notice of Commencement of Transit and Rail Project 



Assessment Process & Public Information Centre          



Timmins-Porcupine Station  
Ontario Northland is an agency of the Province of Ontario responsible for providing efficient, safe, and reliable transportation 
services in Northern Ontario. Ontario Northland is reinstating passenger rail service between Toronto (Union Station) and 
Northeastern Ontario, which includes a new station in the City of Timmins. The passenger train service, also known as the 
Northlander, will fundamentally shift how people move across the province, creating a more connected, integrated 
transportation network.  



The Project 



A new Timmins-Porcupine Station (the Project) is being 
planned as part of the reinstated Northlander Passenger 
Rail service and will be located along the existing rail 
corridor, within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s 
Lake.  Station elements will include: train platform, station 
building, outdoor parking, pedestrian walkway, bus bays, 
a taxi stand, designated passenger pick-up and drop-off 
area, and a municipal bus stop. The study area includes 
reserved land that may be required for a future bus 
storage and maintenance facility. This future facility will 
require an impact assessment and consultation. 



For additional information, please visit: 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/ travel/northlander-
passenger-train 



The Process 



The environmental impacts associated with the Project 
are being assessed according to the Transit and Rail 
Project Assessment Process (TRPAP), as prescribed in 
Ontario Regulation 231/08 (made under the 
Environmental Assessment Act). As part of the TRPAP, an 
Environmental Project Report (EPR) is being prepared for 
the project. If you would like to be added to our project mailing list, submit a comment or question, or receive additional 
information related to the project, please contact us at pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



Your Opportunity to Have Your Say 



Building on the first Public Information Centre held on March 14, 2024, we invite you to participate in the second Public Meeting, 
to be held on June 19, 2024. During this round of consultation, Ontario Northland will present the findings of the draft technical 
and environmental studies undertaken to date for the new Timmins-Porcupine Station. Members of the public, government 
agencies, Indigenous Communities and Organizations, and other interested parties are encouraged to attend in order to learn 
more and to provide feedback to the project team. 



Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024    Location: Northern College 



Time: Drop in between 11AM – 2PM or 4PM – 7PM  Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine 



Comments and information regarding the Timmins- Porcupine Station Project are being collected to assist in meeting the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act. All personal information included in a submission – such as name, address, 
telephone number and property location – is collected, maintained and disclosed by the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) for the purpose of transparency and consultation. The information is collected under the authority of the 
Environmental Assessment Act or is collected and maintained for the purpose of creating a record that is available to the general 
public as described in s. 37 of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. Personal information you submit will 
become part of a public record that is available to the general public unless you request that your personal information remain 
confidential. For more information, please contact pr@ontarionorthland.ca or MECP Freedom of Information Privacy Coordinator 
at 416-327-1434. 



This Notice was first issued on May 30, 2024. 





https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/
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www.ontarionorthland.ca 



Avis de lancement de la procédure d’évaluation des projets 



ferroviaires et de transport en commun et du Centre 



d’information du public          



Gare de Timmins-Porcupine  
Ontario Northland est un organisme de la province de l’Ontario chargé de fournir des services de transport efficaces, sûrs et fiables dans le 
nord de l’Ontario. Ontario Northland rétablit le transport ferroviaire de passagers entre Toronto (gare Union) et le Nord-Est de l’Ontario, qui 
comprend une nouvelle gare dans la ville de Timmins. Le service de train de passagers, aussi connu sous le nom de « Northlander », 
changera fondamentalement la façon dont les gens se déplacent dans la province, en créant un réseau de transport plus connecté et mieux 
intégré.  



Le projet 



Une nouvelle gare Timmins-Porcupine (le projet) est prévue dans le 
cadre du rétablissement du service de train de passagers 
Northlander. Elle sera située le long du corridor ferroviaire existant, 
dans la ville de Timmins, juste à l’ouest du lac de Bob. Les éléments 
de la gare comprendront : le quai de gare, le bâtiment de la gare, 
le stationnement extérieur, la voie piétonne, les baies d’autobus, un 
poste de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le 
débarquement des passagers, et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. La 
zone d’étude comprend un terrain réservé qui pourrait être 
nécessaire pour une future installation d’entreposage et d’entretien 
des autobus. Cette future installation devra faire l’objet d’une étude 
d’impact et d’une consultation. 



Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site : 
https://www.ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-
train 



Le processus 



Les impacts environnementaux associés au projet sont évalués 
conformément au Transit and Rail Project Assessment Process 
(processus d’évaluation des projets de transport en commun et de 
transport ferroviaire) (TRPAP), comme le prescrit le Règlement de 
l’Ontario 231/08 (anglais seulement) (pris en vertu de la Loi sur les 
évaluations environnementales). Dans le cadre du TRPAP, un 
rapport environnemental de projet (EPR) est en cours de 
préparation pour le projet. Si vous souhaitez être ajouté à la liste de 
diffusion de notre projet, soumettre un commentaire ou une question, ou recevoir des renseignements supplémentaires concernant le projet, 
veuillez communiquer avec nous au : pr@ontarionorthland.ca. 



L’occasion de vous exprimer 



En misant sur notre premier centre d’information publique qui a eu lieu le 14 mars 2024, nous vous invitons à participer à la deuxième réunion 
publique, qui aura lieu le 19 juin 2024. Au cours de cette ronde de consultations, Ontario Northland présentera les conclusions des études 
techniques et environnementales préliminaires réalisées à ce jour pour la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine. Les membres du public, les 
organismes gouvernementaux, les communautés et organisations autochtones et les autres parties intéressées sont invités à y participer afin de 
se renseigner et de faire part de leurs commentaires à l’équipe du projet. 



Date : Le mercredi 19 juin 2024     Lieu : Northern College 



Heure : Rendez-vous entre 11 h et 14 h ou entre 16 h et 19 h  Adresse : 4715, Route 101 Est, South Porcupine 



Les commentaires et les renseignements concernant le projet de la Gare de Timmins-Porcupine sont recueillis afin de répondre aux exigences 
de la Loi sur l’évaluation environnementale. Tous les renseignements personnels inclus dans une observation – comme le nom, l’adresse, le 
numéro de téléphone et l’emplacement de la propriété – sont recueillis, conservés et divulgués par le ministère de l’Environnement, de la 
Protection de la nature et des Parcs (MEPP) à des fins de transparence et de consultation. Les renseignements sont recueillis en vertu de la Loi sur 
l’évaluation environnementale ou sont collectés et conservés dans le but de constituer un document accessible au grand public, conformément à 
l’article 37 de la Loi sur l’accès à l’information et la protection de la vie privée. Les renseignements personnels que vous soumettez feront 
partie d’un document accessible au grand public, à moins que vous ne demandiez que vos renseignements personnels demeurent confidentiels. 
Pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez communiquer avec pr@ontarionorthland.ca ou le coordonnateur de l’accès à l’information et de la 
protection de la vie privée du MEPP au 416 327-1434. 



Le présent avis a été publié pour la première fois le 30 mai 2024. 
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From: Brooks Tuckett
To: Veronica Campbell
Subject: FW: Public Information Centre Notice
Date: Thursday, July 11, 2024 10:14:28 AM



From: Ontario Northland [mailto:info@ontarionorthland.ca] 
Sent: May 30, 2024 4:31 PM
Subject: Public Information Centre Notice



Good afternoon,
Ontario Northland is excited to be making progress towards the new era of the
Northlander. As a vital part of our community, we want to keep you informed and
involved in this exciting development and progress on the construction of the
proposed new Timmins-Porcupine Station.
The proposed Timmins-Porcupine station will feature a wide range of amenities,
including a train platform, station building, outdoor parking, bus bays, a taxi stand, a
designated passenger pick-up/drop-off area and a municipal bus stop. Situated along
the existing rail corridor just west of Bob’s Lake, the station aims to revolutionize
transportation connectivity in our region.



Highlighting the success of our first public information centre, Ontario Northland’s
project team received valuable feedback and engaged in insightful discussions with
community members who could attend.
We invite you to join us at our second public information centre event to learn more
about the proposed Timmins-Porcupine station, the status of engineering designs and
the results of the environmental studies to date. This is an opportunity to share
feedback and learn more about the progress being made.
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· Date: Wednesday, June 19, 2024
· Time: Drop in between 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
· Location: Northern College, Timmins Campus
· Address: 4715 Highway 101 East, South Porcupine, ON P0N 1H0
For more details about the project, please visit our website here. If you have any
questions or concerns, please contact our Project Team at pr@ontarionorthland.ca.



Bonjour,
Ontario Northland se réjouit des progrès accomplis en vue de la nouvelle ère du
service de train de passagers Northlander. Vu toute son importance pour notre
communauté, nous souhaitons maintenir votre intérêt à l’égard de ce projet
passionnant et vous tenir informés de celui‑ci et de l’avancement des travaux de
construction de la nouvelle gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée.
Cette gare comprendra un large éventail d’aménagements, notamment un quai, un
bâtiment, un parc de stationnement extérieur, des zones d’arrêt d’autobus, une station
de taxis, une zone désignée pour l’embarquement et le débarquement des passagers,
et un arrêt d’autobus municipal. Située le long du corridor ferroviaire actuel, tout justeà
l’ouest de Bob’s Lake, la gare a pour objet de révolutionner la connectivité des
transports dans notre région.



Notre première séance d’information publique s’est révélée un succès. Eneffet,
l’équipe de projet d’Ontario Northland a reçu des commentaires de grandevaleur et a
pris part à des discussions pertinentes avec les membres de lacommunauté qui ont
pu assister à la séance.
Nous vous invitons à vous joindre à nous lors de notre deuxième séance d’information





https://ontarionorthland.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=290f0c7a8256e02eea1a9e58b&id=a6d1a08fb1&e=fd47fea3c1


mailto:pr@ontarionorthland.ca








publique pour en savoirplus sur la gare de Timmins-Porcupine qui est proposée, sur
l’état d’avancement desconcepts techniques et sur les résultats des études
environnementales menées jusqu’à présent. Ce sera l’occasion de formuler des
commentaires et d’en apprendre davantage à propos des progrès réalisés.
· Date: Lemercredi 19 juin 2024
· Heure: Présentez-vousentre 11 h et 14 h, ou entre 16 h et 19 h
· Lieu: Northern College, campusde Timmins
· Adresse : 4715, route 101 Est, South Porcupine (Ontario) P0N 1H0
Pour obtenir plus de détails sur le projet, consultez notre site Web, ici. Si vous avez
des questions ou despréoccupations, veuillez communiquer avec notre équipe de
projet, à l’adresse pr@ontarionorthland.ca.
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Northern Ontario.  As you may already be aware, the agency is reinstating Northlander passenger rail service
between Toronto (Union Station) and Timmins, with a rail connection to Cochrane.

As part of the reinstatement of the Northlander service, Ontario Northland plans to construct a new station
within the City of Timmins, just west of Bob’s Lake. The new Timmins-Porcupine Station will include a train
platform, station building, parking facilities, a pedestrian walkway, bus bays, and a municipal bus stop.

The proposed Timmins-Porcupine Station is subject to an environmental assessment study under Ontario
Regulation 231/08: Transit and Rail Projects Assessment Process (February 16, 2024).  As part of the TRPAP,
Ontario Northland is seeking your comments on the Draft Environmental Project Report (EPR). Attached you will
find a comment sheet where you may provide your feedback (refer to Columns B – E).

The Draft EPR is available for download here: https://gfnet.sharefile.com/d-
s2a5485fbe72645d28da005a52f974c16. Please contact us with any concerns or issues with accessing the link
provided.

We are requesting your comments on the Draft EPR by April 26, 2024.

If you would like further information on the project, please visit
https://ontarionorthland.ca/en/travel/northlander-passenger-train. If you have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.

Regards,

Kate Bondett, MCM (she/ her)
Senior Communications Manager
Ontario Northland
555 Oak St. E.
North Bay, ON  P1B 8E3

P: (705) 472-4500 (ext 205)
F: (705) 475-5001
E: kate.bondett@ontarionorthland.ca
W: www.ontarionorthland.ca
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